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PROTECT 
Treasured Places and 
Irreplaceable Natural Systems

Impact: Protected more than 
12,273 acres, including the largest 
land donation ever received by 
TNC in Tennessee.

TRANSFORM 
Policy and Practice to Guide  
Future Growth

Impact: Guided partners through 
the biggest dam removal in state 
history. 

INSPIRE 
More Tennesseans to Connect  
with Nature

Impact: Collaborated with a 
volunteer-turned-partner on 
studying how bats use the 
landscape.

Highlights From The Nature 
Conservancy’s Conservation 

Work in Tennessee

THINKING BIG

Protect. Transform. Inspire. Support.

JUST GETTING STARTED | “The Nature Conservancy has acquired and protected many important 
landscapes in Tennessee during its 40-year history in the state, more than 340,000 acres now, and 
growing. But more important than the quantity of acres is the quality, because we’ve protected landscapes 
that are special for people and provide crucial habitat for wildlife and plant species.”  

—Terry Cook, TNC’s state director in Tennessee
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Last summer, Bridgestone 
Americas Inc. donated 
5,763 acres to The 
Nature Conservancy, the 
largest land donation 
received in TNC’s 
40-year history of 
working in Tennessee. The 
Bridgestone Nature Reserve 
at Chestnut Mountain boasts habitat for 
more than 100 plant and animal species 
of conservation concern, including the 
golden eagle, the Eastern slender glass 
lizard, the barking tree frog and white 
prairie clover. Turkey, quail, deer, bobcat 
and beaver are also common in the area.

Nestled within a 60,000-acre mosaic 
of public lands, conserving the 
nature reserve improves the area’s 

resilience in the face of a rapidly 
changing climate and other 

environmental threats.

“We already knew this 
was a biologically rich and 
ecologically resilient area in 

close proximity or adjacent to 
several other protected lands,” 

says Alex Wyss, TNC’s director of 
conservation in Tennessee. “We are glad 
to play a role in the long-term protection 
of this unique property.”

TNC’s plans include preparing Chestnut 
Mountain for low-impact public access, 
including the creation of connector trails 
between Chestnut Mountain and the 
other protected lands nearby. 

The relationship between TNC and 

Bridgestone, and subsequent donation, 
evolved over time, beginning in 2014 
around a forest management plan for 
the property that included protective 
treatments for hemlock trees to fight 
the hemlock woolly adelgid pest and 
native shortleaf pine restoration. In the 
Southeast, shortleaf pine forests have 
declined by more than 50 percent in the 
past 30 years. 

“We applaud Bridgestone for its 
commitment to the environment,” 
says Terry Cook, TNC’s state director 
in Tennessee. “We are honored to be 
entrusted with Chestnut Mountain, a 
place that will benefit wildlife and all 
Tennesseans for many years to come.”

COVER The Cherokee National Forests’s South Zone © U.S. Forest Service; ABOVE Chestnut Mountain Forest in Fog © The Nature Conservancy; Staff walking around 
Chestnut Mountain © The Nature Conservancy; LOWER Tennessee Forest © Byron Jorjorian

MORE SUCCESS
CARBON SEQUESTRATION Trees capture carbon from the air as they produce oxygen, 
a process that scientists and economists have the ability to measure. Quantifying 
the carbon-capturing power of the forests located at the Bridgestone Nature Reserve 
at Chestnut Mountain makes it possible for TNC to enroll them in carbon markets 
where credits are sold to environmentally conscious businesses seeking to offset their 
emissions. Revenue generated by such transactions will help pay for the long-term 
stewardship of the property. 

Digging in at the Bridgestone Nature 
Reserve at Chestnut Mountain

PROTECT

IMPACT: The Bridgestone Nature 
Reserve at Chestnut Mountain stores 
350,000 metric tons of carbon, a 
number that is expected to rise with 
TNC’s active, carbon-smart forest 
management.



NATURE.ORG/TENNESSEE  3

The time had come. The aging Roaring 
River Dam, located in Jackson County, 
began to fail and posed threats to 
public safety. In response, The Nature 
Conservancy, the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency (TWRA) and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers assembled 
funding and a plan to address the issues. 

Things came together last summer when 
the partners engaged in the largest dam 
removal project in Tennessee history. 

“Now we have an opportunity to connect 
and enhance aquatic habitat within 
the watershed,” says Mark Thurman, 
fisheries coordinator for TWRA Region 
3. “Removing the dam opens up the river 

for fish such as white bass, sauger and 
redhorse, and benefits other species like 
the eastern hellbender.”

The Roaring River Dam was built in 
1976 to keep certain fish species from 
migrating upstream. However, in recent 
years, fish surveys revealed that the 
barrier had become ineffective.

“Dam removal can be a cost-effective 
solution to many issues,” says 
Rob Bullard, TNC’s Tennessee and 

Cumberland Rivers Program Director. 
“You can restore miles and miles of 
habitat, and improve public safety, quickly 
with one project.”

Now TNC and its partners are 
inventorying dams around the state and 
using the best scientific data to evaluate 
over 2,000 dams in Tennessee.

Adds Bullard, “Of those, we are 
prioritizing removals that would have 
community support and the greatest 
potential to improve wildlife habitat. It is 
an exciting time in river restoration.”  

ABOVE Rob Bullard at the Roaring River Dam Removal © Cory Holliday/The Nature Conservancy; ABOVE RIGHT Eastern Hellbender © Creative Commons/Dave 
Herasimtschuk from Freshwaters Illustrated; LOWER West Tennessee Easement and Wetlands Project © The Nature Conservancy

Pursuing the 
Biggest Dam 
Removal Project 
in State History

MORE SUCCESS
To date, Tennessee has lost nearly 60 percent of the state’s 
historic wetlands, important habitat that acts as a sponge, 
soaking up and filtering excess sediment and pollution while 

providing important wildlife habitat. Thanks to a collabora-
tive effort with the Natural Resources Conservation Service to 

engage West Tennessee farmers, TNC helped to restore 2,742 acres 
through the Agriculture Conservation Easement Program-Wetland Reserve Easements 
(ACEP-WRE), previously known as the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP), which compen-
sates landowners for securing easements on property that would better serve as wetland 
habitat instead of farmland or future development.

• 645 acres planted to hardwood trees and shrubs

• 150 acres planted to pollinator habitat beneficial to butterflies, bees and nesting birds.

• 51 acres restored to wetland grasslands in collaboration with the Southeastern 
Grasslands Initiative

• 1,896 acres restored to benefit wetland affiliated flora and fauna via hydrology

TRANSFORM

IMPACT: Removing the Roaring River 
Dam reconnected more than 116 linear 
miles of habitat that was previously 
inaccessible to many aquatic species, 
including the eastern hellbender, a 
giant native salamander listed as a 
species of greatest conservation need in 
Tennessee. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF! Visit nature.org/tnroaringriver 
to see photos from this historic event.
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MORE SUCCESS

ROOT NASHVILLE The Nature 
Conservancy joined Mayor David Briley 
and other private and non-profit partners 
in launching Root Nashville. The initiative 
comes on the heels of findings that, since 
2008, Nashville has lost approximately 
9,000 trees per year for the last eight 
years. In addition to caring for existing 
trees, Root Nashville will add 500,000 
trees to the city’s tree canopy by 2050. The 
expected result of this ambitious effort will 
be cleaner air and water, cooler tempera-
tures and a healthier city for everyone.

Thank you to each and every one of our members for your continued 
support of The Nature Conservancy in Tennessee. Your investment is critical 
to the impact of our conservation work, communications and operations. With 
your help, we are protecting Tennessee for people and nature.

Life recently came full circle for Steve 
Samoray while using his new(ish) pilot 
license to track gray bats. He started 
college as an aviation major more than 20 
years ago, later changing to biology to fuel 
a love for nature and the outdoors. 

“During that time, I did a lot of caving and 
cultivated an interest in bats, eventually 
pursuing a master’s degree focused 
on bat conservation,” says Steve. “I 
also volunteered to assist The Nature 
Conservancy with monitoring bats in 
Tennessee’s caves and forests.” 

Steve eventually hooked up with 
Copperhead Environmental Consulting, 
Inc., a firm that specializes in bat surveys 
and research. Cory Holliday, TNC’s Cave 
and Karst program manager, knew where 
to find him with a new project last summer. 

“Wind energy is coming to our region. 
We wanted to learn more about gray bat 
behavior beyond caves to determine how 

the new infrastructure might affect them,” 
says Holliday. “It’s tricky because gray bats 
fly fast and are difficult to track.” 

Lucky for Holliday, Copperhead had begun 
pioneering the use of Cessna airplanes to 
monitor bat behavior from the air.

“We attach big antennas to both wings 
and fly in circles to stay in touch with bats 
that have been tagged with transmitters,” 
says Samoray. “We fly throughout the 

Working With Partners Who 
Take Our Work to the Next Level

THANK 
YOU

INSPIRE

SUPPORT

night, when the bats are out, and report 
findings to a crew on the ground.”

While still analyzing the data, two new 
findings already emerged from last 
summer’s research. 

“We learned that gray bats do not 
forage exclusively over large bodies 
of water, as was commonly thought,” 
says Holliday. “Also, we knew that 

gray bats switch caves throughout 
summer, but didn’t realize that they might 
do it several times in a single night. All of 
this research, and more, can inform the 
siting and operation of wind turbines in 
ways that won’t disrupt this federally-
endangered species.”

ABOVE Cessna Airplane © Copperhead Environmental Consulting, Inc.; LOWER © Root Nashville
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“I had the opportunity to 
watch the bat capture, tagging 
and tracking process near my 
house. The numbers of various 
agencies and people involved, 
and the great care exhibited 
with these creatures was 
amazing. I hope to be able to 
witness it again. Kudos to all 
involved!” —Sharon McGee, local resident


