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Dear Nature Lover,
This year I am extremely excited to announce the launch of an ambitious, five-year capital 
campaign for The Nature Conservancy’s Maryland/DC chapter. Our “Change is Here” campaign  
is a focused effort to leverage our conservation and policy work to make as big of a contribution  
as possible toward the global effort to tackle climate change.

For more than 65 years The Nature Conservancy has been protecting some of the most  
iconic and ecologically significant lands and waters in the world, including more than 75,000 
acres here in Maryland. Today, climate change threatens to erode many of the important 
conservation gains that we have made together over the decades. Make no mistake; with 
more than 7,000 miles of Atlantic and Chesapeake coastline in Maryland, and millions of 
residents living in the warming urban centers of the District of Columbia and Baltimore,  
we are already feeling the impacts of climate change.

But nature can help. There is a growing body of peer-reviewed scientific evidence, including 
studies led by The Nature Conservancy, that have quantified the benefits of harnessing  
nature to tackle climate change and provide benefits to people and nature. 

Our chapter is on the front lines of this fight. We work on the ground to deliver large-scale, 
science-based conservation projects that will help people and nature adapt to a changing climate.  
And we work with lawmakers and industry to accelerate renewable energy deployment to 
mitigate the human causes of climate change. We do this work in concert with the entire 
organization so that we are all pushing in the same direction, driving the local and global change  
that we want to see in the world. Together with supporters like you, we will ensure that our 
legacy is one of action. Join us to be part of the greatest success story in the history of the planet.

Tim Purinton, Executive Director 
The Nature Conservancy in Maryland and DC
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This annual impact 
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COVER This 1888 Victorian home braved 
the elements and fought sea level rise on 
Holland Island in the Chesapeake Bay for 
well over a century. Despite best efforts  
to save the house and protect the island, 
the rising waters of the Bay overcame  
the island and the house. © Jay Fleming; 
THIS PAGE Tim Purinton at the dedication 
of a new memorial greenspace at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery created in partnership 
with Nature Sacred. © Matt Kane
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2019 AT A GLANCE
Clean Energy Jobs Act passed 
into law will require the state 
to generate 50 percent of its 
electricity from renewable 
energy by 2030 and evaluate 
steps to reaching 100 percent 
clean energy by 2040.

TNC staff and volunteers 
planted 4,000 red spruce trees 
in Western Maryland as part of 
an ongoing conifer restoration 
effort where we have planted 
39,000 trees since 1996.

TNC opened a new office  
in Cumberland, MD, for  
our growing resilient 
forests program team. 

Six new staff members 
were hired between TNC’s 
Cumberland and Bethesda 
offices, completing our 
workforce growth plan.

TNC completed our first community-designed 
greenspace in Northeast Washington, D.C., 
where we built an urban sanctuary to improve 
community health and wellbeing.

TNC and our partners at George 
Mason University completed a wave 
attenuation study on Deal Island that 
quantifies the degree to which salt 
marshes provide natural protection  
to nearby communities. 

TNC restored more than 
370 acres of floodplains 
along the Pocomoke River.

TNC secured $2.5 million in impact capital 
to fund a new joint venture with technology 
company Opti that will retrofit stormwater 
retention ponds—starting with ponds on 
Walmart parking lots—across the state, 
reducing pollution to the Bay.

TNC supported the successful passage of the 
Oyster Sanctuary Bill, which will permanently 
protect the five oyster reef restoration projects 
in Maryland tributaries to the Bay.

TNC joined the Chesapeake Oyster Alliance,  
a coalition designed to spark governmental action, 
public attention, and funding to accelerate oyster 
restoration in the Chesapeake Bay.

TNC protected 540 acres of 
land in the Nanticoke Rural 
Legacy Area. The Nanticoke 
watershed contains over 
one-third of all the state’s 
wetlands and is one of the 
most ecologically significant 
watersheds in the mid-Atlantic.

TNC enrolled more than 
2,000 acres of farmland to 
implement advanced nutrient 
management practices.



CONSERVE 
NATURE

Love photos? Follow us on Instagram 
to see conservation in action around 
Maryland and D.C.
instagram.com/nature_dcmdva



5We Protect Clean Water and the Chesapeake Bay
Restoring clean water and healthy habitats in the 
Chesapeake Bay means engaging with Maryland’s largest 
industry—agriculture. Agriculture is also the largest 
contributor to water pollution in the Bay and its tributaries. 
Rainfall hitting farm fields carries away fertilizers and 
sediment that degrade the Bay’s ecosystems. Farmers 
understand this and are becoming increasingly willing  
to adopt conservation agriculture practices that are good  
for business and the environment. 

In 2019, we formalized relationships with four influential 
agribusinesses that provide equipment, fertilizer and 
consulting services to farmers across the Delmarva 
Peninsula. These four new companies expand our portfolio 
of agribusiness partners to 10 in the state of Maryland. 
These partnerships will continue to rapidly expand soil 
health and nutrient stewardship practices on Delmarva 

In 2019, we 
formalized 
relationships with 
four influential 
agribusinesses that 
provide equipment, 
fertilizer and 
consulting services 
to farmers across 
the Delmarva 
Peninsula.

farms, resulting in a healthier Chesapeake Bay. Hand- 
in-hand with these agribusinesses, we enrolled more  
than 2,100 acres of Delmarva farmland in advanced 
practices in 2019. 

Surrounding our Delmarva agricultural communities  
are fragile and important wetlands that help filter water 
as it flows from the farms to the Bay and its tributaries.  
In 2019, we restored 350 acres of degraded wetlands, 
which will improve water quality and habitat for wildlife 
and for people who depend on a healthy Bay ecosystem. 
The scale and approach of our wetland restoration work  
in Maryland has become a case study for the region.  
In 2020, we will work with our colleagues in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware to identify new opportunities 
to replicate the best practices we have established in 
Maryland. 

LARGE Grain Silos near Cambridge, 
MD. © Adrian Jones/Integration and  
Application Network, University of 
Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science; INSET TNC sustainable 
agriculture program director Amy 
Jacobs and farmer John Swaine talk 
to a group about the advanced 
nutrient management practices that 
Swaine has implemented as part of 
his operations. © Severn Smith/TNC; 
OPPOSITE PAGE Sunrise at TNC's 
Finzel Swamp Preserve. © Kent Mason

CONSERVE 
NATURE



6 We Restore Appalachian Forests
The Central Appalachians are the water tower for the 
mid-Atlantic. The mountain forests naturally filter and 
protect the headwaters of the Potomac River, source of 
drinking water for millions of people in the D.C. metro 
area. These same forests are also one of the most bio- 
diverse ecosystems in the world, providing habitat for 
more than 200 globally rare plants and animals. Although 
Western Maryland occupies only a small slice of the 
Central Appalachians, it is a critical slice. The forests  
of Allegany and Garrett counties in Western Maryland  
are a critical migratory corridor for hundreds of plants 
and animals, especially as climate change shifts their 
ranges north. 

Keeping Western Maryland’s forests healthy and connected  
to the rest of the Central Appalachians means working 

with both public and private landowners. In 2019, we 
launched a direct mail campaign to connect more than 
1,500 private forest landowners in Western Maryland to 
information and resources that will help them preserve  
the beauty and wildlife habitat that their land provides.

Last year, the Maryland/DC chapter hired a forest science 
project manager who has hit the ground running, pioneering  
an innovative project with the Maryland Forest Service. 
The project goal is to implement science-based forestry 
techniques at Savage River State Forest that will accelerate 
old-growth conditions, making even-aged forests more 
structurally diverse and resilient. This year we formalized 
the partnership, identified the site, collected data and 
identified specific management strategies so that we can 
implement the project in 2020.

This year, we 
launched a direct 
mail campaign to 

connect more than 
1,500 private forest 

landowners in 
Western Maryland 
to information and 
resources that will 

help them preserve 
the beauty and 

wildlife habitat that 
their land provides. 
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INSET TNC forest science project 
manager Pabodha Galgamuwe 
measures a tree as part of a forest 
inventory conducted at the Cranesville  
Swamp Preserve. © Matt Kane; 
LARGE Small farms dot the Central 
Appalachian mountains in Western 
Maryland. © Kent Mason



We Strengthen Coasts
Sea levels in the Chesapeake Bay have risen about a foot in the 
last century—an alarming rate at more than twice the global 
average. By 2050, models project that we could see an average 
of two feet of sea-level rise, threatening Maryland’s coasts. The 
Nature Conservancy takes a two-pronged approach to tackling 
climate change: mitigation and adaptation. We mitigate the 
acceleration of climate change by working to reduce carbon 
emissions with renewable energy projects. And we adapt to 
climate change by using science to understand and adjust to 
the changes that we know are coming.

On the lower Eastern Shore of Maryland, change has already 
arrived. Many coastal communities are experiencing more 
frequent flooding, even on sunny days. There are communities 
that frequently become inaccessible to emergency services  
as roads are flooded. Many of these vulnerable communities 
are surrounded by marshes and coastal forests that provide 
important wildlife habitat. These coastal ecosystems can also 
provide important risk reduction benefits; absorbing wave 
impacts and reducing storm surge and erosion—all accelerated 
by climate change. We need healthy coastal ecosystems for  
the critical services they provide to both nature and people. 
And we need to make room for these ecosystems to adapt to 
rising seas and migrate upland into what we call wetland 
adaptation areas.

TNC is working across Maryland’s shores to implement climate 
adaptation strategies. In 2019, we established a Lower Eastern 
Shore Climate Adaptation Network that brings together leaders  
from each lower shore county, state agencies, and local and 
regional experts on coastal resilience, to identify the most 
pressing challenges for each jurisdiction and work collectively 
to develop solutions. In 2019, we also protected more than 530 
wetland adaptation acres so that our important coastal habitats  
have the opportunity to persist in the face of climate change.

We protected more 
than 530 wetland 
adaptation acres so 
that our important 
coastal habitats have 
the opportunity to 
persist in the face  
of climate change.

LARGE As sea levels rise, our valuable coastal wetlands 
are forced to retreat upland. Protecting these wetland 
adaptation corridors is a TNC climate adaptation priority. 
© Alan Eckert Photography; INSET MD/DC staff return to 
Sinepuxent Bay adjacent to Assateague National Seashore 
during a monitoring trip to survey the test plot of eelgrass. 
© Severn Smith/TNC



8 We Build Green Cities
Cities are growing—fast. By 2050, two-thirds of the 
world’s population will live in urban areas. An increasing 
urban population means that cities are expanding  
their footprint at an alarming rate. It also means fewer 
people have access to nature’s benefits. Even in cities,  
we depend on natural habitat for food, clean water,  
clean air and mental health. The Nature Conservancy’s 
urban conservation focus in our region is on Washington, 
D.C., where urban stormwater runoff is the fastest 
growing source of pollution to our rivers and to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

In 2019, we made substantial progress with our D.C. 
stormwater program. We completed the construction of 
the second phase of stormwater retention infrastructure 
at Mount Olivet Cemetery—a project that now captures 
more than 3-5 million gallons of stormwater runoff each 

year. The project at Mount Olivet Cemetery also generates 
more than 160,000 stormwater retention credits annually,  
which are sold on D.C.’s stormwater credit-trading 
market, generating returns on investment that go right 
back into the ground in the form of new projects.

As we plan new stormwater projects in D.C., we are now 
equipped with a valuable resource, thanks to another 
project completed in 2019. This past year we worked  
with Dewberry, an environmental consulting firm with 
engineering and geospatial analysis expertise, to analyze 
the D.C. landscape. The firm produced a series of maps 
that identify sites across the District where nature can 
help people by reducing stormwater pollution, flooding 
and urban heat. The maps will guide our future projects 
and those of our partners as we work together to create a 
healthy urban environment for both people and nature.

The project at 
Mount Olivet 

Cemetery also 
generates more 

than 160,000 
stormwater 

retention credits 
each year… 

generating returns 
on investment  

that go right back 
into the ground  

in the form of  
new projects.
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LARGE At Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
we have replaced more than 
35,000 square feet of asphalt with 
rain gardens. INSET TNC urban 
conservation team members Kahlil 
Kettering and Lena Easton-Calabria 
help plant the community-designed 
greenspace at Mount Olivet 
Cemetery. OPPOSITE PAGE Solar 
panels located off route 50 near 
Chesapeake College on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. ALL IMAGES  
© Matt Kane 



POWER THE 
FUTURE



10 We Grow Clean Energy
We already have the tools to tackle climate change. Now  
we need to use them—and quickly. The Nature Conservancy  
is delivering nature-based solutions to remove carbon  
from the atmosphere, such as planting trees, restoring 
wetlands and building carbon storage into agricultural 
best practices. At the same time, we are growing clean 
energy by working with governments to show how renewable  
energy development can grow economies while reducing 
carbon emissions. 

In 2019, Maryland passed one of the most ambitious 
renewable energy policies of any state in the country in the 
form of the Clean Energy Jobs Act. The legislation brings 
Maryland to the forefront of states that are using policy to 
accelerate the investment in a green economy. TNC played 
a critical role in getting this bill passed; now the real work 
begins. With a legacy rooted in protecting ecologically 

significant land and water, we are working to accelerate 
renewable energy projects on marginal lands so that 
renewable development does not impact healthy and 
productive ecosystems. In 2020 we will work closely with 
elected officials and industry stakeholders to develop  
the processes and policies that will accelerate renewable 
energy projects in the places that will have the lowest 
environmental impact. 
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Solar energy panels above a 
Chesapeake College parking lot 
use land that has already been 
degraded to produce clean energy 
while providing shade to the 
parked cars. © Matt Kane

With a legacy rooted in protecting 
ecologically significant land and water,  
we are working to accelerate renewable 
energy projects on marginal lands so that 
renewable development does not impact 
healthy and productive ecosystems. 



We Inspire  
Tomorrow’s Leaders
“The best way to predict the future is to create it,” 
goes the saying generally attributed to President 
Abraham Lincoln. At The Nature Conservancy,  
we couldn’t agree more. As the world’s leading 
conservation organization, we believe in addressing 
the root cause of any problem, including environmental  
injustice. Good policy is most often the result of an 
informed, engaged and knowledgeable citizenry, and 
empowering the next generation of environmental 
advocates will help create a future where environmental  
policy is grounded in science.

TNC's Maryland/DC chapter has created a youth 
advocacy training that teaches teens how to use  
their civic voices effectively by exploring real, local 
environmental policy issues with TNC professionals. 
Through our access to elected officials, our youth 
training program often includes experiences where 
students meet with lawmakers to deliver their own 
environmental advocacy strategies. In 2019, more 
than 200 high school students participated in our 
advocacy training, including two sessions that we led 
at the United Nations Youth Assembly. 

By working with youth, we are building the next 
generation of environmental leaders. When young 
people feel connected to nature and to their 
communities, they are inspired to support both  
into the future.

In 2019, more than 
200 high school 
students participated 
in our advocacy 
training, including two 
sessions that we led 
at the United Nations 
Youth Assembly.

TOP TNC staff Josh Kurtz and Kahlil Kettering help students learn how to 
use their civic voices. © TNC; BOTTOM Students from Allegany County 
public high schools help clean a beaver baffle at TNC's Finzel Swamp 
Preserve as part of a summer internship with TNC. © Bianca Bowman



 Visit us online at nature.org/marylanddc
 Like us at facebook.com/natureDCMDVA
 Tweet us at @Nature_DCMDVA

© Bianca Bowman 
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