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DEAR CONSERVATION PARTNERS:

In 2016, the Conservancy reached a milestone-100,000 acres of wild 
Kansas under permanent protection. This significant achievement took 
27 years of hard work, good science, and on-the-ground collaboration. 
It wouldn’t have been possible without the cooperation of private 
landowners and other partners. We have a talented and dedicated 
staff team that carries out our bold mission, but this was only possible 
through your support. You, the Conservancy’s members and supporters 
make the connections, uphold our reputation, generate the revenue, 
and communicate our shared vision. You are essential to conservation 
that is big, meaningful, and lasting. The momentum of our work has 
led to a surge of new opportunities for conserving wild Kansas, and in 
just the next twelve months, we are likely to expand our conservation 
footprint to 150,000 acres.

We are also learning to measure conservation successes in terms 
other than acres. Our David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas 
Initiative is officially launched, and I’m truly excited to see the 
stream conservation victories begin to accumulate. New support has 
allowed us to take on more interns and researchers. Our landowner 
partnerships continue to affect fire, grazing, and management practices 
that help Kansas landowners improve both the ecological and economic 
health of their lands.

Thank you for continuing your support of conservation in Kansas … for 
this generation and those to come.

Sincerely,

Rob Manes 
Director, Kansas

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Thank
    You!
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BY THE NUMBERS

101,868 

acres protected by The Nature 
Conservancy across Kansas 

—

 
 100

size of bison herd at Tallgrass  
Prairie National Preserve 

—

 
 $3.6 

million will be distributed to 
Kansas and Oklahoma landowners 

over the next 5 years thanks to 
the Conservancy’s successful 

application to the USDA’s Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 

—  7,772
Kansas Conservancy members 

—

 
 4

land purchases or conservation 
easements closed in 2016 

— 
 

9
land protection transactions  

'in the works' 

 
 15

ranchers participated in Kansas 
Grazing Lands Coalition range 

schools hosted at  
Conservancy preserves

10
people, including Kansas-based 

National Park Service and U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service staff, participated 

in a controlled fire learning 
exchange at the Tallgrass Prairie 

Preserve in Oklahoma. 

—  602.5
total miles of streams  
owned or protected by  

the Conservancy  
in Kansas 

—  387
2nd grade students participated 

in Wetlands Education Day at 
Cheyenne Bottoms in September. 

17
agreements with neighboring 

landowners at Smoky Valley Ranch 
to coordinate black-tailed prairie 

dog management 

208
football fields – size of an inholding 

at Smoky Valley Ranch that was 
purchased this year increasing 

critical nesting habitat for Lesser 
prairie-chickens 

—  160
acres – size of property acquired  

in Comanche County 

— 
 

36
Mead’s Milkweed ramets 

(individual plants regenerating  
from a single ancestor) found 
in May after a November 2015 
transplant of just 26 ramets – 
a successful transplantation! 

32,000
Buff-breasted Sandpipers 

documented in the Flint Hills of 
Kansas & Oklahoma – one-third  
of the entire species population
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IN OCTOBER OF 1872, O.C. Marsh – Yale 
professor, noted explorer, author, and the 
preeminent paleontologist of his time – 
conducted a fossil hunting expedition to 
the chalk breaks along the Smoky Hill River 
in western Kansas. One hundred million 
years before that, the area was inhabited by 
the various lifeforms of the great Western 
Interior Seaway that covered this part of the 
continent. It was the remnants of these giant 
clams, mosasaurs and ancient sharks that 
brought Professor Marsh to Logan County, 
Kansas nearly 150 years ago. Upon his arrival 
he witnessed a sprawling herd of free-roaming 
bison and bands of antelope grazing on the 
prairie while golden eagles and ferruginous 
hawks soared above in the blue Kansas skies. 
According to his personal account, 

During the mid-late 1800s, travelers on the 
Smoky Hill Trail would have been a diverse 
bunch – explorers, prospectors, settlers and 
businessmen – all looking for a new start in 
a new world. Leaving Atchison and following 
an ancient Indian trail along the Smoky Hill 
River and eventually to Denver, they would 

In October 2016, the iconic land formation known 
as Little Jerusalem became part of The Nature 
Conservancy’s Smoky Valley Ranch in Logan County.

have traversed what seemed like an endless 
sea of grass. That is, until they encountered 
the odd lunar landscape of what became 
known as “Little Jerusalem,” the most 
expansive geologic feature they would see 
until the Rocky Mountains. Little Jerusalem 
became, and has remained, an important 
local landmark, and explorers of all ages have 
crawled through its canyons and gazed from its 
hilltops in wonder.

Today, these formations are host to 85-million-
year-old fossils of clams, mosasaurs, bony fish 
and shark’s teeth. They also provide unique 
and important habitat for ferruginous hawks, 
cliff swallows rock wrens, green toads and 
many other native amphibians and reptiles. 
Little Jerusalem is home to the single largest 
population of great plains wild buckwheat, an 
endemic plant that is found in the chalk bluffs 
prairie of western Kansas and nowhere else 
in the world. With its breathtaking views and 
unique ecology, Little Jerusalem provides a 
tremendous opportunity to connect people  
to the wonders of the prairie.

LITTLE JERUSALEM 
BIG VIEWS 

“The sight was so wonderful 
that we sat on our horses  
for some time, watching  
the countless throng…”
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When The Nature Conservancy acquired 
the larger Smoky Valley Ranch in 1999, it 
was the largest private land purchase for 
conservation in the history of Kansas. The 
opportunity to preserve one of the state's best 
remnants of shortgrass prairie in the state 
was one that couldn’t be missed. The ranch, 
which is situated between Oakley and Scott 
City, had a long history of livestock grazing, 
and under the Conservancy’s management 
it remains a working ranch. The plants, 
animals and biological processes that make a 
healthy prairie simply cannot exist without 
grazing – whether by large wild mammals like 
bison and elk, or domestic cattle. And while 
the Conservancy recognizes that cropland is 
vitally important to our local economy and 
for feeding a growing world, about 80 percent 
of Kansas’ grasslands have been converted to 
some other use. The remaining 20 percent 
of grassland is not only critical for ranching 
families and Kansas’s multi-billion-dollar beef 
industry, it also represents some of the last 
vast, wild places in Kansas.

Although conserving prairie and maximizing 
its native biodiversity is at the heart of the 
Conservancy’s efforts in western Kansas, 
we do not take lightly our responsibility to 

steward the ranch’s historic, geologic and 
fossil resources. This working ranch is full 
of evidence of how humans have relied on 
this land for thousands of years and continue 
to today; here, it is clear that the human 
and natural histories of a place are deeply 
interwoven. The incredible Little Jerusalem 
rock formations will be a highlight of the 
ranch’s diverse resources, taking visitors back 
to the days of the Smoky Hill Trail, to gaze in 
wonder at the rugged, awe-inspiring rocks  
and surrounding prairie.

In the coming year, The Nature Conservancy 
will develop public access to Little Jerusalem 
that ensures its preservation into the future.

WATCH a video showing Little  
Jerusalem. Scan the QR code:
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100 MILLION YEARS AGO  
Much of modern-day Kansas is covered by the vast inland 
sea that splits North America into two land masses.
—
66 MILLION YEARS AGO   
The Western Interior Seaway begins to recede, leaving the 
carbonate deposits throughout the region that we know as 
the chalk bluffs and Niobrara Chalk formations.
—
11,000-15,000 YEARS AGO  
Paleo Indians occupy the region and hunt ancient bison by 
running them off cliffs at Twelve Mile Creek. Bison antiquus 
were 15-25% larger than the modern Bison bison.
—
4,000-10,000 YEARS AGO  
As the climate warms and becomes more arid, megafauna 
populations decline and human activity in the area around 
Smoky Valley Ranch greatly decreases.
 —
PRE -19TH CENTURY  
Tribes like the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Pawnee, Comanche  
and Kiowa inhabit the Smoky Hill River Valley.
—
1842  
Colonel John C. Fremont comes through present-day  
Smoky Valley Ranch on his mapping expedition to the  
Rocky Mountains.
—
 1854  
Kansas territory is opened for European settlement. 
Conversion of native prairie for crop production begins  
on a larger scale.

1867  
General George A. Custer and the 7th Cavalry camp at  
the ranch. Wild Bill Hickok visits as a US Army scout. 
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody uses the area as his hunting 
ground for supplying meat to railroad construction crews.
—
1895  
Just 8 years after Logan County is founded and named  
for General John A. Logan, evidence of the earliest human 
inhabitation of North America is discovered at Smoky  
Valley Ranch along Twelve Mile Creek.
—
1999  
The Nature Conservancy purchases Smoky Valley Ranch.
—
2000  
Bison are reintroduced to Smoky Valley Ranch.
—
2007  
Black-footed ferrets, North America’s most endangered 
mammal, are reintroduced to the interior of Smoky Valley 
Ranch. The remainder of the ranch is managed for increased 
forage and prairie-chicken habitat.
—
2016  
The Nature Conservancy acquires the iconic land formation 
known as Little Jerusalem.

SMOKY VALLEY RANCH TIMELINE
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IN SEPTEMBER, the Flint Hills of Kansas and 
Oklahoma received a rare designation from 
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) which recognized the 
importance of the region’s tallgrass prairie as a 
stopover point for migrating shorebirds.

The WHSRN Hemispheric Council voted 
unanimously to approve the nomination of 
the 3.7 million-acre Flint Hills as a WHSRN 
Landscape of Hemispheric Importance. The 
Council created the “Landscape” category to 
accommodate vast areas, or a complex of areas, 
of importance to shorebirds where designating 
any one "site" therein is not feasible. 
Such areas often comprise a multitude of 
landowners that are represented by one or 
more partner organizations submitting the 
WHSRN nomination. 

As the lead partner in submitting the 
nomination, The Nature Conservancy of 
Kansas works with private landowners who 
desire to consider shorebirds and their 
habitats in land management activities within 
the newly designated WHSRN Landscape.

“The Flint Hills are among our highest 
conservation priorities in Kansas and in North 
America. This historic designation rightly 
recognizes the ecological importance of the 
area, and it will accelerate our partnership 
efforts to conserve the ecological and economic 
richness of the tallgrass prairie” said Cheyenne 
Bottoms and Kansas Avian Programs Manager 
Robert Penner II. “The future of some American 
shorebird populations rests on our ability to 
safeguard places like the Flint Hills.” 

The Conservancy and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service began the effort to quantify 
the shorebirds moving through the Flint 
Hills each spring five years ago. Several 
species were noted over the years, including 
American Golden-Plover, Upland Sandpiper, 
and Killdeer. But it was the Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper that helped clinch the designation. 
Over 32,000 Buff-breasted Sandpipers - more 
than 30 percent of the entire North American 
population - was documented as using the 
Flint Hills as a migration stopover point. 

More than 160,000 shorebirds 
were documented in the Flint Hills 
through this effort.

FLINT HILLS NAMED 
GLOBALLY IMPORTANT 
SHOREBIRD HABITAT

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

“We are passionate supporters of 
preserving natural environments. As 
lifelong Kansans, we're proud of the 
tremendous accomplishments of 
The Nature Conservancy of Kansas. 
Our commitment to protecting 
nature transcends our personal 
experiences. We know that 
investing in our future will allow 
others to benefit. Beyond annual 
contributions, estate planning 
allows anyone to express personal 
values in perpetuity. We are excited 
to be able to make this commitment 
now, and are proud to make a small 
contribution that will have a lasting, 
positive impact on future Kansans 
and future generations.”

SHANNY AND ERIC MORGENSTERN of Overland Park celebrated 
20 years of membership of The Nature Conservancy in 2016.  It was 
also the year they became Legacy Club members, by establishing a 
special fund that will provide ongoing annual support to The Nature 
Conservancy after their lifetimes.  They hope to inspire others to give 
to causes they care about.
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JULY 1, 2016 The Nature Conservancy went live with an internet-
based wind energy siting tool called Site Wind Right.  This tool 
helps developers identify and avoid areas that wind farms would 
irreparably damage.  Just as important, it helps developers 
identify areas primed for wind development.

If you would like to learn more and 
view the wind siting tool, visit nature.
org/sitewindright. And while you’re at 
it, be sure to ask your utility company 
if they are buying wind energy only 
from wildlife-friendly wind farms.

READ MORE at Conservancy Talk “Where Does Your 
Wind Energy Come From and Is It Really ‘Green’”?   
Scan the QR code or go to blog.nature.org

SITE IT RIGHT
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Investing in Our Future and Yours



THE NATURE CONSERVANCY — KANSAS 98

IN SEPTEMBER, the Flint Hills of Kansas and 
Oklahoma received a rare designation from 
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) which recognized the 
importance of the region’s tallgrass prairie as a 
stopover point for migrating shorebirds.

The WHSRN Hemispheric Council voted 
unanimously to approve the nomination of 
the 3.7 million-acre Flint Hills as a WHSRN 
Landscape of Hemispheric Importance. The 
Council created the “Landscape” category to 
accommodate vast areas, or a complex of areas, 
of importance to shorebirds where designating 
any one "site" therein is not feasible. 
Such areas often comprise a multitude of 
landowners that are represented by one or 
more partner organizations submitting the 
WHSRN nomination. 

As the lead partner in submitting the 
nomination, The Nature Conservancy of 
Kansas works with private landowners who 
desire to consider shorebirds and their 
habitats in land management activities within 
the newly designated WHSRN Landscape.

“The Flint Hills are among our highest 
conservation priorities in Kansas and in North 
America. This historic designation rightly 
recognizes the ecological importance of the 
area, and it will accelerate our partnership 
efforts to conserve the ecological and economic 
richness of the tallgrass prairie” said Cheyenne 
Bottoms and Kansas Avian Programs Manager 
Robert Penner II. “The future of some American 
shorebird populations rests on our ability to 
safeguard places like the Flint Hills.” 

The Conservancy and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service began the effort to quantify 
the shorebirds moving through the Flint 
Hills each spring five years ago. Several 
species were noted over the years, including 
American Golden-Plover, Upland Sandpiper, 
and Killdeer. But it was the Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper that helped clinch the designation. 
Over 32,000 Buff-breasted Sandpipers - more 
than 30 percent of the entire North American 
population - was documented as using the 
Flint Hills as a migration stopover point. 

More than 160,000 shorebirds 
were documented in the Flint Hills 
through this effort.

FLINT HILLS NAMED 
GLOBALLY IMPORTANT 
SHOREBIRD HABITAT

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

“We are passionate supporters of 
preserving natural environments. As 
lifelong Kansans, we're proud of the 
tremendous accomplishments of 
The Nature Conservancy of Kansas. 
Our commitment to protecting 
nature transcends our personal 
experiences. We know that 
investing in our future will allow 
others to benefit. Beyond annual 
contributions, estate planning 
allows anyone to express personal 
values in perpetuity. We are excited 
to be able to make this commitment 
now, and are proud to make a small 
contribution that will have a lasting, 
positive impact on future Kansans 
and future generations.”

SHANNY AND ERIC MORGENSTERN of Overland Park celebrated 
20 years of membership of The Nature Conservancy in 2016.  It was 
also the year they became Legacy Club members, by establishing a 
special fund that will provide ongoing annual support to The Nature 
Conservancy after their lifetimes.  They hope to inspire others to give 
to causes they care about.

  F
LI

C
KR

 U
SE

R 
SE

A
BA

M
IR

U
M

 B
Y 

CC
 2

.0

  C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

TH
E 

M
O

RG
EN

TS
TE

RN
S

JULY 1, 2016 The Nature Conservancy went live with an internet-
based wind energy siting tool called Site Wind Right.  This tool 
helps developers identify and avoid areas that wind farms would 
irreparably damage.  Just as important, it helps developers 
identify areas primed for wind development.

If you would like to learn more and 
view the wind siting tool, visit nature.
org/sitewindright. And while you’re at 
it, be sure to ask your utility company 
if they are buying wind energy only 
from wildlife-friendly wind farms.

READ MORE at Conservancy Talk “Where Does Your 
Wind Energy Come From and Is It Really ‘Green’”?   
Scan the QR code or go to blog.nature.org

SITE IT RIGHT

  J
IM

 G
RI

G
G

S

Investing in Our Future and Yours



THE NATURE CONSERVANCY — KANSAS 1110

ROB MANES
State Director
—
My favorite place to fish, hunt, and 
just be in nature with close friends 
and family is the Smoky Hill River in 
Ellsworth County…or any uncrowded 
place where the water is clear  
and flowing.

MATT BAIN 
Smoky Valley Ranch Project Manager 
— 
My favorite place to bow hunt deer  
is my family’s farm in Ness County. 

KELLY BLANDFORD
Associate Director of  
Philanthropy
— 
My favorite place to hike is  
the Flint Hills during wildflower 
season.

KEN BRUNSON
Red Hills Project Coordinator 
—
My favorite place to bike in Kansas  
is in the Red Hills.

NATALIE BUSBY
Operations Coordinator
—
My favorite (recently discovered) place 
to spend time with my family outdoors 
in Kansas is zip lining in the Flint  
Hills in Manhattan.

JOHN COUGHER 
Director of Philanthropy 
— 
My favorite place to hike in Kansas  
is at Clinton Lake. 

JIM HAYS
Conservation Projects 
Coordinator
— 
My favorite place to fish in Kansas is  
in any Flint Hills stream. 

RALPH JONES
TIS Operations Manager, Kansas and 
Nebraska 
—
My favorite place to power paraglide is 
over soft fields of sod.

KRIS KNIGHT
Director of Conservation
— 
My favorite place to canoe is the rivers 
and lakes of Kansas. 

PAULA MATILE
Conservation Specialist
— 
My favorite place to spend time with 
my family in Kansas is fishing from the 
edge of a Flint Hills pasture pond as 
the sun is rising.

HEIDI MEHL
Kansas Healthy Streams  
Initiative Manager
— 
My favorite place to kayak in Kansas is 
on the Kansas River where it crosses 
the Flint Hills. 

JENNIFER MULLER
Director of Operations
— 
My favorite place to ride my bike with 
my daughter is in Lawrence, Kansas.

LAURA NORIAN
Grants Specialist for Kansas and Iowa
— 
My favorite place to spend the 
weekend is on the prairie. 

BRIAN OBERMEYER
Landscapes Program Manager
— 
My favorite place to enjoy nature 
(hunt, fish or hike) is in the  
Flint Hills.

ROBERT PENNER
Cheyenne Bottoms and Avian  
Programs Manager 
—
My favorite place to just clear my mind 
by walking the dogs is on my acreage in 
Barton, County. 

ALAN OBORNY
Rangeland Specialist,  
Smoky Valley Ranch
— 
One of my favorite activities requires 
very little activity. Imagine this: 
 

Sitting on the west porch in the early  
   morning darkness, 
Hot coffee in hand, maybe a scone or raisin  
   toast close by. 
The air is cool, moist, still and fresh. 
Listening quietly to the night sounds. 
A cricket cheeping good night, 
kingbirds chattering good morning, 
A distant coyote howling, hoping for an answer. 
A great horned owl hooting his soft call, 
The playful yipping and a mature howling  
   of a den of swift foxes. 
The ever scolding blue jays just looking for someone  
   to scold, the mourning doves soft coo, 
And as the day begins to break, likely the gobble of  
   a big Tom turkey, one of nature’s alarm clocks 
   roosting in the river bottom. 
Then if you’re lucky and you listen very intently 
Nothing, no sound at all.

RUTH PALMER
Executive Assistant
—  
My favorite place to enjoy nature  
and the most intact undisturbed  
wild natural area in Kansas is at  
Smoky Valley Ranch. 

KEITH REIF
Land Steward, Cheyenne Bottoms
 — 
My favorite place to fish in Kansas is 
at our farm ponds in northern Barton 
County with my wife and kids. 

LAURA ROSE CLAWSON
Philanthropy Manager
— 
My favorite place to go on a nature 
walk with my daughter is the Kansas 
River Levee Trail in Lawrence. 

SHELBY STACY
Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator
— 
My favorite place to explore is the 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve 
during a brisk autumn day. 

GREG WINGFIELD
Conservation Lands Specialist 
— 
My favorite place to Savor, not Save, 
the world, is camping on Mill Creek 
in Wabaunsee County. “I arise in the 
morning torn between a desire to 
save the world and a desire to savor 
the world. This makes it hard to plan 
the day.” E. B. White

TIME IN NATURE  |  How our staff spends it
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PARTNERSHIP YIELDS GREAT 
PROGRESS IN SMOKY HILLS

Partnerships are critical to the success of The 
Nature Conservancy. Combined resources allow 
for increased conservation in priority regions of 
the state. Such is the case of the Conservancy’s 

eight-year partnership with the Ranchland Trust of Kansas 
(RTK) to advance conservation in the Smoky Hills.

The Smoky Hills are located in north-central Kansas. Their 
tallgrass and mixed-grass prairies cover chalk, limestone 
and sandstone outcroppings. The area has been a priority 
for the Conservancy for several years, but little had been 
done as limited resources were demanded in other areas  
of the state.

In 2008, RTK undertook an effort to offset the impact made 
by Meridian Way Wind Farm located in Cloud county. 
Utilizing a combination of voluntary mitigation funds as 
well as assistance from partners like the Conservancy,  
RTK has permanently protected more than 13,000 acres 
with conservation easements.

This important partnership has led to several  
conservation wins:

 »significant improvements in grassland habitat

 »establishment of the Conservancy’s and RTK’s first 
project in the Smoky Hills region; 

 »setting a high standard for ecological responsibility  
in wind energy development, and 

 »the first mitigation project recognizing ecological offsets 
as an important component of wind energy development. 

The Nature Conservancy has offered in-kind advisory 
services, a vehicle donation and a bridge loan to purchase 
conservation easements. Several other organizations and 
agencies helped make this a success including the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service; Natural Resource Conservation Service; 
Pheasants Forever, and Kansas State University Research 
and Extension. 

ABOVE: Barbara and Glenn Walker of the Walker Family
conservation easement which protects 1,949 acres in the Smoky
Hills. The ranch's location, with access to I-70 and Highway 140
north and west of Brookville, puts it under considerable residential
development pressure. In addition, the ranch holds significant
historical value, as ruts from the original Smoky Hill Trail and
Butterflied Overland Stage Route can still be identified. There
are Native American petroglyphs depicting bison hunting. Most
importantly, the easement allows the family to protect the ranch  
for cattle grazing. Glenn and Barbara Walker, along with their family,
which includes sons and daughters-in-laws, have almost 4,500
total acres under conservation easement.

Ranchland Trust of 
Kansas was formed in 
2003 as an affiliate of 
the Kansas Livestock 
Association with a 
mission to preserve 
Kansas’ ranching 
heritage and open  
spaces for future 
generations through  
the conservation of 
working landscapes.   
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FELLOW SPENDS SUMMER CHECKING STREAM QUALITY
Kansas State University student Cale Hedges spent his 
summer wading into the waters of Kansas. As the first 
David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas Fellow,  
he was tasked with assessing ten streams over ten weeks, 
looking for signs of algae, bank erosion, cattle impacts  
and riparian vegetation quality. 

According to the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment, 3 out of 4 streams are impaired for some 
human use. Sediment, fertilizer and other pollutants from 
agricultural and urban runoff, over-grazing and erosion 
have chipped away at many once a healthy streams. One of 
the goals of the Beals Healthy Streams for Kansas Initiative 
is to restore and protect degraded streams. The surveys 
Hedges conducted were a first step in understanding the 
status of stream conditions on Conservancy-protected 
lands. Free-flowing waters and abundant native fish 
populations were positive signs. Overall, the streams 
quality was very good thanks to land management 
practices like conserving native grasses, protecting riparian 
corridors and adjusting stocking rates based on rainfall.

The final report compiled by Hedges will be used to inform 
future Conservancy projects and demonstration areas 
which can serve as reference sites for other landowners. 

“The results from the surveys will be very beneficial as it 
shows you can graze cattle and still have healthy streams,” 
said Hedges.
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historical value, as ruts from the original Smoky Hill Trail and
Butterflied Overland Stage Route can still be identified. There
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importantly, the easement allows the family to protect the ranch  
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which includes sons and daughters-in-laws, have almost 4,500
total acres under conservation easement.
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“Cattle grazing on native grasslands is where conservation and food 
production come together” says Rob Manes, director of The Nature 
Conservancy in Kansas. Manes and colleague William Burnidge from 
the Conservancy’s Colorado chapter represent the Conservancy to the 
U.S. Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (USRSB), a multi-stakeholder 
organization developing sustainability strategies and metrics with the 
beef industry. In 2016, the group announced six priority sustainability 
indicators. The Conservancy’s participation focuses on the natural 
resources used throughout the entire beef supply chain –robust native 
grasslands, water quantity & quality, and air quality. 

Improving grazed land condition has multiple benefits: wildlife 
habitats, reduced nutrient runoff, improved water management, soil 
health and resilience to climate change through storage of soil carbon.   

“The majority of ranchers are already taking good care of their land. 
They are front-line conservationists who know the land won’t produce 
if not cared for” notes Manes.

USRSB chairman John Butler of Beef Marketing Group, which 
has operations across Kansas and Nebraska, has recognized the 
Conservancy as “an important partner in determining how we can 
improve the natural resources necessary to produce our beef products.”

CONSERVANCY EXPERTISE TAPPED 
FOR STAKEHOLDERS ORGANIZATION

 »Grazing is an essential part 
of rangeland health – it can 
actually help preserve grassland 
ecosystems like the beloved Flint 
Hills of Kansas.

 »The economic impact of cattle 
in the United States is more 
than $70 Billion. And more than 
50% of the value of U.S. sales 
of cattle comes from just five 
states: Texas, Nebraska, Kansas, 
California, and Oklahoma.  

  H
A

RL
A

N
D

 S
C

H
U

ST
ER

  H
A

RL
A

N
D

 S
C

H
U

ST
ER

 A
LL

 P
H

O
TO

S 
TH

IS
 P

A
G

E 
TH

E 
N

AT
U

RE
 C

O
N

SE
RV

A
N

CY
 / 

KE
N

 B
RU

N
SO

N

Landowner Don Gerstner kept an eye on the wall of 
fire rolling in the distance. “We thought it would be 
contained before it hit our pasture.” He was wrong. 
The fire would soon engulf everything leaving just 
minutes for him and his wife to evacuate as they 
drove over flames igniting their driveway. 
During the week of March 22nd, the Anderson Creek Wildfire burned nearly 
400,000 acres in the Red Hills of Kansas and Oklahoma, destroying 12 homes 
and summoning over 130 fire units. No human lives were claimed, but there were 
significant losses to livestock and other property. 

“This fire had the ultimate elements to keep it moving – high winds and loads of fuel 
in the form of red cedars,” said Ken Brunson, The Nature Conservancy’s Red Hills 
Program Coordinator. Cedars are an enormous problem in this area. For decades 
they have continued to grow and overrun much of the prairie greedily sucking water 
and overtaking forage for cattle. 

Since 2011, the Conservancy has worked to help landowners fight the “green 
glacier," as the heavily forested areas are called. The Conservancy’s successful 
application to the federal Regional Conservation Partnership Program this year 
will leverage private dollars to bring additional funding directly to landowners for 
range improvement programs, particularly in the area affected by the Anderson 
Creek Wildfire. Projects will include clearing standing dead cedars and removing 
living trees that have encroached on rangeland. Funds will also be used to promote 
prescribed burning and better grassland management.

“Aside from the immediate disaster and losses associated with this wildfire, it  
served to help rid a landscape of invasive cedar trees over the heart of Red Hills,” 
said Brunson. 

AFTER THE FIRE: 
CONTROLLING THE GREEN GLACIER
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Landowner Don Gerstner kept an eye on the wall of 
fire rolling in the distance. “We thought it would be 
contained before it hit our pasture.” He was wrong. 
The fire would soon engulf everything leaving just 
minutes for him and his wife to evacuate as they 
drove over flames igniting their driveway. 
During the week of March 22nd, the Anderson Creek Wildfire burned nearly 
400,000 acres in the Red Hills of Kansas and Oklahoma, destroying 12 homes 
and summoning over 130 fire units. No human lives were claimed, but there were 
significant losses to livestock and other property. 

“This fire had the ultimate elements to keep it moving – high winds and loads of fuel 
in the form of red cedars,” said Ken Brunson, The Nature Conservancy’s Red Hills 
Program Coordinator. Cedars are an enormous problem in this area. For decades 
they have continued to grow and overrun much of the prairie greedily sucking water 
and overtaking forage for cattle. 

Since 2011, the Conservancy has worked to help landowners fight the “green 
glacier," as the heavily forested areas are called. The Conservancy’s successful 
application to the federal Regional Conservation Partnership Program this year 
will leverage private dollars to bring additional funding directly to landowners for 
range improvement programs, particularly in the area affected by the Anderson 
Creek Wildfire. Projects will include clearing standing dead cedars and removing 
living trees that have encroached on rangeland. Funds will also be used to promote 
prescribed burning and better grassland management.

“Aside from the immediate disaster and losses associated with this wildfire, it  
served to help rid a landscape of invasive cedar trees over the heart of Red Hills,” 
said Brunson. 

AFTER THE FIRE: 
CONTROLLING THE GREEN GLACIER
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request: “If the Nature Conservancy doesn’t take on this 
project,” he recalls them saying, “the park is gone in the 
state of Kansas.” 

In response, the Conservancy’s Kansas Board of Trustees 
agreed to provide a loan that would enable the Kansas Park 
Trust to proceed with its purchase. A few weeks later, in 
2005, The Nature Conservancy took over the ownership 
itself and entered into a partnership with the National 
Park Service.

Alan Pollom’s successor, Rob Manes, explains the 
relationship that still exists today: “We have an agreement 
with the National Park Service that basically recognizes 
that they own and operate the historic buildings site; we 
own the rest of the 11,000 acres around it. We operate it 
together as a partnership.” 

More insights about TNC’s role at the preserve can be found 
in the documentary, which is entitled “Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve: A Flint Hills Love Story.” Produced 
by Prairie Hollow Productions in conjunction with The 
Flint Hills Discovery 
Center Foundation, 
the film premieres in 
November at public 
screenings in Emporia 
and Manhattan, with 
broadcasts throughout 
the region following 
shortly thereafter.

16

KANSAS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Kelly Harrison, CHAIR, Lawrence 
William F. (Brad) Bradley, Jr.,  
  VICE CHAIR ELECT, Olathe

G. Kenneth Baum, Stilwell
Bradley A. Bergman, Leawood 
Bill Blessing, Leawood 
William F. (Brad) Bradley, Jr., Overland Park
Gordon W. Elliott, Pittsburg
Craig Freeman, Lawrence
Scott Heidtbrink, Smithville, MO
Richard Hines, Erie
Nancy Kassebaum Baker, Burdick
Wayne Lebsack, Lyons
Meleda Lowry, Chicago, IL
William Lyons, Mission Hills
Sidney A. McKnight, Jr., Parker
Henry Newell, Kansas City, MO
Patty Reece, Mission Hills
William M. Riley, Jr., Manhattan
Scott Ritchie, Wichita 
R. Douglas Sebelius, Norton
Elizabeth Solberg, Kansas City, MO
John K. Strickler, Manhattan
William Stueck, Stilwell
Dale Trott, Lenexa
Stephanie Turner, Great Bend
William G. Watson, Towanda
Tyler Woolfolk, Protection
Roger Zellers, Wichita 

The Nature Conservancy’s Values
Our approach to conservation has earned us the trust and 
support of millions of people around the world and is reflected 
by The Nature Conservancy’s Values. Our values are not 
mere platitudes; they are deeply held convictions for all who 
represent The Nature Conservancy:

Integrity Beyond Reproach
We will meet the highest ethical and professional standards in 
all of our organizational endeavors and, in doing so, we hold 
ourselves accountable to our mission and to the public.

Respect for People, Communities and Cultures
Enduring conservation success depends on the active 
involvement of people and partners whose lives and 
livelihoods are linked to the natural systems we seek to 
conserve. We respect the needs, values and traditions of local 
communities and cultures, and we forge relationships based 
on mutual benefit and trust.

Commitment to Diversity
We recognize that conservation is best advanced by the 
leadership and contributions of men and women of diverse 
backgrounds, beliefs and cultures. We will recruit and mentor 
staff to create an inclusive organization that reflects our 
global character.

One Conservancy
Our strength and vitality lie in being one organization 
working together in local places and across borders to achieve 
our global mission. We value the collective and collaborative 
efforts that are so essential to our success.

Tangible, Lasting Results 
We use the best available science, a creative spirit and a non- 
confrontational approach to craft innovative solutions to 
complex conservation problems at scales that matter and in 
ways that will endure.

OUR MISSION

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to conserve 
the lands and waters on which all life depends.

DOCUMENTARY DETAILS HISTORY  
AND CONSERVATION OF PRESERVE

By Dave Kendall,  
Prairie Hollow  

Productions
 

The Nature Conservancy 
plays a key role in a new 
documentary about the 
Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve. As the preserve 
marks its 20th anniversary 
this year, the story behind 
its creation reveals the 
challenges that confronted 
those who worked for its 
establishment. 
It may come as no surprise that the pivotal 
figure many people credit for the creation of 
the preserve is Nancy Kassebaum Baker. She 
stepped in to provide crucial leadership in 
bringing various parties together to craft the 
federal legislation that laid the foundation for 
the preserve. 

Few people may know, however, that the land 
base for the preserve was almost sold out from 
under it less than ten years after it came into 
being. Alan Pollom, former state director of 
the Conservancy in Kansas, remembers the 
negotiations that took place as the National 
Park Trust sought to relieve itself of the 
financial burden associated with its ownership.

Seeking to avert the loss of the preserve, 
the state created the Kansas Park Trust to 
secure ownership. As its purchase option was 
expiring, however, it lacked the funds to do so. 
That’s when representatives of Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius approached Pollom with an urgent Dave Kendall
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request: “If the Nature Conservancy doesn’t take on this 
project,” he recalls them saying, “the park is gone in the 
state of Kansas.” 

In response, the Conservancy’s Kansas Board of Trustees 
agreed to provide a loan that would enable the Kansas Park 
Trust to proceed with its purchase. A few weeks later, in 
2005, The Nature Conservancy took over the ownership 
itself and entered into a partnership with the National 
Park Service.

Alan Pollom’s successor, Rob Manes, explains the 
relationship that still exists today: “We have an agreement 
with the National Park Service that basically recognizes 
that they own and operate the historic buildings site; we 
own the rest of the 11,000 acres around it. We operate it 
together as a partnership.” 

More insights about TNC’s role at the preserve can be found 
in the documentary, which is entitled “Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve: A Flint Hills Love Story.” Produced 
by Prairie Hollow Productions in conjunction with The 
Flint Hills Discovery 
Center Foundation, 
the film premieres in 
November at public 
screenings in Emporia 
and Manhattan, with 
broadcasts throughout 
the region following 
shortly thereafter.
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Tangible, Lasting Results 
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OUR MISSION

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to conserve 
the lands and waters on which all life depends.
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The Nature Conservancy’s accomplishments are made possible by the many individuals, organizations,
businesses and foundations that made gifts to our vital conservation programs. Every gift plays a crucial
role in our work, for people and nature. In addition to acres conserved, your contributions support
many other elements of conservation work, such as science, research, policy and educational internships. 

The Nature Conservancy is honored to recognize the following donors who made contributions from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 that 
supported our work in Kansas. All of the donors have ties to Kansas, and in some cases their donations went to support Conservancy projects 
in other parts of the world. We deeply appreciate every gift and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all of our donors.

LEAD DONOR
David  T. Beals III Charitable Trust,  
  Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
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Bill and Bo Stueck & The Stueck  
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Ward N. Allen
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Mr. William F. Bradley, Jr. Trust
DST Systems, Inc.
KCP&L 
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June Beaver
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  a component fund of the Emporia 
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Stephanie Turner and Randall Fleming
Meleda Wegner Lowry and John Lowry

$10,000-$14,999
Anonymous
Bradley and Elizabeth Bergman
Mark J. Brodkey
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James E. and Carol C. Riley
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Miriam S. Krum
Ann V. Thomas and Roger O. Lambson
Kelly A. Landes
Larson Engineering, Inc.
Benjamin and Betty Leader

OUR DONORS
David and Kristina Balzer
Alice L. Bean
K. Bertelson
Frank A. Bouchard
John S. Bradley
Patricia A. Brown
Peggy R. Browning
Jan and James Campbell
John Cougher
Allyson A. Davis
Ann D. Demaria
Sharon Denton
Robert and Julie DeYoung
Edward W. Dillingham
Carolyn A. Dillon
Douglas County Community Foundation
Chris M. Ellis
David A. Feiock
Gegen Inc. DBA Coordinated  
  Systems & Supplies
Dean and Lesa Goodell
Ken and Juanita Gregoire
Zack and Susan Hangauer
Cheryl M. Hawkinson
John Howard
Cathy and Jim Hoy
Duane and Martha Huizenga
Hutchinson Community Foundation
Bryan and Linda Johnson
Linda S. Johnson
William and Edie Jorns
Karen Lee Killough
Albert and Skaye Kirk
Margaret and Tad Kramar
Lynne M. Larsen
Bryan A. Lee
Lonetta L. Lollar
Christopher Long and Melissa Meyer
Doral and Vincent Mancini
James and Eileen Marshall
Erika L Martin
Lori B. and Andrew Mason
Diane McCallum
John Bottenberg and Carol Duffy McDowell
Mark D. Miller
James and Beverly Mershon
Edward Navone
Dr. and Mrs. Berl Oakley
Pamela  and Fred Oehme
Hugh O'Neill
David H. Orr
Nitin V. Pai
Judith Pease
Barbara Poresky
Tom Richardson and Phoebe Orr-Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Rue
Matt A. Scherer
Sondra L. Schmittgens
David and Debra Seely

James H. and Lida Sharp
Mary E. Singleton
Richard H. Spingler
The Parmelee Foundation
The Sprint Foundation
Martha R. Steincamp
Mikel L. Stout
Glen Stramel
Becky L. Swart
Bill and Chris Taft
Kelly L. Taylor-Bhagat and Sne Bhagat
Giles Thompson
Eric Vidoni
Karsten Vieg
Paul K. West
Greg and Dina Wingfield
Gary C. Wood

IN KIND GOODS AND SERVICES
E. T. Hedges
Melissa Meyer
Stanion Wholesale Electric, Co.
Turner Farms

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS  
(FULLY OR PARTIALLY DONATED)
Bill & Maggie Haw

We make every effort to ensure that our donor 
list is correct, but occasionally errors occur.  
If we have inadvertently left off your name, 
please accept our apologies and inform us of 
the mistake by calling our Philanthropy staff at 
(785) 233-4400.
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Pass on

Your
V a l u e s

Leave a lasting legacy for conservation. 
Making a bequest to The Nature Conservancy is a 
simple way to protect the places you value. You can 
name the Conservancy as a beneficiary of your will, 
trust, retirement plan, life insurance policy or financial 
accounts. Anyone can make a bequest and no amount 
is too small. 

For more information, contact us in Kansas:

(785)233-4400
jcougher@tnc.org
nature.org/bequestad
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Get Involved
» Join our network of volunteers. Contact Shelby Stacy

at sstacy@tnc.org or (785) 233-4400 or sign up at
my.nature.org/forms/volunteer.html

» Use your voice – speak up for nature at voice.nature.org
and find your local legislator at openkansas.org

» Sign up for enews at my.nature.org/forms/email.
html?state=Kansas

» Discover the latest conservation news and living green tips
at blog.nature.org

» Find NGSS-aligned lesson plans that connect nature to the 
classroom at natureworkseverywhere.com

» Send a nature e-card at nature.org/ecards
» Support nature while you shop online by designating The 

Nature Conservancy to receive proceeds on AmazonSmile, 
PlanG, Goodshop, and iGive.com

» Calculate your carbon footprint at
nature.org/carboncalculator

CONTACT US 
Phone (785) 233-4400 
Email kansas@tnc.org 
Online nature.org/kansas

The Nature Conservancy Kansas 
2420 NW Button Road 
Topeka, KS 66618
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