
impact summary
The Nature Conservancy Ohio and
Western Lake Erie Basin Agriculture Team

Our work centers around collaboration because multi-faceted 
challenges require multi-faceted solutions. We are proud to 
partner with farmers and growers, service providers, crop 
advisors, soil and water conservation districts, and other non-
prots who are working to be part of the solution. Our goal is 
to increase the adoption of soil health, nutrient management, 
water management and nature-based solutions. 
Implemented in the right places and at the right scale, these 
practices will restore functional watersheds in the Western 
Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) and throughout Ohio. 

Importantly, we acknowledge that more work has to be done 
to build trust and to address historic racism and inequities in 
agriculture by working in partnership to remove systemic 
barriers facing young and rst-generation farmers and black, 
indigenous and farmers of color.

How we work
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Soil Health 
and Nutrient
Management

Impact:
Ÿ Trained and Supported 15 Farmer Advocates for 

Conservation in the Maumee River Watershed (managing a 
combined 19,000 acres) to advance and elevate the work of 
farmers using regenerative soil health and water 
management practices.

◦ 1,077 Farmers reached with direct contact
◦ 212,060 acres reached with direct contact
◦ 373,721 indirect contacts through articles, social media 

and videos

To learn more, visit the Farmer Advocate for Conservation 
website: www.farmeradvocatesforconservation.com 

Ÿ Co-hosted 3 Women’s Learning Circles in partnership with 
American Farmland Trust to increase availability of 
conservation farming information to women- 27 participants.

Ÿ Created a communication piece focused solely on sharing 
stories from women farmers. Farmer Stories:  Women in 
Agriculture

Ÿ Supported Agraria Center for Regenerative Practice to create 
a Regenerative Farmer Fellowship Program. In its �rst year, 
the program trained 6 women and/or BIPOC growers on 
regenerative practices and building local business 
enterprises. The program and its participants were featured 
at the 2021 Black Farmer's Conference (300 attendees) and at 
an Environmental Professionals Network breakfast meeting 
(75 attendees). In 2022, another cohort of fellows will 
complete the 25-week program.

Ÿ 2021 Ohio/WLEB 4R Certi�cation Program: 60 retail facilities, 
5,800 farmers, 2.8 million acres serviced.

Ÿ 1.1 million agriculture acres have state-approved Voluntary 
Nutrient Management Plans.

Ÿ Supported the launch of a new 4R certi�cation data 
management platform for retailers and a new education 
platform—www.4Rlearning.org.

Ÿ Created 3 learning modules focused on nutrient 
management and conservation practice for retailers. These 
were available for continuing education credits and included 
Spanish translation.

Water
Management

We serve as a technical resource to agriculture 
partners to communicate and understand the 
use of market forces to increase practices on 
agricultural lands.  These activities improve soil 
health and reduce nutrient loss and play a vital 
role in sequestering soil carbon and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  
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Impact:
Ÿ Served on TNC’s Edge of Field Systems Team and 

led quarterly drainage meetings to share 
knowledge and help others communicate and 
implement the Edge of Field Roadmap.

Ÿ Lead outreach for a research project coupling 
elevated phosphorus �elds and edge of �eld 
practices implemented on 12 study sites treating 
400 acres. 

Ÿ Published a peer-reviewed paper: A Public-Private 
Partnership to Locate Fields for Implementation 
and Monitoring of Best Management Practices to 
Treat Legacy Phosphorus

Ÿ Held 6 virtual and in-person �eld day events 
featuring edge of �eld practices.

Ÿ Delivered 14 presentations reaching over 700 
people.

Ÿ Led and coordinated partnership efforts in Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan to understand, use, and 
provide data for the Agriculture Conservation 
Planning Framework toolbox.

Ÿ Held 4 “Lunch and Learn” virtual workshops 
reaching 45 direct contacts; completed 86 
model runs in priority watersheds and shared 
with partners; gave 2 invited presentations 
reaching 90 direct contacts.
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We engage and provide resources to drainage 
managers, conservation technicians, farm advisors 
and farmers to implement water management 
and edge-of-eld practices. By focusing on 
practices that capture, store and release water 
slowly, we can better manage the distribution of 
water across the landscape.

Natural
Infrastructure
We are supporting state agencies and other partners 
with mapping, modeling and outreach to restore and 
protect wetlands, riparian areas and oodplains. The 
benets are numerous and include reduced soil erosion, 
fewer nutrients washing away from elds, and increased 
wildlife habitat.  

Goal: 
Edge-of-�eld and 
water management 
practices are being 
utilized to treat 50% of 
the agriculture acres in 
Ohio and the WLEB.

ABOVE Regenerative Farmer Fellowship Cohort 2021 © Amanda Duprey
RIGHT Alison Grimm, Farmer Advocate for Conservation © David Ike

Soil Health Goal: 
Farmers adopt regenerative soil health 
practices on 900,000 acres.  

Nutrient Management Goal: 
Farmers and farm advisors adopt 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship practices and 
participate in a Certi�cation Program on 
8 million acres.  

Impact:
Ÿ Hired a Natural Infrastructure Director and 2 ecologists to 

advance our Natural Infrastructure program and goals. 

Ÿ Completed design and engineering plans for 12 restoration 
projects throughout Sandusky Bay. Together, these projects 
will improve and create wetlands that provide enhanced 
nutrient processing and habitat for �sh and wildlife.

Ÿ Supported partners to move forward dozens of H2Ohio-
funded projects. All told, more than 12,000 acres of wetlands 
have been restored since the program's launch in 2019. 
Together, these natural areas �lter more than 100,000 acres, 
preventing the �ow of excess nutrients into nearby 
waterways.

Sandhill Crane Wetlands Restoration site © Alexis Sakas
LEFT  Pete Dinius, Farmer Advocate for Conservation © David Ike

Goal: 
Restore 23,000 acres of wetlands, �oodplains 
and stream corridors throughout Ohio.

www.farmeradvocatesforconservation.com
https://tnc.app.box.com/s/vqll3wudxp2ut4grz72f13910nre27o9
https://tnc.app.box.com/s/vqll3wudxp2ut4grz72f13910nre27o9
https://4rlearning.org/login/index.php
https://tnc.app.box.com/s/vqll3wudxp2ut4grz72f13910nre27o9
https://tnc.box.com/s/ra7uvos71hyht5lr0yv8zim6l5322e8u
https://tnc.box.com/s/ra7uvos71hyht5lr0yv8zim6l5322e8u
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Restore 23,000 acres of wetlands, �oodplains 
and stream corridors throughout Ohio.

https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-priorities/provide-food-and-water-sustainably/food-and-water-stories/farming-for-water-wildlife/?vu=edgeoffield
https://tnc.app.box.com/file/886084843234?s=ra7uvos71hyht5lr0yv8zim6l5322e8u


Communications, Outreach, 
and Partnerships

Ÿ Collectively, we serve on 16 multi-stakeholder partner
boards and committees that together allowed us to
amplify shared conservation messaging to nearly
400,000 people in 2021.

Ÿ We co-host, sponsor and train partners to host outreach
events such as lunch and learns, �eld days, and half-day
workshops. During 2021, we had 215 events and points
of contacts with partners reaching 3,500 people.

Ÿ Growing our digital presence allows us to increase
outreach and collaboration.  In 2021, we engaged
almost 12,000 people through TNC-produced videos,
e-newsletters and social media.

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio 
6375 Riverside Dr., Suite 100 
Dublin, Ohio 43017 
(614) 717-2770
Nature.org/Ohioag
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Partnerships are key to 
everyone’s success. Thank 
you to the many individuals, 
corporations, foundations, 
and NGOs who have 
contributed to the impact 
highlighted in this report.

Connect With Us:
Would you like to collaborate? Each of these strategies requires 
diverse partnerships and perspectives. If you are interested in 
advancing soil health, water management, or natural 
infrastructure, or would like to learn more about how we might 
partner, we'd love to speak with you.

Sign up to receive our monthly e-newsletter
for project updates and events

Watch us on YouTube

Increasing the sustainability and diversity of farm 
operations, reducing nutrient loss and decreasing 
greenhouse gas emissions in the agricultural sector 
requires collective action. 

TOP  Johnson Family Farms, Mendon, OH © David Ike
RIGHT  Lesley and Logan Riker, Bowling Green, OH © David Ike

Join our Ohio TNC Agriculture Facebook group

https://Nature.org/Ohioag
http://eepurl.com/dPM69j
https://www.youtube.com/user/natureconservancy
www.farmeradvocatesforconservation.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2242927462594363
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe3EqjgRuvDyz_tg0uMdKUw
https://www.farmeradvocatesforconservation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2242927462594363
http://eepurl.com/dPM69j
https://Nature.org/Ohioag

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4



