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Welcome New 
Legacy Club Members
Members of the Legacy Club have made
a lasting commitment to conservation
through a life-income gift or by naming The
Nature Conservancy in their estate plans.
Our deepest thanks to the 199 friends who
belong to the Legacy Club in Arkansas, in-
cluding these new members or members
who have made additional gift intentions: 

      Anonymous (3)
      Margaret Bartelt
      James & Denise Burch
      Kathryn Frederick
      Raeburn Hughes
      Nancy A. Johnston
      Gloria A. Jones
      Steven G. Parsons
      Amanda Raney
      Cynthia Ré Robbins Safarik
      Ed & Chotsy Sheppard
      Dr. John B. Simpson
      Martha L. Strother
      Dick & Nancy Trammel

Leaving a Legacy
Is Easy and
Rewarding
A bequest
is one of the
simplest ways
to protect
the lands and
waters you
care about.
You can eas-
ily name the
Conservancy as
a beneficiary of your will, trust,
retirement plan, life insurance
policy or financial accounts.
Anyone can make a bequest and
no amount is too small.

For more information, contact
Susan Borné: (501) 614-5071
or sborne@tnc.org or visit
nature.org/gift-planning. n

Susan Borné

65
prescribed
burns on
11,157 acres

6,705
acres enrolled in 
wetland easements

500,000+
trees planted

90
cave
surveying
trips

16
acquisitions
totalling
more than
2,500 acres

5
new trails

1
new floating
camping
platform

10
new
unpaved
roads
projects

Our Year in a Nutshell
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On the cover

In the 1950s, Dr. Johan Eliot
of Michigan was a traveling
public health physician for the
State of Arkansas. That’s when
he first encountered, and fell in
love with, the Buffalo River
area around Mt. Judea. He and
his wife Frances spent the next
several decades assembling
properties on a mountain over-
looking the river valley. Their
property recently became a new
Nature Conservancy preserve.

The Eliots’ children
approached the Conservancy to
fulfill the wishes of their late
father to keep the property
natural through a generous
bargain sale. The Conservancy,
in partnership with the Buffalo
River Foundation and with
support from The Conservation
Fund and other generous
donors, purchased the 1,425
forested acres. The new
preserve, known as Council
Rock Forest, is important for
wildlife and water quality. It is
home to three rare bat species—
the northern long-eared bat,
Indiana bat and gray bat. And it
borders Big Creek, which flows
into the Buffalo River. 

“This is a great example of
local landowners working in
practical ways to conserve the
natural resources and cultural
heritage of the Buffalo River

watershed,” said Mike Mills,
Buffalo River Foundation
board member.

The preserve includes a
historic log cabin built by Peter
Campbell in the early 1900s.
Many residents of the sur-
rounding valley descend from
Mr. Campbell, including his
youngest son, Loyd, who was
born in the cabin in 1938 and
still lives nearby. Neighbors re-
member the Eliots fondly for
restoring the homestead and
allowing it to be a place for
them to gather. 

“Council Rock Forest has
been a special place for people
for generations,” said Scott
Simon, director of the
Conservancy in Arkansas. “It is
important for the Buffalo River

to keep it forested. We are hon-
ored to be part of its history,
and we look forward to working
with our neighbors and other
organizations on the future of
this great place.” 

Over the past year,
Conservancy staff and volun-
teers have been getting to know
the property and scoping out
potential recreational opportu-
nities. Land management and
compatible visitor-use plans are
being developed with neighbors.
Visit nature.org/arkansas and
buffaloriverfoundation.org
for information on how to visit
and ways you can support con-
servation efforts like this in
Arkansas. n

Council Rock Forest Preserve
The new

preserve is

important for

wildlife and

water quality.

It is home to

three rare bat

species—the

northern long-

eared bat,

Indiana bat and

gray bat. And it

borders Big

Creek, which

flows into the

Buffalo River.

Council Rock Forest is a great place for hiking. © Aaron Copeland
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Healing riverbanks

Good things are happening
in the Greers Ferry Lake water-
shed thanks to you. Your sup-
port, coupled with an
enthusiastic community of
partners, local leaders and
neighbors, inspired a series of
investments from BHP Billiton,
Southwestern Energy and oth-
ers to improve river health and
outdoor access for people. After
five years of work, the impact is
really starting to show.

Over three miles of eroding
streambanks have been restored
through natural channel design
in the upper Little Red River
watershed. The Arkansas
Unpaved Roads Program is im-
proving roads to reduce sedi-
ment runoff that muddies the
river. More than 1,900 acres are
now conserved along eight river
miles to protect water quality
and give people more access to
the outdoors. Thanks to dedi-
cated volunteers, there are new
trails at Bluffton Preserve on
the Archey Fork ready for you
to explore.

In October the community
dedicated the new Gates-
Rogers Outdoor Classroom at
South Fork Nature Center on
Greers Ferry Lake in Clinton.

The classroom was funded
by BHP through its Sustainable

Friends and partners welcomed BHP’s Doug Bannerman (center) at October’s dedica-
tion of the Gates-Rogers Outdoor Classroom at the South Fork Nature Center.

Many Hands Help Greers Ferry Watershed
Your support,

coupled with an

enthusiastic

community of

partners, local

leaders and

neighbors,

inspired a series

of investments

from BHP

Billiton,

Southwestern

Energy and

others to

improve river

health and

outdoor access

for people. 

Rivers and Forests Initiative
with the Conservancy. With the
Center’s focus on outdoor edu-
cation, it was a natural fit.

“When a group of partners
and the Conservancy started
working in the watershed, we
had a vision for what we hoped
to see happen in five to ten
years,” said Joy Wasson, river
conservation program director
for the Conservancy. “With
everyone pitching in, our vision
has expanded beyond anything
we could have imagined.”

And the small fish that
helped bring conservation to the
river, the yellowcheek darter, an
endangered fish found only in

the forks of the Little Red River,
is recovering where its habitat
has been restored. n

Installing geocell is one of the best man-
agement practices being used to improve

unpaved roads.



The Conservancy is part of a
close-knit community of partners
and land managers working to-
gether to restore fire across
Arkansas to reduce wildfire risk,
help wildlife thrive, and improve
forest health. The partnership is
moving towards a goal of
400,000 acres annually and this
year saw a couple of exciting firsts
that will help achieve that goal.

Poison Springs State Forest
in south Arkansas burned over
1,000 acres this season, the most
they’ve ever done. And for the
first time, six state parks con-
ducted burns on the same day.
To have that many trained pro-
fessionals on the ground shows
amazing growth in our state’s ca-
pacity for fire restoration.

Thank you for supporting
this vital work.

Happy Bats
at Sylamore
U.S. Forest Service District
Ranger Jim McCoy is on a mis-
sion, and the results are impres-
sive. In the past few years, he
has overseen restoration of
more than 30,000 acres of
woodlands and glades on the
Ozark National Forest’s
Sylamore Ranger District. 

“We call this the Happy Bat
Project because the bats find
better food and shelter in the
restored areas,” said McRee
Anderson, director of the
Conservancy’s interior high-
lands and fire restoration pro-
grams. “We are happy to be
working alongside the Forest
Service on thinning overly
dense woods, restoring benefi-
cial fire, and removing invasive
cedars from the rocky glades.
There’s a lot more to do, but it’s
looking great.”

The project is considered a
national model, and its partners
hope to inspire similar collabo-
rations elsewhere. Already it has
garnered funding to keep the
work going during times when
Forest Service staff is limited. 

If you’re on Highway 5 near
Optimus, see if you can spot the
restored woodland and glade
surrounding the Sugarloaf
Mountain fire tower. n

Supporting fire restoration

Fire Is Spreading—And That’s Good

The first ever prescribed burns at Poison Springs State Park were a success.

These Indiana bats are happy about res -
toration on the Sylamore Ranger District.
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It’s been three years since four
miles of the ditched Cache
River was reconnected to its
natural channel in the biggest
river restoration the
Conservancy has undertaken in
Arkansas. The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers surveyed the site
this summer to see how aquatic
wildlife—mussels in particular—
responded to the changes. The
answer was an enthusiastic
“Great!” Mussels have begun re-
colonizing the meanders, and
they are increasing in diversity
and number due to reduced sed-
iment and an increase in depth
during low flows. This means
the river is getting healthier.
Thank you for taking action for
healthy rivers in Arkansas,
which contributes to improved
habitat and healthier water.

Your support also enabled
the Conservancy’s involvement
in the Wetland Conservation
Policy Coalition and the federal
Wetland Reserve Enhancement
Partnership. Under the
Wetlands Reserve Easement
program, landowners receive
assistance to restore marginal
farmland into functioning wet-
lands. The wetlands help reduce
flooding damage and soil ero-
sion, improve wildlife habitat,
increase farm profitability, and

reduce taxpayer dollars spent on
crop insurance payments.

In a recent project, the
Conservancy partnered with
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and
Charlie Proctor, a landowner in
Prairie County, to restore 165
acres along Wattensaw Bayou.
He enrolled the marginal farm-
land, which had been discon-
nected from its natural
floodplain for many years, in
the program and used the pro-
ceeds to buy additional land
more suitable for farming. By
restoring wetlands he hopes to
improve water quality while still
being able to farm for a living. 

The program has improved
the land for future generations
and improved the profitability
of his farm. It’s a win-win for
nature and agriculture. The
project rerouted water from an
old drainage ditch to a newly
built stream channel, allowing
the water to slow down and
carry less soil off the land. Trees
planted along the stream will
also hold the soil in place as well
as provide wildlife habitat. 

This was the first project to
use natural channel design
methods on a privately owned
Wetlands Reserve Easement in
the Arkansas Delta. n

Restoration Successes in the Delta

The Proctor restoration is a result of Wetlands Reserve Easement funding.
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Reforesting and restoring the Delta



Hunting Unicorns
(Ozark crayfish)

Gazing out over north
Arkansas’ rolling fields, you
would never know there is an-
other world under your feet.
But karst ecologist (literal cave
man) Mike Slay knows, and on
a recent trip to the Ozarks, he
was on the hunt for an elusive
creature. A tiny beast with an
opaque shell and foggy eyes that
hides among ripples in a hidden
stream in an even more hidden
cave system.

About a decade ago, a cave
crayfish was discovered there
that at the time did not seem
out of the ordinary. But as Mike
and his fellow scientists contin-
ued exploring and learning
about the landscape and its
fauna, they noticed something
odd. That crayfish did not fit
the pattern of all the others they
encountered. Could the infor-
mation be wrong? Was it not an
Ozark crayfish they had found
years ago? Is there a connection
between regions they were un-
aware of? Had they discovered a
new species and not realized it?

All are possible, especially
the new species. Mike has a
knack for that. He’s named 23
species new to science. It will be

a while before we know for sure,
but what we do know is contin-
ual exploration is important.
Creatures like cave crayfish are
extremely sensitive to what is
happening above ground. If
they are healthy, it means the
rainwater running off the land,
entering the karst landscape un-
derground through cracks and
crevasses, is not carrying sedi-
ment and pollutants, and our
drinking water is clean. 

Your support helps keep
cave man Mike shining a light
on potential “unicorns” that
need our help. n

Exploring the Hidden World of Karst

Mike Slay carries a mini science lab with him every time he goes underground.

Elusive cave crayfish found deep in the Ozarks

Cave time for clean water



8

If you haven’t gotten outdoors
lately, what are you waiting for?
Thanks to the work of many
volunteers, several Conservancy
preserves have new and im-
proved trails and are more visi-
ble and user friendly. So, if you
are making resolutions, one of
our favorites is to explore some-
where new every month. We
have a few suggestions: 

s    If you are in west Little
Rock on your lunch break,
check out the William
Kirsch Preserve at Ranch
North Woods. Perfect for a
picnic, brisk walk or
wildlife viewing, it’s truly
an oasis in the city. There’s
a new canoe-camping plat-
form, too!

s     If you have a few hours to
get off the beaten path, take
a trip toward Arkadelphia to
explore one of the last re-
maining blackland prairie
complexes at Terre Noire. A
good spot for a leisurely
hike or picnic, wildlife view-
ing and spectacular spring-
time wildflowers, it’s a great
way to spend a Saturday. 

s     If you have a full day, head
to Bluffton Preserve on the
Little Red River near

Clinton or the Rob and
Melani Walton Preserve in
northwest Arkansas. Both
offer opportunities for all
ages to hike, fish, swim, pic-
nic and enjoy nature. 

s     If a weekend getaway is on
your radar, look no further
than the Kings River Deck
House. There you can hike,
fish, paddle or just cozy up
by the fire. And with sleep-
ing arrangements for up to
20 people, you can take your
entire family!

Find more information about
these and other special places at
nature.org/arkansas and
kingsriverdeckhouse.org. n

No Excuses for Boredom!

The Kings River is not only great for paddling, but for fishing too.

Look for newly marked trails at many of
our preserves.

Get out there!

Join us in

building a

constituency for

conservation.
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Last Great Places Society
$10,000+
Anonymous (2) 
Mr. & Mrs. Ritter Arnold
Horace C. Cabe Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Carver
Mr. & Mrs. John Chamberlin
John A. Cooper, III 
Mr. & Mrs. George Davis
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Fletcher
Dr. Morriss & Ann Henry
Emmabell C. Herak
Robert C. & Anne A. Hickman

Foundation
Rev. & Mrs. Christoph Keller, III
Kay & Jay Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Emon Mahony, Jr.
Robin McClendon & Tom Wingard 

Murphy Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David Nelms
Mr. & Mrs. Don Nelms
Mr. & Mrs. Kei Pang
Lisenne Rockefeller
Elise Roenigk
The Ross Foundation
Vicki & Mark Saviers
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schueck
Dr. John Simpson
The David Snowden Family 
Roy & Christine Sturgis Charitable &

Educational Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Dhu Thompson 
Irene & Gus Vratsinas
Walton Family Foundation
The Rob and Melani Walton

Foundation

Drs. Becky & Gary Wheeler
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Whittington

Nature’s Guardians
$5,000–9,999
Anonymous (1)
Margaret A. Bartelt
Fred A. Berry
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Booth
Buffalo River Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Feltus
Judy W. Fletcher 
Mrs. Carlton L. Garrett
Linda V. Holbert
Lauryl & Tim Hynes 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mahan
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh T. McDonald
Rebsamen Fund

Conservation Heroes
While we only have space to list gifts of $1,000 and above, we celebrate each and every gift we re-
ceive. YOU are keeping Arkansas’ lands, waters and wildlife alive for this generation and the next.
Your support has never been more important. Thank You! (Gifts July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017)

Catalysts 
$100,000+
BHP Billiton Petroleum
Big River Outfitters LLC
Tyson Foods, Inc.

Sustainers 
$50,000–$99,999
Tarco, Inc./David Snowden & Family

Leaders 
$25,000–$49,999
Delta Plastics of the South, LLC
Windstream Communications

Conservators 
$10,000–$24,999
Cooper Communities, Inc.
Moots Cycles
Rittwood Farms
Schueck Steel Co.
Simmons Foods, Inc.

Protectors 
$5,000–$9,999
Mahco, Inc.
PCTH Investments LLC
Pratt & Whitney

Friends 
$2,500–$4,999
BRS LLLP
Central Arkansas Ophthalmology
Enable Midstream Partners
Evergreen Packaging
Harness Roofing, Inc.
Potlatch Corporation

Supporters 
$1,000–$2,499
Ash Grove Charitable Foundation
AT&T, Inc.
Calion Lumber Company
Canfor Southern Pine
Deloitte Tax LLP
Domtar Industries Inc.

Dover Dixon Horne PLLC
ECCI
Entegrity
Fayettechill
Flake & Kelley Commercial
FTN Associates, Ltd.
Green Bay Packaging, Inc.
Maxwell Hardwood Flooring
Merchants & Planters Bank
MHR—Mel Harness Roofing
Mountaire Corporation
Pack Rat Outdoor Center
Price Services, Inc.
Riggs Benevolent Fund
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Simmons Bank
Southwest Power Pool

In-Kind
Ozark Ecological Restorations, Inc.
Ozark Southern Stone
Riggs CAT
Sugar Ridge Resort

Corporate Council for Conservation

We celebrate

each and every

gift we receive.

YOU are

keeping

Arkansas’ lands,

waters and

wildlife alive for

this generation

and the next.

Your support

has never been

more

important.
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Donor notes

Thank you to the Schueck Family for their commitment to conservation.

In Faulkner County, there is a special place that
will remain natural thanks to a family’s decision
to conserve it. 

For years, Tom Schueck and his family cared
for their 989-acre respite near Camp Robinson,
going there to enjoy its grassy valleys full of
wildlife, its steep, wooded hills, and Pierce Creek
running through the center. As homes began
popping up around it, the family sought ways to
ensure their land would remain natural. 

Tom approached the Conservancy for ideas.
As a member of the Board of Trustees, he knew
there were many factors to consider. Was it a
conservation priority? Could it be a preserve?
How could it benefit the people of Arkansas?

The property is one of only two known sites
in Arkansas for the rattlesnake master borer
moth, a critically imperiled species that has de-
clined due to habitat loss. Ultimately the
Schuecks donated the land to the Conservancy
with the understanding that it would be sold to
a conservation buyer. The land would be pro-
tected and the proceeds would benefit other
conservation work around Arkansas. That buyer
was the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission,
and they are exploring ways to use the property
for their quail restoration program and for com-
patible public recreation. Many thanks to the
Schueck family for their generosity and desire to
give back to nature. n

Schueck Family Gives Back to NatureUltimately the

Schuecks

donated the

land to the

Conservancy

with the

understanding

that it would be

sold to a

conservation

buyer. The land

would be

protected and

the proceeds

would benefit

other

conservation

work around

Arkansas.
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Thomas L. Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Shackelford
J. Baxter Sharp, III
Scott & Angela Simon
Drs. Sylvia & Tim Simon
Mr. & Mrs. James Simpson, III 
Smith Holloway Patton Foundation/

Mr. & Mrs. William Patton, Jr.

Conservation Partners
$1,000–4,999
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Allen
John & Ruth Andre
Arbor Day Foundation
Drs. Tracy & Kathy Baltz
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Barber
Hank Bates & Barbara Miles
Drs. J. Neal Beaton & Janet Udouj
Mr. & Mrs. James Bibler
Dr. Brenda M. Booth
Susan & Robin Borné
Hugh H. Brewer
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brown
C. Louis & Mary C. Cabe Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Carmical
Carolyn & Scott Crook 
Joe & Virginia Flynn Crow
Christy & Mark Davis
Peter S. Dupre
William Elder & Karan Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Evans
Glenna J. Fecher
Jose Pedro Figueira
Louise & Joe Fox
Dr. Deborah K. Fulbright
Mr. & Mrs. George Gill
Charles Glasier
Dr. & Mrs. David Grambort
Orville & Susan Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Harkins
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Harness 
Dr. & Mrs. John Henderson
Dr. Donald F. Hill
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hornbeck
Clarice Hunter
Hussman Family Foundation
W. F. James
Jerome & Harriet Jansma
Jim & Ellen Kane
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Kelso
Kevin & Dr. Elicia Kennedy
Greg & Julie Kresse
Sharon R. Kresse
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanford
Danette P. Lawrie
Gar Lile

Karen & John Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Lyon
William & Sabra Martin
James & Letitia Maye
Dr. & Mrs. Jay McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. John David McFarland
Timothy J. McGauley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McMillin
Morris Foundation, Inc./

Dorothy G. Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Don Munro
Munro Foundation
Judge & Mrs. David Newbern
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Nicholson
Dr. Terrence A. Oddson
Curt & Susan Patton
Dan & Sandra Phillips
Kaitlin Pitts
Kay Pope
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Powers
David & Caron Roberts
Dr. & Mrs. Porter Rodgers, Jr.
Ann B. Rosso
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Shaw
Dr. Mark O. Simon
Dr. & Mrs. L. Gene Singleton
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Smith, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David Snowden, Sr.
Bill & Dana Steward
Susan F. Strauss
Jim & Libby Strawn
Dr. Barbara G. Taylor
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Tedder
Elizabeth K. Terry
Tony & Audra Thomas
Richard L. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Bronson Van Wyck
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Walton
Jonathan C. Weedman
Gay White
Theodore E. Williams

In-Kind Gifts

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Arend
Council Rock Forest, LLC
Eagle Properties of Arkansas, Inc.
Alan Hunnicutt & Tina Cone
Timothy Jones
Milancy McNamara
Shannon McQuiston
Estate of Sarah Moore & Kate Howard
Anna and Don Slawsky
Wayne & Nadara Williams

Remembering
Jerry Cohen,
Conservationist and
Beloved Arkansan
Long-time Conservancy members Huddy
and the late Jerry Cohen lived, worked and
raised their two daughters in Blytheville in
northeast Arkansas. Following the career
path of his father who founded the S. J.
Cohen Company in the 1920s, Jerry was a
civil engineer who contributed to Arkansas
by creating, maintaining and renewing the
civic infrastructures that we rely upon each
day in our communities, from highways to
bridges to canals and dams.

Jerry and Huddy shared a deep com-
mitment to lifelong education, civil rights
and protection of the environment. The
Cohen family wanted to make a gift that
would honor Jerry’s memory and his love
for the Arkansas Delta. Luckily the
Conservancy had just the thing: a beauti-
ful piece of cypress-studded bottomland
along Bayou DeView in Woodruff
County. The Cohens made a generous gift
to conserve the property, which connects
to the Arkansas Water Trails system and
will host a future camping platform for
canoeists and kayakers.

The preserve is part of a long-term
vision of a protected river corridor that
conserves the Delta’s ancient forests and
rich wildlife. The Cohens hope their gift
inspires others to contribute to the con-
servation of Arkansas’ natural treasures. n
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