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OUR PRIORITIES 

PROTECTING WATER 
Ensuring clean, abundant water for 
people and wildlife by conserving 
our rivers 

LIVING WITH FIRE 
Improving habitat for wildlife and 
keeping people safe by reducing the 
risk of wildfire 

INSPIRING PEOPLE FOR NATURE 
Connecting more people to the 
outdoors at our preserves and 
demonstrating best practices to other 
landowners 

RESTORING THE DELTA 
Planting millions of trees on floodplains 
and reconnecting rivers to wetlands

Photo credits 
Cover photo of Buffalo River:  

Craig Underwood 
Buffalo River photo on pages 2-3: 

Craig Underwood 
All photos on pages 4-5:  

Craig Underwood
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Fred Berry, Yellville 
John Chamberlin, Little Rock 
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Mary Elizabeth Eldridge, Fayetteville 
John Fletcher, Little Rock 
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Kevin Igli, Springdale 
Lisenne Rockefeller, Little Rock 
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Mark Saviers, Little Rock 
Tom Schueck, Little Rock 
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Baxter Sharp, Brinkley 
JD Simpson, Little Rock 
David Snowden, Little Rock 
Dhu Thompson, Little Rock 
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Becky Wheeler, Little Rock  
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Scott Simon, Little Rock (Director)

26  
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5  
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Difference:



4

FEATURE STORY 

The Buffalo River 

The Buffalo River is one of America’s greatest natural treasures.  

Its turquoise waters flow through Arkansas’ Ozark Mountains for 
150 miles, past majestic bluffs and secluded waterfalls, before 
joining the White River. People come from all over the state and 
around the world to canoe, swim, fish, and camp along the 
Buffalo. This is where lasting memories are made. 

The river’s beauty goes beyond its banks and into the surround-
ing hills and valleys, where a vibrant heritage of family farms and 
ranches is as important to local communities today as it was gen-
erations ago.  

Over the last few years, controversy around the C&H Hog 
CAFO cast a shadow on the beloved river. But thanks to the 
hard work of many partners, Governor Asa Hutchinson, and the 
Campbell and Henson families, a compromise was reached to 
purchase the business. Generous donors quickly pulled together 
the private matching funds needed to execute the plan. 

“I am incredibly grateful to the people who quickly and gener-
ously stepped up to support Governor Hutchinson, Secretary 
Hurst, the State of Arkansas, and the farm owners in resolving a 
really tough situation,” said Scott Simon, director of The Nature 
Conservancy in Arkansas. “Their commitments have inspired 
the Conservancy to do more to help keep the Buffalo River 
healthy within an important landscape. We all have a big task 
ahead, but now is the time to chart a positive path forward.” 

The Conservancy will continue listening to and working with 
local landowners to understand their needs and find ways we can 
work together. Working with families who would like to conserve 
their land and address the challenges presented by erosion—by 
improving unpaved roads for example—is a key way we can come 
together for the Buffalo. It also draws on our experience and suc-
cess in other watersheds of working in broad and collaborative 
partnerships to achieve meaningful conservation. The Buffalo 
faces many different challenges. As a practical, on-the-ground 
organization, we look forward to pursuing and supporting the 
solutions that work for those who live along and love the river. 

Your support makes it all possible. Thank you for being a part of 
this new and exciting chapter for the Buffalo River.
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PROTECTING WATER 

River Restoration Soars at Eagles’ Nest 

With each passing year, Dwight Hutto and his family noticed 
the South Fork Little Red River washing away more and more 
of the land they love—48 feet in the last nine years. The 
water kept getting muddier and the streambank got so steep 
that they could no longer walk down to the water’s edge. 

The Huttos wanted to bring their land back into harmony 
with the river. They were no strangers to the Conservancy’s 
river work—they contributed over 400 tornado-downed trees 
from their land years before to help restore a stretch of the 
nearby Archey Fork—so they and the Conservancy rivers 
team put their heads together about how restoring the land 
could help improve water quality in the Little Red 
River/Greers Ferry Lake watershed. With support from the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and generous 
Conservancy members, the team was able to apply tried-and-
true solutions—and some new ones—to help their land and 
the river begin to heal.  

A tricky restoration to begin with, 54 inches of rain during 
construction only made it trickier. “Mother Nature literally 
rained down on us,” said program director Joy Wasson. “An 
eight-week project turned into five months. But we got it done 
and I’m happy with the way it turned out. There are a variety 
of techniques here that can work for other landowners, and 
we’re eager to show them off.”  

A “burrito wrap” was used to drain a large spring in the road. 
Toe wood (trees embedded at the base of a streambank) was 
installed to strengthen the reconstructed bank. And a new, 
stable low-water crossing built out of large boulders has 
allowed the Huttos to cross the river and hay their fields for 
the first time in three years. In addition to donating trees and 
rock for the project, the Huttos donated a conservation ease-
ment to make sure their land remains protected in the future.  

Now 1,200 newly planted trees and thousands of willow cut-
tings are sending out roots to stabilize the soil, and the water 
is flowing clear—the way the endangered yellowcheek darter 
fish and the people of Clinton who use it for drinking water 
like it. Thanks to you and the Hutto family, this restoration 
will keep an estimated 1,240 tons of harmful sediment (imag-
ine 53 dump truck loads of dirt) out of the river each year, 
providing cleaner water for everyone.
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Good News for Unpaved Roads Program 

It has been almost five years since the Arkansas Unpaved Roads 
Program was established as a permanent program of the State of 
Arkansas. It would not have happened without your support 
and the advocacy of county judges, road crews, legislators, 
Governor Hutchinson, and many other partners. With dozens 
of trainings and road improvements now under its belt, it’s clear 
this is a popular and effective program for reducing the wide-
spread problem of road runoff polluting our state’s streams. 
Projects to date are keeping an estimated 500,000 pounds of 
sediment from degrading water quality in our lakes and rivers. 

In March, the Arkansas Legislature passed a bill to provide annual 
funding for the program. Sustained funding guarantees counties 
the opportunity to apply for grants and technical assistance to help 
them implement best practices on their roads. The next time you 
notice a new stream crossing or an unpaved road that withstood 
the latest winter storm, know that your support for conservation is 
making improvements like this possible all over the state. 

Technology Improves Restoration 

If you’ve been with the Conservancy for a long time, you know 
that river restoration has come a long way. Like many scien-
tific fields, it is constantly evolving. Land surveying, engineer-
ing, physics, biology, ecology, and technology are among the 
elements that have to be integrated to create a successful 
restoration project. 

Your support has allowed the rivers team to add tools that 
improve efficiency, accuracy, and ultimately the quality of the 
work they put on the ground. A perfect example is the survey-
grade drone you helped purchase. The team can now survey a 
mile of stream from the air in two hours; it would have taken 
two weeks with traditional ground surveying methods. 

This year the team started designing restorations in 
3-dimensional formats using custom stream design tools. 
This is a big jump in productivity and is opening a whole 
new realm of possibilities. The 3-D designs are uploaded 
into excavators equipped with GPS and machine control 
systems, giving equipment operators real-time feedback that 
improves results. The Arkansas team is using this technol-
ogy for the first time to restore Rockhouse Creek, a tribu-
tary to the Kings River. Updates will be posted along the 
way at kingsriverpreserve.home.blog 

Thank you for making this technological revolution possible!
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LIVING WITH FIRE 

In spite of one of the wettest fire seasons to date, you helped pull off not only a successful year of pre-
scribed burning in Arkansas, but growth in fire management in Colombia and Zambia as well. None of 
this could have happened without you and a host of field partners and volunteers.

Spreading Good Fire Around the Globe 

As a global organization, the Conservancy has the advantage of 
sharing knowledge and resources far and wide. Thanks to you, 
Arkansas contributes to, and benefits from, the diverse experi-
ences and talents of colleagues around the world. 

On assignment in Zambia, Arkansas fire program director 
McRee Anderson worked alongside partners in Kafue National 
Park conducting a post-fire survey to map the effects of early 
burns and late-season fires across the northern part of the park. 
Use of prescribed fire and fire breaks helped make a significant 
difference by reducing late season fires by 50 percent. 

For several years, staff in Arkansas and Alabama have partici-
pated with the Zambia program in fire planning and field train-
ings that will keep communities safer from wildfire and support 
healthy habitat for elephants and other threatened wildlife, 
including critically endangered white rhinoceroses at Mosi O 
Tunya National Park. 

Volunteers for the Win 

It was an early spring day when the Texas Conservation Corps 
(TXCC) van rolled into Little Rock for the first time, filled with 
eager volunteers ready to get their hands dirty. What no one knew 
was just how much of an impact they would have on Arkansas.  

TXCC is a branch of AmeriCorps that builds conservation pro-
fessionals through on-the-ground training. In exchange for 
their service, the Conservancy provided robust fire training. 
Over the course of three trips, TXCC helped restore habitat for 
quail, deer, turkey, and countless other species on 3,000 acres in 
Arkansas. They also helped build the new hiking and biking 
trails now open at Rattlesnake Ridge Natural Area.  

“The Texas Conservation Corps came in after our own seasonal 
crew left and before the next crew started,” explained project 
manager Clint Harris. “They really expanded what we were 
able to accomplish this year.” Thanks to you, we had the staff 
capacity to take advantage of this helpful service program. Your 
investment makes partnerships like these possible.



Call for Help 

During a rare sunny week in early March, Arkansas 
fire manager Kyle Lapham got an unusual call for 
help from a Conservancy colleague. Fourteen fire 
practitioners from Colombia, Mexico, Spain, and 
the U.S. were about to arrive in Omaha, Nebraska, 
for two weeks of training, just as the state was 
experiencing record-high river levels and flooding. 
Could they come to Arkansas instead?  

Absolutely! Life on a burn crew is all about being 
prepared, relying on your teammates, and rolling 
with the weather—and occasionally showing a little 
hospitality. The Conservancy’s Arkansas crew and 
several agency partners welcomed the travelers with 
open arms and, thankfully, good weather. By the end 
of their training, the visitors had helped put fire on 
1,667 acres—fire to restore grasslands, open up 
dense woodlands, protect watersheds and sequester 
carbon. Good fire to protect against wildfire and 
improve wildlife habitat from the West Gulf Coastal 
Plain in the south to the Ozarks in the north. Head 
fire, backing fire, flanking fire. Even fire in water up 
to their knees in a swamp.  

One participant said it best: “A piece of us and our 
hearts will always be in the Arkansas landscape.” 
We give thanks for that, and for your support that 
keeps our fire management program going strong.



INSPIRING PEOPLE FOR NATURE 

Rattlesnake Ridge Natural Area: 
Come Play with Us! 

A family of four sped past in a flash of 
yellow, pink and purple as they finished the 
final section of the Cliffbrake Trail at 
Rattlesnake Ridge Natural Area. The two 
girls, riding mountain bikes since the ripe 
age of three, exclaimed “This place is awe-
some!” and “Can we go again?” immediately 
after stopping their bikes. It’s exactly the 
reaction recreational use manager Mitchell 
Allen hoped for.  

“Hiking and biking are great ways to experi-
ence nature. We want people to get to 
know and love the natural world, and trails 
offer that up close and personal access,” 
Mitchell said. 

Thanks to generous members and tireless 
volunteers—LOTS of volunteers—more 
trails than ever before are welcoming vis-
itors to Conservancy preserves in Arkansas. 
And the best part? They are built and man-
aged in a sustainable way that is light on 
the landscape. One of the biggest trail 
maintenance challenges is water. Hiking 
and biking on muddy trails breaks them 
down faster. Depending on where the trail 
is, that can mean dirt and rock washing 
into nearby streams, harming fish and 
drinking water. To keep them in good shape 
and preserve the surrounding landscape, 
the trails at Rattlesnake Ridge are closed on 
rainy days. But don’t worry, they won’t stay 
closed for long!  

If you would like to volunteer at Rattlesnake 
Ridge Natural Area or any of our other 
places, contact Devan Schlaudraff at 
(501) 614-5092 or devan.mayer@tnc.org. 
We’ll add you to the list to receive alerts 
when there are opportunities to help out. 
Stay tuned to The Nature Conservancy of 
Arkansas’ social media channels for more 
information.
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You Are Inspiring the Next Generation 

Erin had never been fishing before her trip to Rattlesnake 
Ridge Natural Area with the Bryant Boys & Girls Club. 
The Conservancy’s new youth engagement leader, Devan 
Schlaudraff, spent several days with this great group of 
kids teaching them wilderness skills, going on hikes, and 
showing them how to cast a fishing line. On an outing to 
Electric Island Preserve in Lake Hamilton, some paddled 
a canoe for the first time.  

Even in The Natural State, many kids don’t have ready 
access to the outdoors. It’s hard to expect them to 
become passionate about conserving nature if they don’t 
see it, hear it, touch it. Devan—she likes to call herself 
“Minister of Fun”—is putting your generous support to 
work inspiring the next generation of conservation 
leaders, one adventure at a time. 

Oh, the adventures you’ve made possible! The University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock women’s swim team—30 
young athletes from South Africa, Israel, Canada, 
Mexico, Malaysia, Germany, and across the U.S.—used a 
float down the Kings River as a team-building exercise. 
Eagle Scouts made our central Arkansas preserves more 
accessible by clearing barbed wire fences, building 
benches and canoe racks, and installing trail signage. 
Dozens of volunteers assisted with trail building and 
trash clean-ups, all to bring people closer to nature. 

And proud Erin caught her first fish. 

“Our outing to Electric Island today was great! And Devan is 
totally awesome. We just loved her. Thank you Nature 
Conservancy for a wonderful time. Really cool that you guys 
are offering this.” 

—Katherine Wyrick 

Come for the Day, Stay for the Night 

The Conservancy will soon open two more houses for 
you to connect with nature. Accepting reservations in 
early 2020, the House at Rattlesnake Ridge (Little Rock 
area) and Bluffton Base Camp (Clinton area) are almost 
ready for guest rental. Each home sleeps 4-6 people, and 
your stay will support conservation of Arkansas’ natural 
treasures. Stay tuned to our social media channels for 
more information.
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RESTORING THE DELTA 

Partnering with Kellogg’s 

As you listen to your morning cereal 
snap, crackle and pop, do you think 
about where the rice in your Rice 
Krispies comes from? If you guessed 
Arkansas, you’re right.  

Water is one of the most critical ele-
ments of farming. Too much water and 
you can lose your crop; too little water 
and you can lose your crop. Your support 
has allowed the Conservancy to under-
take a new project with Kellogg 
Company and Arkansas rice farmers, 
with critical technical assistance from 
Delta Plastics, aimed at easing stress on 
farmers and Delta water supplies.  

The Conservancy is purchasing and 
installing in-field pump timers on farm-
land. The timers have an electronic 
system that makes it easier for farmers to 
turn on or shut off irrigation so their 
crops get just the right amount of water. 
It is a time and cost saver for the farmer, 
and it reduces groundwater consumption 
as well as excess water and nutrient 
runoff into nearby rivers. In year one of 
the three-year effort, project manager 
Guilherme Prezotti so far has worked 
with 18 landowners to provide timers for 
6,004 acres with the expectation of 
adding at least 10 more in year two. 

In addition to working with farmers and 
landowners in Arkansas, Gui, who is 
originally from Brazil and a vet by trade, 
also put his skills to work on a project 
partnering with small farmers in the 
Dominican Republic. By helping to 
develop nature based solutions to reduce 
waste water from animal husbandry, 
Gui’s work is also helping people in this 
part of the world build more productive 
and sustainable farms.
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Last Great Places Society 
$100,000+ 
Anonymous 
U.S. National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation 
Tyson Foods, Inc.  
Walton Family Foundation 
Windgate Foundation 

$50,000-$99,999 
Browne Family Foundation/Mr. 

& Mrs. Hank Browne 
Buffalo River Foundation 
The David Snowden 

Family/Tarco, Inc. 

$10,000-$49,999 
BAPS Charities, Inc. 
Bentonville Bella Vista 

Trailblazer’s Association 
Fred A. Berry 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Booth 
The Brown Foundation, Inc., 

of Houston 
Mr. & Mrs. John Chamberlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. George Davis 
Entergy Services, LLC 
Rev. & Mrs. Christoph Keller, III 
Robin McClendon & Tom 

Wingard 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh T. McDonald 
Murphy Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Nelms 
Patagonia.org 
Lisenne Rockefeller 
The Ross Foundation 
Roy & Christine Sturgis 

Charitable & Educational 
Trust 

Vicki & Mark Saviers 
Belinda H. Shults 
Mr. & Mrs. James Simpson III 
Dr. John Simpson 
Stella Boyle Smith Trust 
Gus Vratsinas 
The Rob & Melani Walton 

Foundation 
Drs. Becky & Gary Wheeler

Nature Guardians 
$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Allen 
Drs. Tracy & Kathy Baltz 
Dr. Brenda M. Booth 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brown 
Patricia Stovall Canada 
Enable Midstream Partners 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Feltus 
Mr. & Mrs. John Fletcher 
Emmabell C. Herak 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mahan 
Mahco, Inc. 
Smith Holloway Patton 

Foundation/Mr. & Mrs. 
William Patton, Jr. 

Pratt & Whitney 
Elise Roenigk 
Thomas L. Scott 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Shackelford 
J. Baxter Sharp III 
William B. Sigler 
Rebecca Slaven 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Walton 
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Whittington 

Conservation Partners 
$1,000-$4,999 
Drs. Lee Abel & Eleanor 

Kennedy 
Leighann Arthur 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bachman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Barrier 
Hank Bates & Barbara Miles 
Mr. & Mrs. James Bibler 
Duane Birky 
Steven & Susan Blumreich 
C.B. Foundation/Crow-

Burlingame 
Bumper-to-Bumper Auto 
Parts Stores, Inc. 

C. Louis & Mary C. Cabe 
Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Dabbs Cavin 
Merrill & Bette Clark 
Wayne Clark 
Domtar Industries Inc. 
Dover Dixon Horne PLLC 
Peter S. Dupre 

You Are Conservation Heroes! 

Thank You for helping Arkansas’ land, waters, and wildlife 
thrive! (Includes gifts received from July 1, 2018, through 
June 30, 2019.)

Arkansas Legacy Club Members 
Share Travel Adventure 

One of the benefits of Legacy Club membership 
is the opportunity to travel with Conservancy 
guides to see conservation in action at amazing 
places around the world. Recently three 
Arkansas members, Dr. David and Julia 
Grambort of Bella Vista and Joan Rabjohn of 
Little Rock, explored the Maine Highlands on a 
Legacy Journey. The Gramborts have long sup-
ported conservation both locally and worldwide. 
Recently, after learning about the India program’s 
work to reduce air pollution from agricultural 
burning, they made a generous gift for equipment 
that allows farmers to reseed their fields without 
burning off crop residue. 

When not traveling, Joan, a Master Naturalist, has 
gotten her hands dirty helping the Arkansas rivers 
team reforest land along the Little Red River.
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Tyler Eeds 
William Elder & Karan Freeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Evans 
Fayettechill 
Judy W. Fletcher 
Louise & Joe Fox 
FTN Associates Ltd 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gill 
Green Bay Packaging, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Harness 
Harness Roofing, Inc. 
Mel Harness Roofing 
Thomas K. Heau 
Rep. & Mrs. French Hill 
Dr. Kay Oliver Hodnett 
Linda V. Holbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Hughes 
Raeburn A. Hughes 
Ben & Walter Hussman 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Igli 
W. F. James 
Jerome & Harriet Jansma 
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Jelks 
Richard A. Jones 
Kevin & Dr. Elicia Kennedy 
Eugene Klaasmeyer 
Gar Lile 
Joan Lipsmeyer 
Maxwell Hardwood Flooring 
James & Letitia Maye 
Dr. & Mrs. Jay McDonald 
Mr. & Mrs. John David McFarland, III 

Morris Foundation, Inc./ 
Dorothy G. Morris 

Mountaire Corporation 
Munro Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Munro 
Justice David & Carolyn Newbern 
Robert C. Nolan 
Dr. Terrence A. Oddson 
Geoff & Leslie Oelsner 
Pack Rat Outdoor Center 
Dr. & Mrs. James Pappas 
Leslie Newell Peacock 
Wanda Posey 
PotlatchDeltic Corporation 
Dr. Gary L. Purnell 
Joan C. Rabjohn 
Beverly J. Reeves 
Riggs Benevolent Fund 
Rex Robbins 
Caron & David Roberts 
Ann B. Rosso 
Susan A. Schneider 
David & Susan Schoen 
Karen S. Seale M.D. 
Shell Oil Company Foundation 
Scott & Angela Simon 
Dr. & Mrs. L. Gene Singleton 
W. David Slaymaker 
Mr. & Mrs. David Snowden, Sr. 
Southwest Power Pool 
Bill & Dana Steward 
Susan F. Strauss 
Jim & Libby Strawn 
John & Connie Sturgis 
Drs. Charles & Jan Sullivan 
Dr. Barbara Taylor & Forrest Goddard 

Dr. & Mrs. Barry Tedder 
Elizabeth K. Terry 
Richard L. Thompson 
Bert Turner 
Bronson & Mary Lynn Van Wyck 
Dr. Charles D. Varela 
Deborah R. Vicharelli 
Gay White 
Judy & Randy Wilbourn 
Mary & Jim Wohlleb 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Yaffe 
Darlene W. Yohe 
Aurora Zisner 
Douglas M. Zollner 
 
In-Kind Gifts 
Nic Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Hank Browne 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Cockrill 
Diane Dailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Everett 
Dwight Hutto 
I-K Electric Company 
Shannon McQuiston 
Ozark Ecological Restoration, Inc. 
Riggs CAT 
Sheilah & Den Roenfeldt 
Bob Rollins 
Nadara N. Williams
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Welcome New 
Legacy Club Members: 

Anonymous 
Steven & Susan Blumreich 
Jane E. Darr & Charles C. Orvis 
James R. Gifford 
Dr. David & Julia Grambort 
Carolyn Minson 
Jean Pritchard 
Larry Reynolds 
David & Caron Roberts 
Michel Sage 
Kathryn Sturdivant 
Dr. Becky Wheeler 

Matured Bequests 
Breckenridge & Frances 
Campbell 
Ruth Ann Racely 
Earl Stanek  

Leaving a Legacy 
Is Easy and Rewarding 

A bequest is one of the simplest 
ways to protect the lands and 
waters you care about. You can 
easily name the Nature 
Conservancy as a beneficiary of 
your will, trust, retirement plan, 
life insurance policy or financial 
accounts. 

Anyone can make a bequest and 
no amount is too small. 

For more information, contact  
Susan Borné at (501) 614-5071  
or sborne@tnc.org or visit  
nature.org/gift-planning.

LEGACY CLUB SPOTLIGHT 

Martha McKay 

Martha McKay lives on Horseshoe Lake on what she calls “our little 
slice of paradise here in the Delta of eastern Arkansas.” A true out-
door enthusiast and long-time Conservancy supporter, Martha 
recently arranged her will to leave a generous cash bequest to The 
Nature Conservancy for the conservation of special places throughout 
Arkansas. Working with Conservancy gift planners and her legal advi-
sor, Martha created a plan that fits her needs and honors her love of 
nature. She said, “Knowing that this is now in place and that my 
efforts in this lifetime will contribute to taking care of this beautiful 
part of the world gives me a great deal of peace and satisfaction.”
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