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PeoPle-Powered ConservAtion
Working Together for a Lasting Impact on the Adirondack Park

Michelle Brown (left) and Jessica Levine 
at Holcomb Brook, near Lake Placid. 
Their data and models are at the 
forefront of The Nature Conservancy’s 
initiatives to upgrade transportation 
infrastructure to improve fish passage 
and accommodate heavier rains.

Cover: Intern Rachel Wood (left) and  
biologist Jaime Masterson of the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service inventory 
fish downstream of a double pipe 
culvert on Roaring Brook prior to its 
replacement. With USF&WS and other 
partners, the Conservancy helped 
remove this barrier and replace it with 
a structure that restores natural stream 
flow and fish passage. See page 4. 

Charlie Svenson
Chairman

Mike Carr
Executive Director

For 44 years, the Adirondack Chapter of the nature Conservancy and  
its partner the Adirondack land trust have protected more than a half  

million acres of mountains, valleys, rivers, lakes, wetlands and farmlands. 
Together, these two organizations conserve places that keep our 

waters clean, provide habitat for plants and animals, produce timber  
and food, and provide us with respite and recreation. 

This past year was a remarkable one. In addition to transferring 
6,200 acres valued at $4.24 million to the Forest Preserve, and caring  
for 11 nature preserves and 67 conservation easements spanning  
86,000 acres, we extended our conservation reach by: 
• Providing $500,000 to communities to support economic development 

related to newly protected lands 
• Working with partners to reconnect 10 miles of streams that had been 

blocked by undersized culverts
• Expanding the knowledge base on threats to trout, cisco and other 

coldwater fish
• Providing field tracking data to empower landowners and transporta-

tion officials to take their own actions to maintain wildlife habitat 
• Strengthening stewardship endowments by more than $2 million,  

to help care for privately protected lands and waters
• Supporting the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program and its efforts 

to help establish new boat inspection and decontamination stations  
all around the region.

This is people-powered conservation. Thank you for your support 
and partnership, which makes this work possible. Together, we can have 
a lasting impact on the Adirondack Park. 
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We were honored to join with the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation this year to continue the 
Adirondack legacy of land protection. At the southern 
border of the High Peaks Wilderness in the Tahawus 
area, we added 6,200 acres, including the confluence  
of the Opalescent and Hudson, to the Forest Preserve.  
The Macintyre East tract was part of our acquisition  
in 2007 of 161,000 acres from Finch Paper (see map). 
Today it opens new paddling and fishing opportunities, 
and the possibility of new trails into the High Peaks.

lAnd ConservAtion UPdAte

Verplanck Colvin in his 1874 report to the state 
senate described the Opalescent as, “[T]he chill 

mountain torrent head of the Hudson.” The Adirondack 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy eight years ago 
purchased the site where the cold clear rivers merge. 
From there, the Hudson flows another 300 miles to New 
York City, widening along the way. This water connection 
with downstate, along with Colvin’s tireless survey 
reports of New York State’s uncharted northern wilds, 
prompted the creation of the Adirondack Park in 1892. 

MACintyre eAst
Conserving Headwater Streams in the Heart of the Adirondacks

New landmark conservation deals in New York 
State have protected vast swaths of wilderness. 
Those deals have also opened waterways that  
had been closed to the public for more than a  
century…. The idea that this same wild water  
will eventually flow down Hudson River to  
New York City seems impossible. 
                         —Brian Mann, National Public Radio, 
                                May 8, 2015, on the addition of  
                                Macintyre East to Forest Preserve

MACintyre eAst, By the nUMBers 

203,526 acres of  
neighboring high Peaks Wilderness 

6,201 
tract size in acres

5.2 
hudson River 
miles protected

7boreal bird  
species observed  
by ecologist  
Jerry Jenkins

7 
opalescent River 
miles protected 
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Conserving the former Finch lands: 
current status

Added to state forestlands

To be added to state forestlands

Sustainable working forests

Adirondack Park

Forest Preserve

Park boundary
Private lands
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letting streAMs Be streAMs 
With partners, the Adirondack Chapter of The Nature Conservancy  
is spearheading a model culvert-replacement initiative 

protected Adirondack Forest Preserve. As temperatures 
warm, access to cold-water refuge becomes more impor-
tant for trout. 

Conservation scientist Michelle Brown began 
evaluating stream crossings statewide in 2007, and her 
team began field assessments in the Ausable watershed 
in 2010. 

“Climate change can be hard to get your head around, 
but a project like this is just so tangible,” Brown says.

In addition to Essex County and the Town of Wilmington, other key 
partners in this effort are the Ausable River Association, the U.S. Fish  
& Wildlife Service, and the Essex County Soil & Water Conservation  
District. Funding comes from the U.S. Department of Interior’s  
Hurricane Sandy Coastal Resiliency Competitive Grant Program, the 
Wildlife Conservation Society’s Climate Adaptation Fund, established 
with support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, as well  
as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s National Fish Passage Program,  
and NY Department of State through the Environmental Protection 
Fund’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Program. 

Over the summer, our scientists worked with public  
works officials to reconnect 10 miles of cold 

mountain streams to their lower reaches in the Ausable 
watershed. The goal is to demonstrate how to remove 
barriers to fish movement while increasing community 
flood resilience by replacing undersized or poorly placed 
culverts with open-bottom structures that accommodate 
how water naturally flows.

For example, a new structure installed where Roar-
ing Brook passes under River Road, near Lake Placid, is 
more than three times as wide as its predecessor, which 
was actually just two pipes. 

“The idea is simple: We’re letting the stream be a 
stream. By designing the culvert based on the natural 
characteristics of the stream, we allow fish, water, and 
sediment to move under the road, reducing flood risk and 
erosion and improving the overall health of the stream,” 
says Jessica Levine, our staff conservation advisor for 
climate adaptation and transportation.

Two model projects with the Essex County Depart-
ment of Public Works reconnected streams under River 
Road, and one with Wilmington’s highway department 
reconnects a tributary of the West Branch of the Ausable 
River in that town. 

In addition to ecological benefits, culverts engineered 
for maximum stream width last longer and require less 
maintenance, saving communities money. “Safe roads and 
bridges are vital to all who live in or visit Essex County and 
the Adirondack region,” says Chris Garrow, DPW super-
intendent for Essex County. “The two locations on River 
Road were consistent trouble spots  
. . . becoming blocked by tree branches and other debris 
washed down during storms, causing damage to the  
roadside drainage, and at times to the road itself.”

The Roaring Brook project opened nearly six miles 
of high-quality upstream habitat, primarily within the 

ConneCtions

Above: Adirondack Chapter staff worked with Essex 
County Department of Public Works and other partners to 

demonstrate stream reconnection at three sites this year. 
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Before and after: Roaring Brook was constricted and its cooler upper section disconnected  
until two undersized pipes (above) were replaced with a wider, natural-bottom passage (below).
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high leverAge 

In the Adirondack region, approximately 100 lakes or 
ponds are known to contain at least one invasive plant or 

animal. Once aquatic invasive species (AIS) are established, 
eradication is nearly impossible. However, an additional 
235 lakes and ponds surveyed by the Adirondack Park 
Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) have been documented as 
free of AIS, suggesting that the vast majority of Adirondack 
lakes and ponds—close to 3,000—remain uninvaded.

Hitchhiking on watercraft is one of the main ways that 
invasives move from lake to lake. To limit this pathway, 
APIPP and partners implemented a program this year  
that provides free and easily accessible boat inspections 
and decontaminations. With funding from New York  
State’s Environmental Protection Fund, they created  
12 new boat-launch inspection sites plus 12 new boat wash/
decontamination stations across the Adirondacks. 

“It has been a privilege to work alongside Governor 
Cuomo, the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, and the Paul Smith’s College Adirondack  
Watershed Institute to implement an aquatic invasive 
spread prevention strategy that safeguards economic  
vitality, environmental health, and the natural splendor  
of the Adirondacks,” said Brendan Quirion, APIPP coordi-
nator. “Our iconic lakes and ponds and future generations 
deserve nothing less.”

AdirondACk PArk invAsive PlAnt ProgrAM

oTheR RecenT highLighTs

• Regional Response Teams performed surveillance, 
early detection and rapid response management for 
target invasive species across the region this year. 
Invasive Plant Control, Inc., returned for a fourth 
field season to work on terrestrial plants. AIS project 
coordinator Erin Vennie-Vollrath headed up APIPP’s 
first aquatic response team, staffed by the Adirondack 
Watershed Institute. APIPP piloted the terrestrial 
response approach from 2011 to 2013 with private 
funding. The result helped leverage five years of  
state funding for both teams.

• APIPP partnered with the Adirondack Mountain 
Club to train backcountry hikers and paddlers on  
invasive identification, surveillance and reporting. 
Forest pest monitors surveyed for harmful species 
such as hemlock woolly adelgid, emerald ash borer 
and Asian long-horned beetle. Backcountry water 
monitors surveyed remote ponds for invasive plants. 
Luckily these surveillance programs have not found 
any new infestations, a sign that large intact areas  
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve are still predomi-
nantly free of invasive species. 

Want to get involved?  
See www.adkinvasives.com/getinvolved  

One of 12 new boat wash and decontamination stations. 

B
elow

 and top right: Jake Sporn
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vance Brown, of invasive Plant Control, inc., found only one phragmites 
plant when the regional response team revisited an area it spot-treated 
with herbicide in the past. eradication is considered successful only 
after three consecutive years of no-invasives-observed. Adirondack 
results inspire hope: more than 40 percent of phragmites sites treated 
remain invasives-free after at least one year. 

Partners inaugurate a new Adirondack Ais prevention program at second 
Pond boat wash and decontamination station. From left: ed snizek, ny 
Adirondack Park Agency project analyst; ed griesmer, Adirondack lakes 
Association executive director; d. Billy Jones, Franklin County Board of 
legislators chairman; Brendan Quirion, APiPP coordinator; lelani Ulrich, 
Adirondack Park Agency chairman; robert stegemann, ny department  
of environmental Conservation region 5 director; willie Janeway,  
Adirondack Council executive director; Fred Monroe, Adirondack local 
government review Board executive director. 

WeLcome, ZAck, And ThAnk you, JAne!

Above, left: Zack simek joined the APiPP team this year 
as terrestrial invasive species Project coordinator. Zack is 
from gloversville and graduated from Paul smith’s College 
with a Bs in natural-resource management and policy. 
Zack worked for the Adirondack watershed institute 
stewardship program as a regional supervisor, and with 
the regional inlet invasive Plant Program as a certified 
pesticide applicator. 

Above, right: Jane raffaldi served as APiPP’s seasonal 
invasive species educator this summer. she developed and 
led outreach programs and events throughout the region. 
originally from the hudson valley, Jane received a BA in 
geography with a minor in environmental studies from 
the state University of new york at geneseo. she is now 
pursuing a master’s at sUny College of environmental 
science and Forestry. 
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keePing AgriCUltUre on solid groUnd
Land Protection as Diverse as the People and Communities it Serves

South of Essex, in an area bird-watchers call the Magic 
Triangle for its diversity of habitats and species, Mark 

and Derrick Wrisley stop to check on two hayfields—one 
they own, and one they lease. The fields look the same, 
both lush with mid-summer growth. But the latter is a 
little unusual. The Open Space Institute acquired the 
200 acres in 1994 and conveyed agricultural rights to the 
Adirondack Land Trust (ALT) to help maintain a critical 
mass of farmland in the Champlain Valley. 

The Wrisleys value diversity too, rotating hay with 
corn, hard red spring wheat, sunflowers, barley and 
other grains, most of them organic. In all, the father and 
son, ages 59 and 28, work 1,500 acres scattered across 
the region, including two fields that are under conser-
vation easements held by ALT. “It takes a lot of ground 
to rotate and still keep your hay base,” Mark explains. 

In the economy of organic grains, it’s hard to afford a 
combine or even storage bins if you’re cultivating just a 
few hundred acres. “You need land volume to keep the 
rotations,” he says.

And their products end up in diverse places: whiskey 
from Gristmill Distillers, in Keene; tortillas by Vermont 
Tortilla, across Lake Champlain; food for the goats 
producing Nettle Meadow Farm cheese, in Warrensburg; 
Champlain Valley Milling flour, in Westport, to name  
a few. Non-food-grade crops can end up as cattle feed, 
birdseed, or as pellet fuel for the Wrisleys’ own home 
heat. They founded Adirondack Organic Grains with Bob 
and Adam Perry, another father-and-son farming team. 

“It’s been challenging, but it works,” Mark says. 
“When you supply a small market, like Gristmill, it takes 
a lot of time to set up the machine and grind a thousand 

The Adirondack Land Trust helps keep farmland in the Champlain Valley from being segmented into housing lots. Derrick and Mark Wrisley (below left)     own the field in the foreground and farm the ALT-protected field in the background. They grow crops that supply several local-food entrepreneurs. 

AdirondACk lAnd trUst
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The Adirondack Land Trust helps keep farmland in the Champlain Valley from being segmented into housing lots. Derrick and Mark Wrisley (below left)     own the field in the foreground and farm the ALT-protected field in the background. They grow crops that supply several local-food entrepreneurs. 

pounds a month and package it. I don’t know if you  
get that extra price difference to make it up. But I even 
just like selling to someone local who is doing something 
they keep in the community.”

A conservation easement  
is a voluntary land-preservation  
agreement between a land- 
owner and a land trust that 
determines how a tract will  
be maintained over time.  
ALT holds 50 conservation 
easements across Northern 
New York, including 20  
working farms totaling 7,363 acres. They produce milk, 
apples, eggs, cattle, hay and grains. Most of these farms 
are in the Champlain Valley, where the agricultural land 

base is critical to the economy. By keeping farms from 
being segmented into housing lots, owners of conserved 
lands can be eligible for tax breaks as they support the 
local farming community. 

In recognition of this behind-the-scenes work, the  
F. M. Kirby Foundation in 2015 made a $2 million  
commitment to help ALT fund perpetual care of farms, 
working forests and shorelines under conservation  
easements. The Fred M. and Walker D. Kirby Land 
Stewardship Endowment will increase ALT’s capacity 
to serve as a resource for landowners. One of the goals 
of the F. M. Kirby Foundation is to encourage others to 
help ALT meet its remaining $3 million stewardship 
endowment need. 

See page 23 for the Adirondack Land Trust’s annual financial statement

©
 erika Bailey/tn
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The Wrisleys value 
diversity, rotating 
hay with corn,  
hard red spring 
wheat, sunflowers, 
barley and other 
grains, most of  
them organic.
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the yeAr in Photos Chief steward kayla white  
is part of a team that teaches 
30,000 visitors to the high 
Peaks annually how they  
can protect rare alpine plants  
by walking only on bedrock.  
the summit stewardship 
Program is a partnership of  
the Adirondack Mountain Club,  
new york state department  
of environmental Conservation 
and the nature Conservancy. 
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top to bottom:

Brock weatherup, emily lyons  
and ed Fowler attend a meeting of  
nature Conservancy trustees from 
around new york state in Manhattan 
this spring. later in the year, ed 
was presented with the Adirondack 
Conservation hero award at our 
annual meeting, in recognition of 
his extraordinary service to advance 
the complementary missions of the 
Adirondack Chapter of the nature 
Conservancy and its partner the 
Adirondack land trust. ed’s legal 
guidance, conservation ethic and 
generosity contribute immeasurably 
to the continued success of both 
organizations. 

staffer emily landry (front) and 
trustee emily lyons paddle the  
Boquet river, adjacent to the 
Conservancy’s willsboro Preserve. 

staffer sophie McClelland welcomes 
a rainbow at the end of a benefit 
concert hosted by Frisky irwin and  
the Paine family at Flat rock Camp.

Biologist dan spada identifies 
Canada lily as part of his ecological 
assessment of willsboro Preserve.

©
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hoW you cAn heLP
Capital and special-project funding needs 

Capital gifts coupled with annual gifts provide the means to undertake projects that 
produce tangible, measurable and lasting benefits for Adirondack forests, waters and 
communities. These initiatives keep our work effective, and they help protect more 
than a century of conservation investment in a globally important landscape.

giving oPPortUnities

u Wild Adirondacks Fund

Land protection
The opportunity to protect a tract of land is often  
fleeting. The Wild Adirondacks Fund is a ready pool  
of private investment dollars that keeps Adirondack 
land-protection action nimble and effective. Land  
protection requires significant capital—no matter the 
ultimate owner of a tract or the long-term conservation 
plan. With money at the ready, we can purchase critical  
lands as soon as they become available. Without it,  
important properties can slip away. 

Gifts to the Wild Adirondacks Fund support a revolving  
fund devoted to the purchase of land and interests in 
land. The fund has helped us to act swiftly to protect 
places such as Lyon Mountain, OK Slip Falls, seven miles 
of the Opalescent River, and the Essex Chain Lakes.

CURRENT NEED: $3.5 MILLIoN

u  Fund for Field ecology

Support for science
The Nature Conservancy is the world’s leading conservation 
science organization. In the Adirondacks, we strive to  
apply the best scientific research to guide land protection 
investments and to ensure that any project we take on  
provides benefits that last. The Fund for Field Ecology has 
kept our scientists in the field for two decades. The fund also 
leverages millions of dollars for applied science by enabling 
us to fulfill matching requirements for government grants. 
Contributions are usually allocated to current science needs 
but endowment is our long-term goal.

GOAL: $400,000 FOR ENDOWMENT

u keeping Wildlife habitat connected

Field science and conservation action 
Species do not persist long in areas fragmented by roads. 
Protecting key lands between intact forests allows bobcats, 
martens, moose and other wide-ranging mammals to move 
freely in search of food and mates, and to maintain stable 
populations. To safeguard the ability of wildlife to move 
between the Adirondacks and wildlands in Vermont and 
on Tug Hill Plateau, we are working to reduce the impacts 
of roads as barriers. We are also working to protect the 
most-traveled habitat links, identified by predictive  
computer models with data supplied by field tracking  
and trail cameras. We use the information to reach out  
to landowners, highway departments and communities, 
and to inform our own land investments.

PROGRAM FUNDING NEED 2016-2020: $460,000

Left: Adirondack Conservation Intern Shea Flanagan gains 
on-the-ground experience implementing a plan to make Willsboro 
Preserve more accessible. Top right: Staff clean up a preserve. 
Stewardship is a core component of conservation work. 

‒ 12 ‒
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u staying connected

Linking the Adirondacks,  
New England and Canadian Maritimes
The Staying Connected Initiative (SCI) is an international 
partnership working to restore and enhance landscape 
linkages for the benefit of nature and people across the 
80-million-acre Northern Appalachian/Acadian region, 
extending from the Tug Hill Plateau and Adirondacks 
across New England to the Canadian Maritimes. SCI uses 
conservation science, land protection, community out-
reach, land use planning, and transportation infrastructure 
expertise to help maintain the forested landscape. With 
our experience in aquatic and terrestrial connectivity  
science and partnerships with transportation agencies,  
the Conservancy’s Adirondack science staff coordinates 
this important effort on behalf of two dozen partners. 

PROGRAM FUNDING NEED 2016-2018: $80,000

u Willsboro Preserve

A place for people and nature
Our 110-acre preserve will serve as an outdoor classroom 
and provide walking trails, fishing access, interpretive 
signs and other recreational benefits for residents and 
visitors to Willsboro. This collaborative effort with 
the town, school, and other stakeholders will increase 
understanding of natural river systems and the people, 
plants and animals that depend on them. The three-year 
phased plan includes a trail system with accessible  
multi-use paths close to a new senior residence. 

NEED: $255,000
 

u stewardship endowment

Caring for nature preserves and  
working with private landowners
Collectively, the Adirondack Chapter and its partner  
the Adirondack Land Trust are responsible for care of  
11 nature preserves and 67 conservation easements  
totaling 86,000 acres. Through easements, landowners  
conserve in perpetuity lands ranging from apple  
orchards to grain fields, unbroken shorelines to working 
forests. Stewardship is an unseen yet core component  
of conservation, and it grows more complex as easement 
ownerships change over time. Building endowment will 
allow staff to better assist landowners as well as provide 
capacity to protect additional lands and waters. 

REMAINING NEED: $5 MILLIoN 

u Adirondack conservation internship  
     Program endowment

Meaningful work experience
The Adirondack Conservation Internship is highly  
competitive, with as many as 150 applicants annually.  
The three-month program prepares young people for  
environmental careers through on-the-job experience.  
Interns gain skills as they consider roles in science, 
natural-resource management and administration. The 
Conservancy’s work benefits from a boost in staff capacity  
during the busy field season. Currently the program 
is funded by year-to-year contributions and is usually 
limited to one intern. Endowment of $500,000 will make 
the Adirondack Conservation Internship self-sustaining, 
generating income to finance two interns annually. 

REMAINING NEED: $390,000

u exporting climate Resilience 

Telling the stream story on film
Poorly designed or poorly placed culverts block native 
trout and salmon from reaching cold-water refuge.  
These are often the same structures that fail during heavy 
rains. As we work with highway departments and other 
partners to demonstrate how to build better culverts in the 
Ausable River watershed, we are documenting the process 
in a short video to share online and with municipalities, to 
help properly designed culverts become business as usual 
across a wider landscape. We must raise funds to cover the 
expense of shooting, editing and producing the film; gifts 
will match a grant from the Wildlife Conservation Society 
Climate Adaptation Fund established with support from 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.

NEED: $10,000

For more information on any of these initiatives,  
contact nancy van Wie, director of philanthropy,  
(518) 576-2082 | nvanwie@tnc.org.

Both: ©
 Erika Bailey/TN
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Working Together
donoRs and voLunTeeRs

YOu, OuR MEMBERS, are the Adirondack Chapter of  
The Nature Conservancy and the Adirondack Land Trust—
people who take big steps to make a better future for  
this region. Your hard work and contributions provide 
land-protection action and conservation programs in every 
corner of the North Country. We are grateful to all of you.
 

For their privacy, names of  
supporters and volunteers  
are not included in the Web  
version of the annual report.
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Adirondack Land Trust
The Adirondack Land Trust was incorporated in 1984 and has protected 
22,794 acres of working farms and forests, unbroken shoreline, scenic  
vistas and other lands contributing to the quality of life of Adirondack  
communities. Since 1988, it has worked with the Adirondack Chapter of  
The Nature Conservancy to extend resources and cost efficiencies. The 
organizations operate in complementary and mutually supportive ways on  
land conservation and stewardship of preserves and conservation easements. 
      The information presented here represents the operating activities 
of the Adirondack Land Trust. This analysis is based on unaudited draft 
financial statements for the 2015 fiscal year (July 1, 2014–June 30, 2015) 
and does not include capital funds and land projects. These graphs are 
intended to provide timely information, but they are not a substitute  

Sources of Operating Funds  /  Fiscal Year 2015

Total: $158,388

Uses of Operating Funds  /  Fiscal Year 2015

for the audited financial statement, available by writing to our office or 
the New York State Office of the Attorney General, Charities Bureau,  
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
      During fiscal year 2015, ALT’s mission and objectives were supported  
by employees of the Adirondack Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, a 
separate charitable organization. The Adirondack Chapter was reimbursed 
for its support of ALT’s conservation efforts. Due to the level of staff  
resources allocated to delivering conservation outcomes for the Heart  
of the Adirondacks, which is a Nature Conservancy project, program  
expenses for the Adirondack Land Trust were lower than normal in FY15.
      Any year-ending surplus is reinvested in the organization in pursuit  
of ALT’s long-term, strategic goals. 
 

Adirondack chapter of The nature conservancy 

The information presented here represents the operating activities of the 
Adirondack Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. This analysis is based on 
unaudited draft financial statements for the 2015 fiscal year (July 1, 2014–
June 30, 2015) and does not include capital funds and projects. These graphs 
are intended to provide timely information, but they are not a substitute  
for the audited financial statement of The Nature Conservancy, available  
at nature.org or by writing to our office or the New York State Office of the 
Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

      The Adirondack Chapter was founded in 1971 and has protected 560,000 
acres. Since 1988, it has worked with the Adirondack Land Trust to extend 
resources and cost efficiencies. The organizations are separate 501(c)(3)s  
and operate in complementary and mutually supportive ways on land  
conservation and stewardship of preserves and conservation easements. 
      Nearly half of the observable shortfall is caused by a timing variance  
of when government funding receivables are recorded; the remainder was 
covered by operating reserves.

Sources of Operating Funds  /  Fiscal Year 2015 Uses of Operating Funds  /  Fiscal Year 2015

Total: $2,508,223

Total: $64,941

Bequests and 
trust income 10%

Unrestricted contributions 
from individuals and  
foundations 58%

Restricted  
contributions 2%

Other income 1%

Government 
grants 19%

Endowment 
support 10%

Total: $2,087,481

Management and general
16%

Fundraising 21%

Conservation programs 63%

Unrestricted contributions 
from individuals and  
foundations 65%

Government grants 
8%

Endowment 
support 15%

Bequests and 
trust income 
2%

Other income 
10% Conservation programs

40%

Fundraising 5%

Management and general  
55%
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Foundation
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Chairman
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writer, editor, curator
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Lecturer, Yale University 
Johnsburg
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Wayne, PA, &  
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The following trustees 
completed board terms  
in August 2015: 

Barbara l. Bedford, Phd 
Charles Canham, Phd 
J. edward Fowler  
robert e. Friedman 
david henle 
Bill Mckibben
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erika Bailey
Conservation easement program 
coordinator

tim Barnett
Vice president

Cathy Beaton
Major gifts manager

Michelle Brown
Conservation scientist

dirk Bryant
Director of conservation programs

Michael Carr
Executive director

Craig Cheeseman
GIS specialist/IS manager

todd dunham
Director of stewardship

ryan Ferebee
Maintenance mechanic

tom lake
Follensby Pond caretaker

emily landry
Finance & operations manager

Jessica levine (TNC Canada)
Conservation advisor,  
climate adaptation and 
transportation. Coordinator,  
Staying Connected Initiative

Jan Maria localio
Conservation program coordinator/
Stewardship specialist

sophie McClelland
Philanthropy coordinator

douglass Munro
Stewardship program manager 
(outgoing 2015)

dawn ormsby
Office manager

Connie Prickett
Director of communications and 
community engagement

Brendan Quirion
Adirondack Park Invasive Plant 
Program coordinator

Alissa rafferty
Executive assistant/Wildlife 
Monitoring Program manager

Zachary simek
Terrestrial Invasive Species Project 
coordinator

Mary thill
Writer/editor

nancy van wie
Director of philanthropy

erin vennie-vollrath
Aquatic Invasive Species Project 
coordinator

erin v. walkow
Senior donor-relations manager

2015 Field staff

Bill Brown 
Preserve manager

John davis
Preserve steward

2015 Adirondack Conservation intern
Shea Flanagan

2015 invasive species educator
Jane Raffaldi

This year michael carr 
celebrated 25 years with  
The Nature Conservancy,  
15 of them as executive 
director of the Adirondack 
Chapter and its partner  
the Adirondack Land Trust.  
He began his tenure as 
executive director of the Lake 
George Land Conservancy.

In appreciation for his exceptional service, the eight 
trustee chairs who have worked with Mike presented  
him with a Carl Heilman II print of Follensby Pond at the 
annual meeting.

under Mike’s leadership, the Adirondack Chapter  
and the Adirondack Land Trust have achieved impressive 
numbers—including 340,000 acres protected. But as 
former chairman Harry Groome pointed out, Mike’s 
commitment to people—to landowners, partners, 
volunteers and staff—is what truly inspires others to work 
just as hard as he does for the good of the Adirondacks.

emily Landry joined our 
team this year as finance and 
operations manager. Emily holds 
an MBA from Simmons College 
and a BA from university of 
Vermont. After working with 
a mission-driven microfinance 
nonprofit in Massachusetts,  
she is happy to be back in  
the North Country, closer to 
family in Glens Falls and great 
places to hike. 
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The mission of The nature 
conservancy is to conserve 
the lands and waters on 
which all life depends.  
The Adirondack chapter  
was founded in 1971.

The Adirondack Land Trust, 
established in 1984, protects 
working farms and forests, 
unbroken shoreline, scenic 
vistas and other lands  
contributing to the quality  
of life of Adirondack  
communities.

Together, these partners  
in conservation have  
protected more than  
583,000 acres, including  
1 out of every 6 protected 
acres in the Adirondack Park. 


