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BoARd memBeRs

The Adirondack Chapter of the Nature Conservancy and the Adirondack Land Trust benefit immensely from the  

intelligent, engaged and passionate individuals who devote their time as board members. At this summer’s annual  

meeting, we celebrated the tenures of outgoing trustees Harry Groome, Doug Luke and Bill Paternotte, welcomed  

new trustees Kevin Arquit and Meredith Prime and announced a new executive committee.   

Kevin Arquit 
partner, Simpson Thacher  
and Bartlett LLP. NYC.  
Long Lake

Carter F. Bales  
Founding Partner, New World  
Capital Group in NYC  
Big Wolf Lake 

Jameson Adkins Baxter, 
Treasurer 
Founder and president,  
Baxter Associates  
Limekiln Lake  

Barbara L. Bedford, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Associate, 
Cornell University

 

Charles Canham, Ph.D.  
Senior Scientist, Cary Institute  
of Ecosystem Studies  
Millbrook, NY

John Colston 
Consultant with high-tech  
firms for Web-based products  
Long Lake 

Michael DiNunzio     
Consulting Ecologist,  
Adirondacks 
Cumberland Head 

J. Edward Fowler,  
Secretary  
Retired general counsel,  
Mobil Corporation 
Keene Valley

Carol I. Mackinnon Fox, 
Vice Chair 
Vice President, corporate  
strategy at Thomson Reuters 
NYC

Robert E. Friedman 
Attorney, Katten Muchin  
Zavis Rosenman in NYC 
Tupper Lake/Camp Kildare

Joan Hansen Grabe  
Civic Leader,  
Southport CT 
Upper Saranac Lake 

David Henle, Vice Chair  
President,  
DLH Capital in NYC 
Piseco Lake

David P. Hunt  
Chairman, Charles Pratt  
& Company in NYC 
Old Forge 

Lee Keet 
Founder, private equity fund  
and retired software  
entrepreneur 
Lake Colby

Jonathan Linen 
Retired Vice Chairman,  
American Express Company,  
NYC, Minerva

Emily Lyons 
Head of Strategic Customers  
and Solutions, Americas,  
Thomson Reuters 
NYC

Lawrence L. Master, Ph.D.  
Retired Chief Zoologist,  
NatureServe and TNC 
Lake Placid 

Bill McKibben 
Author, scholar-in-residence  
at Middlebury College, VT 
Johnsburg 

Bruce McLanahan  
Attorney, adjunct professor,  
Fordham University  
Upper Saranac Lake

Peter S. Paine, Jr.  
Attorney; Chairman, Champlain 
National Bank 
Willsboro

Meredith Prime  
Lead Director, Adirondack  
Land Trust 
Co-founder, Adirondack Land Trust 
Lake Placid 
  
Michael Richter 
Partner, Environmental Capital 
Partners in NYC  
Lake Placid 
 
 
Charles Svenson,  
Chairman 
Senior Managing Director,  
Brock Capital Group in NYC 
Upper Saranac Lake 
 
Amy Vedder, Ph.D. 
retired Senior V.P.,  
The Wilderness Society  
Consulting Conservationist 
Johnsburg 

 
Brock Weatherup 
CEO, PetFoodDirect,  
Philadelphia 
Paul Smiths/ Bay Pond Park
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Dear Friends of the Adirondacks, 

Conservation is not a single moment in time, but 

rather, a steady march forward. This report, presented 

as a journal of sorts, highlights our conservation  

efforts of the past year, which, of course, build on past 

accomplishments and prepare us for the future. The 

journey—our Adirondack journey—is one of hope.  

It is shared by many, underscored by science, bolstered 

by partnerships and made possible through the gener-

osity of our donors. 

There was a palpable sense of hope in the air at this year’s annual meeting, when our 

outgoing board chair, Bill Paternotte, recapped the Heart of the Adirondacks project, 

now in its sixth year and reaching significant milestones. And when Tim Barnett, in his 

remembrance of dear friend and founding board member Arthur Savage, recalled an un-

failing commitment to conservation and place—a commitment that transcends genera-

tions and reminds us how important it is to protect Adirondack lands and waters. 

This summer and fall, some of the lands transferred from the Conservancy to New 

York State have started to open up for everyone to explore. The stories and the storytell-

ers are shifting, as people are beginning to share their own first impressions and new 

adventures. Likewise, it is inspiring to see the progress being made by the Adirondack 

Park Invasive Plant Program’s Invasive Species Rapid Response Team, to be learning more 

about lake trout at Follensby Pond, and to continue to work with private landowners.

While there are never enough pages to cover every aspect of our work, mention every 

partnership, list every donor, we hope the stories and photos on these pages convey a 

sense of accomplishment and leave you feeling optimistic about the future.   
   

Sincerely,

 
   
 
Charlie Svenson Mike Carr
Board Chair  Executive Director

1



2

HeARt of tHe AdiRondAcks 

quite 
the

   ye
ar 

i
n addition to the protection of 12,000 acres bordering 
Heart of the Adirondacks lands through the largesse of 
the Ernst family, the fiscal year saw many exciting land 

transfers into the “forever wild” protection of New York State’s 
Adirondack Park Forest Preserve, and two transfers to state forest 
just outside of the park boundary. New York State purchased 
a total of 28,000 acres from the Conservancy, including the 
Chain Lakes-Hudson River, OK Slip Falls-Blue Ledge, and 
Indian River parcels, as well as some stunning shoreline on Lake 
Champlain. We’re seeing new Forest Preserve signs being posted, 
kiosks and trail registers put into place, and, most exciting of 
all, hearing stories from people visiting lands that until now had 
been off-limits to the public. We continue to hold 41,000 acres 
for future transfer, including Boreas Ponds and stretches of the 
Upper Hudson and Opalescent rivers.

Paired with all matter of public and private partnerships that 
continue to grow and strengthen, the Conservancy’s unique 
combination of skills and commitment to a future in which 
people and nature can thrive together point to a promising new 
year. We are grateful for your continued support as we move this 
legacy conservation effort forward. The following pages feature 
more Heart of the Adirondacks happenings of the past year.
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Adirondack challenge 

Indian River takes center stage
The Adirondack Park was in the national limelight in July, thanks 
to the media attention drawn by Governor Cuomo’s Adirondack 
Challenge. The two-day event included an invitational whitewa-
ter rafting race on the Indian River. State legislators, state agency 
staff, local elected officials and others joined the Governor for this 
event, and found themselves in rafts piloted by professional guides 
for a three-mile run through swirling rapids. Mayor Bloomberg 
even brought his A-team from New York City. Shutterbugs and 
videographers were working overtime to document the friendly 
competition and the camaraderie it produced. 

The event helped to elevate the tourism profile of the Town 
of Indian Lake and the Adirondack Park. The precise geographic 
coordinates of the race, however, were particularly meaningful to 
the Conservancy. It went through and finished up on a property 
we know well: the 940-acre Indian River tract that we had trans-
ferred to state ownership just three months earlier, in April. The 
race gave us an opportunity to see the property anew, through 
the eyes of the competitors, many of whom were first-time visi-
tors to this part of the world.  Here are some impressions:

 

HeARt of tHe AdiRondAcks 

“It is a magnificent part of 
the state, as you can see.”

 

– Governor Andrew Cuomo

WGRZ, Buffalo 
Governor Cuomo said, “I want to expose this part of the State  
of New York. It is a magnificent part of the state, as you can see.” 

Lieutenant Governor Robert Duffy summed it up like this:  
“The water was beautiful, the scenery was beautiful. The  
Adirondack region is God’s country.”

Politics on the Hudson
“I think when people come up here and see the beauty of the  
Adirondacks –white-water rafting, fishing, outdoor sports – I think 
people are going to want to come up here,” said State Senator Jeff 
Klein, who represents parts of Westchester County. 

Adirondack Daily Enterprise
“It’s beautiful,” [Mayor Bloomberg] said. “Dense forest and open 
areas. The rapids were a lot of fun to go through, but it really is  
very picturesque.” 

True to our scientific foundation, the features we tend to 
highlight about the Indian River tract, which was part of the Con-
servancy’s 2007 purchase of 161,000 acres once owned by paper 
manufacturer Finch, Pruyn & Co., have to do with undeveloped 
shoreline on the Indian and Hudson rivers, interesting marble 
outcroppings, and rich soils that sustain a wide array of plants. 
Now we can add that this state-owned asset was also the site of 
the 2013 Adirondack Challenge. We are honored to have played a 
role in the property’s lasting protection, as well as in the event that 
introduced it to the world. 
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sAlly’s Ride  

Guided excursion on the Upper Hudson River
Sally Hart, of Saratoga Springs, had been keeping track and she 
knew when the portion of the Hudson River from Newcomb to 
the Iron Bridge above the Blackwell Stillwater would be open to 
the public. She arranged for a guide and, on her birthday, bring-
ing along her brother and cousin, she became one of the first 
“pedestrians” to make the paddling trip to the new take out on 
the Chain Lakes-Hudson River tract. (The ability to make this 
trip is dependent on water levels).

What were your impressions?
It was an epic trip. Just fabulous. We came upon a bald eagle 
about a quarter of a mile in and it kept flying down the river in 
front of us for quite a ways.

It was challenging.  I am not a whitewater expert so there 
is no way I would have done it without a guide. I hired Dave 
Olbert, of Cloud-Splitter Outfitters right there in Newcomb. As 
the day went on we kept saying to each other: “Licensed Guide: 
Priceless.” You need someone who knows what they are doing.  

First, he gave us a quick lesson on canoe strokes. We canoed 
all but one of the rapids and for that one we roped the canoe 
and walked on rocks, guiding the canoe through, and then put 
back in.

So, would you do it again?
I would definitely do it again and I have recommended it to 
people. If you are in shape and game and aren’t afraid to be out 
of your comfort zone, plus it does require some physical strength 
and acumen. It was one of those days you remember the rest of 
your life.

     

It was  
an epic trip. 

HeARt of tHe AdiRondAcks 

investing in community

Seed money to link economic  
development and protected lands

As our Heart of the Adirondacks project moves forward and 
iconic lands are transferred from the Conservancy to New York 
State, some prized places in the Adirondacks are becoming open 
to the public for recreation—for free and for the first time in 
more than a century.  “Posted” signs are being replaced with 
“State Forest Preserve” signs; new trail registers and access points  
are being put into place. A fundamental shift in the relationship 
between these lands and the communities that host them is also 
taking place. It is happening against a national backdrop of a 
growing outdoor recreation industry, as well as a growing con-
sensus inside the park that the Adirondacks can capture a greater 
share of a market that benefits from conserved lands and waters. 

As these changes are occurring, we are funding a grant 
program to help local communities leverage positive economic 
impacts associated with outdoor recreation and tourism in ways 
that can bolster quality of life. Our hope is that $500,000 in 
seed money will help germinate new ideas for recreation-based 
development in host communities touched by this project— 
communities with which we have been collaborating since 2007. 
This kind of investment can help foster closer ties to protected 
lands while also helping to ensure that community prosperity is 
part of the conservation equation. We are eager to see what fresh 
ideas come out of this process and look forward to working with 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and 
New York Natural Heritage Trust to implement this innovative 
grant opportunity. 

To learn more, please contact Connie Prickett at cprickett@
tnc.org or (518) 576-2082 ext. 162. 
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in December 2012, John and Margot Ernst—conservationists 
through and through— donated a conservation easement to 

New York State which protects approximately 12,000 acres of 
spectacular forestland, wetlands, mountain summits, rivers and 
lakes on their Elk Lake preserve in North Hudson. A second 
transaction, also in December, adds even more conservation 
value to their generous donation and to our ongoing Heart of 
the Adirondacks project.   

The conservation easement, which limits development and 
allows for sustainable forestry practices to 
continue, expands on the first-ever conser-
vation easement in New York State. (That 
1969 easement, orchestrated by John Ernst’s 
maternal grandfather, protects a 1,000-foot 
band of forests surrounding Elk Lake, as 
well as its islands.) What’s changed is that 
the larger property is now protected, and 
the easement allows for a new public trail 
to one day be established to the summit of 
Boreas Mountain. What hasn’t changed is 
that the Ernsts continue to operate Elk Lake 
Lodge, a seasonal vacation resort hailed by 
Outside Magazine as one of the “Ten Best 
Wilderness Lodges in North America.” Two 

parking areas on the Elk Lake property also continue to provide 
public access across private land to the “Dix Trail” and “Marcy 
Trail,” leading, respectively, to the Dix Mountain and High 
Peaks Wilderness areas. 

Through a land swap with the Conservancy, the Ernsts gained 
better access to timber for harvesting purposes on the Three 
Brothers tract, which they now own. The Conservancy took 
ownership of the Casey Brook tract adjoining our Boreas Ponds 
property, which is slated for future transfer to New York State. The 

donated easement includes the Three Broth-
ers property, which was originally among 
the former Finch lands acquired by the 
Conservancy in 2007. Casey Brook has since 
transferred from the Conservancy to state 
ownership, adding an additional 1,500 acres 
to the Forest Preserve.  

All in all, 13,500 acres have been con-
served through this effort. While our staff 
was honored to provide technical assistance 
to the Ernsts and New York State DEC—
from ecological inventory to easement 
design to transactional details— the real 
heroes are John and Margot. We are in awe 
of their generosity.  

Upper left: Mike Carr, John Ernst, Margot Ernst 
and Tom Martin (NYSDEC) at Elk Lake, standing 
against a backdrop of newly protected property 
beyond the lake itself and the High Peaks Wilder-
ness in the far distance.  
Top: Elk Lake

View of Dix and Giant mountains and a 
northern section of Elk Lake from Boreas 
Mountain, part of an inspiring conservation 
legacy protecting more than 13,500 acres.  

momentous conseRvAtion At elk lAke

Private generosity yields public benefit

HeARt of tHe AdiRondAcks 
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Is there such a thing as an “old growth” fishery? What are 
the ideal conditions for cold-water fish to survive? What new 
pressures will climate change bring and how do we prepare for 
them? In collaboration with New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the Conservancy is  spearheading 
two parallel research efforts to help answer these questions and 
more. One is a fisheries assessment taking place at Follensby 
Pond; the other is a report on the status of lake trout in the 
Adirondacks.  

First a recap: The Conservancy in 2008 purchased the 
14,600-acre Follensby Pond property, with the intent to trans-
fer it to the New York State Forest Preserve at a future date. In 
addition to its present-day conservation value, the property is 
known for two pivotal events: Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Philoso-
phers’ Camp of 1858, which still resonates in literature and 
environmental thinking, and the re-introduction of bald eagles 
to the Adirondack Park in the 1980s. 

Following the BioBlitz of 2010, we continue our scientific in-
quiry at Follensby Pond—and examining the work in a broader 
context. Lake trout are the sentinel species and primary focus of 

these efforts. The species name namaycush is reputedly an Algon-
quin term for “dweller of the deep.” While brook trout require 
cool, highly oxygenated water, lake trout require cold water—
about 10°F colder. Brook trout range extends down the spine of 
the Appalachian Mountains, but the southern limit of lake trout 
range is (with exceptions) 43° latitude, which happens to be the 
southern boundary of the Adirondack Park. Consequently, lake 
trout in the Adirondacks rely on the coldest water found at the 
bottom of the deepest lakes in summer. The fish are not able to 
migrate via rivers or shallower flows. 

Because of its high elevation, remoteness and land-use protec-
tions, the Adirondacks present what may be the best chance in 
the 48 contiguous United States to retain cold-water refuge for 
lake trout in a warmer and potentially stormier future. As air 
temperatures rise a projected 6–11°F by the end of this century, 
the region will undoubtedly lose a percentage of its lake trout 
habitat, but Follensby Pond could offer a lifeboat—a resilient 
lake that is likely to sustain cold-water fish into the future 
because of its conservation history, great depth, high oxygen and 
other physical characteristics. 6

lAke tRout, follensBy And tHe futuRe

What can we learn from a seminal species?

 

 

HeARt of tHe AdiRondAcks 
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While there is anecdotal evidence that there may already be a 
decline in lake trout populations in the Adirondacks and specula-
tion that the decline may be associated with climate change, there 
has been no systematic monitoring of lake trout in the park. With 
that in mind, and, after a Cornell University fisheries expert spec-
ulated that Follensby may have what he termed an “old-growth 
fishery,” meaning it has characteristics similar to an old-growth 
forest—stratification of species and age classes, for example—we 
knew it was important to gain a better understanding. 

This summer McGill University launched a two-year study 
to determine the size and structure of Follensby Pond’s lake 
trout population. One part, called “mark and recapture” goes 
like this: a “tag” is embedded in the fish (much like an identifi-
cation chip is inserted under the skin of a dog); when the fish is 
re-caught, the tag can be scanned (much like a grocery check-
out) and the individual identified. The recapture rate enables 
scientists to apply a mathematical formula to estimate the lake’s 
overall population. Other parts of the field research include 
counting the rings of an inner ear bone, called an otolith, to 
determine a fish’s age (much like counting a tree’s growth rings), 
and determining natural mortality rates through field work and 
computer modeling. The research is continuing this fall and 
next summer. 

Concurrently, we’ve commissioned a report to collect lake 
trout fisheries data from across the park and to capture narra-
tives from natural resource managers and landowners. This body 
of work is providing important baseline information and giving 
us a glimpse into the future.

The results of these studies will help provide a foundation  
for science-based, climate-adapted policies to protect fisheries  
at Follensby and other places.  

lAke tRout fAct Box

•  Lake trout usually occupy 42–55°F waters

•  Approximately 100 Adirondack lakes currently  
contain lake trout (stocked and self-sustaining)

•  Most Adirondack lake trout waters are at  
least 30 feet deep. 

•  Primary food of adult Adirondack lakers: cisco  
(a smaller fish)

•  Lifespan: the longest-lived of all salmonids,  
lake trout reach 20 years and older

•  Age at maturity: ~ 8 years

A graduate student this summer helped us map the 
depth contours of Follensby Pond, which is aiding McGill 
University’s field work and showing one of the pond’s most 
valuable attributes for sustaining coldwater lake trout: its 
depth, which is greater than 100 feet.   

Minor Contour

Major Contour

Contour Interval 3 ft

1:12,000

0          500      1,000                  2,0000          500      1,000                  2,0000          500      1,000                  2,000
Feet

Follensby Bathymetry

Source: Esrl, Digital Globe, GeoEye, i-cubed, USDA, 
USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, swisstopo, 
and the GIS User Community.
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extReme mAkeoveR:  Wetlands Edition
by Mary Thill

This article, featuring a wetland in the Wilmington Notch, first appeared in Adirondack Life’s Natural Life blog  
on August 20, 2013. You can find it at: http://www.adirondacklifemag.com/blogs/2013/08/20/extreme-makeover-wetlands-edition/

before: 
the cherry patch pond phragmites  

infestation in 2010. 

Just east of Lake Placid, a wetland around Little Cherry  
Patch Pond is a case study in how the Adirondacks can beat 
invasive species.

Ten years ago, the very tall and feathery reed Phragmites aus-
tralis established a foothold there in the midst of the leatherleaf, 
stunted spruce and other native Adirondack wetland plants. In just 
seven years, the infestation grew from the size of a trampoline to 
take over almost the entire wetland, which borders Route 86.

“At its peak, the site was approximately .75 acres in size and 
expanding at a rate of .2 acres per year,” says Brendan Quirion, 
terrestrial invasive species project coordinator for the Adiron-
dack Park Invasive Plant Project (APIPP). “We tried cutting and 
mowing and all sorts of techniques that ultimately failed.”

Then, in 2010, state environmental agencies gave APIPP 
permission to selectively apply an herbicide at the Forest Preserve 
site. Three years later most of the phragmites is gone, and much 
of the native vegetation has reclaimed its place.

What APIPP has been able to accomplish at Cherry Patch and 
several other Adirondack sites is remarkable—possibly a first in 
conservation management and a source of hope for other parts 
of the world.

after: 
the cherry patch site in 2012.  

native plants are reclaiming their place. 

Quirion explains, “The average size of a phragmites infestation in 
the interior Adirondacks is a mere .08 acres in size, presenting a real 
opportunity for true early detection and rapid response at a land-
scape scale. After just one year of management, 37% of all of the 
phragmites infestations that the [APIPP] response team treated in 
2011 had no phragmites observed in 2012. To put this in perspec-
tive, the complete eradication of a single phragmites infestation has 
rarely if ever been documented in the scientific literature.”

Phragmites was ranked Canada’s worst invasive plant last year. 
Other places offer lessons in the monotony that can happen 
without quick action. “A 7,000-acre phragmites infestation in New 
Jersey stands as a warning for us,” Quirion says. “We have close to 
600,000 acres of wetlands in the park so we stand to lose a lot if this 
threat is not addressed now. Luckily, through the work of our rapid 
response team, we believe that we have caught the majority if not all 
of our infestations, within the interior Adirondacks, in time.”

There’s a hitch. A three-year private foundation grant that has 
funded the APIPP response team expires this year. If the organiza-
tion doesn’t find another underwriter it might lose capacity during 
next year’s field season, and eradication sites could relapse. Once 
an invasive species establishes itself, complete elimination is rare. 
But Quirion thinks APIPP has a chance of beating the odds at the 
phragmites sites. Several of them have gone two years without a 
sign of the plant returning, he says. Next year will be the test.

AdiRondAck pARk  
invAsive plAnt pRogRAm

Please contact Hilary Smith at 518-576-2082 ext. 131 or  
email hsmith@tnc.org for more information.
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Hi, Meghan,

Last summer, you were so kind in talking with  

Andrew about Eurasian Watermilfoil and the prob-

lems it was creating in the Adirondacks. You were so 

helpful by taking the time to talk with him and helping 

him find resources that he needed for his research. 

Andrew ended up growing Brazilian Watermilfoil in 

an aquarium at home. Brazilian Watermilfoil is a spe-

cies closely related to the Eurasian variety, but easily 

available in an aquarium supply store. He then took 

various sprigs of it and dried them out for various 

periods of time and then rehydrated them, to see how 

long they had to be out of water before they were no 

longer viable. His project was entitled the Viability of 

Brazilian Watermilfoil after Dessication and Rehy-

dration. We wanted to let you know that he ended up 

winning a first prize at the Northern Virginia Regional 

Science Fair this past weekend.

By the way, Andrew ended up boiling the sprigs he 

used in the experiment before disposing of them, so 

there was no chance of them getting into the water 

supply ––  he didn’t want to take any chances!

Best regards, 

Janet Reese (Andrew’s mom)  

Meghan  

Johnstone

Andrew Reese

What grade are you going into and how old are you?
I’m going into 10th grade at T. C. Williams High School in  
Alexandria, VA.  I’m 15.

How did you meet our Aquatic Invasive Species Project  
Coordinator, Meghan Johnstone?
Every year we do a science fair project and my family spends the sum-
mers in Speculator so we went to the Wild Center.  I had narrowed down 
my science fair topic to milfoil and when we asked who was the expert 
they said Meghan Johnstone at The Nature Conservancy in Keene Valley.  

 
After your science fair win, you were invited to submit the project 
for a Stockholm Junior Water Prize, and earned a prize from the 
Federal Water Quality Association. What happened next?
Winning at the Regional Science Fair meant I got to go on to the State 
Science Fair held at the Virginia Military Institute.  I didn’t win anything at 
the State fair but just going there was an honor and a big accomplishment 
for me – only three people in my school district went – me as a freshman 
and the other two were seniors.  

Meghan recently mailed some fresh Eurasian watermilfoil to you.  
What are you going to do with it?  
What I’m doing this year for the science fair is a desiccation study that 
compares the two types of watermilfoil.  Both the Brazilian and the 
Eurasian watermilfoils are invasive and can appear in the same bodies of 
water.  In medicine there is a process called triage where you decide who 
needs attention first.  This study could enable people dealing with both 
invasives to know which one is more important to contain first.

Does all this interest mean you want to have a career  
as a scientist or do you have other plans?
I am actually very interested in invasives, not only from a scientific stand-
point but from a public safety standpoint – for example one of the reasons 
the wildlfires in Colorado were so bad is that an invasive beetle had killed 
the trees and made them more likely to burn.  Also standing dead trees 
can fall and kill people.

Also, when firefighters are fighting fires with no water source, they 
pump water out of nearby ponds and lakes.   Milfoil can clog up the filter 
that the water goes through to the fire hose and block it.  It could mean 
the difference between a person being rescued or not. 

From a condensed, edited interview by Angel Marvin.

A conversation with budding scientist 
AndRew Reese:

AdiRondAck pARk invAsive plAnt pRogRAm

9



10

AdiRondAck lAnd tRust

“... I want someone in the future to 
enjoy it here as much as I do.”

Sawyer Creek Farm breeds national and world champion Appaloosas.
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John Krieder and his Australian cattle dog-blue tick heeler mix, 
Pepper, take the farm tractor over to the back meadow every 
evening to check on the mares. “I just count the legs and divide 
by four,” he says. The wild apples are at peak ripeness and the 
young appaloosas are spry with the new autumn weather when 
John and I hike his property on Sawyer Creek during our annual 
visit. We are tending to the business of the 233-acre conservation 
easement the Adirondack Land Trust holds on his property, but 
the get-together is more inspiring than business-like. The prop-
erty is a diverse blend of upland woods, upland meadows and 
lowland wet meadows. Sawyer Creek flows through the property, 
along part of which is a gneiss rock cliff.  

A geologist by trade, John is native to the Ozarks and moved 
to Upstate New York in 1976 to work for the talc and zinc mines 
in Gouverneur. John grew up on a dairy and horse farm in Mis-
souri and always knew that he’d start a farm in the Adirondacks. 
When he purchased his farm in the late 1970s there were six 
working dairy farms on his road; now there are none. As agri-
cultural practices and distribution channels changed, John saw 
these farms disappear, the lands converted to other uses; he also 
saw his late father’s farm in the Ozarks converted to a junk car 
yard. “I didn’t want that to happen here,” he said. When asked 
what he’d like to see happen, he simply says, “all you’ve got to 
do is look around. I want someone in the future to enjoy it here 
as much as I do. I want people and animals to continue to enjoy 
the northern New York woods and the waterfalls.”

When asked what’s most special about the property he an-
swers without hesitation, “Sawyer Creek.” I follow him across a 

homemade cable bridge that spans the creek and has two spliced 
gardens hoses laced over the railing for grip. Having the creek 
on the property, John says “increases the plant diversity and the 
wildlife,” and while I step tentatively onto the swaying bridge, he 
moves forward with conviction and without looking back says, 
“It’s guaranteed.” 

It was 1989 when John worked with Adirondack Land Trust 
on one of the earliest easements in the history of ALT. At first 
blush John remembers that the staff was wary that the property 
wouldn’t meet the protection criteria, but on closer inspection it 
did and the land protection process commenced. John worked 
closely with ALT’s land protection experts to craft an easement 
that offered the highest level of protection in the natural areas—
with no cutting of vegetation or development—while leaving 
the farmstead out of the easement to accommodate his world-
renowned horse breeding business. 

When asked how the easement has affected him over the years 
and if there’s anything he’d do differently, John just looks over 
the banks of Sawyer Creek and tells me about the cardinal flow-
ers, closed gentians, and lady slippers that take his breath away 
every year. “I have no regrets,” he says. “Sometimes it’s a lesson 
in discipline,” he goes on, “the easement makes it so that I won’t 
be tempted to sell off portions if I come on hard times. Same 
with logging, I can’t touch the nature preserve area.” From the 
porch of a small cabin that he built by hand, we spot a fly catcher 
swooping towards the red spruce stand that he planted 20 years 
ago, “but what’s $50,000 compared to the beauty over there?” he 
asked, speculatively.  I couldn’t agree more. 

 

Coon Mountain Nature Preserve, acquired by the Adirondack Land 
Trust and opened for public use in 1992, is the premier nature preserve 
in the central Champlain Valley.  On October 31, 2012, the Adirondack 
Land Trust added 20 acres with the purchase of the Creskey Tract.  
This nature preserve offers a favorable reward-to-effort ratio: after  
a moderate, wildflower-strewn hike to the summit, hikers are greeted 
by gorgeous views of Lake Champlain, the High Peaks and the  
Green Mountains.

conseRvAtion eAsement lAndowneR spotligHt:

John Krieder, Sawyer Creek Farm
By Erika Edgley, Conservation Easement Program Coordinator

New Addition to Coon Mountain Nature Preserve
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Getting together with friends of the 
Adirondack Chapter of The Nature 

Conservancy and the Adirondack Land 
Trust is always a high point for our 

staff and trustees. This year’s  
Annual Meeting at Heaven Hill Farm 

in Lake Placid was a huge success, with 
Joe Martens, Commissioner of the 

NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation, as the keynote speaker, 

and educational raptors from the  
Adirondack Wildlife Refuge. The 

Three Sisters Trio benefit concert at 
the privately owned Flat Rock Camp 

on Lake Champlain was also a big hit.
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“We have seen it!  It really does exist,  
and its cascading water, stunning views,  
and precious flora are all worth the wait.”

Anne Brewer “OK Slip Falls”  LOCALadk magazine  Summer 2013
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fund foR field ecology

Support for science 
This fund helps to pay for a range of science-based work. This 
year, for instance, it is helping to fund lake trout research at 
Follensby Pond and the aquatic habitat connectivity efforts de-
scribed below. Not only does the Fund for Field Ecology help to 
kick start new projects and supplement others, it has also lever-
aged millions of additional dollars for science work by enabling 
us to fulfill matching fund requirements for government grants. 
Contributions to this fund are restricted to science-based work 
and deployed based on conservation priorities.  

follensBy pond And lAke tRout

Fish and the future
Follensby Pond provides us a unique opportunity to study the 
attributes that make it such a favorable home for lake trout and 
gives us clues on how to protect these habitats across the Ad-
irondacks. We are assessing the current status of lake trout and 
determining if there are measures we can take today to ensure 
survival of this iconic species into the future. With guidance 
from an advisory committee, experts from McGill University 
are conducting field work over the 2013 and 2014 seasons (see 
pages 6-7). Need: $230,000  

How you cAn Help  
AdvAnce conseRvAtion in tHe AdiRondAcks 

Capital Funding Needs

in addition to the annual operating fund, we also have capital funds that are 

integral to our conservation efforts. The two types of funds go hand-in-hand to 

equip us with the resources necessary to produce tangible conservation results, and to keep the work 

rooted in science. Some of our capital funding needs are ongoing, while others are for discreet initiatives, such as  

invasive species eradication or winter animal tracking. Most of these projects involve partnerships that allow us to leverage 

capital donations for greater conservation gains. The following narratives provide an overview of our capital funding needs. 

The descriptions are arranged by type of project; it is worth noting, however, that many initiatives can fall under more than 

one category. The bottom line is that each enables our team to continue to protect Adirondack lands and waters for  

current and future generations. 

science And field woRk
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How you cAn Help  

HABitAt connectivity foR wildlife  

Linking forest habitats 
To safeguard the ability of wildlife to move between the Adiron-
dacks and protected areas in New York’s Tug Hill and Vermont’s 
Green Mountains, we are working to: reduce impacts of roads as 
barriers to wildlife; protect key habitat links (which we are identi-
fying through sophisticated computer models and on-the-ground 
animal tracking in the winter); and engage communities around 
land use planning. Needs: Adirondacks-to-Tug Hill, $670,000;  
Adirondacks-to-Green Mountains, $3,067,000 

climAte Resilient  
tRAnspoRtAtion infRAstRuctuRe/ 
AquAtic HABitAt connectivity

Infrastructure inventories of the Saranac  
and Chazy River watersheds 
Poorly- sized or positioned culverts can trap fish in summertime 
waters that are too warm for them to survive. They can also cause 
flooding in local communities during severe storms and be costly 
to maintain and repair. We seek funding for important field 
inventory work that expands our AuSable River watershed surveys 
to the Saranac and Chazy rivers as a first step to targeting state 
and local transportation funds to replace high-priority culverts 
that would deliver ecological, economic and social benefits. 
Need: $60,000

AdiRondAck pARk invAsive plAnt 
pRogRAm Action fund

Protecting our lands and waters from invasive species 
The forests and waters of the Adirondack region anchor our 
economy, filter our air, and provide wildlife habitat, scenic beauty 
and places for outdoor recreation. Invasive plants and animals put 
at risk our forests and waters, compromising conservation efforts, 
agricultural productivity, human health and safety, recreational 
opportunities, and more. The Adirondack Park Invasive Plant 
Program (APIPP), a high-priority conservation program and 
partnership hosted by the Conservancy’s Adirondack Chapter, is 
funded primarily through a grant from NYSDEC with funding 
from the State’s Environmental Protection Fund. We are build-
ing an APIPP “action fund” that would diversify the program’s 
funding base, bolster its ability to get the job done regardless of 
the status of government funding, and leverage additional funds 
for priority projects, like the Rapid Response Team (see page 8). 
Need: $425,000

science And field woRk

stewARdsHip
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