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The Nature Conservancy
in Wyoming

Dear Friends,

STAFF LEADERSHIP TEAM

On a beautiful fall day, at
a ranch south of Lander,
we tumbled out of our
vehicles for lunch and
conversation. Our group
included conservation
leaders from a ranching
community in Patagonia,
Argentina, who were visiting Jim Magagna,
executive vice president of the Wyoming Stock
Growers Association (read Jim’s story on page
8). The international guests came to Wyoming
to make connections with like-minded ranchers
and learn what Wyoming has done to protect
our precious lands and waters.
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The conversation was interwoven with common
interests: range condition, wool markets, and the
value of conservation easements for protecting
farms and ranches. Shaking hands goodbye, it
was amazing to realize how much we have in
common with people across the globe and here
at home in Wyoming.
What we were able to share that afternoon
is that Wyoming has made enormous strides
in the past few years. Just this past year, the
Conservancy was able to conserve 137,000
acres of land and 168 miles of river through
restoration, improved management and
legal protection. Through our science and
on-the-ground projects, we informed policy
and practices on the use of our natural resources.
We worked hard to bring new people to
conservation through our education and
outreach activities.

Wyoming Wild
and Working
Campaign results to date
achieved through conservation
easements, restoration and
improved management of
lands and waters.

Are we single-handedly making it happen?
Never. We depend on partnerships and
collaborations with landowners, other
conservation organizations, and a wide variety
of leaders and like-minded individuals. You’ll
read in this annual report about wonderful new
collaborations that are making a difference for
conservation in Wyoming. The Conservancy is
proud to link hands with people across the state.

(July 1, 2008-June 30, 2012)
Crucial Winter Range and
Migratory Corridors
122,195 acres

Most importantly, you’ve also had a hand in our
success. Last spring, we sent out a survey asking
for your opinion about our work. You told us
to stay focused on our values of collaboration
and solution-oriented, science-based results.
You told us to continue our efforts to protect
precious lands in Wyoming, but you have a keen
sense of urgency about our water resources.
That’s advice we will follow: The Conservancy
is entering the final year of a conservation
campaign unlike anything we have ever done.
We have intensified our efforts in the Greater
Yellowstone region, grasslands and especially
the headwaters of our state. I look forward to
announcing our final results next summer.

Grasslands
139,615 acres
Rivers and Streams
478 miles
Wetlands and Riparian
11,230 acres
Sagebrush Steppe
121,746 acres

It’s an all-hands campaign to protect Wyoming’s
lands and waters. Thank you for being a part of it!
Best regards,

The Conservancy’s Current Focus Areas

Andrea Erickson Quiroz
State Director
on the cover Shoshone River © Sara Caudle, Cody High School
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Andrea Erickson Quiroz © Joe Quiroz
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Greater Yellowstone
Safeg uarding the L ander F ront’s Working R anches
In the sweeping foothills outside Lander, large ranches that have been part of this landscape’s fabric for
generations are rapidly disappearing. In their place sits an expanding network of rural subdivisions springing
up as more and more people move in to enjoy the area’s stunning scenery.
SO

when two of the most visible, intact ranches
here went up for sale, the Conservancy rallied
to take action before it was too late. “It was
important to the community that these ranches
remain intact, which is why we received so much
local support,” says Andrea Erickson Quiroz,
the Conservancy’s Wyoming state director.

The Conservancy moved quickly in 2012,
purchasing the Double A and 3 Bar X
ranches and placing conservation easements
on both to prevent future subdivision and
uncontrolled development. This undertaking
was made possible with broad backing from the
community and financial support from federal
agencies, nonprofits and private donors.
The result: more than 3,500 contiguous acres
of unbroken protected land. The 3 Bar X has
already sold to a local rancher, who will continue
to maintain it as an agricultural operation. The
Conservancy is seeking to sell the Double A
Ranch to another conservation-minded buyer.
“It seemed everything around us was being
chopped up in little pieces,” says Rick Allen,
who owned and managed the Double A Ranch
for more than three decades. “So we thought it
was a real stroke of genius and luck when the
Conservancy came along and offered to put
a conservation easement on it, allowing us to
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move on but also protect the ranch and all the
resources it has supported.”
For wildlife, the adjoining Double A and
3 Bar X ranches provide critical habitat in the
vast Greater Yellowstone region, particularly
in the winter. Mule deer, moose and elk need
these lower elevation valleys to survive when
the snow flies. Sage-grouse migrate here in the
summer months.

Rangeland Institute
Bu ilding Tomorrow’s Land Stewards One S u mmer at a Time
Twenty-one-year-old Stephanie Winters spent a recent
Saturday night with a very different worry than most
college-aged women, reported the Powell Tribune this
summer. “How am I going to build a fence?!” Winters
agonized. “My back’s going to be gone!”
A student in rangeland resource management and soil
science at Humboldt State in California, Stephanie spent
three months in Wyoming this summer as part of the
Conservancy’s Rangeland Institute.

On our Heart Mountain Ranch Preserve near Powell,
Stephanie “spent her days studying vegetation, herding
cattle, learning about irrigation and yes, building
fences,” reported the Powell Tribune.

Now in its fifth year, the Conservancy’s Rangeland
Institute continues to shape tomorrow’s land
stewards to one day tackle our ever-complex
conservation challenges.

In all, three interns participated in the Rangeland
Institute Program this summer on our Red Canyon
Ranch and Heart Mountain Ranch Preserve. Hailing
from different universities, the students attended
rangeland education programs and tours, and
conducted on-the-ground research projects on
rangeland health.

After his experience this summer, University of
Wyoming student Nate Brown feels ready. “I believe
my time at Red Canyon Ranch has developed me
into a well-grounded person who wants to be a
cow-calf producer in Wyoming and who also has
a focus on conservation practices while being
profitable and sustainable.”

And since wildlife don’t follow property lines,
the fact that the Double A and 3 Bar X ranches
connect to a network of 14,000 acres of
working ranchland already under conservation
easements, and more than 500,000 public acres,
is an added gain.
“Finding a conservation buyer for the Double
A Ranch will fit the last piece into place in this
amazing conservation story,” says Erickson
Quiroz. “When we talk about leaving a legacy,
this is what it’s all about.”

This page Preserving open space on the Lander Front © Lindsay D’Addato
Double A Ranch © Lindsay D’Addato Inset Rangeland Institute interns © TNC
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Headwaters

Science and
Policy Leadership

B ringing C ritical Attention and F u nding to W yoming’s W etlands

Want Science? We Got It!
With your support, the
Conservancy made strides in
2012 to establish conservation
policies and practices that are
guided by science and seek to
conserve Wyoming’s natural
diversity while supporting
sustainable communities
and economic growth.

Wyoming may be an arid state, but Lindsey Washkoviak found plenty of water this summer. Working knee-deep in
wetlands, she was constantly on guard for trampling moose but more often encountered frogs and an occasional toad.
This summer research was part of a much broader
effort that the Conservancy is helping lead to
draw more attention—and funding—to our
state’s wetlands. And it’s working on both fronts.

Washkoviak and fellow University
of Wyoming field researcher Adam Skadsen
spent three months in the Upper Green River
Basin, traversing from the Fontenelle Dam all
the way to the Wind River Mountains. Their
mission: gather as much data as possible on the
basin’s wetlands. During their long field days
(and long nights, depending on the bugs), they
took careful inventory of individual wetlands,
assessing vegetation and nearby land use,
digging soil pits, and taking water samples.

In 2010, the Conservancy led a collaborative
effort to conduct a first-ever analysis of
Wyoming wetlands, resulting in a report that
prioritized nine critical sites across the state.
Then, a year later, the effort received a boost
with a $98,000 EPA grant to send a field crew
to inventory Upper Green River Basin wetlands
for future protection and restoration efforts.
When more EPA money became available this
year to inventory the report’s Laramie Plains
and Goshen Hole sites, the Conservancy and
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department
applied and received a $280,000 grant to
move forward.
And the momentum doesn’t stop there, says
Holly Copeland, the Conservancy’s spatial

ecologist in Wyoming, who was at the
forefront of the first report and subsequent
conservation work.
Five of the nine sites Copeland helped prioritize
have already shown up in a highly respected
wetlands assessment of the entire North
American region. And she believes there’s even
more to come in the form of federal grants now
that Wyoming wetlands have more visibility.
“We’ve helped jumpstart the first large-scale
baseline monitoring effort of wetlands in
Wyoming,” says Copeland, “and the more we
learn about the values of our wetlands, and
document what needs to be done in terms of
restoration and protection, the more likely we
will be to succeed in conserving them.”
For Wyoming’s often under-appreciated
wetlands, all of this attention will lead to
healthier water, ultimately feeding back into our
economy, our wildlife and our very well being.

| Visit nature.org/wyscience to meet our science team and find links to published scientific studies, special reports and more. |
Wyoming wetlands © Scott Copeland
Science at work © Amy Pocewicz/TNC
Inset Wind turbines © Paula Hunker/TNC

Some highlights:
• What’s the Risk? We are partnering with the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department to assess
how vulnerable wildlife and lands identified in
Wyoming’s 2010 State Wildlife Action Plan are to
climate change, invasive species, disease, and
energy and residential development.
• At the Core Our science team conducted a
research study on the effectiveness of conservation
easements and the state’s core area policy for
conserving sage-grouse in Wyoming. The research
will help target easement locations for optimal
sage-grouse protection.
• Mapping Migration Migratory birds face potential
risks from new wind energy developments, but
maps showing places important for bird migration
have been nonexistent. In partnership with the
Wyoming Natural Diversity Database, our science
team developed models to map concentration areas
for four groups of migratory birds across Wyoming
and identified which groups may face the most risk
from wind development. These maps will help guide
conservation efforts for migratory birds and fill a
critical data gap for companies and agencies working
to locate new wind developments.

This page
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Grasslands

Col. Gibson “Sloan”
Peterson

Ranchers and Conservationists Team Up for Future of Wyoming’s Rangelands

R enowned Taxidermist Makes
Lasting G ift to Conservation

As a sheep rancher who has spent more than 50 years on the vast Wyoming range, Jim Magagna now spends a good
bit of his time on the hill—Capitol Hill, that is, where he’s working hard to protect the very landscape that sustains
the state’s ranching way of life. As executive vice president of the Wyoming Stock Growers Association, Jim has
been working on behalf of the livestock industry for the past 15 years. Recently, he teamed up with other interested
groups, including the Conservancy, in hopes of getting support from Washington.
What is the Western Agriculture and

Conservation Coalition, and what are
its goals?

The Coalition was formed last year with the
initial goal of working together to support the
conservation title of the Farm Bill. We shared
a common interest in some of the programs
that provide funds directly to ranchers to carry
out conservation work, so it seemed like a good
starting point to begin working together.

people sometimes forget is that ranchers are also
interested in successful conservation. I’ve spent
my career as a sheep rancher and I can tell you
that, as a rancher, your future depends on the
conservation of natural resources.

We realized that, individually, our priorities were
not all the same, but that there were a number
of programs that we all could support. As a
result, collectively, we could together advocate
for the conservation title of the Farm Bill. And,
importantly, I think that has opened the door to
the potential for collaboration on other projects.

The value of this particular Coalition is that
it brings together the concept that both
conservation and agriculture are about wise use
of the land. Conservation doesn’t always have to
mean fencing off the land and keeping people
and livestock off of it. In our case, we want to
use the land in a way that both protects and
enhances the resource—which also enhances
the productivity of the land for agriculture.
This Coalition bridges a gap that has, at times,
existed between the groups. It also brings a
lot of horsepower to the political table, which
hopefully increases our chances for success.

What is the value of working with
conservation interests on agricultural policy?

What is your personal hope for the future
of Wyoming’s rangelands?

In agriculture, we often work in collaboration
with other industry groups, both agriculture
and other natural resource industries. But what

We face many challenges, not the least of which
is the drought we’ve been experiencing this
past year, but I believe that the opportunity

The 97-year-old naturalist, wildlife
Col. Gibson “Sloan” filmmaker and leader in the field of
Peterson © Courtesy modern taxidermy died peacefully at
Peterson Archives

his home on July 24. He left the ranch
he and his late wife acquired in 1949 to the Conservancy
as part of his estate plan.

to make these lands more productive—for
both agriculture and wildlife—is greater than
it’s ever been. For one thing, we have range
science to bring to the table that we haven’t
had in the past, and that enables us to do more.
We also have a better understanding of the
relationship between agricultural production
and conservation, and there’s still undiscovered
opportunity in that middle ground.

Col. Peterson first came to Wyoming in 1933 as an
18-year-old. He entered active duty in the U.S. Army in
1939 as a Second Lieutenant in the Seventh Cavalry
Regiment of First Cavalry Division, participating in five
major campaigns in Europe, including the D-Day
invasion in France.
After World War II, Col. Peterson served as Military
Governor in Germany before relocating to Casper. He
met his wife, Ida Jarrad, when he was a Calvary officer
and she was a member of the Boots and Spurs Club.

Members of the Western Agriculture and Conservation
Coalition include representatives from:
Arizona Public Lands Council
California Farm Bureau Federation
Trout Unlimited
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
The Nature Conservancy
Environmental Defense Fund
Family Farm Alliance
Public Lands Council
Irrigation Association

Opposite page
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An acclaimed taxidermist, Col. Gibson
“Sloan” Peterson, has preserved nature
of another kind—his 2,000-acre ranch
east of Casper, Wyoming.

Jim Magagna © Courtesy Jim Magagna
Wyoming grasslands © William Sutton

Inset

“Conservation doesn’t always have to
mean fencing off the land and keeping
people and livestock off of it.”

Ida was a wildlife photographer and Col. Peterson had a
long and distinguished career in taxidermy that would
bring serious big game hunters to his renowned studios
in Wyoming.
Throughout his life, Col. Peterson remained steadfast in
his quiet commitment to preserve the natural world. “I
don’t need publicity,” said the Colonel about leaving his
ranch to the Conservancy. “I’m just happy to know that
wildlife have a home.”
Want to learn how you can leave your legacy to
conservation? Contact Rita Faruki, philanthropy
coordinator, at rfaruki@tnc.org or 307-332-2971.
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2012 Highlights
For the Love of Nature

Preserve Notes

Volunteer Day

Heart Mountain Ranch Preserve

A crew of Conservancy volunteers armed
with wire cutters and chain saws removed
a rusting old fence in a matter of hours on
the LU Ranch in northwest Wyoming, part
of an ongoing effort to improve livestock
operations and wildlife habitat.

It’s been a busy year at Heart Mountain Ranch Preserve,
with a well-attended community hike in June (despite
the bad weather), a Crow Pipe Ceremony held on the
mountain’s eastern flank, and the grand opening of the
Trailhead Interpretive Cabin (see sidebar). Research
projects on the preserve included owl banding and a
fencing project to benefit the preserve’s resident elk herd.

Butterfly Blitz

Fence repair on the
LU Ranch © Katherine
Thompson/TNC
Right Antelope Dash
© Randy Craft/TNC

| Don’t be the last to know. Follow us in the news at nature.org/wyoming/news |
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The new cabin offers information about Heart
Mountain’s geology, cultural significance and
ecology—and a place to launch your 7-mile
round-trip hike to the mountain’s summit.
Installed in cooperation with the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center, the cabin includes a scale
model of the mountain, interpretive panels,
and photography from yesteryear and today.
The Conservancy also worked with Cody High
School woodworking students and local Boy
Scouts to construct and install some of the
cabin’s new directional and informational signs.

Education and exploration come together on Tensleep
Preserve. Each year, the preserve serves as a research
facility for universities, agencies and community groups
studying everything from weed science to sagebrush.
It’s also a place for local camp programs, youth corps
and schools to connect with nature. One highlight this
year: hosting the Wyoming Resource Education Days in
cooperation with conservation districts and the NRCS to
conduct a plant identification contest and soil study.

Team Nature

Top

On August 18, Conservancy staff, trustees and
community members gathered to celebrate the
opening of the new Trailhead Interpretive Cabin
at the base of Heart Mountain.

Tensleep Preserve

Catching a butterfly isn’t easy, but it’s a
worthwhile effort for volunteers who help
the Conservancy in our annual butterfly
count on Red Canyon Ranch, part of a
national effort to track and monitor butterfly
populations. This year, volunteers and
staff counted more than 248 butterflies,
the highest ever for this effort.
Ready, set, go! For the third year in a
row, Conservancy supporters gathered
at Curt Gowdy State Park between
Cheyenne and Casper for the Antelope
Dash, a 4- or 8-mile trail run/walk
that raised more than $3,000 for the
Conservancy’s work in Wyoming.

Heart Mountain Trailhead Interpretive
Cabin Opens

Red Canyon & Winchester Ranches
Top

Crow Pipe Ceremony
© Kathy Lichtendahl
Right Bird banding
© Carrie Peters/TNC

The Red Canyon and Winchester ranches continue to
be places where the Conservancy does more than just
sustainably raise livestock. From stewardship projects to
public recreation and education, the ranches are working
resources for conservation. Ongoing projects include
a multi-year study looking at rotational grazing impacts
on native bee populations at Red Canyon Ranch, and
the renovation of 100 acres of hay land and 30 acres of
knapweed-infested ground at the Winchester Ranch.

Eagle Scout
sign project
© Sonya Murphy
Right Trailhead
Interpretive
Cabin © TNC
Top

Originally built in 1884 as a small, four-room
cabin near the Corbett Bridge north of Cody,
the trailhead cabin was slated for demolition
when Conservancy supporters Anne Young and
Jim Nielson stepped in to save it. Young devoted
years of work and patience to create a place
she hopes the entire community can enjoy.
“There’s so much that is magic about this
mountain. It’s a wonderful spot,” Young told the
Billings Gazette on the day of the opening.
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Thank Yo u F or Yo u r S u pport
The following donors made gifts/pledges to the Wyoming program or live in Wyoming and made gifts/pledges to other Conservancy programs between
July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012.
Conservation Easement
Donors
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Dick
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Walter
$1,000,000 +
Anonymous (2)
Nancy-Carroll Draper Foundation
$100,000 - $999,999
Anonymous (1)
Estate of Carolle Barber
Knobloch Family Foundation
David & Alexia Leuschen The David M. Leuschen
Foundation
LOR Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Winsor
$10,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (4)
Elizabeth P. Allen
Alice & Michael Arlen Arlen Charitable Trust
William & Terri Baas
Robert & Carol Berry - Wolf Creek
Charitable Foundation
Mr. Daniele Bodini
Frank* & Helen Bonsal in memory
of Thomas Stroock
Joseph* & Shannon Brady
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Brenninkmeyer
Rick & Ann Bresnahan
David* & Lisa Carlin
Dr. & Mrs. Stebbins Chandor
Fran & Ron Chilcote - Foundation
for Sustainability and Innovation
Mr. & Mrs. Barron* Collier, II Wyoming Philanthropic Trust
Community Foundation of
Jackson Hole
Deborah de la Reguera*
Mary Anne* & William Dingus
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Duncan, Jr.

Earth Share
Mark* & Jennie Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Granville
Ralph & Louise Haberfeld
C. P. Johnson Family
Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Hoyle “Bronco” Jones
Mayer & Morris Kaplan
Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Howard S. Kirshner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lansing
Ken Lay*
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Long
David & Deborah* MacKenzie
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Mairose
Mr. Forrest E. Mars, Jr.
Keith & Isabelle McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mackey Midpac Auto Center
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Morsman
Linda* & Reid Murchison III
Mr. James E. Nielson
Judy* & Donald Opatrny
Gil* & Marge Ordway
Anne Pendergast*
Lollie Benz Plank*
Dr. & Mrs. Austin Platt
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt, Jr.
Charles & Mary Rumsey
S.K. Johnston Family Fund Wyoming Community
Foundation
Homer & Mildred
Scott Foundation
Edgar A. & Marian E. Smith
Soka’piiwa Foundation
Mrs. Harriet Spencer
Peter Thieriot
Summerfield & Gillian Johnston Tucker Foundation
Mrs. Mary W. Vaughan
Volpi - Cupal Family Fund in honor
of Mr. Michelangelo Volpi
Mr. & Mrs. George White, Jr.
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Mr. & Mrs. Richard Whiting
Wiancko Charitable Foundation
Wyoming Governor’s Big Game
License Coalition/Wyoming
Wildlife -The Foundation
Anne N. Young*
$1,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (7)
Anonymous - in memory of
Peter Absolon
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Allen
Nancy Brizuela - Antelope Dash
Paul Asper & Nancy Weidman
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Baldwin
James & Lynne Bama
Dr. Janice D. Barry
Ms. Lesley Bartlett
Andreas Bednarski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bennett
Birdsong Family Foundation
Peter Boerma
Ms. Gay Bolln - Bolln Mineral Trust
Joanne Bowlby
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Boyd
Mrs. Dorothy G. Browne
Thomas Brundage
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Otis Carney
Elaine & John* Carney
Ms. Barbara T. Cochran
F.J. & Ann Cornwell, Jr. Antler Foundation
Mr. George H. Coughlin II
Ms. Kathy Dalton
Richard* & Tami Davis Tandem Productions
Steve & Roberta Denning
Mr. Raymond J. Destefano
Mr. & Mrs. Phillippe d’Hemery
The Doug and Michele Dillard
Charitable Fund
The Dixon Water Foundation
Daniel Doak* & Alexandra Rose
Dr. & Mrs. David Doll

Opposite Page Left Bighorn

Mr. & Mrs. James Duffy
Michael Evans
Rowena Finegan
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Fortuna
Foundation for Community Vitality
Mr. & Mrs. David Geis
Mr. Bob Giurgevich
Charles R. Godchaux
Duncan & Pam Goldie-Morrison
Frank* & Elizabeth Goodyear, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Grace
Molly* & Bruce Hampton
The Hart Family Clarks Fork Foundation
Mr. Donald R. Hinton
A.C. & Penney Hubbard
Foundation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hughes
Paula* & George Hunker
Robert* & Laurence Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Keith, Jr.
Ms. Amy T. Kenworthy
Robert S. & Grayce B.
Kerr Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kirk
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Klotz, M.D.
Dennis* & Judy Knight
Carl & Emily Knobloch
Mr. & Mrs. James Lawrence
Lightner Sams Foundation
of Wyoming
Mr. & Mrs. David Loevner
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Love
Mr. Paul Lowham
Mayo* & Susan Lykes
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Madsen
James Maley
Mr. Roy Martin
Aspen Business
Center Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McGuire
Mr. & Mrs. William McKinley
Josh McLaglen & Lisa
Becker McLaglen

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Mohrmann J.A. Woollam Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Montgomery
Mule Deer Foundation
Ms. Ester J. Murray
George D. & Abby M. O’Neill
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Orbin
Jim & Dee Oudin
Rick* & Cynthia Pallister
Leigh & Annie Perkins Perkins Charitable Foundation
Andrea Erickson Quiroz* &
Joe Quiroz
Mr. & Mrs. Bayard Rea
Kathleen & Keith Rittle
Stephen & Lisa Robertson
Eleanor R. Rowland Trust
Mr. William Rudd
Michael Sarvey
James & Christine Scott
Mrs. Corlene H. Cathcart Seven C Foundation
Charles & Barbara Smith
Daniel M. Smith
Mrs. Joan Sowada
Robert & Barbara Spengler
Marilyn Sprinkle
Margueritte Stevens
Adair* & Arnold Stifel
Mr. & Mrs. Howard F. Stirn
Mr. Robert E. Strawbridge III
Mr. Robert D. Stuart, Jr. in memory
of Deborah W. Mackenzie
Michelle Sullivan & Brian Kuehl*
Mrs. Naoma Tate
Margaret J. Taylor*
Jerry Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Tobi
Ms. Jane Trimmer
Senator Fred Whiting*
Page* & Pearre Williams
David* & Susan Work
Yonder Star

New Legacy Club
Members
Anonymous (5)
Cathy & Daniel Aldrich
Bryce Born
Sarah Coletta
David & Deborah* MacKenzie
Collaboration Is Key
Audubon Wyoming
Beckton Stock Farm
BP American Production Company
Buffalo Bill Historical Center
City of Cheyenne
City of Laramie
Cody Parks, Recreation and
Public Facilities Department
The Conservation Fund
Cottonwood Creek/Grass
Creek Coordinated Resource
Management Group
Cottonwood /Grass Creek Water
Improvement District
Draper Museum
Ducks Unlimited
E & B Ranch
Environmental Defense Fund
Family Farm Alliance
Fremont County Weed and Pest
Heart Mountain
Wyoming Foundation
Hillberry Ranches
Hot Springs Conservation District
Hot Springs County
Weed and Pest
Intermountain West
Joint Venture KC
Jackson Hole Land Trust
Johnson Resource LLC
Lake Desmet
Conservation District
Land Steward Services
Laramie Rivers
Conservation District

sheep © Russ Schnitzer Right Deborah MacKenzie with one of her grandchildren © MacKenzie Family

Little Snake River
Conservation District
LU Ranch
Marathon Oil
Meadowlark Audubon Society
Medicine Bow
Conservation District
Meeteetse Conservation District
Minnesota State University
National Museum of Wildlife Art
in Jackson
Padlock Ranch
Park County Weed & Pest
Popo Agie Conservation District
Sonoran Institute
Sheridan College
Sheridan County Land Trust
State Engineers Office
Sublette County
Conservation District
Teton Science School
Thunder Basin Prairie
Ecosystem Association
Trout Unlimited
University of Montana

University of Wyoming
University of Wyoming Cooperative Extension
University of Wyoming Ruckelshaus Institute
US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service
US Department of Agriculture United States Forest Service
US Department of Interior Bureau of Land Management
US Department of Interior Fish & Wildlife Service’s Partners
for Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Protection Agency
US Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service
Washakie Conservation District
Washakie County Weed and Pest
Wyoming Association of
Conservation Districts
Wyoming Association of
Professional Archeologists
Wyoming Business Council

Wyoming Conservation Corps
Wyoming Department of Agriculture
Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality
Wyoming Game and
Fish Department
Wyoming Land Trust
Wyoming Native Plant Society
Wyoming Natural Diversity Database
Wyoming State Forestry Division
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Wyoming Stock Growers
Agricultural Land Trust
Wyoming Wildlife and Natural
Resources Trust Fund
And thank you to 1,800 supporters
who also contributed amounts up
to $999.
*Wyoming board member, emeritus
board member or staff member.

We have made every attempt to make certain that this information is correct, and we apologize for any unseen errors.
Please contact Sara Deur, major gifts officer, at sdeur@tnc.org if you note any inaccuracies.

Deborah MacKenzie
Remembering Our Friend
in Conservation
Longtime Conservancy supporter and trustee Deborah MacKenzie passed away
in May, leaving behind a conservation legacy that’s preserving Wyoming’s open
spaces and wildlife heritage.
In 1989, she was one of the first to contribute to a start-up fund that built the
Conservancy chapter in Wyoming. Her support continued, with critical donations
to our Sweetwater Preserve, Red Canyon Ranch, and Greater Yellowstone Program
for Wyoming, Idaho and Montana.
More recently, Deborah’s conservation interest focused on finding new ways
to engage the public in conservation problems. She and her husband, David,
helped us highlight the critical issues facing this part of the world by funding
“Out of Yellowstone,” a documentary highlighting the voices of ranchers, scientists
and conservationists working together to save the Greater Yellowstone’s
magnificent wildlife.

The mission of
The Nature
Conservancy is
to conserve
the lands and
waters on which
all life depends.

It’s a story Deborah knew well. For more than 30 years the MacKenzie family has
owned Red Rock Ranch in Wyoming’s Gros Ventre Mountains. The working dude
ranch was homesteaded in the 1890s and provided a place where Deborah’s four
children and 11 grandchildren could soak in her passion for nature.
“I’ll always be touched by Deborah’s optimism for Wyoming’s future,” says Andrea
Erickson Quiroz, the Conservancy’s Wyoming state director. “She seemed to often
be a step ahead, with a vision of what comes next. And she committed her time
and resources to make things happen. That’s a big part of her legacy that we will
carry forward here at the Conservancy.”
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By The Numbers
Financials (July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012)
The Wyoming Chapter’s FY12 Conservation successes
are reflected in—and supported by—our equally strong
financial performance.
A Few Highlights:

FY12, the Wyoming Chapter received $3,714,000 in cash contributions,
• Iasn well
as $763,000 in grants and contract payments from government
agencies. This represents a 33% increase in private contributions over
FY11. Government grants are lower in FY12 due to project closings late in
the fiscal year that were reimbursed in FY13.
he Wyoming Chapter was also proud to raise more than $200,000 of
• Tadditional
funding from foundations and generous individuals that were
specifically designated to global Conservancy programs.

Your Return on Investment
Your individual contributions were matched 1.3:1 this year through our
other revenue sources, including public funds and landowner donations.
This fiscal year, we conserved together with partners approximately
137,000 acres of land and 168 miles of river through conservation
easements, restoration or improved management of lands and waters,
at a cost of roughly $27 (of private contributions) per acre! Without your
gifts and the matching dollars they generate, it would be impossible
to put the boots on the ground to accomplish the projects we do. In
addition to the acres conserved, your contributions support many other
areas of conservation work, such as science, research, policy and
educational internships, represented in this annual report.

FY12 Wyoming
results
(July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012)
Grasslands
106,434 acres
Yellowstone
17,457 acres
Headwaters
5,089 acres of riparian & wetlands
8,499 acres of sagebrush
168 river miles

Historical
to date
Total conservation
easements:166
Rivers: 921 miles legally
protected, 371 miles restored
Total lands: 485,238 acres
legally protected, 264,222 acres
conserved through stewardship
and habitat improvement

We hope this FY12 financial summary illustrates the critical importance
of supporters, like you, who have helped the Conservancy protect
Wyoming’s unique natural legacy for future generations.

The Nature Conservancy’s
Programmatic Efficiency
Based on FY11 audited numbers

he Chapter received over $2,400,000 through gifts of conservation
• Teasements.
This figure represents the total easement value that generous,
conservation-minded families gave to the Conservancy, and brings the
total book value of our land interests to $148M. Conservation easements
comprise the majority of these interests, reflecting the commitment of
Wyoming landowners who have granted 166 conservation easements
to the Conservancy.

General &
Administration
Programs
79%

12%

Fundraising &
Membership
9%

ith over 300,000 acres of private land in Wyoming protected as
• WConservancy
preserves and ranches or through conservation easements
comes a tremendous responsibility. To ensure that we will always be able
to monitor and protect these conservation properties, we have built an
endowment of $10 million. The majority of our endowment contributions
are bequests from generous Conservancy supporters who included the
Wyoming Chapter in their estate plans. These contributions are managed
to generate both income and growth.
This page
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Black-tailed jackrabbit © Angela Henrich, Cody High School
Lupine © Anna Reed, Cody High School
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“Like” the Wyoming Nature Conservancy on Facebook and receive updates on our work!

The Next Generation
in Action
W yo m i n g 2012 Stu d e nt
Ph oto C o nte st
The Conservancy’s “I Believe in
Conservation” Wyoming student photo
competition, now in its fourth year,
continues to provide an opportunity
for the state’s next generation to
showcase their relationships with
Wyoming’s wild and working places.

|W
 atch a slideshow of the winners and finalists at nature.org/wyoming | 

Easternstudent
Africa’sphoto
hirola antelope
Winners and finalists from this year’s
contest
© Kenneth
K. Coe
Left © Angela Henrich, Cody High School; Right © Darienne Oard, Dubois
High School

