
Dear Nature Supporter,
2020 has been a year unlike any other for 

both people and nature. The world has 
been rocked by a global pandemic. The 
United States has been engaged in an 
historic civil rights movement. Deadly 

wildfires ravaged the western United 
States during one of the worst fire seasons 

in history. An intense hurricane season created 
record flooding and storm surge conditions along the Gulf and 
Atlantic coasts. And personally, in the middle of everything, 
I started a new role as the Executive Director for The Nature 
Conservancy in Pennsylvania and Delaware where two states 
have now merged into one chapter to focus on large scale 
conservation outcomes.

What I’ve learned in my first few months on the job is that  
TNC’s mission is more critical than ever. People are turning 
to nature for both physical and emotional well-being in these 
stressful times. Despite the obstacles we have faced so far 
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this year, TNC’s Pennsylvania/Delaware chapter has many 
accomplishments to celebrate. I am proud of the persistence 
that our staff has displayed despite the challenging conditions. 
This year has taught us the value of being adaptable and has 
compelled us to focus our efforts to where we will achieve the 
greatest conservation return on investment.

I am confident that with your support, we will continue to  
make progress toward a world where people—all people— 
and nature thrive. 

Thank you.

Lori Brennan  
Executive Director  
for The Nature Conservancy in Pennsylvania and Delaware
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Pennsylvania and Delaware  
Chapters Unite
The programs, staff, and board of the Pennsylvania and  
Delaware chapters of TNC were integrated into a single chapter  
in January 2020. As neighboring states with similar habitats  
and environmental challenges, there are many commonalities  
to leverage as a single chapter. 

Both states are part of the Delaware and Chesapeake Bay water-
sheds, laying the groundwork for shared conservation outcomes  
and strategies. As TNC increasingly works to protect nature at  
landscape-scales, it makes sense to look beyond state boundaries,  
and we’re uniquely positioned to adapt to those needs. Staff and 
Trustees were unanimously supportive of joining programs and 
excited by the opportunity to grow the conservation work in each state.

Cove Mountain Preserve Expansion
In September 2020, we announced plans to significantly expand 
our Cove Mountain Preserve in central Pennsylvania, which will 
create a 14-mile stretch of protected land along the Kittatinny 
Ridge. This purchase will expand the size of the preserve from 353 
to 1,411 acres and will connect the preserve to Pennsylvania state 
game lands. As climate change pushes temperatures higher and alters 
weather patterns, corridors of protected land like the Kittatinny Ridge 
will become essential highways for plant and animal species that need 
to migrate northward or to higher elevations.

“The Nature Conservancy has been given a once-in-a-lifetime  
opportunity to protect a critical piece of property along the Kittatinny 
Ridge and help ensure these forests will remain connected and 
healthy into the future,” said Executive Director Lori Brennan.

Supporting the Next  
Generation of Conservationists 
This past summer, Charlye Stewart served as the Alliance 
for Watershed Education (AWE) Fellow for TNC and First 
State National Historical Park in Wilmington, DE. She 
was one of 23 Fellows working with AWE–a collection of 
educational centers that share a mission to collectively 
increase and enhance appreciation, knowledge, and 
stewardship of the Delaware River watershed. Charlye is a 
senior at the University of Delaware where she is majoring in 
Wildlife Conservation with a minor in Integrated Design.

Charlye met with residents of downtown Wilmington, 
including local high school students, to share informa-
tion about recreational opportunities in local parks in 
the Brandywine Creek watershed. Her outreach efforts 
have led to a greater awareness of the need to protect the 
natural resources in our communities. 

TO HELP SUPPORT the purchase of the Cove Mountain 
 expansion by 12/31/2020, please contact Donna Bowers at 
dbowers@tnc.org or 717-232-6001 x205.
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Historic Legislation Passed
We can all celebrate the passage of the Great American Outdoors Act 
(GAOA) signed into law in August. The bill was widely supported by both 
parties in Congress, proving that conservation remains a shared American 
value even in a time of much division. The GAOA will fully fund the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund and restore national parks by helping address 
the backlog of maintenance needs. 

Sustainable Rivers Project
Framing the western boundary of the Allegheny National Forest, the wild 
and scenic Allegheny River hosts some of the most diverse fish and mussel 
populations in the state. Yet in its headwaters is one of the largest U.S. 
dams east of the Mississippi. The Kinzua Dam, owned and operated by the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, is located nearly 200 river miles 
North of Pittsburgh. The dam was built to reduced flood risk, improve water 
quality and generate energy for downstream communities. Through the 
Sustainable Rivers Program, The Nature Conservancy and the Pittsburgh 
District of the Army Corps are working to meet the needs of our communities 
while also ensuring the river gets the water it needs. 

The newly merged Pennsylvania and 
Delaware chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy is leading large-scale  
conservation programs that require 
working across borders, sectors and 
political aisles. 

We work on the ground to deliver large-
scale conservation projects that have the 
greatest outcomes for people and nature. 
Science is at the core of everything we 
do—we constantly learn and adapt to 
yield the greatest conservation returns. 
Yet our actions alone are not enough.  
We leverage policy, outreach and  
partnerships to have an outsized impact. 

Speaking of partnerships, TNC is a 
lead organizer of the Kittatinny Ridge 
Partnership, a coalition of NGOs,  
county, state and federal partners, local 
conservation groups, education partners 
and local recreation clubs. The coalition 
exists to combine resources, set collective 
goals and create a shared vision for a 
rugged and protected Kittatinny Ridge 
corridor for both people and nature. So 
far this year we protected two strategic 
parcels along the Ridge: A 232-acre 
property in Franklin Co. was protected 
in April, filling a gap in publicly owned 
lands, and an additional 127-acre parcel 
in Schuylkill Co., which was protected  
in June.
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OUR MISSION:
TO CONSERVE THE LANDS  
AND WATERS ON WHICH  
A L L  L I F E  D E P E N D S .

Fall colors at Thomas Darling Preserve, PA at Twomile Run © Nicholas A Tonelli
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“In a world where it is easy to feel powerless to address the challenges 
facing the environment, our simple contribution to support the 
collective talent at TNC allows us to share in the accomplishments of 
that collective . . . and to feel a little less powerless.” 

—Bonnie McMahon 
Bonnie and Joseph have been loyal members since 1988


