










�l�x�¨�É�‚ Governor Polis and convening partners celebrate the release of Colorado’s Outdoors Strategy at the Partners in  
the Outdoors Conference. © TNC; TNC Colorado trustees and staff attend TNC’s Advocacy Day in Washington D.C. © TNC

Policy Progress Amid a Shifting Landscape
Field trips, Capitol Hill meetings, working 
lunches and other forms of good old-fashioned 
relationship building—these are the tools The Nature 
Conservancy’s government relations team uses 
to advocate for legislation, programs and funding 
that support our conservation mission. Armed with 
science, a proven track record, and a non-partisan 
solution-oriented approach, TNC has helped to usher 
in several landmark federal policy wins. Recent wins 
include the Great American Outdoors Act—a law 
that invests in preserving America’s public lands—as 
well as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, 
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But today, those hard-won victories are facing 
existential challenges. In this shifting landscape, we 
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ever to ensure conservation progress continues. 

In May, TNC Colorado’s government relations team 
and partners scored a major state legislative win with 
the passage of House Bill 25-1292, which promotes 
the development of electric transmission lines along 
existing highways. This new law will minimize impacts 
to nature, expand opportunities to build critical 

transmission lines, and ensure local communities 
are part of the planning process. Aligned with Senate 
Bill 24-212, which provides renewable energy siting 
guidance and resources to local governments and 
energy developers, Colorado is advancing renewable 
energy development while safeguarding nature and 
community interests.

To address our state’s ongoing need to improve 
forest health, TNC Colorado and partners 
championed Senate Bill 25-007, which establishes 
a Prescribed Fire Liability Claims Fund. This Fund 
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including local landowners, who conduct responsible, 
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neighboring landowners, helping build trust and 
capacity for this essential land management tool. 
After 20 years of on-the-ground implementation 
backed by science, we know prescribed burns are  
one of the most effective strategies to improve  
forest health. 

The TNC Colorado team was also a key partner in the 
creation and launch of Colorado’s Outdoors Strategy, 

a collaborative vision uniting public and private 
partners and stakeholders to advance conservation, 
outdoor recreation and climate resilience across the 
state. Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) and Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) announced a $50M fund to 
kick off the implementation of this vision. “By working 
together with state agencies and partners, we can 
ensure recreation and nature can thrive together,” 
says TNC Colorado State Director Carlos Fernández.

A Victory for Public Lands, Thanks to You!  
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public lands in the United States by defeating 
several proposals in Congress to sell off public 
lands. TNC supporters sent 100,000 messages 
to federal lawmakers and our trustees and staff 
told their members of Congress to keep public 
lands in public hands. While we’re excited about 
this win, we are ready to continue to support 
and protect our public lands as we know there 
are more threats looming, including proposals 
to slash funding for essential programs that 
help maintain and restore these special places.
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