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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

There's a challenging juxtaposition in conservation:
everything is urgent, and everything takes time.

The Nature Conservancy's 2030 Goals are driven
by urgency. We MUST tackle climate change and
address the biodiversity crisis in our world. This
is a deciding decade for nature. We all feel that
there's absolutely no time to lose.

Yet, most of our work takes time. It is oft-repeated wisdom around here
that conservation moves at the speed of trust.

For example, in this last year we have celebrated:

« the return of 270 bison in collaboration with the InterTribal Buffalo
Council and the Tanka Fund. This brings the total number to 1,106 animals
transferred from the Niobrara Valley Preserve to Indigenous hands. The
success of these partnerships stems from a foundation of mutual trust.

- the final enrollment class of the Nebraska Soil Carbon Project, which
brings our program total to 100 farmers on 35,000 acres. We got there
with the support of the Central Platte and Upper Big Blue Natural
Resources Districts, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
Cargill, McDonalds and Target. Farmers enrolled in cost-share programs
for adoption of soil health practices including adoption of cover crops,
reduction of tillage, and/or diversifying crop rotation. Again, trust and
time were the key ingredients for bringing so many stakeholders and
farmers to the same kitchen tables.

« the creation of 63 ranch plans impacting 127,620 acres in the eastern
Sandhills. We talked to ranch families about how to ‘keep grass in grass’
rather than converting prairie to cropland, protecting habitat, preserving
soil carbon, and slowing further chemical application. We worked with 17
families on prescribed fire. These are deeply personal decisions, and we
don't take that trust lightly.

Not one of those projects was quick or easy, but they mattered — not just in
Nebraska, but as pieces of a network of connected contributions of not only
local partners but TNC colleagues and partners worldwide.

This is not just about our work with landowners. We know, too, that urgency
is felt by our field staff, as they work relentlessly to stay ahead of invasive
species and deploy fire and grazing techniques at the Niobrara Valley
Preserve and Platte River Prairies. These special places are havens for
wildlife and for people because they have committed their careers to them.

| do not pretend that The Nature Conservancy has discovered the perfect
way to balance urgent needs with deliberate work. | do know one thing: loyal
and generous members like you make it possible for us to address the most
pressing challenges with patient, intentional progress.

Please enjoy the stories in this annual report, and know that your support
is working in fast, slow, and thoughtful ways in our beautiful state.

Warm regards,

John Cougher



NEW FACES OF CONSERVATION

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY CELEBRATES THE ELECTION OF NEW 2025 TRUSTEES

Ennis Anderson IV, Omaha, is the CEO
of Lauritzens Garden in Omaha, a
100-acre urban oasis garden. He
came to Lauritzen from the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden, where he
served as Senior Vice President of
Operations & Guest Services of the
newly merged Botanical Research
Institute of Texas (BRIT) and the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden. Before the transition, he was Chief
Financial Officer for the Fort Worth Botanic Garden.

Prior to that, Ennis held several senior-level management
positions within hotel management in his 15-year tenure,
including General Manager, Director of Operations, Director
of Guest Services, and Director of Food and Beverage. During
those fifteen years, he oversaw budgets of up to $44 million,
managed renovation of over $10 million, and opened several
hotels from the ground up.

Ennis was awarded a White House Communications Agency
Certificate of Appreciation for his coordination and logistical
planning of several presidential visits.

He is serving on the American Public Garden Associations
Executive Board as the Vice President (formerly the
treasurer), and has served on the City of Fort Worth's Diversity
and Inclusion Board. Ennis earned a Bachelor of Arts in
History from Baylor University. He enjoys watching all sports
and spending time with his wife and three daughters.

Julie Liddy, Valentine, was raised on

the family ranch, which has been
passed down from generation to
generation since 1874. She has
been involved in all aspects of
its operation.

Julie graduated from Chadron State
College with a Range Management
degree with three livestock options and minor
in Ag Business. After college, she worked for 10 years at First
National Bank (which became Security 1st Bank) in Ag Loans.

Once back to her stomping grounds of Valentine, Julie joined
many activities and ran numerous committees, from 4-H
Council, Relay for Life, and the local theater group where she
met her husband, Jim. They have very active 12-year-old boys
in the sixth grade. Brantley and Ryker spend the summer
chasing cattle, fencing, operating hay equipment and working
at 4-H concession stands.

When the twins were born Julie went from the banking world
to the childcare world, eventually with a full-time employee, a
half-time employee, and herself with a roster of 20 kids that

would flow in and out of the daycare in a day. Julie still
provides after-school care for the children of the community.

When Arabia Ranch lost its manager, Jim stepped into the
role. During this time, Julie took on the record keeping, feed
ration formulas and grain orders, employee issues, work with
the take-in cattle owners, and among other things, figured out
a current cost per cow for the ranch and worked with all the
lease contracts.

Julie is looking forward to this new adventure with The Nature
Conservancy. “With my various interests and experience, |
believe that | can provide a general ranch perspective,” she said.

Rachel Lookadoo, JD, Omaha, is
an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Environmental,
Agricultural, and Occupational
Health at the College of Public
Health at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center. She
serves as the Director of Public
Health Policy for the Water, Climate, and
Health program at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.

Rachel's background is as an attorney, and her research
focuses on the various legal and regulatory issues that can
arise in emergency preparedness and response. In addition
to general legal preparedness, she specializes in crisis
standards of care, healthcare surge events, isolation/
quarantine law, infectious disease response, and public
health impacts of climate change and extreme

climate events.

One of the primary aims of Rachel's work is to translate
preparedness and climate policy and research findings into
practical tools and education for healthcare workers, public
health practitioners, and the broader community. One of her
proudest professional accomplishments was co-authoring
the first comprehensive drought and health assessment in
the United States, along with corresponding messaging
guidelines for frontline healthcare workers to use with
patients in drought-stricken communities.

Rachel received her Juris Doctor degree from American
University Washington College of Law and her bachelor’s
degree from Baylor University.

Growing up in entirely urban and suburban environments,
Rachel has long appreciated and valued the beauty and calm
of fresh air and open, natural spaces. She was drawn to serve
on the board of TNC because its mission is well-aligned with
her own beliefs about the importance of clean water and
protected land, and she appreciates the emphasis on
scientifically backed conservation work.
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POLICY TEAM
I: | V E Q U EST | O N S Writer Jill Wells sat down with Katie,
TNC Nebraska's Director of External Affairs
V\/ | T I_l KAT | E TO R PY and Climate Policy to talk about her work
in Nebraska and beyond.

How do you describe your role at TNC?

I'm on point for helping communicate

our conservation priorities and objectives
to policy makers at the state and federal
levels. As a science organization, we often
have solutions to bring to bear - either
through testing hypotheses on our own
preserves or by co-creating strategies with
input from the farmers and ranchers with
whom we often collaborate.

When does TNC get involved in a
policy issue?

Generally, this is a high bar. Our engage-
ment is triggered when it is both germane
to our mission and our voice is uniquely
additive to the deliberation. Our approach
to policy is nonpartisan, grounded in
science, and rooted in the perspective
that nature unites us. Four out of five
Nebraskans think more needs to be done
to protect our lands and waters—this
holds true across political parties.

TNC Division Director Ben Postlewaith, State Director John Cougher, Katie Torpy, Congressman Don
Bacon, TNC Caribbean Trustee and Nebraska resident Dean Hollis, Nebraska Trustee Mike Gloor.

Tell us about a recent issue you've advocated for in the state legislature.

Last session, we helped successfully defend the Nebraska Environmental Trust from
structural changes that would have halved its operating budget; however, this effort
will continue to need public engagement and support. The Trust is funded by Nebraska
Lottery proceeds. In spite of this being a constitutionally mandated competitive grant
agency, it continues to be targeted as a means through which to backfill the everyday
responsibilities of state agencies.

Brigadier General Bob Barnes, TNC U.S.
Government Relations Volunteer, TNC
Caribbean Trustee and Nebraska resident
Dean Hollis, Katie Torpy, Senator Deb Fischer,
TNC Trustee Mike Gloor, and State Director Nebraska played a role in helping get the U.S. Foundation for International Conservation
John Cougher. Act enacted into law. This legislation establishes a groundbreaking fund to support local
communities and Indigenous Peoples in managing protected and conserved areas. FY26
Appropriations permitting, the fund will leverage up to $100 million annually in federal
dollars and incentivize a 2:1 match in private and philanthropic investments to help
address critical challenges, such as biodiversity loss and the degradation of natural
habitats, while contributing to global security and resilience.

What's a federal issue that you'd consider a win this year?

What gives you hope?

R : . : The people with whom we work. Each of us is rooted to place in meaningful, authentic
el N \ ; . BB \vays, and we channel the purpose and intention we find in our home and this landscape
to communal action. We offer clear-eyed, actionable pathways and forge our way with
the tools we have before us.

Congressman Don Bacon and Katie Torpy.
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DOING MOREWITH LESS

TNC STAFF PARTNER WITH FARMERS ON CONSERVATION PRACTICES

The Nature Conservancy has an ambitious set of 2030 goals — which includes a mission
to build sustainable food systems for both people and nature.

The Nebraska row crop team thinks about what this means on the farm... a lot. The team
consists of Jacob Fritton who directs the program and strategy, Nick Arneson leading
on-the-ground relationships with farmers and partners, and Sara Cahill maintaining
operational efficiency.

Together, with partners, the team has led five different projects over the last 12 years,
all designed to support farmers who want to adopt new conservation practices:

The Western Nebraska Irrigation Project (WNIP): In 2014, TNC recruited stakeholders
from Coca-Cola, John Deere, McDonald’s, and the World Wildlife Fund to contribute
resources to launch this project along a 20-mile stretch of the South Platte River Valley
west of Ogallala. Jacob provided training to 11 farmers on how to use soil moisture
probes, pivot telemetry, and weather stations. They learned how to fine-tune irrigation
across their fields, enabling them to reduce pumping by about 20% on 8,000 acres.

The Central Nebraska Irrigation Project (CNIP): Taking lessons learned from WNIP,
CNIP was launched in 2018. It was a collaboration with Nestlé-Purina, Cargill, the Central
Platte Natural Resources District, and 50 producers in Nebraska's Central Platte Valley,
aimed to reduce water use intensity in the beef supply chain. CNIP provided farmers
with a suite of irrigation technology: flowmeters, weather stations, pivot telemetry, and
soil moisture probes. Just as importantly, TNC and the Central Platte NRD provided
technical support, training, and a platform for peer-to-peer information exchange and
mentoring. This project impacted 6,500 acres.

The Upper Big Blue Soil Health Project: This effort leveraged funds from Kellogg's

and the Nebraska Environmental Trust to collaborate with Nebraska Extension and
Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District to expand the program’s portfolio of projects
into the soil health realm. The project enrolled 11 farmers into UNLs on-farm research
network to better understand the effects of interseeding cover crops (the practice of
planting into standing corn at an early stage of development).

Current programs include:

The Nebraska Soil Carbon Project: Launched in 2021, the Nebraska Soil Carbon Project
is a Nature Conservancy-led public/private collaboration with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), the Upper Big Blue and Central Platte Natural Resource
Districts, the Ecosystem Services Market Consortium (ESMC), Cargill, Target and
McDonald's. The goal is to work with 100 Nebraska farmers to understand how adoption
of no-till, diversified rotations, and/or cover crops impacts carbon storage while unlock-
ing opportunities for local farmers through corporate sustainability efforts. Practices
have been implemented on 35,000 acres throughout central Nebraska croplands.

Farming for the Blue River: The Farming for the Blue River project is a partnership
between the Little Blue Natural Resources District (NRD), Lower Big Blue NRD, the

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, and
The Nature Conservancy. The goal of this
project is to co-learn with 30 farmers to
develop nutrient management plans to
reduce nitrogen losses and improve
nitrogen use efficiency across 4,800
acres. Project partners work with farmers
to create a nutrient management planin
line with the plant's nitrogen needs,
provide farmers technical assistance in
adopting precision nutrient management,
and participation in a peer-to-peer
learning network to scale practices
regionally. TNC NE's presence on the
ground working on nitrogen management
with farmers has enabled influence on
state-wide nutrient stewardship policy
providing additional support for farmers
to meet the pressing need of addressing
water quality.

This is “the Why"

“Farmers are among our greatest
conservation allies. We are proud to work
side-by-side with the families who care
for our natural resources, so that as rapid
change comes, there are tested tools

at the ready,” said Jacob.

One of those farmers, Hank McGowan,
was recently recognized with a statewide
Outstanding Soil Conservation Award.
Hank is enrolled in the Nebraska Soil
Carbon Project. “These things will test
your faith,” said McGowan of cover crops
and no-till practices. “It's been working
better than | expected it to. | was told it
would take five years before | saw
improvement, but it's not true. | saw
some benefits immediately.”

"With the price of farm ground being
what it is, topsoil is expensive. Try to
keep it. That's what we're doing,”
said McGowan.

NATURE.ORG/NEBRASKA 4



Snapshots 2024-2025

Ice and frost on a frozen wetland at the Platte River Prairies. Box turtle tracks (probably) at the Niobrara Valley Preserve.
i © Chris Helzer/TNC i © Chris Helzer/TNC

Lark sparrow at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. Lightning and coming rain at the Niobrara Valley Preserve.
i © Chris Helzer/TNC i © Chris Helzer/TNC

=3

Sandhill cranes at sunrise. Sunrise, sunflowers, and bison fence at the Niobrara Valley
¢ © Chris Helzer/TNC © Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC
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SNAPSHOTS

-
Bull frog in wetland at the Platte River Prairies. Hubbard Fellow Kojo Baidoo watching bison at the Niobrara
i © Chris Helzer/TNC i Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC

f
-

r’u’*!“ —

Plains pocket mouse with volunteer Master Naturalist Mike Schrad. Monarch caterpillar on showy milkweed (probably a hybrid
i © Chris Helzer/TNC showy/common milkweed) at the Niobrara Valley Preserve.
¢ © Chris Helzer/TNC

i Variegated meadowhawk (migratory) on a dewy morning at the Yucca with Sumac and smoke from a prescribed fire at the
: Platte River Prairies. © Chris Helzer/TNC : Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC
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BY THE NUMBERS

NEBRASKA
by the Numbers

The Nature Conservancy in Nebraska
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025

$5,726,082

Budget

$331,468

Property Taxes Paid

5,610

Member Households

Dormant flower, seedhead of rosinweed
(Silphium integrifolium). © Chris Helzer/TNC
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Nebraska Chapter Former Trustees

J. Michael Adams, Fremont
Craig Allen, Crete

Harold Andersen*, Omaha
Nancy Andrews, Highland Park, Ml
James Armitage, Omaha
Nancy Armitage*, Omaha
John Batty*, McCook

Cindy Bay, Omaha

Ken Beebe, North Bend

Ann Bleed, Little Rock, AR
Tom Bowen, Lincoln

Tom Bragg, Omaha

Bill Brush, North Loup
Howard Buffett, Decatur, IL
William Cook, Jr., Beatrice
Carol Cope*, Kearney

Vince Corso, Bennington

Ty Cox, North Platte

Sandra Day Cranny, Lincoln
Thomas Creigh, Jr.*, Hastings
F. Joseph Daugherty, Omaha
Mary Daugherty, Omaha
Chuck Davey, Jr., Scottsbluff
Kim (Skutt) Davis, Omaha
Terry Dutton, Omaha

Bill Eckstrom, Lincoln

Judy Eggleston, Cozad

Dave Ernst*, Columbus
James Estes, Burkburnett, TX
Lana Flagtwet*, Lincoln
Gregg Foote, Columbus

Ted Forke*, Lincoln

Bruce Forney, Alliance

Glen Forney, Scottsbluff
Lance Foster*, White Cloud, KS
Rich Fruehling, Grand Island
Richard Gady, Nisswa, MN
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Harold Gifford*, Omaha
Dean Gilg*, Bassett

Jim Goeke, Lincoln

John Gottschalk*, Omaha
Priscilla Grew, Lincoln

Dave Gruendel, Grand Island
John Guenzel*, Lincoln
Robert Gustafson, Valentine
Kurt Haecker, Grand Island
Roy Hahn, Scottsbluff

Dan Hamann, Omaha

Matt Harris, Lincoln

Barbi Hayes, Elkhorn
Dorothy Heckman*, Cairo
James Hewitt*, Lincoln
Richard Holland*, Omaha
Brent Holliday, Scottsbluff
Ralph Holzfaster, Paxton

Ed Hotz, Omaha

Anne Hubbard, Omaha
Vicki Huff, Lincoln

T.R. Hughes*, Crawford
Richard Hunt*, Blair

Phil James*, Fort Collins, CO
John Janovy, Jr, Lincoln
Richard Jaros, Omaha

S. Michael Jensen, Blair
Mary Jessen, Omaha

Clint Jones, Kearney

Pat Jones, Kearney

Pat Jung, Omaha

Bill Kathman, Omaha

J. Michael Keenan, Florence, KY
Jim Keene, Omaha

Robert Kelley, Jr., Scottsbluff
John Kenefick*, Omaha

Timothy R. Kenny, Lincoln

H. Hod Kosman, Scottsbluff
Mike Krause, Omaha
Courtney Kreifels, Omaha
Matt Kreifels, Omaha
Robert Krohn*, Omaha
James G. Kube, Norfolk
Barbara Lamb*, Ainsworth
James Landen, Omaha
Glenn LeDioyt*, Omaha
Deana Liddy, Omaha

Allan Mactier*, Omaha
Jack Maddux*, Wauneta
Mike Mahlendorf*, Blair
Robert Marcotte*, Omaha
John Massey, Scottsbluff
Dick Mauch*, Bassett

Ed May, Omaha

John McCarty, Chassell, MI
Todd McWha, North Platte
Joanne Medlock, Valentine
Louise (Golian) Miller, Vesuvius, VA
Tom Milliken*, Fremont

S. Scott Moore, Omaha

Bill Norris, Lincoln

Chuck Olsen, Norfolk
Owen Palm, Scottsbluff
Gary Parker, Columbus
Ron Parks, Valparaiso
Roric Paulman, Sunderland
Tom Plummer, Lincoln

Bill Quigley, Valentine

Sara Coffee Radil, Omaha
Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha

Rob Ravenscroft, Lincoln
Sue Renken, Stanton

Larry Reynolds, Lexington
Diane Rikkers, Madison, WI

Susan Roberts, Phoenix, AZ
Chuck Sand*, Columbus
Polly Savage, Tekamah
Clint Schafer, North Platte
Julie Schroeder, Waterloo
Ray Schueneman, Omaha
William Scott*, Omaha
Eric Seacrest, North Platte
Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln
Stacy Simon, Omaha
Bruce Smith, Grand Island
Judy Smith, Grand Island
Tom Smith, Lincoln
Dave Solberg, Billings, MT
Ken Staab, Grand Island
Randall Stinnette, Inland
Jim Stuart*, Lincoln
Jim Stubbendieck, Lincoln
Art Thompson, Eagle
Bill Tumblin, Papillion
Robert Turner, Omaha
Mikki Tye, Kearney
D.B. Varner*, Lincoln
Harris Wagenseil*, Ware Neck, VA
Terry Waite, North Platte
Vicki Walker, Omaha
John Webster, Omaha
Pete Wegman,
Lincoln/Seward County
Mark Wiesman, Omaha
Ross Wilcox, Lincoln
S.N.(Bud) Wolbach*, Grand Island
Bruce Wright Lincoln
Charles Wright* Lincoln
Gail Walling Yanney, Omaha
LaReesa Wolfenbarger, Chassell, Ml

*deceased

: Oglala National Grasslands in Sioux County. © Chris Helzer/TNC



YOUR SCIENCE TEAM AT WORK

“This gathering, which set a number
of successful collaborations in motion,
would not have happened without
Lance's encouragement, leadership,
and effort,” said Cobb.

In fact, the Summit sparked the
Nebraska program to add a new position
built on the advice that Lance had

given the chapter - an Indigenous
Partnerships Program Manager.

Cobb, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation
—stepped into that role and has
developed partnerships based on
shared conservation goals and Lance’s
vision for more connected, supported,

4 and stewarded Indigenous lands
in Nebraska and beyond.

When Lance passed away in January,

TNC MOURNS THE LOSS OF TRUSTEE LANCE FOSTER  his loss was deeply felt around the

nation. As Tribal Historic Preservation

Lance first became involved with the Nebraska program during a land transfer Officer since 2013, Lance served as a
from TNC to the lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska. In 2018, he was Vice-Chair leader, mentor, and role model in

of the Tribe, and was instrumental in 444 acres of land in the Rulo Bluffs returning historic preservation on a regional and
to tribal control. At that time, Lance said, “To be somewhere where it's quiet, national level, as well as within his Tribal
that's one of the things | enjoy about being here...and the fact that our ancestors community. He had tremendous

are here. In our private moments we hear them sometimes. We communicate impacts in the fields of language,

with them. You just feel that this place is part of you, and you're part of this place.” sociology, and archeology.

Building on that relationship, Lance agreed to join The Nature Conservancy’s “We are so much better for Lance’s
board. State Director John Cougher asked him how TNC could increase leadership,” said Cougher. “I miss
collaboration with tribal nations as conservation partners. “Lance told me that not just his counsel but his unique

we need to be working together urgently to halt biodiversity loss,” said Cougher. perspective and sense of humor.

""He encouraged us and offered to help us connect with leaders of other local He will never be forgotten.”

Tribal nations.”

Foster suggested convening a gathering of conservation leaders of Nebraska's

Alan Kelley, former executive committee
vice chairman of lowa Tribe of Kansas and

tribal nations. Brandon Cobb (then a Claire M. Hubbard Young Leaders in Nebraska, left and Lance Foster with the Tribal
Conservation Fellow) took this suggestion and held the Nebraska Intertribal Historic Preservation Office walk the land The
Conservation Summit in April of 2023, bringing together the six landholding Nebraska Conservancy transferred to the lowa

Tribes and the Maya community.

GIVE
NEBRASKA

Tribe. © Matt Dixon/The World Herald

THANK YOU
GIVE NEBRASKA DONORS!

The Nature Conservancy is grateful for the support of the workplace givers who donate
through Give Nebraska. Give Nebraska is a federation of nonprofit member agencies,
operating across the state to make our communities a better place for all who live,
work, and visit Nebraska. Learn more at givenebraska.org
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FACES OF CONSERVATION

Bruce Edward
Stephens Prairie

PLATTE RIVER PRAIRIES

NEBRASKA
CHAPTER BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

Simanti Banerjee
St. Louis, MO.

Bill Carle
Bellevue

Bruce Carpenter
Papillion

Jonathan Henning
Lincoln

Alison Cowan
Omaha

Rebecca Gregory
Omaha

Mike Gloor
Grand Island

Sara York Kenny
Eagle

Daniel Klaus
Lincoln

Stacy Laravie
Pierce

Sandy Lehr
Lincoln

David Levy
Omaha

Karen Linder
Omaha

Laura McWha
North Platte

Kim Morrow
Lincoln

Dennis Pate
Omaha

Polina Schlott
Crescent, IA

Ron Schaefer
Omaha

Lee Shell
Omaha

A FAMILY LEGACY

BRUCE EDWARD STEPHENS PRAIRIE
DEDICATED AT PLATTE RIVER PRAIRIES

July 11th was a warm, beautiful day to be in the
prairie, as friends and family gathered near
Wood River to celebrate the naming of the
Bruce Edward Stephens Prairie.

Bruce grew up on a farm — the same farm his
family cared for four generations, over a hundred
years. Bruce's great-great grandfather came
from Wales, taking a covered wagon from Red
Oak, lowa, to Waco, Nebraska in 1874. He recalls
watching the sunset after chores while petting
the dog and listening to the birds and just
enjoying the sights and sounds of nature.

Bruce has been a member of the Conservancy
for many years, and got involved in the 90s as a
volunteer, harvesting and scattering native
seeds at the Platte River Prairies. Now, he has
made a lifetime gift to protect them.

He wanted to do something that would leave a
lasting legacy for his family. Although he has
traveled extensively all over the world helping
with research on various conservation projects,
Bruce still counts the sandhill crane migration
as one of his top nature destinations.
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“The Nature Conservancy best fit my ideals,”
Bruce said. “TNC does nature preservation,
acquiring property and managing it. Chloé
(Sweet, Associate Director of Philanthropy) told
me about this prairie. | came out and looked at it
and thought, “yep, this is what | want to do.”

The sign on the prairie includes Bruce's middle
name for a special reason — Edward was his
father's name. “This isn't about me,” said Bruce.
"This is about my family.”

TOP LEFT: Eudryas unio - Pearly Wood-Nymph moth
at Platte River Prairies. © Chris Helzer/TNC

CENTER: Bruce Stephens. © Kojo Baidoo/TNC



TRIBUTES: July 2024 — June 2025

Thanks to all who donated in the name of a friend or loved one.

The name of the person being recognized is listed first, with the giver’s name below.

IN HONOR OF:

Bruce Carpenter
Gail and Mike Yanney

Dan Hamann & Joan Squires
Jacqueline Anderegg

Jack Becker & Lester Katz
Ken & Annie Bird

John & Lynne Boyer

Esther & Daniel Brabec
Bruce & Rkachea Carpenter
Mary Fugle & John Brandstetter
Howard Hahn

Jennifer Hamann

Mary Holland

Maureen Hunt

Rodrigo & Mary Lépez
Linda Makris & JD Layson
Mike & Nancy McCarthy
Murray & Sharee Newman
Nancy Noddle

Dennis & Jessica Pate
Polina & Bob Schlott

Brian & Susie Shoemaker
Ken & Ann Stinson

Scott Votava
Scott & Peg Zabloudil

Chris Helzer
Walter Schacht

Dr. Anne M. Hubbard
Gail & Michael Yanney

Sam Gemar
Matthew & Natasha Plooster

Darwin Greenfield
Harold Koplewicz & Linda Sirow

Lynn Jones
Sue Fleenor

Sara E. McClure
Anne Hubbard

Brian H. Martin
Michael & Andrea Banks

Al & Lois Steuter
James & Terri Gustafson

Ben Stuart
Susan Stuart

Mark & Laura Vandervort
Robert Vandervort

IN MEMORY OF:

Tim Arant
Laura Seyl

Jon T. Farrar
Tasha Farrar & Jim Rodda

Tim French
Linda Rajcevich

John Gottschalk
Sherry Fletcher

Leo Max Greunke
Carl Greunke

Mike Haberlan
Gary & Dot Haberlan

Benny Hochman
Judith Hochman
& William Stikker

Phil Kappen
Hanna Pinneo

i Ice and frost on a frozen wetland at the Platte River Prairies. © Chris Helzer/TNC

Ms. Emily P. Link
Mary Martin

Edward Keith Lukin
Tricia Besett-Alesch

Elliotte C. Saunders
Dotty & Bill Zales

Susan Shackman
Anonymous

Laurence Sibley
Sheri & Mark Harrington

Teresa Sklenicka
Karen Graff

Michael Soudant
Lorrie Stonacek

Ms. Sylvia A. Stevens
Dawn Nehls

Helen Stokely
Katherine Becker

Douglass Tormey
Missy Longo
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LEGACY CLUB

NEBRASKA LEGACY CLUB

The Legacy Club is a group of Nature Conservancy supporters

Sharon Ahrens, Santa Fe, NM

Dorothy M. Alexander, Superior, NE

Patricia Alexander, Yutan, NE

Harry* & Lois Alward, Omaha, NE

Janet L. Bain, Omaha, NE

Norman A. Balliet, Central City, NE

Jo Bartikoski & Don Westling, Omaha, NE

Michele & Steven Bever, Hastings, NE

Georgia Bihr in memory of Keeley J. Bihr,
Lincoln, NE

Raymond H. Bloomquist, Lincoln, NE

Robert A. Bosco, Omaha, NE

Lesli Brice, Omaha, NE

Fritz & Robin Buckallew, Lincoln, NE

Thomas A. Burton, Omaha, NE

Karen Campbell, Papillion, NE

Sandi Cardillo, Fort Collins, CO

Ron & Karen Case, Lincoln, NE

Randy & Lori Cassling, Omaha, NE

Dr. Bibie M. Chronwall, Kansas City, MO

Mr. & Mrs.* Richard Clark, Lincoln, NE

Shelley & Neal Clayburn, Lincoln, NE

Joan Clements, Omaha, NE

Hal Cleminson, Omaha, NE

Carole A. Closter, Lincoln, NE

Marilyn Coffey, Omaha, NE

Dr. Jim & Jeanette Commers, Omaha, NE

Stephen & Lara Compton, Bellevue, NE

Warren J.Conner*& Roger Bennett, Omaha, NE

Kathleen H.& Thomas M.* Conroy, Lincoln, NE

John Cougher, Omaha, NE

Glenda Cowles, Fort Collins, CO

Carol Curry, Omaha, NE

Matt & Elizabeth Darling, Omaha, NE

Kenneth & Helen Deffenbacher, Omaha, NE

Janet L. Dieckgrafe, Dillingham, AK

Robert F. B. Diller, Steele City, NE

Maurice M. Dixon Jr, Santa Fe, NM

Sharon Doll*, Lincoln, NE

Robert E. Donahue, Bennington, NE

Ann L. Duey, Omaha, NE

Patrick & Candace Dussault, Lincoln, NE

Duke Engel, Lincoln, NE

Mark & Lorraine Feldhausen, Papillion, NE

Pamela J. Fesser, Lincoln, NE

Christy Ford & Michael Q. Bily, Batavia, IL
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Christine Forslund, Omaha, NE
K. Fowler, Omaha, NE
Dr. Richard & Sandra Fruehling,
Grand Island, NE
Henry C. Furst, Omaha, NE
Doug A. Gardels, Adams, NE
Janet & Kurt Geisinger, Lincoln, NE
Cheryl J. Gerkins, Lincoln, NE
Michael Gloor, Grand Island, NE
W. P. Goodin, Omaha, NE
Janet Grant, Denver, CO
Richard Greene, Omaha, NE
Carl & Belinda Greiner, Omaha, NE
Brad & Marla Grier, S. Sioux City, NE
Drs. David & Aileen Gruendel, Grand Island, NE
Dr. Mace A. Hack & Rosie Zweiback,
Omaha, NE
Dan Hamann, Omaha, NE
Edmund Hamann, Lincoln, NE
Roger & Jackie Harned, Omaha, NE
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Harrison, Omaha, NE
Bernard C. & Susan Hay, Scottsdale, AZ
Warren H. & Betty Hill, Omaha, NE
Tim & Carol Hinkle, Lincoln, NE
Mary Pat & Michael Hoag, Norfolk, NE
Laurie Hodges, Lincoln, NE
Sheila Hoffert, Wahoo, NE
Kristin A. Hoffman, Omaha, NE
Doris & Richard Hoopes, Oceanside, CA
Daniel B. & Mary Howell, Lincoln, NE
Robin Ritchey Huebner, Stanton, NE
Kathy & Howard Jeffers, Omaha, NE
Tim Johnson, Lincoln, NE
Donna Jordan, Papillion, NE
Dan M. Kahle, Hastings, NE
Wanda L. Kimbrough, Cheyenne, WY
Dennis & Karlene Kingery, Omaha, NE
G.K. Knowles, Omaha, NE
Gregory S. Krebs, Omaha, NE
Jack Kubat, Omaha, NE
Sylvia C. Landers, Norfolk, NE
Julie I. Lanham, Bozeman, MT
William J. Lawton, Grand Island, NE
Michael* & Deana Liddy, Omaha, NE
Svata M. Louda, Ph.D., Salida, CO
Becky Lowe & Foster Weyand, Omaha, NE

who have made a lasting commitment to conservation

by making a life-income gift with the Conservancy, or by

naming TNC as a beneficiary in their estate plans. The Legacy

Club is a way for us to recognize these profound contributions

to The Nature Conservancy's future. We thank our Legacy Club

members for their dedication to preserve the diversity of life

on Earth and for their foresight in providing for its future.

Charles R. & Ruth Maier, Wayne, NE

Barry V. Marsch, Central City, NE

John P. Marshall, Lincoln, NE

Carmen K. Maurer, Lincoln, NE

Sara McClure & Dave Steadman, Omaha, NE
Colleen McCormick, Milford, NE

Gary McDonald, Blair, NE

Todd & Laura McWha, North Platte, NE
Mary Ann Meisner, Lincoln, NE

Nancy & Alan Meyer, Cedar Bluffs, NE
Richard L. Miller, Malcolm, NE

Jane Moody, Lincoln, OR

Mrs. Micki J. Moore, Lead, SD

Dawn Nehls, Phoenix, AZ

Kevin & Katherine Nelson, Corvallis, OR
Diana Nevins, Omaha, NE

Barbara Nielson, Omaha, NE

Kristi K. Nies, Peru, NE

Glenn & Pat Ohlmann, Seward, NE

Craig D. & Heather Craig Oldsen, Ponca, NE
Chuck Olsen, Norfolk, NE

Shirley & James Ortman, Omaha, NE

Don & Rita Otis, Omaha, NE

Rodney W. Otley, Salida, CO

Loren J.& Barbara K.Padelford, Bellevue, NE
Owen & Karen Palm, Gering, NE

Ron & Judy Parks, Valparaiso, NE

Jessica & Dennis Pate, Omaha, NE
Audrey A. & Paul M. Paulman, Omaha, NE
James E. & Melanie J. Peters, Lincoln, NE
Barbara & Lyle Petersen, Mars Hill, NC
Tom & Verla* Plummer, Lincoln, NE
Rebecah Propst, Sidney, NE

James F. Pyrzynski, Bellevue, NE

Deborah Qualey, Scottsbluff, NE

Cella Quinn, Omaha, NE

John D.& Sharleen L. Ragsdale, Lincoln, NE
Bryan Rettig, Lincoln, NE

Alfred A. Riedmann llI, Valley, NE

William J. Riley, Omaha, NE

Dana & Lynn Roper, Lincoln, NE

Anita Roth, Bellevue, NE

Cathy & Brad Rustermier, Lincoln, NE
Ron & Barb* Schaefer, Omaha, NE
Bernard J. Scherr, Lincoln, NE

Suzanne G. Schreiber, Lincoln, NE

Michael A. Schuldt, Omaha, NE

Jeff & Lori Shaddock, Omaha, NE

Vincent Shay, McCook, NE

Lee A. Shell, Omaha, NE

Keith A. Simmons, Omaha, NE

Jim & Terri Steadman, Lincoln, NE

Bruce E. Stephens, Lincoln, NE

Ronda & Ken Stevens, Omaha, NE

Randy & Teresa Stevens, Lincoln, NE

Bill & Katie Stevens, Moab, UT

Al & Lois Steuter, Johnstown, NE

Barry H. Summer, Omaha, NE

Elizabeth Summers, Omaha, NE

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Swanson,
Culbertson, NE

William* & Carol Tesar, Lincoln, NE

Dr. Harold* & Bette Anne Thaut,
Beatrice, NE

Jon O. Thomsen, Grand Island, NE

Wendy E. Thran, Two Rivers, WI

Albert R. Thurman, Bryson City, NC

Kristina Tiebel, Martell, NE

Martha L. Toews, Lincoln, NE

Amy & Edward Tritsch, Elkhorn, NE

J.E. & Amy Van Horne, Omaha, NE

Jim & Nancy Van Kirk, Lincoln, NE

Lyle D. & Joyce Vannier, Lincoln, NE

Anne Vidaver, Lincoln, NE

Sandra S. Volker, Omaha, NE

Susanna von Essen, Omaha, NE

Roger & Vicki Voorhees, Hooper, NE

Theresa Wagner, Omaha, NE

Jim Wasser, Walton, NE

Mel Wieben, Lincoln, NE

John & Nancy Wiederspan,
Lincoln,NE

Ross & Judy Wilcox, Lincoln, NE

Mary H. & W. F. Willekes, Grant, NE

Kathleen Wingard & Alyx Knight,
Lincoln, NE

John & Cyndi Woollam, Lincoln, NE

Mike & Gail Yanney, Omaha, NE

Brian & Karen Yocum, Hastings, NE

Ray & Carolyn Zeisset, Lincoln, NE

*deceased

TOP: Bison bull at Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC



THANK YOU DONORS

THANKYOU

Following is a list of supporters who made gifts of $500 or more to The Nature Conservancy between July 2024 and June 2025. Although space

does not permit listing all gifts, EVERY contribution directly advances our mission to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.

$500+

John M. & Nanci Adams

Dorothy M. Alexander

Margaret Allington

Keith H. Allyn

Claudia S. Amen

Susan H. & William F. Andelt

Bonnie J. Andersen

J.F. & Lani P. Angle

Anonymous (12)

Arbor Day Foundation

Michael D. Armstrong

Blake Bartenbach

Jo Bartikoski & Don E. Westling

Ellie Batt & Mark Sherman

Mogens & Cindy Bay

Becker Family Foundation

Kenneth D. & Patricia Beebe

George J. & Nancy Behringer

Gary L. & Betsy B. Bennett

Bob & Stacie Bleicher

Raymond H. Bloomquist

Bluestem Prairie Foundation

John & Jan Blumer

Gary L. Bohn

The Bopp Family Fund

Bob Bosco

Mark J. Brodkey

James G. Bruner

Bill & Tina Brush

Nanci L. Buckley

Bud & Gloria Wolbach
Foundation

Cecil D. Bykerk

Sandi Cardillo & Richard Ferguson

Bill Carle

Bruce & Rkachea Carpenter

Randy & Lori Cassling

Caterpillar Foundation

Jim & Joan Chambers

Lynne A. Chesire

Bibie M. Chronwall

Claire M. Hubbard Foundation

Daniel D. Claussen

Bruce & Sharon Clawson

Carole A. Closter

Sara Coffee Radil & Gary Radil

Marilyn L. Coffin

Jim & Jeanette Commers

Hanni M. Cordes

Alison Cowan

Ty C. & Teresa Cox

TOP: Plains sunflower, Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC

Kathleen Crawford-Rose &
Bob Rose
Pamela Daly
Tim & Gail M. Dickel
Margaret I. Doig
Kathleen Doig
Sharon Doll*
Donlan Foundation
Doug & Allison Frey Foundation
Robert & Karen Duncan
Duke Engel
Greg R. Engler*
Betty & John D. Evans
Rebecca & Michael Evers
Tasha Farrar & Jim Rodda
Fireplace Stone & Patio
Mary Jane Fogle
Steven Folkers
Barbara L. & Charles A. Francis
Kristi Freese
Lance M. & Julie C. Fritz
Richard M. & Sandra Fruehling
Dale W. & Patricia Funk
Kurt F. Geisinger & Janet F. Carlson
Birte T. Gerlings
Gilbert M. & Martha H. Hitchcock
Foundation
Jon L. & Michelle A. Gilley
Michael R. Gloor &
Marie de Martinez
Rebecca B. Gregory
Belinda & Carl B. Greiner
Jean L. Grem
Priscilla C. & Edward S. Grew
David & Aileen Gruendel
William Henry Haberfeld
Gary & Dot Haberlan
Mace A. Hack & Rosie Zweiback
Judith & George Haecker
Kenneth J. Hahn
Dan A. Hamann & Joan Squires
Brian C. & Carey Hamilton
Kristine M. Hansen & Mike Cain
Jacquelyn Harned
David Harris*
Dennis & Jill Hausman
John K. & Lynne D. Boyer
Family Foundation
Jonathan Henning & Paige Duncan
Heather B. Henson
Warren H. & Betty Hill
Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee

Tim & Carol B. Hinkle
The Holland Foundation
Judith A. Hochman &
William Stikker
Paul & Lori Hogan
Mary Holland
Ed Hotz & Trish Nipp
Anne M. Hubbard
Hugo A. & Thelma Aspegren
Charitable Trust
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Susan M. James
Kathy & Howard Jeffers
John K. & Lynne D. Boyer
Family Foundation
Clinton C. & Pat Jones
Sara York Kenny &
Timothy R. Kenny
Kenneth Hahn Architects, Inc.
Ali Khan
D.W & Patricia Kingsley
Daniel E. & Carol Ann Klaus
Harold Koplewicz & Linda Sirow
Stephanie F. & John J. Koraleski
H. H. & Willa Kosman
Myrna Krohn
Shubhasish Kundu &
Monita C. Chatterjee
Janice M. Kutilek
Jean L. Lahrs
John Langwith [l &
Laurel Prestridge
Lee G.Simmons Wildlife Safari Park
Deana F. Liddy
Thomas Liefer
Karen A. & James R. Linder
Peggy W. Link
Rodrigo & Mary Lopez
Marian J. Lord
Patricia Lynch
Amy Lyons
Mammel Foundation
Carl G. Mammel
Carmen K. Maurer
Edward W. & Carrie May
Michael R. & Nancy A. McCarthy
John P. McCarty &
LaReesa Wolfenbarger
Caitlin McClure
Sara E. McClure & Dave Steadman
Janet J. McCrae
James E. & Martha McGahan

Stephen McGreer
Mike P. & Margaret McMeekin
Todd R. & Laura McWha
Lynne M. Mills
Bill Minier & Becky Anderson
Jim A. & Cindy Mohl
Janece M. Mollhoff
Jane & Randy Moody
Kimberly C. Morrow
Mulhall's
Nebraska Master Naturalist
Program
Dawn A. Nehls
W. D. & Andrea Nelson
Diana Nevins
Sharee & Murray Newman Fund
Helen M. & Robert E. Nichols
Shirley M. & James Ortman
John Osterman &
Patricia Herman
Donald & Rita Otis
Palladium Foundation
Owen & Karen Palm
Ron & Judy Parks
Dennis & Jessica Pate
The Patterson Family Group
Audrey A. & Paul M. Paulman
Peggy Payne*
Richard K. Perrin
Eric D. & Julie Phillips
Cindy & David L. Piester
Jack A. Potts & Linda Knipping
Neva L. Pruess
Ann M. Quinlan
Neal S. & Deb Ratzlaff
Ashlee Richardson
Robert & Myrna Krohn
Family Foundation
Silvia G. Roffman
Carol & Rick Russell
Cathy J. & Brad L. Rustermier
Constance M. Ryan
Bradford R. & Janice Santos
Ron Schaefer
Eric J. Schermerhorn
Polina & Bob Schlott
Carol Schmitt
Julie M. Schroeder
Alice Schumaker
Mary Seaver*
Sharad C. & Rebecca H. Seth
Vincent E. & Cathy Shay

Will L. Sheehan*

Lee A. Shell

The Sherwood Foundation

Mary Sue Shoemaker

Todd Simon

Donna M. Smith

Jennifer P. Speers

Thomas D. Stalnaker

Katherine F. Starace

James R. & Terri L. Steadman

Bruce E. Stephens

Bill & Katie Stevens

Ken & Ann Stinson

Dorie Stone & Michael Whye

Susan S. Stuart

Janis J. Thelen

Frank Thurber

Jeff D. Tracy

Amy & Edward Tritsch

Robert E. & Sandy Tuma

Union Pacific Railroad

Tony L. Uttecht

Valmont Industries

Amy L. & J.E.Van Horne

Judy M. & Howard D. Vann

Lyle D. & Joyce Vannier

Gilbert L. Vaughan

Michael & Jane Voorhies

George A. Wanek*

Webster Family Foundation

John W. Webster

Pete Wegman

Kathryn C. & Dennis L. Wells

Bruce E. Wendorff

Margaret B. & Larry West

Margaret Wheelock &
Keith Johnson

William Wickersham

Melvin L. Wieben

David A. Wiesman

Mark J. & Brenda Wiesman

Deborah A. Wigton

Ross W. & Judy Wilcox

John A. & Cyndi Woollam

Dorothy Wycoff

Gail Walling Yanney &
Mike Yanney

Edith Zahniser

William A. & Karen Zehnder

Ray & Carolyn Zeisset

Bonnie K. Zetterman

*deceased
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TheNature @ The Nature Conservancy

Nebraska Chapter
Conservancy

1007 Leavenworth Street
Nebraska Omaha, Nebraska 68102

nature.org/nebraska

OUR MISSION:

TO CONSERVE THE LANDS
AND WATERS ON WHICH
ALL LIFE DEPENDS

@ facebook/NatureConservancyNebraska Instagram/nature_ne

Q@ X/@nature_neb

OMAHA
OPEN
HOUSE

THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 11TH | 4-7 PM

STATE DIRECTOR
REMARKS | 5:45 PM

1007 Leavenworth Street
Please use metered
on-street parking

Members are invited to enjoy
hors d'oeuvres and drinks as we
celebrate all the conservation
you've made possible in 2025.
Come meet our staff and
like-minded friends!

Please RSVP to
Jill Wells at jwells@tnc.org

Owl © Ben Jiang or (402) 915-6628.

NON-PROFIT ORG
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OMAHA, NE
PERMIT NO. 1523

“CREATEYOUR
CONSERVATION

LEGACY

What better legacy is there to leave than your commitment
to protecting the Earth for future generations? Whether you
are taking the first steps toward planning your estate or are
in the process of updating your estate plan, The Nature
Conservancy is here to help. Contact us today!

Sara McClure, Director of Philanthropy
Sara_mcclure@tnc.org

The Nature Conservancy cannot render tax or legal advice.
Please consult your financial advisor before making a gift.

© Audrey Wolk/TNC



