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Dear Friends,
Kansas is known for its thunderstorms. The ominous dark clouds, the lightning 
on the horizon. Sheltering inside as the pelting rain travels across the field. 
Livestock standing in stoic resignation. And then that fresh evening air and 
birdsong after the rains have passed. 

Fortunately for us at The Nature Conservancy, storms don’t distract us from 
what needs to be done. This year, as federal policies and funding decisions 
changed seemingly daily, our work continued. From protecting nearly 17,000 
acres (26 square miles) to improving visitor services at Smoky Valley Ranch, we 
remain steadfast in conserving our Kansas prairies, streams and wildlife—and 
providing access for people to enjoy them—even when the forecast isn’t in our 
favor. 

Weathering storms is not for the faint of heart. This is why I am proud of our  
team in Kansas. When a job needs to be done, they do it. When a problem 
needs solving, they put their heads together and figure it out. Policies change 
and the relentless news cycle can make our heads spin, but The Nature 
Conservancy keeps the mission front and center, always. 

I’m particularly excited that we’re expanding our Generational Grasslands 
program to the Flint Hills. This innovative approach, which started only 4 years 
ago, has already impacted 250,520 acres of private lands, generated over $8 
million in funding for research, implementation and incentive payments and 
engaged over 300 ranching families in western Kansas. Now, we are turning 
east to scale this work even further. 

But most of all, this work is possible because of you, our supporters who 
believe in us. Whether you planted a common milkweed in your garden for 
migrating monarch butterflies, wrote your legislators or included The Nature 
Conservancy in your will, your contribution is vital and appreciated. It takes all 
of us to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends, and together, 
we find a way.

2 Northern lights over Smoky Valley Ranch © Justin Roemer

Katie Roby 
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The Nature 
Conservancy is a 

global environmental 
nonprofit working to 
create a world where 

people and nature 
thrive. Our mission is 
to conserve the lands 
and waters on which 
all life depends. And 
we’ve worked to do 

that in Kansas for 36 
years, permanently 
protecting 180,000 
acres—including six 

nature preserves open 
for public visitation. 

Our approach reflects 
decades of learning 
and refining, and the 
special role TNC can 

play side-by-side with 
partners, communities 
and decision makers. 

We have years, not 
decades, to take on the 
interconnected crises 
of climate change and 

biodiversity loss. By 
working together, we’re 

overcoming barriers 
to the solutions our 

planet needs. 

Together, we 
find a way.
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2025 HIGHLIGHTS
by the NUMBERS

16,851 acres and 
37 stream miles 
protected across the state

111 bison calves 
born at Smoky Valley Ranch and 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve

3,774 seedlings 
planted at our newly established 
native plant nursery in the Flint Hills

25 native seed species 
collected for prairie restoration

625 monarch butterflies
tagged by staff and volunteers

Flint Hills Bison © Harvey Payne
Sandhills Ranch dunes © Hayden  Outdoors

2,080 pounds
heaviest bison weighed during 
annual roundup



2025 HIGHLIGHTS
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New Visitor Experiences
at Smoky Valley Ranch

This year, we teamed up with TravelStorys GPS, an award-winning developer of 
accessible and informative multimedia tours, to create a guided audio tour of 
Smoky Valley Ranch. Visitors are invited to immerse themselves in the history 
of the land, learn about its biodiversity and discover more than ever before. The 
free, self-guided audio tour through Smoky Valley Ranch and Little Jerusalem 
Badlands offers a unique way to explore the area’s rich ecology, geology and 
history. 

Located 30 minutes from Oakley, Kansas, along the Western Vistas Historic 
Byway off of I-70, Smoky Valley Ranch features remarkable rolling hills, flowing 
grasses and abundant wildlife, including lesser prairie chickens and herds of 
pronghorn, mule deer and bison. 

Can’t make it to Smoky Valley Ranch? The tour can be 
enjoyed from the road or from the comfort of home. 
Scan the QR code to start your journey! 

The Smoky Valley Ranch Audio Tour was made possible 
with funding in part by Kansas Tourism.

© Justin Roemer



Our approach to policy isn’t just about influencing legislation—
it’s about creating lasting systems that protect nature and 
benefit people. Whether it’s defending public lands or shaping 
climate policy, our strategy is built for long-term success. 
And right now, the policies and funding that protect our lands, 
waters and communities are under serious threat.  

In October 2025, TNC hosted its largest-ever Advocacy 
Day during the biannual Volunteer Leadership Summit in 
Washington, D.C., despite a government shutdown. More 
than 340 trustees from all 50 states and 11 countries held 
over 240 Hill meetings, including 131 with Republican offices 

and 109 with Democratic offices. Kansas staff and trustees met with Senators Moran and Marshall, 
Representatives Davids and Schmidt, and staff from Representatives Mann and Estes to advocate for 
a new Farm Bill, defend public lands and share real stories from Kansans whose lives are shaped by 
conservation. 

Back home, The Nature Conservancy is a proud member of Kansans for Conservation—a growing 
coalition of over 40 organizations representing farmers, ranchers, educators, businesses and 
outdoor enthusiasts. Together, we’re pushing for long-term, dedicated conservation funding in 
Kansas. In 2025, we mobilized more than 100 advocates for a day of action at the statehouse. After 
introducing bills in 2024 and 2025, we’ve refined our strategy, expanded our coalition and built 
momentum. In 2026, we’re advancing our strongest proposal yet to invest in working lands, wildlife 
and outdoor recreation.  

The stakes are high—but so is our resolve. We’re committed to advancing policy 
that is nonpartisan, science-based and rooted in practical, on-the-ground 
experience.

Scan the QR code to visit the Kansans for Conservation website to learn 
how you can get involved.

Policy Makes 
Conservation Possible
Advocating for Nature in Kansas and Beyond

State Director Katie Roby and Kansas trustees 
Stephanie Turner, Kelly Harrison, Dale Trott and 
Chuck Rice. © Freya Sargent

Kansas Statehouse 
© Henry Sadura
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“Water connects us all across communities and across landscapes. It’s a 
crucial element that’s needed by all living things. 

However, human activity has impacted freshwater ecosystems more than 
any other habitat type. Freshwater plants and animals have declined by 83% 
since 1970 and only a third of the world’s longest rivers remain free-flowing.

Forging partnerships and finding pragmatic solutions that work for both 
people and nature is the key to reshaping the way we manage our water 
resources.”

Dr. Heidi Mehl was selected for two important positions that will guide water conservation in Kansas 
and beyond for years to come. This year, Mehl became The Nature Conservancy’s Great Plains Division 
Freshwater Director, having previously served as Director of Water and Agriculture programs for 
Kansas. In her new role, she will coordinate water conservation strategies spanning the division’s 10 
states, including Kansas.  

Mehl was also appointed as a voting member of the Kansas Water Program Task Force, established by 
the Kansas Legislature earlier this year. With only six positions for non-legislative members, this is a 
big win for conservation. The task force aims to identify risks to water quality and quantity, determine 
approaches to manage those risks and find a long-term, dedicated funding source for water 
projects. The task force will submit reports of its findings and recommendations to the governor and 
legislature in 2026 and 2027.  

Mehl holds a doctorate in geography with an emphasis on 
fluvial geomorphology and the cultural geography of 
water resources. Known for her collaborative and 
community-minded approach to conservation, 
she has worked on issues related to water 
quality and water sovereignty in the United 
States, Siberian Russia and Kenya. She is 
experienced in both agricultural and urban 
settings, working to improve water 
security for people and nature.

Leveraging Local Talent
Kansas Staff Selected to Guide Conservation at Scale

Heidi Mehl & Kansas River © Daniel 
Videtich
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Preserving the Prairie
A Legacy of Science and Stewardship at Konza

Nestled in the northern Flint Hills, the Konza Prairie Biological Station stands as a living laboratory 
and a testament to the power of partnership between The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and Kansas 
State University (K-State). Together, we are working to study and protect one of the last remaining 
tallgrass prairies on Earth—an ecosystem as complex as it is fragile. 

K-State’s Dr. Jesse Nippert is at the forefront of this effort, tackling one of the prairie’s greatest 
threats: the invasion of trees and shrubs, known as woody encroachment.

 
In the 1960s, TNC members dreamed of establishing a tallgrass prairie preserve in Kansas. But 
without local staff or an office in Kansas, the vision needed a local champion. That champion was 
K-State professor Lloyd Hulbert, who, since 1956, had been discussing with other faculty the need for 
a prairie ecological research site. In 1971, Hulbert helped secure 916 acres southeast of Manhattan, 
Kansas, with support from The Nature Conservancy and philanthropist Katherine Ordway. By 1977, the 
preserve had grown to over 8,600 acres and was officially named the Konza Prairie Biological Research 
Station. 

Since 1980, Konza has been one of the original sites in the National Science Foundation’s Long-Term 
Ecological Research (LTER) program. This initiative has made Konza one of the most intensively 
studied grasslands in the world, generating over 2,200 scientific publications and supporting more 
than 1,000 undergraduate research experiences.

From Student to Steward
For Jesse Nippert, what began as a student job collecting data at Konza evolved into a lifelong calling. 
Now a University Distinguished Professor in K-State’s Division of Biology, Nippert leads a team of 
researchers and students in exploring how prairie ecosystems function and adapt. His work is rooted 
in the foundational LTER research on fire, grazing and climate variability—three forces that shape 
grasslands globally.

A native Kansan, Nippert graduated from K-State with his bachelor’s degree in 
park resource management and environmental sciences. He received his master’s 
degree in forest resources from the University of Idaho and a doctorate in ecology 
from Colorado State University. He joined the K-State faculty in 2007.

Smooth sumac spread 
© Chris Helzer
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The Silent Spread of Shrubs
Since 2010, Nippert has been investigating how native woody plants like American plum, rough-leaf 
dogwood and smooth sumac are overtaking grasslands. These species, once confined to specific 
areas, are now spreading rapidly. Resistant to traditional control methods, they threaten the 
biodiversity and resilience of the prairie. 

“The problem is these woody shrubs won’t stay small,” Nippert warns. “We don’t yet have the tools to 
stop this threat.” The shrubs are clonal, meaning they reproduce through vegetative propagation, 
often via underground stems called rhizomes, to form large, connected colonies. This clonal growth 
gives them advantages like rapidly resprouting after disturbances and spreading to shade out 
competition. 

His research has revealed that these plants don’t just crowd out native grasses—they alter the very 
soil and water systems that sustain the prairie. One of Nippert’s studies determined that, even after 
woody plants were removed from streambeds, water still failed to flow. The reason? The plants had 
changed the subsurface structure, creating deep channels that persist for decades and reduce water 
available to other species. 

Nippert’s message to landowners is clear: early detection is critical. 

“The only thing that is effective is to not ignore these species when they show up in locations where 
they can spread. It’s so much easier to remove an individual specimen before it takes over the 
landscape.”

Local Lessons, Global Impact 
Nippert’s work extends beyond Kansas. For over 20 years, he has studied bush encroachment in 
South Africa, comparing results across continents to better understand how clonal shrubs behave 
and how best to manage them. These insights are helping to inform conservation strategies not 
just in the Great Plains, but in grassland ecosystems worldwide. 

Through his collaboration with The Nature Conservancy, Nippert is helping shape management 
plans for landowners that support both ecological health and community stewardship of Kansas 
prairies and beyond. 
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Cheyenne Bottoms Preserve © Doug Stemel



Explore the 
places we 

protect.



2025 Kansas Yearbook:
Wildlife Voted Most Likely to...
Our Impact Report is a “yearbook” of sorts for our Nature Conservancy work in 
Kansas, and the high achievers of the prairie deserve their own feature. Enjoy this 
lighthearted look at the seriously rich diversity of Kansas wildlife.

Find romance in a bison wallow: Plains Spadefoot
Despite the bony lump between his eyes, the plains spadefoot enjoys 
an active love life when temporary pools and shallow ponds form 
during summer rains in the depressions created by bison wallowing. 
Known as “explosive breeders,” these toad-like amphibians get busy: 
after a heavy rain, they will emerge from underground so the females 
can lay up to 2,000 eggs at time, which will hatch in 2-4 days. The 
tadpoles have just enough time to mature before the pools dry up.

Win the gym’s pushup challenge: Common Lesser Earless Lizard
Like many lizards, the common lesser earless lizard is territorial of its 
home range. The area may contain many individual lizards, but one 
male serves as king. Get too close, and dominance will be asserted by 
bobbing and push-ups in a distinct and threatening cadence. Though 
only 4-5 inches long and well camouflaged, you might spot them at 
TNC’s Little Jerusalem State Park or Smoky Valley Ranch.

Hang out all day at the pool: Topeka Shiner
The federally endangered Topeka shiner just wants to chill out in a 
cold, slow-flowing Flint Hills stream. Percolating groundwater keeps 
them going swimmingly during the hot summer months when water is 
scarce. You will know a Topeka shiner from other minnows by the black 
chevron at the base of its tail fin.

12 Flowers at Syracuse Ranch © Jim Griggs

Plains spadefoot © Chris Helzer; Lesser earless lizard © Chris Helzer; Topeka shiner 
© Katelyn Weisbrod



Be a finalist on The Voice: Whooping Crane
That snowy white plumage! The crimson cap! The graceful dance 
moves! The whooping crane has both the style and talent to dominate 
any bugling competition it enters. Its 5-foot-long trachea is what 
gives it the power to belt out courtship duets with its sweetheart, and 
why it’s loud enough for the audience to enjoy from across the marsh. 
Whooping cranes make a special appearance in the Cheyenne Bottoms 
area during spring and fall migrations in March and April, and again in 
October and November.

See you coming a mile (or four) away: Pronghorn
With eyesight eight times better than the vision of humans, it’s difficult 
to surprise pronghorn from across the vast grasslands where they 
feed, rest and ruminate. But if they need to get away, they make it look 
easy: with speeds up to 90 mph, pronghorn are North America’s fastest 
mammal. They thrive best in the wide prairie spaces of far-western 
Kansas, which makes Smoky Valley Ranch a good place to see them. 

Bring you flowers: Regal Fritillary
With its bright orange forewings and black and white spots, the regal 
fritillary looks like a fuzzier, tougher version of the monarch. The regal 
fritillary is a homebody, however, preferring to live its entire life in the 
tallgrass prairie. June seed collection at the Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve is focused on violets: when regal fritillary eggs transform 
over winter and emerge as caterpillars, they do so right alongside baby 
violets, which serve as a fresh meal to help their growth.

Most likely to make a difference for nature: You!

Every acre we preserve, every river mile we restore and every 
wildlife habitat we save starts with a gift from supporters like you. 

Scan the QR code and make your impact today.

Whooping crane © Joshua Pelta-Heller/TNC Photo Contest 2021; Pronghorn © Jeffrey Rich; 
Regal Fritillary © Charles Larry 

13



Generational Grasslands Expansion
Collaborating with Ranchers in the Flint Hills
Tallgrass prairie once stretched from Texas to Canada, a sea of grass with big bluestem that grew 
over eight feet toward the sky. Today less than 4% of it remains, and the largest swath is in the Flint 
Hills of Kansas.  

Ranching has been the backbone of the Flint Hills economy since the 1850s and has played a vital 
role in preserving tallgrass prairie. Cattle thrive on the nutrient-rich grasses, and their grazing allows 
room for other plant species, such as milkweed, and areas of short vegetation required by some 
birds, like horned larks. The areas cattle don’t graze can become dense thatch that provides cover for 
nesting birds like prairie chickens.  

Recognizing that ranchers are key to the future of this endangered region, this year TNC expanded its 
innovative Generational Grasslands program to the Flint Hills. By keeping grasslands intact, ranchers 
provide an enormous benefit to society: healthy grasslands that clean our air and water, store 
carbon and provide food and recreation.  

The goal of Generational Grasslands is to establish an economic model that partially compensates 
ranchers for the benefits their land is providing to society and incentivizes the long-term stewardship 
of grasslands. By working together, ranchers and TNC conservation specialists can preserve critical 
areas, make ranching more profitable and bolster rural communities.

The support we provide to participating ranch families can include:
•	 assistance with federal funding applications
•	 additional private funding and incentives
•	 sustainable grazing plans
•	 estate and generational transfer planning

This is the latest chapter in The Nature Conservancy’s long history of protecting special places in the 
Flint Hills. The Flint Hills expansion joins earlier and ongoing Generational Grasslands projects in the 
Chalk Bluffs of northwestern Kansas and the Red Hills of south-central Kansas and into Oklahoma. 
Since the program began in 2021, TNC has provided technical and/or financial assistance for more 
than 300 ranching families. 

Grazing cows © Jim Griggs 
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•	 invasive removal and treatment assistance
•	 prescribed fire recommendations
•	 workshop and field demonstrations  



Grasslands evolved with fire—both natural wildfires and those used intentionally by Native caretakers 
before colonization. Today, prescribed fire remains a crucial tool for maintaining and enhancing 
prairie health, yet its use varies widely. 

Since European settlement, fire has largely been suppressed in North American grasslands, 
contributing to ecological and economic degradation from woody plant encroachment.   

Eastern red cedars and other woody plants now invade rangelands at alarming rates, reducing 
biodiversity and grazing productivity. In the Flint Hills, a strong culture of burning has helped keep 
cedars in check, but western Kansas faces greater challenges where fire has been less common 
historically. 

Burning also supports economically important beef weight and prevents trees and woody shrubs 
from crowding out prairie plants. Research supports innovative techniques like patch burning—
burning one-third of a ranch each year—to create a diverse, “patchy” landscape that benefits species 
such as grassland birds while maintaining cattle weight gains. 

In addition to using “good fire” as a critical management tool on our own preserves, The Nature 
Conservancy partners with private landowners and organizations like the National Park Service 
and Konza Prairie Biological Station to restore fire’s natural role and help communities prepare 
for, manage and coexist safely with fire. We help create burn plans, share equipment and provide 
technical support. In western Kansas, TNC also supports community-led prescribed burn 
associations, who work together to put more fire on the ground and control cedar spread. 

These strategies strengthen both ecology and economy, ensuring 
Kansas grasslands remain resilient for future generations. By 
promoting fire as a practical and sustainable management tool, 
we can protect native wildlife, improve ranching operations and 
preserve the unique character of Kansas prairies.

Burning Better Together
Preserving Nature’s Balance through Prescribed Fire

Prescribed burn at Chase State Fishing Lake © Bruce Hogle 
Drip torch © Morgan Heim
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•	 invasive removal and treatment assistance
•	 prescribed fire recommendations
•	 workshop and field demonstrations  
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Thank You, Donors!
The Nature Conservancy’s accomplishments are only made possible by the many individuals, 
organizations, businesses and foundations that make financial contributions to our conservation 
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and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all donors. 

We make every effort to ensure that our donor list is correct, but occasionally errors occur. If we have inadvertently left off 
your name, please accept our apologies and inform us by contacting (785) 233-4400 or kansas@tnc.org.
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Hargroves • Duane K. Harms 
• Ashley Harper • Richard J. 
Harris • Kelly & Tanja Harrison 
• Tracy J. Harrison • Caverly 
H. Hart • Alicia Harvey • Clay 
Harvey & Patty McGivern • 
David Haskin • Marsha Haufler 
• Michael Haugen • Larry 
Hauth • Joan M. Hax • Marlene 
Hayes • Lisa A. Hefner-Heitz 
• Michelle E. Heidner • Loring 
R. Henderson • Janet E. 
Henley • David & Jane Henry 
• Rudy & Deb Herrmann • Phil 
Hetzler • Cheryl L. Hewitt • 
Gary F. Hicks • Dan Higgins 
• Stephen D. Hight • Dick 

& Sue Himes • 

Harold Hiner • Rick & Mary 
Hines • Clinton R. Hinman • 
Julie Hinshaw • Bill & Irma 
Lou Hirsch • Liz & John 
Hjalmarson • Joe Hlavacek 
& Kathleen Shanahan • 
Irvine & Ellen Hockaday • 
Stacy & Kyle Hoeme • Jane 
& Patrick Hogan • Laura & 
James Hohenbary • Cathy 
Holdsworth • Amy Holzle • 
Harry & Virginia Holzle Fund 
of the Topeka Community 
Foundation • Jan Hopkins 
• Jack K. Horner • Glenn & 
Sandra Horton-Smith • Ryan 
Horvath • Gary W. Hosack • 
R. Carl Hoseney • Phillip S. 
Houston • Eileen E. Howard 
• John C. Howard • Angelynn 
Howell • John D. Huchingson 
• Duane & Martha Huizenga 
• Katherine R. Hummels 
• William W. Humphrey 
III • Lewis H. Humphreys 
Charitable Trust • Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee • 
Caitlin Hupp • Amy E. Hurst • 
Tracey Hurt • Mark Hutchins 
• Hutchinson Community 
Foundation

I
Mary & Carl Ice • Russell & 
Norva Icke • IMA Financial 
Group • Margaret W. 
Indellicate • Laird & Carol 
Ingham • Barbara & David 
Isaacson • Debbi & Bill Iwig

J
J. P. Morgan Charitable Giving 
Fund • Russell A. Jacobs • 
Rebecca K. Jahelka • Kenneth 
& Janet Janzen • Sarah 
Jeffries • Charleen Jenkins 
• Alicia & Will Jennings • 
Richard A. Jensen • Jewish 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City • Joe & 
Anne Jezak • Ann M. Jilka • 
Bianca Johnson • Bryan & 
Linda Johnson • Ervalene M. 
Johnson • Howell & Carmen 
Johnson • Julia Johnson • 
Linda S. Johnson • William 
Johnston • Dylan Jordan • 
Victoria A. Jorgensen • Jim 
Jorns • Vicky Joyce • Sage 
Judd

K
Laura C. Kahl • Anita & Donald 
Kaiser • Laura Kaiser • Daniel 
R. Kalal • Jill Kanost • Hilary 
Kass • Tim Kats • Kauffman 
Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program • Willard & Lorraine 
Kaufman • Joseph & 
Claire Kelley 

• Nancy Kelley • Cody Kelly 
• Kemper Family Trusts 
at UMB Private Wealth 
Management, UMB Bank, 
N.A., Trustee • William T. 
Kemper Charitable Trust, 
UMB Bank, N.A., Trustee 
• Jamie Kempke • Janice 
Kennedy & Brent Gordy • 
Martin Kennedy & Patricia 
Kuhn • Megan M. Kennelly • 
Judy Kent • Andrew Kenyon 
• True Kershenbaum • Susan 
A. Kice • Karen Kidd • Karen 
L. Killough • Ingrid Kircher 
Nietfeld • Matthew W. Kirk • 
Mike & Julie Kirk • David E. 
Kirsch • Carol Klopfenstein • 
Jim Koelliker • John & Sharon 
Koepke • Vicki S. Kofender • 
Jerry Kolb • Margaret Kolm & 
David McCallie • Allen & Beth 
Kossoy • Robert M. Kruger 
• Miriam S. Krum • Matthew 
Krumlauf • Alex Kunz • Andy 
Kunz • James B. Kunz • 
Carolyn & Bruce Kusmin • 
David & Carol Kyner

L
Karen S. Laduex • Ron 
Lambert • John Lamble • 
Nellie Lambley • Land Trust 
Alliance • Kelly A. Landes 
• Judy K. Langley • Einar 
Larsen • Larson Engineering 
Inc. • Carol & Tom Larson • 
Edward Larson • Cynthia J. 
Lash • Steve Lauer • John 
C. Leatherman • Justin 
Leck • Tabitha Lehman • 
Benjamin Leiker • Catherine 
S. Leonhart • Jane & Max 
Liggett • Ed & Marg Lincoln 
• Carolyn D. Lindsey • David 
& Cynthia Linscheid • Linda 
L. Lips • Jared Lister • John 
& Nicki Listerman • Donald 
Livingston • Jesse Lobbs 
• Nigel J. Lock • Ronald 
and Kelly Lockton Family 
Foundation • Bobbie Loeffler 
& Tim Fey • Lonetta L. Lollar 
• Anne Longmuir • Daniel & 
Lynne Lonnquist • Meleda & 
John Lowry • Dan Luckert 
• David & Pamela Luedke • 
Susan Lunte • David Lutz 
& Ellen McLean • Sharon G. 
Lynch • Bill & Peggy Lyons 

M
Cathy A. Maassen • Sara 
MacDonald • Frank J. Male Sr. 
• Gary L. Mann • Richard 
G. Marolf • 
Jody 

& Katherine Marshall • Marsha 
Marshall • Ron & Dianne 
Marstall • David Martell • 
Barbara & Keith Martin • 
Rex & Donna Martin • Janet 
E. Marts • John & Wendy 
Marvin • Royceann Mather 
& Andy Prosser •  Douglas 
R. May • Storme Maynard 
• Steven & Ann McCabe • 
Laura and Ron McCall • Diane 
E. McCallum • Sondra J. 
McCoy • Karen I. McCulloh • 
Monica L. McDaniel • George 
W. McDonald Jr. • Rebecca 
McElroy • Melanie McGreevy 
• Kevin S. McGrew • Deni 
McHenry • Charles and 
Joanne McIlwaine Foundation 
• William R. McKeighan • 
James McLane • Craig & 
Terri McManus • Kimberly S. 
McMillan • Ryan McQueary 
• Scott Meinking • Craig  
Mellinger & Barbara Dinneen 
• Jack Mercer • Wyatt Metz 
• Bart Miller • Beth A. Miller • 
J. E. Miller • John & Rachel 
Miller • Mark D. Miller • Mark 
Miller & Julie Sager Miller • 
Donald B. Milligan • Kirsten 
Mills • Jeannetta L. Miner 
• Teresa Minton • Joyce A. 
Mitchell • John & Karen Mize 
• Jan A. Montague • Martin 
Moore and Durand Reiber 
Charitable Fund of the 
Douglas County Community 
Foundation • Patricia A. 
Moore • Morgan Stanley 
Global Impact Funding Trust 
• Kevin & Carol Morgan • Lee 
Morris • Bill Morris & Gail 
Williams • David & Nancy 
Morrow • Mosby Lincoln 
Foundation • Julie Moulden • 
Kathleen M. Muller • Thomas 
Mulligan • Rick Muma • Keith 
Mundy • D. Larry Murphy • 
Tom J. Muth • Deb Myers • 

N
National Christian 
Foundation Heartland • 
National Philanthropic Trust • 
Dan A. Neely • Kerissa Neilsen 
• Greg & Debra Nelson • 
Robert C. Nelson • Randy & 
Julie Newcomer • Natalie 
Nibert • William & Joan Nicely 
• Virginia A. Nichols • Sharon 
L. Nicholson • Kenneth & 
Gayle 

17



Nicolay • Carol B. Nielsen • 
Robert E. Nightingale • Arthur 
G. Nonhof • Gary E. Northwall 

O
Berl & Christine Oakley • 
David O’Brien • Jason O’Byrne 
• Patrick & Mary O’Connell • 
Karin U. Oelklaus • William L. 
Old • Chuck & Jane Olsen • 
Mark & Robin Olson • James 
L. Orange • David H. Orr • 
Jason Orr • Timothy G. O’Shea 
• John M. Oswald • Leticia 
Otsuka • Jeremy Owings • 
Shirley M. Oyster 

P
John D. Paden • Chris Palmer 
• Virgil L. Palmer • David P. 
Parker • Debby & Harold 
Parker • The Parmelee 
Foundation • Marie & Michael 
Parnell • Donna A. Patton 
• Rhea Paulette • Nathan 
& Sonia Paulson • Cheryl 
Payer • Judith & Francis 
Pease • Michael M. Peleg • 
Wyatt Pelton • Lori & Don 
Pendergast • Keith & Sharon 
Penner • Christina Perrin • 
Tahnee Perry • Lee A. Peters 
• R. Scott Petersen • James 
Pfister • Bill & Linda Phillips 
• Piersol Foundation, Inc. • 
Andrew Pirotte • Monique 
Pittman Lui • Alfred & 
Monica Pitzner • Susan E. 
Pommerenke • Barbara K. 
Poresky • Joan Porsch • Marla 
K. Porter • Diane K. Prellwitz • 
Dana Preusch • Janis Pukach 
• Edith Pulscak • Maureen 
Purcell & David Hustead

Q
John Quinton • Lillian M. 
Quiring

R
Jean E. Rader • R. Martin 
Railsback • Marsha 
Ramey • Gloria Raney & 
Doug Denning • Phyllis A. 
Ranum • J. Stephen Ray • 
Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund • Maureen 
Scribner-Read & Sullivan 
Read • Patty & Jerry Reece 
• Dana & Nancy Reel • Jerry 
D. Rees • Lindsey Regier • 
Camille & Gerald Reid • Susan 
Reimer • Cathy A. Reinhardt 

• Richard S. Rempel • 
Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation • Alejandra Reyes 
• Jill I. Reynolds • Chuck & 
Sue Rice• Ethel & Raymond F. 
Rice Foundation • Rosemary 
Rich • Nancy Richard • Tom 
Richardson & Phoebe Orr-
Richardson • Ila J. Rickards 
• Deborah L. Rieb • Charles 
Riggs • Bill & Erma Riley • 
Ringneck Classic, Inc. • Kathy 
& Mike Riordan • Kristin W. 
Riott • RLS Illumination Fund/
Nick & Lynn Douthat • William 
W. Roberts • Sally Robinson 
• Julie & Len Rodman • The 
Darrel and Dee Rolph Family 
Fund • Debra J. Romberger 
• Rose Hill High School 
Green Club • John H. Ross 
III • Elizabeth Roth • Mark 
S. Roupe • Leonore Rowe • 
Margery Rowell • Norman & 
Laurie Rue • Virginia & Gary 
Ruedebusch • Rick & Kim 
Rutter

S
Lesa & John Sailor• Stephen 
J. Sanders • Art & Carolyn 
Sandquist • David & Lois 
Sauer • Ken & Helga Sauter • 
Ruth Sawin • Ginger & Charles 
Scalet • Judith Scammon • 
Cynthia & Robert Schendel 
• Mathias A. Scherer III 
• Brenda K. Schewe • 
Angela T. Schieferecke • 
Richard Schindler • Emma 
Schmaltz • Menno & Doris 
C. Schmidt Endowed 
Fund of the Hutchinson 
Community Foundation • 
John Schmidt • Anthony 
Schmidt Family Foundation 
• Sondra L. Schmittgens 
• Carl Schmitthenner • 
Diana C. Schnapp • Mark 
& Janice Schonwetter • 
Dick & Barbara Schowen • 
Deborah M. Schreier • AJ & 
Jane Schwartz • Maureen 
Scribner-Read & Sullivan 
Read • Kathleen & Gary 
Sebelius • Keith G. Sebelius 
Foundation • Doug & Nancy 
Sebelius • William Sells • John 
W. Severe • Joseph Sevick 
• Kay A. Shanks • Stuart & 
Diane Sharp • Anne Shaw • 
Jill Shelley & David Baldwin 
• Xinglei Shen • Bob & Joan 
Sheverbush • Christine L. 
Shields • Eldon Shields • 

Thomas M. Shields • 
Elisabeth & 

Steve Shouse • Alex 
Shrimpton • Douglas Silva 
• Daniel A. Simon • Fred & 
Sharon Simpson • Terry A. 
Sinclair • Marilyn Sjogren • 
Barrie Smith • Tammy Smith 
• Michael L. Snider • Betsey 
& Rick Solberg • Lowell 
E. Solien • Sommerauer 
Charitable Fund • Charles & 
Jeanne Sosland • Matthew 
Soto • Beth Spencer • Richard 
H. Spingler • Melanie Sporer 
• Janet K. Sprecker • Stanley 
Spurrier III • E. A. & Mary 
Louise Stahl • Don & Karen 
Stallard • Rochelle Stander 
& Bruce Schwartz • Gary J. 
Stangler • Noel R. Stanton • 
Marissa Starke • Mac Steele 
• Peggy Steffel • Geena 
Steffens • Eddie R. Stegall 
• Thomas & Betsey Stehm • 
Beverly A. Steiner • Jean L. 
Steiner • Andrew Stephenson 
• Paul D. Stephenson • Stifel 
Charitable Inc. • Robert J. 
Stilley III/Stilley Family Fund 
• James & Chong Stone • 
Mikel L. Stout • Harold Stover 
• Glen R. Stramel • Patricia M. 
Stratton • Joan C. Strickler 
• Eric & Ruth Stromberg • 
Jack L. Stuber • Bill & Bo 
Stueck/The Stueck Family 
Foundation • Bill Sutton 
• Phaedra A. Svec • Joy 
Swallow & Brian Ball • Ellen 
E. Sward • Becky L. Swart • 
Daniel & Katherine Swenson

T
Bonnie C. Taylor • Micheal 
Taylor • Kelly L. Taylor-
Bhagat & Sne Bhagat • 
Steven Tenny & Veronique 
Stough • The Signatry • Jim 
Thilking • A. Victoria Thomas 
• Roger A. Thomas • Christine 
Thomison • Amie Thompson 
• Max C. Thompson • Joan M. 
Toben • Topeka Community 
Foundation • Mary A. 
Torrence • Stephen & Joanne 
Tramel • Patrick & Theresa 
Trapp • Dale Trott & Vickie 
Trott • Linda & Kermit Trout 
• Linda S. Troutfetter • Don 
& Mary Troyer • Deonne 
Trudeau • Truman Heartland 
Community Foundation • 
James Tuggle & Sherry Weir-
Tuggle • Roy & Carolyn Turney

U
Elizabeth & George Ulbrick 
• J. Trevor Ulbrick • United 
States National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation • Erik 

Unruh • LeRoy & Trish 
Unruh 

V
Marjorie & Lynn Van Buren • 
Vanguard Charitable • Martha 
A. Vanier • Alice A. Vernon • 
Gregory & Melissa Vessar • 
Regis L. Vialle • Eric Vidoni • 
Mary D. Virden • Joel Vogel • 
Annette Voth & Daryl Regier • 
Eric A. Voth

W
Hugh T. Wagstaff • Jennifer 
Waldeck • John & Deborah 
Walker • Dwane & Velma 
Wallace Foundation • Walmart 
Foundation • Walnut Ridge 
Land Trust II, Ltd. • Everett 
L. Ward • Steven Warren & 
Eva Horn • Jeffery Wary • 
Donald K. Watkins • George 
E. Weeks • Wegner Family 
Foundation • Pat V. Wegner 
• Audrey V. Wegst • Thomas 
& Jane Weilert • Kathryn E. 
Welch M.D. • Elizabeth Wells • 
Eugene G. Wendt • W. Alan & 
Jan Wentz • Steve & Randee 
Werts • Phyllis G. Westover 
• Wetlands America Trust, 
Inc. • Frank & Helen Wewers 
• Joshua Whisnant • Allison 
W. White • Jeff & Amy White • 
Susan M. White • Zach White • 
Charles W. Whitmore • Penny 
Wika • Mike & Linda Wildgen 
• Mary Jo Williams Charitable 
Trust • Wade L. Williams • 
Lloyd & Beth Wilson • Lauren 
J. Wilson • Margaret L. Wilson 
• Sandra C. Wilson • Wingfield 
Farming, LP • Greg & Dina 
Wingfield • Anthony Wingrove 
• Amy L. Winters • Gregory & 
Ardith Woertz • Thomas W. 
Wojtech • Hoyt H. Wood Jr. • 
Donald Wood • Gary C. Wood 
• The Thomas & Sally Wood 
Family Foundation • Hunter 
Woodhall • Barbara Woods • 
Mary Wray • Cora Wright 

Y
Judith B. Yale • Jay & Lisa 
Yoder • Craig Yorke & Mary 
Powell • Lauren R. Yoshinobu 
• Younkin Family 

Z
Dan M. Zimmerman • Ina K. 
Zimmerman
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Thank You, Legacy Club!
The following Kansas supporters have made a lasting commitment to conservation by including The 
Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.

A - C
Rob Aiken & Ann Miner • 
Ward Allen • Carol Anderson 
• Sharon Ashworth • Mary A. 
Bacchus • Sara Baer • Morgan 
& Kory Barrett • Jean E. 
Barton • Michael J. Bayouth 
• Bill M. & Diane Beachly • 
Douglas Beech • Brad & Libby 
Bergman Family Foundation 
• Gary J. Bjorge • Anne & Bill 
Blessing • William L. & Carol 
F. Bloom • Carol R. Bonebrake 
• Ray Booth & Mary Ureste-
Booth • Patrick W. Boyarski 
& Betsy J. Morrison • Alice 
Boyle & Robert Rosenberg 
• William F. Bradley • Jr. • 
Marguerite H. Braun • Ruth 
E. Britton • Carole Brown • 
Elizabeth & Greg Burger • 
Patricia L. Butin • Kenneth V. 
Butler • Mildred L. Caldwell 
• Scott D. Capes • Kevin L. 
Carril • Colette A. Carson 
• Karen Casebolt & John 
Conner • Colleen C. Clark 
• Clark H. Coan • Stephen 
& Margie Coberley • John 
Cougher • Pamela Cress • 
Catherine C. Crichton-Reed • 
Mark Crow

D - F
Elizabeth & Frank Daniels • 
Donna Ann Davis • Evelyn L. 
Davis • Faye & Mike Davis • 
Rob Davis • Craig A. Dawson • 
Cynthia C. DeCamp • Beverly 
Delladio • Curtis & Kathleen 
Demuth • Linda & Warren 
Dieffenbach • Laurence A. 
Diehl • Sylvia R. Dillon • Gabie 
Dominiq • Charles E. Downing 
& Carol O. Fields • Bill Dwyer 
• Gordon & Beverly Elliott 
• Roger Ellis • Katherine 
Fairleigh • Michael K. Farrell • 
Eugene D. Fleharty • Christy 
Ford & Michael Q. Bily • Joel 
Frederick • John & Nina 
Fricke • Charles Frickey 

G-I
Glenn W. Garneau • Catherine 
E. B. Goering • Raymond 
Grieshaber • Marilyn Shore 

Grisham • Ken Grotewiel & 
Jennifer Johnson • Anthony 
& Dana Gythiel • Lori 
Haberman-Wilson • Gary 
& Carolyn Haden • Brenda 
Hafner & Alexandra (AJ) 
Strong • Sarah E. Haines • 
Mark Hall • Suzanne Hamilton 
• Sandra & Philip Hannon • 
David & Janet Hanson • Kelly 
& Tanja Harrison • Michael 
Haynes • Jerry Heeter • David 
W. & Jane S. Henry • Ruth 
& Charles Herman • Deb & 
Rudy Herrmann • Sharon L. 
Hettinger (nee Simons) • Gary 
F. Hicks • Shirley Hill • Ethan 
Hirsh • Dianna Hofflinger • 
Doris & Richard Hoopes • 
Jack K. Horner • Gerald & 
Mary Hughes • William T. 
& Laurel Hughes • Clarice 
Hunter • David & Cindy 
Huston • Vernon & Margo 
Imes • Dr. Michael & Ms. 
Bonnie Ingram • Barbara & 
David Isaacson

J - L
Corliss & Joe Jacobs • 
Russell Jacobs • Curtis 
and Joelyn James • Gary D. 
Jeffrey • Richard A. Jensen • 
Carmen & Howell Johnson • 
Carol Jolly • Michael Jones • 
Pamela Kelley • Joan Kenney 
• Jim Kessinger • Karen Lee 
Killough • Royce M. King 
• Ingrid Kircher Nietfeld • 
Carolyn Kloth • Dr. Bethany 
& Mr. David Klug • Kelvin 
& Laura Kolb • Margaret & 
Tad Kramar • Joseph E. & 
Muriel J. Krause • John C. 
Leatherman • Matthew & 
Tandy Leinwetter • Nancy 
Keim Lengel • Judith A. 
Lindquist • Lonetta L. Lollar 
• Penelope Lonergan • Daniel 
& Lynne Lonnquist • Meleda 
& John Lowry • Bill & Peggy 
Lyons

M - P
Julie M. Macaulay • Robert 
Mann • Connie & Harold 
Marshall • James E. Mason 
• Barry C. Mayhew • Karen I. 

McCulloh • Harry 
W. & 

Donna R. McDaniel • Thomas 
& Kathryn McKee • William 
R. McKeighan • Craig & Terri 
McManus • John & Rachel 
Miller • Karl Miller • Mark L. 
Miller • Mark & Cathy Temme 
• Mary Mira • Cynthia Mitchell 
• Roxana Montgomery • Jim 
& Margaret Moore • Eric 
& Shanny Morgenstern • 
Paul J. Morrison • Margaret 
Muenzenberger • Carol F. 
Mundy • Joyce A. Murrell • Jo 
Ann Myers • Laura K. Nash • 
Dan A. Neely • Tim Norman 
• Gary Northwall • Bill & Jo 
Ouseley • The Jeffrey K. 
Page Trust • Nathan & Sonia 
Paulson • Michael Peleg • 
Lori B. Pendergast • Keith & 
Sharon Penner • Fred Pfeiffer 
• Mr. Jim Pierce • Dr. H. Eileen 
W. Porter • Lois Porter • 
George & Alice Potts • Paul T. 
Prince • Karl Prinslow

Q – T
Richard & Jo Randolph • 
Phyllis A. Ranum • Charles 
& Merry Rayl • Ann Redmon 
• Kimberly B. Reene • Drs. 
William & Linda Richter • 
Bill & Erma Riley • Michael 
and Carol Robbinson • Ruth 
Rodden • Malcolm S. Romine • 
Rena K. Rouse • Norman Rue 
• Jill Rust • Charles Sanders 
• David & Lois Sauer • Ruth 
Sawin • Janice M. Schaeffer 
• Steve Schaumburg • 
Mathias A. Scherer III • Dr. 
Brenda K. Schewe • Paul 
E. Schiffbauer • Diana C. 
Schnapp • Sharon Scott • 
Doug & Nancy Sebelius • 
Mark A. Semet • Margaret L. 
Sheen • Jill Shelley & David 
Baldwin • Gwen Shirkey in 
honor of Angie Sosdian • 
Steve & Elisabeth Shouse 
• Ruth Shults and Charlie 
Bradley • Corinne G. Silvert 
• Terry A. Sinclair • Living 
Trust • Julie Smiley • Celia 
Smith • Kathleen Smith 
& Frank Barthol • Kent & 
Sharon Smith • Chris Smith 
• Stephanie M. Smith • Kay 
Sommerfeld • Julia & David 
Soxman • George C. & Mary 
L. Spratt • Stan & Joan 
Stallbaumer • Florence 

O. Steffens • Paul D. 

Stephenson • Marni Stevens 
• Sharon M. Stillwater • Jerry 
W. Stogsdill • Dean Stramel • 
George E. Strecker • Brenda 
Hafner & Alexandra (AJ) 
Strong • Kenneth Stumpe • 
Denise Swiercinsky • Kristine 
& Jim Swords • Richard S. 
Taylor • RADM & Mrs. James 
T. Taylor • David H. Thiel 
& Sarah Goodwin-Thiel • 
Musia N. Thornton • Theresa 
Townley • Tanya J. Treadway 
& David P. Jones • Dale 
Trott & Vickie Trott • Linda 
Troutfetter • Don & Mary 
Troyer • Sara Tucker & Ronald 
Evans • David and Betty 
Turner

U – Z
Hugh T. Wagstaff • Renee 
F. Walker • Danny & Janeen 
Walters • Garry Waterman 
• Donald K. Watkins • Bill 
& Mary Watson • Kenneth 
A. Webb • Mary & Stanley 
Weeks-Halbert • Patricia 
& Arthur Wegner • Paul K. 
Weidhaas • Tom and Jane 
Weilert • Clyde F. Wendel • 
Paul K. West • Deborah F. 
Wilkinson • Karen L. Willey 
• William R. Winkler • Dr. 
Valerie F. Wright & Dr. Simon 
E. Malo • Joe & Charlene 
Yager • Huei-Chi Alice Yang • 
Ina K. Zimmerman

Create your    
conservation legacy
Many of our members choose 
to make a gift to The Nature 
Conservancy through their 
wills, trusts, retirement 
accounts or life insurance 
policies. Find out how making 
a plan can have extraordinary 
benefits for you and our world.

(877) 812-3698
legacy@tnc.org 
nature.org/legacy

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY CANNOT 
RENDER TAX OR LEGAL ADVICE. 
PLEASE CONSULT YOUR FINANCIAL 
ADVISOR BEFORE MAKING A GIFT.
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Front Image: Stars over Little Jerusalem © Bruce Hogle 
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