In My Backyard

A Three-Part Docu-Series on Climate, Community, and Collective Power

In My Backyard is a three-part documentary series that highlights frontline, community-driven
solutions to climate change rooted in joy, resilience, and collective action. The series journeys across
the United States, with each episode anchored by a narrative thread that begins in Chicago, the
hometown of the host.

Each episode explores a central theme such as biodiversity preservation, green job creation and
grassroots activism, and spotlights how frontline communities are transforming climate challenges
into opportunities to build stronger, more vibrant backyards (vs. neighborhoods).

At its heart, In My Backyard is about climate defenders and the land that shaped them. In
neighborhoods long overlooked, communities are planting seeds of justice through acts of
restoration, resilience, and renewal, sparking a movement for lasting change.

The mission of the series is to elevate local, actionable solutions that foster collective well-being and
environmental resilience, while empowering the next generation of climate advocates ready to lead
from within their own communities.
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Concept

In My Backyard is a celebration of community-driven
solutions that tackle climate change and cultivate
thriving environments.

Highlighting frontline communities, the series follows
activists and community leaders as they confront
environmental challenges at the community level.

Each episode features a diverse cast of individuals
working to create spaces where people and nature can
flourish together.

Told in three 20-25 minute episodes, In My Backyard
journeys across the country to highlight powerful
personal narratives around three central themes;,
preventing biodiversity loss, creating green jobs and
grassroots mobilization.



Director’s Statement

My connection to nature began under a single tree on my block in Chicago’s
South Shore. It was the only green space | had growing up, and it shaped both
my love for nature and my understanding of how joy can persist through
hardship.

While children across the city explored forest preserves and lakefronts, my
community carried inhalers, traveled miles for groceries, and lived alongside
polluting industries. We faced environmental injustices that made our
neighborhoods especially vulnerable to climate change. | saw firsthand how
decisions made far from our communities shaped our health and futures.

In My Backyard draws fromm my journey as a youth climate and environmental
justice activist. Learning about climate change helped me connect public health,
infrastructure inequities, and environmental harm. Our asthma was not bad
luck. It was the result of where polluting industries were placed.

This series is a story of joy, resilience, and leadership. It celebrates frontline
communities protecting ecosystems, creating green jobs, and organizing for
change, inviting audiences to see these communities not as victims, but as
leaders of a more just and sustainable future.
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Episode 1
Grassroots Activism










Roishetta Ozane, Lake Charles, LA

In Lake Charles, Louisiana, Roishetta Ozane is
organizing her community at the intersection of
climate justice, racial equity, and disaster response. A
lifelong resident of Southwest Louisiana, Roishetta
founded The Vessel Project in response to repeated
climate disasters that left working-class and frontline
communities without adequate support or
representation.

As a mother, organizer, and advocate, Roishetta
works directly with residents impacted by
hurricanes, flooding, and industrial pollution,
building systems of care rooted in mutual aid, policy
advocacy, and community power. Her leadership
reflects a broader movement driven by people who
experience climate impacts firsthand and refuse to
be excluded from decision-making.

This segment highlights grassroots organizing as a
critical climate solution, showing how lived
experience, collective care, and local leadership are
reshaping what resilience looks like on the frontlines.




Episode 2
Create Green Jobs













Episode 3
Prevent Biodiversity Loss
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