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Site Overview

Great Egret Marsh Preserve consists of more than 150
acres of marsh and surrounding upland in Ottawa County
across the road from East Harbor State Park. The pre-
serve’s marshes are part of the West Harbor Basin, a long,
backwater that geologists
believe was once the channel of the Portage River. As the

narrow pool of Lake Erie

last wave of glaciation receded and Lake Erie’s water level
rose, the river naturally rerouted itself to empty into the
lake at Port Clinton. Great Egret Marsh Preserve, and the
surrounding West Harbor Basin, is a haven for waterfowl
and wading birds. One of the preserve’s defining features,
great egrets, congregate here in abundance. The large,
white, wading birds native to this part of Lake Erie can of-

Characteristic Species
Bald Eagle Trumpeter Swan Great Egret Great Blue
Heron Muskrat Spotted Sandpiper Green Frog Mink
Pickerel Frog Northern Water Snake Mallard River

Otter Yellow Warbler Qi

Marsh
Wren

Bur-reed

Sora

Snapping Turtle

Trail Access

Inter-Marsh Loop Trail — an easy 1.2 mile loop trail between
the marsh units allows for wildlife viewing in the marshes
and reforested upland area

Hours & Use

Trails and canoe launch to West Harbor are open dawn to
dusk

For your safety, please be aware of any posted rules & notices
Boats are prohibited in marsh units, fishing access from
walking trails only

No motorized vehicles or bicycles permitted on preserve
trails & grounds

Travel Directions

From State Route 2, take State Route 269 North. After 2.5
miles, turn right onto State Route 163 East / State Route 269
North for about 12 mile. Turn left onto State Route 269
North / North Buck Road for about 34 mile. Turn left onto
Buck Road 139A. Entrance to the preserve will be on your
right.

GPS coordinates: 41.540989, -82.822400

The Nature Conservancy is the leading conservation
organization in the world. We are an international, non-
profit organization, and our mission is to preserve the
lands and waters on which all life depends. The Nature
Conservancy in Ohio was established in 1958 and has
helped protect more than 60,000 acres of important land
and waters. For more information about us and our pre-
serves, please visit nature.org/ohio or contact us:

6375 Riverside Drive, Suite 100, Dublin, Ohio 43017
Telephone: (614) 717-2770

Email: ohio@tnc.org
G E T I N v O L VvV E D

Like Us on Facebook: facebook.com/
ohionatureconservancy

Follow us on Twitter: @nature_ohio
Volunteer: nature.org/ohio/volunteer

Share Your Photos: nature.org/showusyourohio
Become a Member: nature.org/membership

Explore the Outdoors: nature.org/ohio/openpreserves

in case of emergency dial 911
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