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Legislative context: RED Articles
15(a) (b) and 16(b) (c)

NATIONAL SPATIAL 
MAPPING FOR RE

RENEWABLE ACCELERATION 
AREAS (RAA)

Mapping of areas necessary for 
national contribution towards EU 
2030 RE target (including RAAs)

RE maps adopted by 21 May 2025 to 
meet at least MS national contributions 

towards EU 2030 RE target

Permit granting (potential grid 
upgrades/expansions excluded from 

permitting time) for individual 
projects limited to maximum 24 
months for outside of RAAs, 12 
months for projects on RAAs 

Start of 
permitting 

process within 
45 days

Start of 
permitting 

process within 
30 days

Developer 
applies for a 

RE project

OUTSIDE 
RAA

ON 
RAA

RAA designation proposal

Relevant authorities

SEA

RAAs adopted by 21 Feb 2026 as a 
subset of “mapping of all areas 

necessary for 2030 targets”
+

By 21 May 2024 MS may declare RAAs 
as “already been designated areas” for 

projects stuck in the pipeline 
(emergency regulation)

Mitigation toolbox 
for RAAs

Screening of projects on 
RAAs by relevant authorities Permit approved

NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT

Permit Accelerated EIA to 
be concluded in 6 months

POTENTIAL  
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT



Europe Renewable Energy Siting
Community of Practice (CoP)

33

Why?1 National/regional siting technicians 
responsible for spatial planning for 
renewables and/or Renewable 
Acceleration Areas.

11 siting technicians involved across 
the EU and Western Balkans, with a 
focus on onshore wind & solar PV. 

2 3Who? How?
A technical, collaborative and non-
political safe space to learn about 
best practices, experiences, scientific 
advances, gaps, challenges, and 
enabling conditions. 

Collaborating through online 
workshops and one in-person 
workshop (held April 2025). 

European Member States are tasked 
to map potential renewable energy 
areas and designate specific 
Renewables Acceleration Areas by 
Feb 2026. 

TNC convenes the CoP to enable 
technical exchanges of country-
specialists.



CoP coverage

Observer institutions



Thank you!
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