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Nature’s Talking.
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DearFriends: 
   Nature communicates with us in many ways—in the glow of fireflies in the summer, in the crunch of leaves in the fall. 

In wind and waterfalls, in blossoms and birdsong. And from our very first days on this Earth, we learn how to listen 
to this language without words; to use our bodies, our instincts and our senses to tune into the cues nature 
provides.  

Often, when nature speaks to us, it’s a signal that change is coming . . . that a new season is on the horizon. As 
a child, I learned that spring had arrived when I could hear the hum of bumblebees searching for wildflowers. As 
spring gave way to summer, nature spoke to me in the sweetness of raspberries picked directly from the bush. In 
autumn, a cool breeze on my face meant it was time to take our wool sweaters out of the closet. And I remember 
watching anxiously out my bedroom window for the first snowflakes to fall and signal the start of winter. 

Right now, nature is speaking to us again as more change comes our way. But this time, the language 
is different, and the message is far more urgent. The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut is witnessing 
events that, until recently, were not imaginable. From the catastrophic flooding that brought destruction 
to towns and cities right here in northwest Connecticut and Vermont, to the devastating Canadian 

wildfires that darkened our Connecticut skies, to the Maui wildfires that happened far across the 
country in the Pacific Ocean. Each of these events had an irreversible impact on both nature and 
human life. And in each, what we hear is not an invitation—it is a desperate cry for help, as we are 
confronted with the dual crises of climate change and biodiversity loss.   

The question we must ask ourselves is: How will we respond?

Thanks to the tremendous support from each and every one of you, and our partners here in 
Connecticut and far beyond our borders, I am proud to say we’re finding ways to answer nature’s 
call. In the following pages, you’ll read about how we’re working on climate mitigation and 

adaptation solutions, while also creating safe havens—in oceans, on lands and in rivers and streams—
for the thousands of species threatened by biodiversity loss. We are also leading new accessibility efforts 

that recognize the many different ways people connect with nature, and honoring those differences with new 
programming, visitor amenities and partnerships. 

Each of these efforts is a response to nature; in each, we say: “We hear you. We are listening. Help is on the way.” 
And each of these projects is possible because of you. 

As nature signals to us that it’s time for a new chapter—one that is asking us to be bolder and braver than we’ve ever 
been before—we respond with a promise to nature and ourselves, not just with our words, but with our actions, to protect 
the lands and waters on which all life depends.

Yours in nature,

 

Dr. Frogard Ryan

State Director and Interim Northeast Division Director 

Dear Connecticut Friends:
As Global Managing Director of The Nature Conservancy’s “Protect Nature” strategies, I hear Nature’s voice all over the world. Nature is talking to us and telling us that 
now is the time to step up, go bigger and be bolder than ever before.

I know you in Connecticut are hearing the same thing. 

The theme of this Annual Report—“Nature’s Talking. We’re Listening.”—is timely and poignant. It’s what The Nature Conservancy has always done. If we listen closely, 
her message is unmistakable: We have to be bold in this pivotal decade. 

Nature’s voice comes to us most clearly through the weather: record-breaking heat, devastating wildfires and unprecedented incidences of droughts, flooding and 
storms. Her voice comes to us through the evermore-silent forests as we’ve lost more than 3 billion birds the last 50 years. Her call for action is in the scarcity of 
freshwater affecting biodiversity and people in far too many places. And her voice is heard in communities from Kenya to Mongolia to southern Alabama where I grew 
up and Connecticut where you live, telling us, “Do something, now, before it’s too late.” 

At The Nature Conservancy, we are listening and believe there is 
hope. We are laser-focused on outcomes that will combat the 
biodiversity and climate crises—two existential challenges that 
are inextricably linked. Whether working in Indonesia to protect 
forests threatened by logging, delivering new and fully financed 
marine protections in the Caribbean, or advocating for policies 
to deploy offshore wind energy in Connecticut, our collaborative 
work, with a wide range of partners and stakeholders, uses some 
of the most innovative and at-scale tools ever—such as Nature 
Bonds and Project Finance for Permanence. We are making 
a difference. And we are doing this as One Conservancy, not 
bound by state or country lines, working towards one set of goals 
for this decade.   

We will continue to listen to nature and accelerate bold action.  

You are listening and I am, too. 

We can only do this work because people like you, our 
Connecticut supporters, are advocating, donating and 
volunteering to protect the lands and waters we depend on for 
survival. Thank you. 

In partnership with nature and you, 

Dr. Jeffrey Parrish

Global Managing Director for Nature Protection

State Director’s Letter Letter from the Global Managing Director for Nature Protection
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Listening Through Science 
Just as nature can speak to us in thousands of different ways, there are just as many 
ways to listen. It can mean sitting quietly in a park, waiting to hear what passing warbler 
might be singing in a tree nearby. It can mean spending time in your garden and sinking 
your hands into the earth. It can mean taking a child outside to search for animal tracks 
in the snow. At The Nature Conservancy here in Connecticut and around the world, we 
use science to listen to nature. Through carefully collected data, we observe how plants, 
wildlife and habitats are changing. And increasingly, we are using social science to 
better understand—and change—human behavior. 

In this way, The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut has been listening to nature for 
decades. Recently, we’re hearing something new: nature speaking in the urgent sound 
of alarm bells. Our logbooks show 100-year records being shattered in the form of 
unprecedented rainfalls, high temperatures, wildfires, high tides, ocean temperatures 
and melting sea ice. Our databases reveal populations of insects, migratory birds and 
other wildlife disappearing. 

Without any words, nature is talking to us—screaming at us—to take bold action. And 
because each and every one of us is a part of nature, not separate from it, we must 
listen carefully and respond accordingly. 

One of the most effective ways we can do this is to give 
a voice to nature, to use what we’ve learned through 
science to speak up and speak out on behalf of the 
plants, wildlife and places we love, who have no words 
of their own. This year, as you’ll see on the adjacent map, 
that’s what we did across Connecticut. And we asked you, 
our supporters, to not only listen to nature but also to 
heed its call to invest in its—and our—future. 

CONSERVING THE LANDS AND WATERS 
ON WHICH ALL LIFE DEPENDS

Nature speaks, warning us with 
record-high temperatures, melting 
ice caps and glaciers, horrific forest 
fires, devastating f looding, and the 
destructive fury of multiple hurricanes 
and typhoons. TNC listens and 
takes action to confront the causes 
and mitigate the consequences of 
climate change. We must all engage 
in this most demanding and critical 
conservation issue of our time.

- Allen Rosenshine, TNC in CT Former Board 
Chair and Current Marketing Counsel

What You Can Do

Volunteer with TNC in CT

Switch to and support green energy

Use public transit or ride a bicycle

Plant native plants in your yard or 
on your balcony

Participate in community science 
projects

Write a letter to an elected official 
or local publication

Invest in conservation through your 
continued support of The Nature 
Conservancy globally and locally 
and our partners

2023 AT A GLANCE:

We completed GIS mapping for 
“The Flow Project in Bridgeport,”
a partnership designed to replace 
impervious surfaces with bioretention 
in our most developed areas. 
Read more on page 6.

In collaboration with Connecticut 
Public Broadcasting Network,we 

assembled a blue-ribbon, diverse panel 
of conservation experts—including 

oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle—
that was featured in The Nature 

Conservancy in Connecticut’s signature 
event, Nature Talks, in March 2023.

We led guided hikes and installed a 
new digital kiosk at Lucius Ordway 
Pond/Devil’s Den Preserve, making 
the visitor experience more safe, 
more accessible, and more informed. 
Read more on page 11.

We protected more than 345 acres of critical forest habitat in the Berkshire 
Wildlife Linkage in Northwest Connecticut—an important section of the Northern 
Appalachians—one of four global focal places that have been prioritized by 
The Nature Conservancy. Read more on page 8.

We worked with partners and 
volunteers to install reef balls in 

strategic locations along the Thames 
River from New London to Norwich. 

This ecological engineering stabilizes 
shorelines, provides nursery habitat for 

aquatic life, and protects waterfront 
infrastructure. Read more on page 7.
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Finding the Flow in Bridgeport
On a hot summer day, a sudden thunderstorm darkens the sky. Thunder booms, lightning flashes and torrents of rain pour onto streets, parking lots, alleys 
and rooftops. With nowhere to go, the rain floods the gutters, drains and sewers designed to hold it, until it eventually begins to overwhelm the system, 
resulting in sewer backups, damaged homes and businesses or worse.

We’ve seen this kind of intense rain event happen here in Connecticut, in New England and around the world. And as the climate changes, even more are on 
the horizon. 

But imagine a scenario where those hard, impervious surfaces are replaced with rain gardens, wetlands and other natural infrastructure to store and  
filter the stormwater. To allow it to trickle slowly down into the soil, removing impurities along the way, so that it is clean, clear and ready to begin its  
journey all over again.

This is the goal of The Flow Project. Together with numerous partner organizations, TNC is looking to add green space to urban areas across Connecticut to 
soak up stormwater, improve water quality and provide other benefits to communities. Currently, TNC and partner organizations are focusing on bringing 
bioswales—carefully designed gardens nestled among sidewalks and parking lots—to the West Side and West End of Bridgeport.

I feel privileged to be part of 
TNC’s important work to protect our 
environment and sustain it for future 
generations. I hope to do my small 
part in the vital effort to safeguard our 
amazing nature and wildlife.  
By opening our minds and hearts to 
what Mother Nature communicates,  
we can all find our own way to 
contribute and make a positive impact, 
for example through recycling our 
waste, increasing use of public 
transportation and avoiding pesticides 
and other harmful products. 

Also This Year
We focused on the Community Resilience Building 
(CRB) process conducted in partnership with 
Yale University. CRB provides a safe and inclusive 
“anywhere at any scale” approach for community 
members to co-create resilience action plans 
with municipalities, academic institutions 
and supportive organizations. Through this 
community-driven process, participants identify 
top hazards, current challenges, strengths and 
priority actions to improve their community’s 
resilience to natural and climate-related hazards 
today and in the future. Today, CRB is trusted by 
close to 500 communities across 14 states now on 
a path to greater resilience, sustainability  
and equity. 

As more of Connecticut’s tidal wetlands are lost 
each year to erosion, development and rising sea 
levels, we worked with partners, donors and 
volunteers to install reef balls in partnership 
with Connecticut College in the Thames River. 
These hollow-core, pH-neutralized concrete balls 
can help trap sediment and create new reef 
habitat, which protects shorelines and provides 
habitat to numerous wildlife species. Through 
these efforts, we have installed more than 300 
reef balls in the Thames and are in the process of 
identifying new sites for future projects.

“A bioswale abuts sidewalks and guides water off 
the street in order to collect runoff, soak it into the 
ground and filter out pollution, while simultaneously 
diverting this overflow from the sewer system,” says 
Drew Goldsman, Urban Conservation Director in 
Connecticut. “But they have additional benefits, from 
battling the heat island effect, to providing habitat for 
birds and pollinators, to increasing access to nature 
in urban areas.”  

At the start of the year, TNC and partners focused on 
GIS mapping to get a better understanding of where 
bioswales could be built in Bridgeport. We identified 
120 locations where installation would not only be 
feasible, but would have a measurable and positive 
impact on water quality and flood mitigation. After 
an in-field assessment, TNC and partners narrowed 
the list to 100 potential sites, which we are currently 

presenting to key stakeholders, including 
residents, for their input and feedback.

To that end, as part of The Flow Project, 
TNC and partners have held several events 

to engage residents, hear their 
stories, learn about their goals 

for the neighborhood, 
and find ways to 
collaborate. The 
events included street 

mural paintings and a tree 
planting effort that brought 
40 trees to streets and yards 
across Bridgeport.

- Ama Amoah, TNC in CT Trustee
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TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE
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Linking Lands for Wildlife in  
Northwest Connecticut
While nature is sounding alarm bells in many parts of the country, 
as you step into the Berkshire Foothills, part of the Appalachian 
Mountains in the Northwest part of the state, you’ll hear something 
different. In the call of red-tailed hawks, the scent of wildflowers, the 
flow of cold-water rivers and streams and the dramatic sight of moose 
and picturesque summits, you’ll hear and see signs of hope. 

The lands located between the Connecticut River and the New York 
border are known as the Berkshire Wildlife Linkage, part of The Nature 
Conservancy’s global “Focal Landscapes” initiative, which also includes 
similar landscapes in Kenya, Indonesia, and Brazil. This geography 
has an estimated 75 percent forest cover and includes the most 
intact forest ecosystem in southern New England. It not only provides 
essential habitat to plants and wildlife today, but will play a key role 
in fighting the dual crises of climate change and biodiversity loss 
tomorrow and in the years to come.

“The Berkshire Wildlife Linkage is part of what TNC calls the ‘Resilient and Connected Network,’” explains Sarah Pellegrino, Connecticut Land Protection 
Manager. “These are undeveloped habitats across the country that are able to withstand the impacts of climate change, which means that by protecting 
them now, we give plants and wildlife a chance to move through these corridors and find new places to call home as the climate shifts.”

In 2023, we worked with partners and generous donors to add even more acres to the Berkshire Wildlife Linkage. We’re listening, Nature! 

The first donation from Holley Atkinson and Stephen Plumlee consisted of 330 acres of land in Winchester, which will more than double the size of the 
existing Silas Hall Pond Preserve. Silas Hall Pond Preserve is part of a large network of open space, including Winchester town watershed land, land 
trust and other privately protected land, and Algonquin State Forest.

In addition, Julia Wilson and Eric Wilson had donated 16 acres in Canaan to expand Wangum Lake Brook Preserve, where TNC has already protected 
435 acres (through a combination of ownership and easements). The preserve is close to an extensive complex of more than 7,000 acres of protected 
land that includes Housatonic State Forest, Canaan Mountain, Robbins Swamp, and TNC in CT’s Hollenbeck Preserve, among others.

“The communities of Northwest Connecticut have a long tradition of embracing land conservation,” says Connecticut State Director and Interim 
Northeast Division Director Dr. Frogard Ryan. “Working with area partners, individuals and communities, The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut spent 
much of 2023 identifying the best opportunities for land protection in the region. We are thrilled to announce these new land donations, which will help 
us protect Northwest Connecticut’s important forest and wetlands habitats.”

Also This Year
We co-hosted the inaugural Long Island Sound 
Coastal Watershed Network Summit 2023: 
Funding and Strategies to Tackle Local Water 
Pollution. The event provided an opportunity 
for more than 100 environmentalists, educators, 
elected officials, scientists and concerned 
citizens to hear presentations on a variety of 
approaches to improving local water quality 
and accessing related funding. The 600-member 
Network brings together communities, groups 
and individuals working to reduce pollution 
loads that harm Long Island Sound’s rivers, bays, 
and coastal habitats.

We formally joined the Long Island Sound River 
Restoration Network, a coalition of conservation 
practitioners working to remove and upgrade 
human-built infrastructure that impedes the 
natural flow and function of streams such 
as dams, bridges and culverts. Many of these 
structures disconnect access for fish and wildlife 
to their breeding, feeding, and nursery grounds. 
We’re proud to be helping the Network address 
these issues and accelerate the pace of river 
barrier removal by sharing information and 
resources, engaging dam owners, and helping 
identify and raise funds for future dam removal 
and culvert replacement projects.

ADDRESSING BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Long Island Sound is a small body of water 
compared to the world’s oceans, but it is a big 
part of our Connecticut lives. You might start 
your day at dawn in a kayak and end sailing 
to dinner on the coast. Maybe a ferry takes 
you to an island for swimming. Or maybe you 
just want to sit sof tly at the beach, listening 
to the waves. Water calms, invigorates, and 
relaxes. No mat ter how you enjoy the water, 
you enjoy the water.  

- Susan Bevan, TNC in CT Trustee
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Sowing Seeds of Inclusion
Communing and communicating with nature don’t look the same 
for everyone. Different people have different experiences with 
nature depending on a variety of factors. For some, nature is the 
lone tree growing in a sidewalk planter on their block that lowers 
the summer thermometer. For others, nature is a public park or 
beach to cool off or watch the ocean in awe. Those fortunate 
enough to have a deep relationship with nature are more likely 
to be active participants in her conservation. That’s why we are 
listening to and learning from the many voices who are speaking 
up on behalf of our lands and waters here in Connecticut, across 
the country, and around the world. And in doing so, we’re finding 
new ways to connect with people at our preserves and project 
areas, and new ways to protect them for future generations.  

This story began when The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut 
identified the need to enhance and more efficiently support safe 
and inclusive access to our local preserves. In response to these 
needs we launched an internal, cross-functional Accessibility 
Implementation Team (AIT). Last year, the AIT selected a few 
priority projects that would improve not just physical access but 
also community access to our preserves and information about them. 
We received internal funding through TNC’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Justice (DEIJ) Action Fund for some of this work, which—when 
combined with private philanthropic support—have enabled the seeds 
of this effort to take root in many different ways. For example, we are 
translating informational materials into Spanish, and we have adopted 
an interactive and arts-based approach to community events that 
helps us understand what kinds of engagement opportunities appeal to 
potential preserve visitors. 

Also This Year
We updated the website and installed a new 
digital kiosk at the Lucius Ordway Pond/Devil’s 
Den. This change provides visitors with relevant 
conservation and safety information in English 
and Spanish, as well as collects feedback that 
will inform future improvements. Preserve staff 
also hosted guided hikes with free safety kits for 
attendees and visitors throughout the summer. 
These activities are led with the goal to improve 
safety at the preserve and recruit volunteers to 
help out with preserve maintenance.

Students from the Franklin Academy_a school 
for students with unique learning styles_joined 
TNC in CT for an educational program and guided 
hike at our Burnham Brook Preserve, where they 
helped build bluebird houses as part of their 
Capstone Project. This outreach was made possible 
through a grant from the Community Foundation 
of Middlesex County. 

PRIORITIZING EQUITABLE 
CONSERVATION

We all experience nature from different perspectives and experiences. Whether it ’s through a 
long jog along a tree-lined path or a slow amble along the shoreline, each of us can discover some 
restorative power in nature. And when we can really tune into what an ecosystem is telling us, we 
can bet ter understand what nature might need from us as well.The Nature Conservancy is the 
preeminent organization for advocacy and action when nature itself cannot be directly heard by all.

- Dr. Robert Javonillo, TNC in CT Trustee

At the core of much of this work is the understanding that inclusive access to nature begins with listening to 
the needs not only of nature but also of communities, developing authentic relationships, and building trust.  
“Over the course of recent tabling events, we became familiar with organizations that might be interested in 
partnering with us and started building relationships through organic conversations,” explains Sophie Duncan, 
Equitable Stewardship Manager. “One of these is with Doreen Abubabkar of the Community Place-making 
Engagement Network (C-PEN), which is based in the Newhallville Neighborhood in New Haven.”

This summer, the AIT worked with C-PEN to support the West River Watershed Conservation Crew, which 
provides environmental job-training for youth and young adults in Newhallville and facilitates transformation of 
community green-space at the West River, through a series of events and workshops both at the West River and 
our Burnham Brook Preserve.

The DEIJ Action Fund combined with donor support also allowed our team to provide the West River Watershed 
Conservation Crew with materials for community photography workshops that documented the possibility 
for transformation at the West River, as well as outdoor exploration materials that supported the needs of the 
program.

Investing in this work is critical to better connecting people and nature. We look forward to working with, 
listening to, and learning from more communities of people to make the places stewarded and protected by 
TNC in CT safer and more inclusive—while aligning with the ecological needs of our lands and waters on which 
all life depends.
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Saluting Our Supporters
The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut wishes to thank the following donors for their support and service in fiscal year 2023.  This list represents those who have 
contributed at least $1,000 between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023 to the Conservancy’s local, national and international conservation work.                                                                                                           
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Anonymous (2)
Community Foundation of 

Middlesex County
The Late Helen Hamlen
Helen and David Jaffe 

/ The Jaffe Family 
Foundation Ω 

Anne M. Mulcahy Ω 
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Mr. and Mrs. Steven Kohn
Dr. Robert Kruger and Ms. 
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Clemente Foundation

Mr. Edward J. Lechowicz
Ms. Margaret W. Lee
Kevin Lehman
Michael S. Levine and 

Carolyn W. Levine
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Mr. Francis J. Nestor
Mr. and Mrs. David Newell
John Niedzwiecki
Elizabeth Nigrosh and 

Mark Nigrosh
Ms. Indra Nooyi and Mr. 

Raj Nooyi
Mr. Brian Ochs
Richard and Lynne Olson
David G. Oxenstierna
Joan Packer Ж

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Palmisano

Mr. and Mrs. David Parker
Ms. Dale A. Parsons Ж

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Perrie
Mrs. Martha M. Peterson

Mr. Robert J. Pettit
Ms. Patricia Pickard
Karen Pittelman
Ms. Jane Plant Ж

David and Barbara Preston 
Ω Ж

David Pritchard / Pritchard 
Family Foundation

Kyle M. Puhl
Mr. Robert Pulford
Steven Pullen
Dr. Martha J. Radford
Alison Ratliff and Philip 

Ratliff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reed
Paul Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

du Pont Roosevelt
Harold J. Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 

Ross Ж

Ms. Jane L. Roth
Alex Rothchild
Dr. Marvin Schnur and Mrs. 

Jane Schnur
Karla Schultz
James Schwartz and Sallie 

Schwartz
Gail M. Schwartzkroin
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Setlow
Ms. Purvi P. Shah
Ms. Sirely V. Shaldjian
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Shaw
Mr. Paul J. Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shiller
Sieg R. Siegele
Robert B. Sienko
Dr. John Silander and Mrs. 

Nancy Silander Ω 
Mr. Bruce D. Simonds
Carol Simpson and Bob 

Hewey
Dr. David Skelly and Ms. 

Lauri Freidenburg Ω Ж

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Slane
Sorenson-Pearson Family 

Foundation

Ms. Linda L. Spatz
Robert Spaulding and Tova 

Clayman
Stephen Spector and 

Charla Spector
Ms. Pamela M. Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Stebbins
Mrs. Joan A. Steitz
Mr. and Mrs. John H. 

Stetson
Mr. and Mrs. William 

Stoddard
Ms. Norma Stoltman
Karen Stone and David 

Schulz
Carol Story Ж

Mr. and Mrs. John Stover
Ms. Susan A. Strobel
Ms. Catherine J. Stroup
Jonathan Sturman and 

Kathy Sturman
Ms. Tamara A. Sutfin
Ms. Anne H. Swift
The Chaney Family 

Foundation
Margaret H. Thomas
Neal Thomas and Kathy 

Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. David 

Thompson Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Thompson
Mr. Stuart Thompson and 

Ms. Tiffany Masterson
TJ Whalen Memorial 

Foundation, Inc.
Steve Tomlinson
Douglas Traver
Mr. Charles T. Treadway III
Mr. and Mrs. John Turner
Mr. and Mrs. David Ulmer Ж

Lana Ursprung and Cecil 
Ursprung

Janet Valentine and Jeffrey 
Valentine

Vanguard Products 
Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. David 
VerNooy

Viking Global Foundation
Patricia Wales Ж

Ms. Mary G. Ward
Ms. Jane M. Waugh
Mr. and Mrs. David 

Waxman
John Wells and Ellen Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Wesler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert West
Alexander Westphal and 

Rebekah Westphal
Whitney and Anne Stone 

Foundation
Ms. Sarah Whittemore
Ms. Ellen M. Wightman
Michelle Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

Willis
Mr. Sean A. Wimpfheimer 

/ The Wimpfheimer 
Foundation

Mr. Peter G. Witkin
Jim Xhema
Joanne Ziesing / Pritchard 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Zucker

LEGACY CLUB
Anonymous (35)
Victor and Cathy Alfandre
Ms. Heather E. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. S.C. Amidon
Mrs. Louise K. Amidon
Jean M. Anderson
Richard Anselmo Jr.
Ms. Andrea Argyros
Paul A. Armond Jr.
Ms. Frances C. Ashley Ω

Peter J. Auster and Lisa C. 
Wahle Ω

Ms. Betsy Austin
Ms. Sandra Ball
Beth Barrett and Cynthia 

Camargo
Mr. Chris Bartholomew
Mr. Mark Basile and Mr. 

Steven Schnepp
Vasil Batsu
Ms. Tricia Bauer and Mr. 

Bill Bozzone
Joanna Baymiller
Loftus E. Becker
Claudia Bemis and Robert 

Weinstein
Jeffrey Bieber
Frank Bifolche
Liv K. Biron
Virginia D. Bitting

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Black
Diana N. Blair
Sandy Blake
Leigh A. Bonney and Larry 

K. Ritzhaupt Ω

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Booth
Janet E. Booth
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowers
Judith Bragg
Sandra Bramhall
Vincent and Rosemarie 

Brancato
Garry D. Brewer
Adrienne Brimlow and 

Chris Lynch
Ms. Lynne Brooks
Jennifer and Michael 

Brown Ω

Ray Cabana
Kathleen Cairns
Canales Family Ω

Rhonda Canby and 
Alexander Gunn II

Georgia S. Carrington
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Case
Ms. Claire O. Cashman
Jennifer Charlebois
Jane Chesnutt
Mr. Ronald W. Clark
Nancy Cohn
Rosemary Contin
James Coon and Lois Coon
Daniel and Paula Coughlin
Richard S. Crane
Thomas Crider and Mieke 

Maas Crider
Mr. David J. Cronin
Wayne Crossman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Crown
Mr. David Gonci and Ms. 

Noreen Cullen 
Ms. Jan Cunningham
Tiffany B. Cunningham
Patricia De Renzo
Vincent Diana and Rosa 

Diana
Brenda Diego
Andrew and Barbara 

Dohan
William O. Doll
Edward Dowling
Patricia Doyle
Christine Dreton
Mr. and Mrs. John 

Edgecomb
Franklin W. Eichacker
Karen A. Ellsworth
Mr. Robert L. Estep
Miss Maria J. Fargeorge
Ms. Joan L. Faust
Kenneth and Mary 

Feathers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fetzer
Emily J. Fielding
Ms. Lisa Fielding
Tom Finan and Donna 

Eriksen
Susan H. Fisher
Lowell Fitch and Lisa 

Bafumo
Dana and Elizabeth Foster
Ms. Barbara J. Fraser
Mrs. Katharine F. Gaillard
Lizanne Galbreath
Bruce Glaser
Mr. David M. Gliserman
Andrew Good
Miss Genevra Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 

Gorman
Amanda Gott
Ms. Jeri Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. 

Grassi Ω

David F. Gregorski
Ms. Laurel K. Griso
Mr. Evan S. Griswold and 

Ms. Emily T. Fisher Ω

Ms. Edith Griswold
Gwen Haaland
Margaret Haggerty
Mrs. Claire G. Hall
Ms. Dawn Handschuh
Kathryn Hanlon
Kathleen Hartford
Jan E. Heckman
Penelope and Raymond 

Heller 
Lauren Emily Henderson
Robert W. and Lorna Lamb 

Herdt
Carol S. Heubeck
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hewitt
Jennifer G. Hillhouse
Norman and Priscilla Ann 

Hillman
Lynne Hills and John 

Underhill
Karen Hinch
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Hirsh
Toni Hobbins
Bernice Hobbs
Dr. Kent Holsinger and Bill 

Cannon Ω

Ms. Evan C. Hoogs
Ms. Amy Hopkins
Roberta Hudson
Constance Huebner and 

Richard Kummer
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hurley
Jane Jablonski
Mr. Robert A. Jaeger Ω

Ms. Alice B. Jansen
Mrs. Muriel K. Jarmak
Kristin L. Johnson
Ms. Kristine Johnson
Bryan Johnson
David L. Johnson and Anita 

Krzykoski
Mr. and Mrs. John Karabec
Mr. Geoffrey Kaufman and 

Ms. Penny Parsekian
Mr. James J. Keller and Ms. 

Candice M. Chirgotis
Stanley C. Kemmerer
Richard E. Kent
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 

Kenyon Ω

Suzanne G. Kerr
Kenneth and Judith Kidd
Shirley Kiefer
Ms. Nancy C. Kindell
Mrs. W. R. Knapp
William Kobak and Cynthia 

Kobak
Mrs. Myra Kreiman
Bob and Elise Kremer
Mary Ann Kulla
Ms. Catherine M. Ladnier 

and Mr. John M. 
Robinson

Mr. Jon C. Lafleur
Sus C. Landis
Alison Lane-Reticker
Kim Larrabee and Robert 

Maietta
David Reardon Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. C. Leaman
Linda M. Leavens
David R. Lesieur
Mr. John Leslie Jr. and Ms. 

Caroline Pech
John and Ellen Levinson Ω

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lewis
Steven M. Lewis
Mariliz Licata
Mr. Stanton L. Lipson
Mr. Bruce Lively and Ms. 

Ann Rutherford
Dr. Philip Livingston and Dr. 

Lucy Hann Ω  
Mrs. Harry J. Long
Mrs. Nancy Long
John T. Loprinzo
Mr. Henry D. Lord Ω

Lawrence and Dana 
Lunden

Sara B. Luongo
Mrs. Joyce P. Lyons
Walter and Pauline Lyons
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy 

MacGregor
Craig M. Machado

Mr. and Mrs. David 
Malchman

Ms. Patricia Malcolm-
Alling Ω

Ms. Margaret Malval
Linda Manning
Frank and Linda Mantlik
Sherry Marousek
Stephanie Marshall
Jane E. Martin
Ms. Patsy Mason
Steven J. Mason
Mr. Samuel D. Matos
Carol J. Mawhinney
Patrick and Mira McAree
David and Ingrid McCauley
Marcia N. McDonnell
Ms. Mary Lou McGuire
Peter McKnight
Tim McMullen and Sheryl 

McMullen
Ms. Maryellen McMurray-

Plette
Ann M. Meacham
Margaret Gartner Merrill
Ms. Margery Meyer
Clifford Mickett
Mrs. Virginia Miller
Todd Miranowski Ω

Ms. Paula Modeen
Judy and Jeff Moeckel
Dr. Michael D. Mollow
Mr. Donald J. Montfort
Miss Franck H. Moore
Mr. William Moore
Mrs. Sue J. Moran
Steven G. Morrell and 

Beverly Y. Schmidt
Ms. Diantha Morse
Phyllis F. Mount
Mr. John C. Murphy
Ms. Mary Mushinsky and 

Mr. Martin Waters
Charles and Michele Nash
Dr. Paul Nebor
Mr. and Mrs. David Nicola
Chris Noll
Ms. Doreen O’Connell
Reverend William J. Olesik
Ms. Elisa M. Olsen
Mr. Stephen R. Olshewski
Thomas F. Olson
Marie Orsini Rosen and 

Philip Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. William 

Osgood
Lawrence Ozga Jr.
Joan G. Packer
Katherine Paddon
Carlos Padilla
Carlos Paduila

Jennifer B. Panosky
Nancy C. Parker
Ms. Dale A. Parsons
Mr. Robert A. Pensak
Mark A. Perkins Esq. Ω

Joanne Perloff
Mr. Paul M. Petro
Carol Reed and Barbara 

Phelan
Steven Piferi
George F. Piper
Ms. Jane Plant
Thomas S. and Halina 

P. Platt
Amanda M. Pond
Donald W. Potter
Ms. Nancy C. Prentis
Mr. and Mrs. David 

Preston Ω

Mr. Christopher Preston
Ms. Elizabeth Preston
Ms. Audrey Price and Mr. 

Michael Whelan
John and Lee Pritchard Ω

Christine Psathas
Carolann Purcell
Mr. Christopher C. Pyne
Lilliam Quinona
Dr. Krishnan Raman
Paul and Anne Rapo
Patricia Rasch
Alanna Rathbone Ω

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Ratner
William Raymond
Miss Julia H. Recker
Rick Reichert
Ms. Joan M. Reitz
Donna L. Reynolds and 

Stephen J. Reynolds
Chris Richter
Cynthia Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Blake 

Robinson
Mrs. Kathryn L. Rockwell
Carlos Rodriguez
Mr. John E. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Rosenberg
Ms. Wendy S. Rosenblum
Ms. Andrea Rosenfield and 

Mr. Edward Konowitz
Allen and Missy 

Rosenshine Ω

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ross
Mark and Rose 

Roszczewski
Mr. Richard Shanahan and 

Ms. Jean Routt 
Clark Ruff
Mr. William F. Russell
Mrs. Ellen Rutledge-Valenti

Frogard and Kevin Ryan
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Sallick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Sandifer
Ms. Zellene Sandler
Elden Sandoval
Tom Sargent
Paul A. Saubestre
Dianne L. Saunders
Ms. Eleanor J. Saunders
Virginia and David 

Schneider
Mr. Philip R. Scholly
Lynn M. Schroder
Deb Seavey
Kenneth S. Sek
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Setlow
Ms. Catherine S. Setterlin
Ms. Susan F. Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Steven 

Shepstone
Alice Sheremeta
Elizabeth Sheridan
Marian Shilstone in 

memory of Frederick 
Shilstone

Ms. Susanne Shrader and 
Mr. Alan Lurie

Jessica Sierra
Corinne G. Silvert
Gigi Simocko-Walker
Christine M. Simon
Ann P. Simpson
Dr. David Skelly Ω

Robin Slane
Mr. and Mrs. W. Smith-

Vaniz
John Sokoloski
Mrs. Ann R. Soltesz
Ms. Michelle L. Spencer
Mr. Bruce A. St. Arnauld
Rhoda Robboy Stamm
Nancy J. Stanek
Thomas E. Stanton
Ms. Dawn L. Starr
Mr. and Mrs. Donald 

Steckler
Mr. Tom R. Stio
Ms. Elizabeth Stone and 

Mr. Matthew Lipson
Carol Story
Bill Strong
Mr. Alexis Peter Surovov
Mrs. Ashton M. Tenney Jr.
Jennifer Titrud
David Totman and Lisa 

Totman
Ms. Irmgard M. Trainor
Lisa A. Tryon
Raoul E. Tschebull
Mr. Robert P. Ulin

Mr. David Ulmer
Amy L. van der Velde Ω

Elizabeth Van Tuyl
Ms. Mary Christine 

Vassallo and the Late 
John A. Vassallo

Marilyn M. Virts
Thomas S. Wadlow
Frederic and Sally 

Wakeman
Patricia L. Wales
Scott and Joan Warren Ω

Ms. Elizabeth T. 
Wassmundt

Steve and Carol Watson
Stephanie Weaver
Myrna Weindling
S. Kimberly Welch Ω

Ms. Lea Gina White
Neva P. White
Ms. Sarah J. Whitson
Lynne Whittle
James and Debra Wickwire
Mrs. Ramsey Wilson
Ms. Laura R. Wirzulis
Ms. DeAnne C. Wyant
Mrs. Christopher Young
Gerald E. Zajac
John A. Zaro Ω

Michael Zea Ω

ESTATE 
Anonymous (6)
Carolyn Conklin
Helen Hamlen
Samuel Rentsch

GRANTORS 
Funding from the U.S. 

Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Section 319 NPS Grant 
Program administered 
by the Connecticut 
Department of Energy 
and Environmental 
Protection

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation 

National Resource 
Conservation Service

TNC DEIJ Action Fund
TNC North America Cities

INTERNS 
Mandy Tran, Yale 

Conservation Scholars, 
Early Leadership 
Initiatives 

VOLUNTEERS
Peter Aarestad
Ansel Aarrestad
Robert Adams
Deeksha Agrawal
Jane Aldieri
Robert Askins
Michael Aurelia
Julie Bailey
David Bingham
Renaud Boldoc
Suzy Boldoc
Eileen Breslin
Lisa Brodlie
Howard Bronson
Paul Bucciaglia and 

Rebecca Batchie
James Buchanan
John Burr
Aaron Caldwell
Gregory Chasko
Farah Codrey
Nicole Crane
Andrea Cuentas
Jill Deans
Danile DeBoo
Melissa DeFranceso
Angela Dimmitt
George DiScala
Ryan Doan
Glen Dreyer
Fatima Dussua
Sebastian Estume
Dorothy Evans
Ana Fabrizio
Leslia Falkowsk
Ann Fisher
Kate Fotos
Michael Fotos
Wes Frank
Elijah Fraser
Joshua Fraser
Bos Frederichs
Katie Fredericks
Liba Furhmann
Joe Gagne
Tracy Gale
Gennesis Gallardo
Steve Gephard
Pam Gerardo
Vashti Gifford
Sanjiv Godse
Amaya Goldsman-

Kosmides
Wren Goldsman-Kosmides
Anna Maria Gonzalez
Jayson Gonzalez
Richard Goodwin, Jr.
Brock Graham
John Granata Jr.

* We make every effort to be accurate. If we have inadvertently overlooked anyone, please accept our sincere apologies as well as our deep gratitude for your generosity. * We make every effort to be accurate. If we have inadvertently overlooked anyone, please accept our sincere apologies as well as our deep gratitude for your generosity.
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Silas Hall Pond Preserve 
is part of our family legacy, 
and we were inspired to 
learn of its importance to the 
Berkshire Wildlife Linkage 
corridor and regional 
climate, wildlife, and water 
ecosystems. We’re happy to 
contribute significantly to its expansion. Now more than  
ever, we must all pay at tention to what Nature tells us, and 
each do what we can to preserve the planet and climate for 
future generations.

- Holley Atkinson and Stephen Plumlee,  
TNC in CT Supporters  

Our respected and beloved Trustee Emeritus Stewart Greenfield, 91, passed away on July 19, 2023. He served on The Nature Conservancy in 
Connecticut’s Board of Trustees from 1992 to 2002 and previous to that served on the Lucius Ordway Pond/Devil’s Den Preserve Advisory Council 
for nearly 20 years.  Stu was a pioneer in every way – as a highly successful business leader, respected political advisor, diehard conservationist 
and generous philanthropist. Born in Brooklyn, Stu earned a bachelor’s degree from Saint John’s College in Annapolis, served honorably in the United 
States Army and had a successful business career, including working at IBM and Sprout Ventures and co-founding Oak Investment Partners and 
Alternative Investment Group. He helped start and fund several early climate technology investment funds and was a pioneer in making business 
more socially impactful and more equitable. At one point in the 1980s, 50 percent of the female partners in the National Venture Capital 
Association worked for Oak Investment Partners. Stu’s TNC legacy will always be his uncanny ability to anticipate change, including the power of 
working globally and the urgency of addressing climate change, decades before others saw this coming. Among his many accomplishments and 
unique qualities, one stands out: his humility.  We thank you, Stu, and will continue on the conservation course you charted.    

Anne M. Mulcahy 
Chair

John Pritchard 
Outgoing Chair 

Eunice Burnett 
Vice Chair

Philip O. Livingston, MD 
Vice Chair

Rodrigo Canales, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair

David K. Skelly, Ph.D. 
Secretary

Eric Bauman 
Treasurer

Ama Amoah

Susan Bevan

Laura di Bonaventura

Jeremy Frost

Joanie Frost

Robert Javonillo, Ph.D.

Darin Latimore, MD

Karen Mehra

Amy van der Velde

Board Fellows 
Rowan Sharkey 

Mandy Tran

Gary Yohe, Ph.D. 
Science Advisor

Allen Rosenshine 
Marketing Counsel

James Prosek 
Art Advisor

STATE DIRECTOR 
Dr. Frogard Ryan

Guy Greene
Chris Hannan
Adam Heckle
Penny Heller
Mark Hiller
Paul Hiller
Janet Ivaldi
Zion Jackson
Richard Jacobson
Jalna Jaeger
Bob Johnson
Cassidy Johnson
Matthew Joyce
Joe Ianiello
Sue Kersten
Erhard Konerding
Aqata Kozak
Billy Kuba
Suzanne LaBranche
Karen Laudano
Emma Leigh
Heather LeMoult
Wying Lin
James Lockhart
Kelly Loomis
Ellen Lynch
Christian Malone
Yvonne Malone
Katie Mann
Kenneth Markosky
Nancy McColgan
Seamus McKeon

Ann Meacham
Jaysa Mellers
Kenneth Metzler
Marcus Milukas
Jeffrey Mishley
Estefani Mones
David Moore
Jeff Moore
Jeff Morgan
Doug Murray
Kate Napolitano
Steven Napolitano
Donna Naser
Alyna Nguyen
Felix Nguyen
Gregg Nolting
Willow Oliveria
Steve Olshewski
Caryn Oresky
Adam Orloski
Oscar Ortega
Dahn Papageorge
Emmanuel Pera
Jared Piatnik
Joe Piatnik
Todd Piatnik
Ernest Pizzuto
Andy Porier
Ewa Prusak
Eimy Quispe
John Ruckles
Denise Savageau

Linda Schroeder
William and Karla Schultz
Robert Scoville
Cathy Setterlin
Debra Silverman
Justin Solis
Steve Solley
Carol Stephenson
Joshua Stephenson-Losey
Erin Stevenin
William Stuart Jr.
David Studwell
Jenny Swadosh
Martha Tonucci
Lynn Tracey
Jen Vickery
Emily Wadsworth
Mya Warren
Ben Weed
Kim Welch
Justin Wiggins
Scott Williams
Chris Wilson
Abby Winter
Joan Winter
Haley Woodard
Joanne Woodard
Pat Young
Sally Zikaras
Laura Zuniga

EVENT SPONSORS, PANELISTS  
AND PARTICIPANTS 
Mary (“Molly”) Ackerly
Ryan Akers
Dr. Khalilah L. Brown-Dean
Eunice and Rob Burnett
Dr. Sylvia Earle
Dr. Camille Gaynus
Nathan Havey
Dr. Kent Holsinger   
Adrienne Farrar Houle
Pete McBride
Dr. Lizzie McLeod
Jennifer Molnar
Dr. Tiara Moore
Mercy A. Quaye
Dr. Frogard Ryan
Ginger Stickel 
Timothy Throckmorton   

PROJECT PARTNERS 
Aquarion Water Company    
Audubon Alliance for Coastal Water Birds
Audubon Connecticut
Bridgeport West Side, West End Neighborhood 

Revitalization Zone
The City of Bridgeport
The Bridgeport Water Pollution Control Authority 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment
Community Place-making Engagement Network
Connecticut Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection 

East Haddam Conservation Commission
East Haddam Land Trust
Eightmile River Wild and Scenic Coordinating 

Committee
Town of Groton 
Groundwork Bridgeport
Long Island Sound River Restoration Network 
Lots of Fish
Town of Lyme
MetroCOG
Mohegan Tribal Historic Preservation 
Mystic River Watershed Alliance
The City of Norwalk
PT Partners
Salem Land Trust
Salmon River Watershed Partnership 
Save the Sound 
Rowan Sharkey and Christy Mueller, Yale School of 

the Environment 
Lynn Stoddard and Jessica LeClair, Sustainable 

Connecticut
Wakeman Boys and Girls Club

IN KIND GOODS AND SERVICES 
Joellyn T. Duesberry Collection
The Late David Marshall      
Earl and Margaret Mummert
The Late Constance Pike         
Stephen Plumlee and Eleanor Holley Atkinson
Eric and Julia Wilson

Thank You, Marie Orsini Rosen,  
for 13 Years of Service to Nature
Marie Orsini Rosen has spent the past 13 
years leading The Nature Conservancy in 
Connecticut’s fundraising efforts. In that time, 
Marie has raised transformative gifts for 
Connecticut, North America, and other 
regions across the globe that have truly 
made our world a better place for people 
and nature.  

As Marie moves onto the next phase 
of life, she will always treasure the 
relationships that she has built with 
you, our most beloved and passionate 
supporters. Thank you, Marie!

Dr. Frogard Ryan

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY IN CONNECTICUT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
IN MEMORIAM

Trustees Dr. Darin Latmore, Susan Bevan, Dr. Phil Livingston, Anne Mulcahy, Ama Amoah, John Pritchard and  
Dr. Rob Javonillo. Not pictured are Eric Bauman, Laura di Bonaventura, Eunice Burnett, Dr. Rodrigo Canales, 

Jeremy Frost, Joanie Frost, Karen Mehra, Dr. David Skelly and Amy van der Velde  
as well as Board Fellows Rowan Sharkey and Mady Tran.

* We make every effort to be accurate. If we have inadvertently overlooked anyone, please accept our sincere apologies as well as our deep gratitude for your generosity.
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The TNC in CT Team (L to R), back row: Michael Davidow, Ben Croll, Sophie Duncan, Kieran Runne, Ann Budzynski, Will Kenny, Erica Anderson, Adam 
Whelchel, Sarah Pellegrino. Front row: Marie Orsini Rosen, Diana Nguyen, Martha Rice, Jessica Cañizares, David Gumbart, Wayne Woodard, Nathan 

Frohling, Holly Drinkuth, Frogard Ryan, Minna-Marie Murphy, Emily Hadzopulos, Drew Goldsman, Cynthia Fowx, Laura Weinberg.  
Not pictured here: Timothy Clark, Caitlin Cleary, Chris DeFiore, Kristie Giannetto, Shelley Green, Manuela Higuita, Ratan Koneru, Cary Lynch, Gary Reeves, 

Isaias Rodriguez, Laura Shail.   Photo © Isaias Rodriguez/TNC
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