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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

Together, we find a way.

That’s The Nature Conservancy’s slogan for
our “One Future” campaign for conservation.
A livable climate, healthy communities,
and thriving nature: this is the one future
The Nature Conservancy envisions.

How do we get to this future? The only way forward is together.

Together, we are celebrating ten years of our work with farmers to

make row crop agriculture more sustainable. As you’ll see on page ten,
Nebraska is part of TNC’s larger effort to engage producers and communi-
ties to accelerate food production practices that improve the health of
land and water.

Together, we are forging greater relationships with Nebraska’s tribal
nations, learning valuable Traditional Ecological Knowledge and sharing
our resources. In this report, you’ll hear from Brandon Cobb, Nebraska’s
Indigenous Partnerships Program Manager, whose work contributes to a
global effort to transparently collaborate with Indigenous peoples whose
lands encompass much of the world’s biodiversity, and whose knowledge
and leadership is essential to enduring conservation.

Together, we protect wildlife by buying strategic tracts of land. You'll
read on page four about our latest Platte River acquisition, knitting
together even more habitat in our prairie complex. TNC’s work has helped
protect approximately 15 million acres of land in the United States, and
we continue to add strategic tracts where they matter most, protecting
natural areas at an unprecedented scale.

Together, we confront the climate crisis head on, working with
communities and policymakers to ensure cleaner air and less vulnerability
to flooding and heat waves. Our staff and Trustees here in Nebraska and
across the nation are more engaged than ever to share the best available
science and to create, implement, and advocate for policies that support
healthy natural systems.

Together, we are deciding what kind of Nebraska we want to leave to
our grandchildren. It is humbling to see the lists of donors, Legacy Club
members, tributes, and current and former Trustees — all of you who have
raised your hand and said, “Someone should do something, and that
someone is me.”

I am so grateful to be part of an organization doing ambitious, creative
work across the globe, and Nebraska is on the leading edge so often.
What we are doing together matters to us, and matters to the world.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

s ”—

John Cougher, Nebraska State Director



KEES HOOD SAYS: As the Fellowship draws to a close,

the prairie resembles how it did when we arrived. The green
grasses and flowers of every color of the rainbow have gone
dormant, leaving the prairie a mottled brown. As other colors
become scarce, you learn to appreciate how much variation
exists in a dormant prairie — rusty reds, chocolate, straw
yellow, ochre. Even the calls of sandhill cranes, the sound |
most associate with my early months on the Platte, ring out
again as migrating groups fly over on their journey south. I've
spent time contemplating the Fellowship as fall turns steadily
into winter.

The Fellowship has been a firehose of new information,
places, and things. I've learned so many names, both those of
plant and animal species and names of many different tools
and techniques. How do you tell apart big bluestem from sand
bluestem? What's the difference between a UTV and an ATV?
What do those acronyms mean? What's patch-burn grazing?
I've also had the pleasure of learning the names of so many
people dedicated to conservation inside and outside
Nebraska, both in TNC and our partners. When the right
species, management tools, and people come together,

you get this thing we call conservation.

Being a part of The Nature Conservancy has allowed me to
understand just how much goes into conserving biodiversity
in Nebraska and the world. | spent my pre-fellowship
academic life learning the pieces of the puzzle - what each
individual species is, the conditions they succeed in, whether
something is native or nonnative — and using scientific
techniques to find where pieces go. Even conservation at the
smallest scale requires looking up from our quadrats and not
just considering the wider biological context but also the
social and economic systems around us as well —the table
our puzzle is built on.

For better or for worse, everything is connected, and TNC's
efforts reflect this by working for biodiversity on many scales.
As a Fellow, I've learned about high diversity restoration
techniques that meticulously rebuild diversity on a few acres
and TNC's climate work preserving the atmosphere upon
which all life depends.

I don't know where I'm going next, but | do know I'll be
bringing what I've learned along the Platte with me. TNC
Nebraska, our partners, and the prairie have been great
teachers —and | want to put their lessons to good use.

FELLOWS

A PRAIRIE YEAR

THE 11TH CLASS OF HUBBARD FELLOWS SHARES THEIR REFLECTIONS

The Nature Conservancy is proud to host the Claire M. Hubbard Young Leaders in
Conservation Fellowship Program — a one-year program for selected recent college
graduates in conservation-related fields. It is designed to provide a comprehensive set of
experiences working with a conservation organization and to bridge the gap between
school and career. Fellows are housed at The Nature Conservancy'’s Platte River Prairies
Preserve in Wood River, Nebraska.

CLAIRE MORRICAL SAYS: When | began the Hubbard
Fellowship with a full year of learning ahead, | was thrilled.
While my past internships were wonderful, their short
duration was frustrating. You spend three months absorbing
everything you can. And then, right when it feels like
everything is clicking into place, your time is up.

But my GOODNESS, how much we've packed into a year! I've
learned the plants and patterns of Platte River Prairies. I've
scraped at the profiles of soils laid down hundreds of years
ago. I've helped set the prairie ablaze and watched it re-
emerge verdant and unbothered. | can run a skid steer now!

Now it's October. There are only three months left in the
Fellowship and all | can think is, “Everything was just clicking
into place. If only | could have one more year!” Apparently,
learning is a lifelong process.

As it also turns out, when you experience a place intimately
for a year — greeting cows in the morning, sipping teain a
bluestem sea, watching eyes glow in the grass at night — it
tends to tether itself to your heart. | started this Fellowship
feeling a little lost in the winter prairie, like moving into a
neighborhood to find everyone gone on vacation. But | met
the neighbors, visited their homes, and we took care of each
other. Now as plants brown and winter creeps nearer, the
prairie feels full of easy slumbering sighs, and it feels

like home.

It's hard to spend a full year on the Platte River Prairies and
not feel how human it is. It's an ecosystem that's always
collaborated with people. As we've spent time with Chris and
Cody on the preserve, we've seen how their stewardship
philosophies layer themselves over the landscape. Then you
meet the staff who ensure we can continue stewarding our
preserves and who bring them to others — people who have
such a fierce love and hope for the prairies of TNC and of
Nebraska. You meet volunteers and researchers who've found
something specific that endeared them to our preserves —
the butterflies, the pocket mice —and kept them coming back.
Layers upon layers of perspective, creating something that is
uniquely the result of this collective of individuals, human and
non, like a really good baklava.

Looking to the next year, | can't wait to meet new neighbors
and create new tethers, like the ones that tied me to
Nebraska's prairies and people.

THIS PAGE: TOP: Kees, left, and Claire, right, at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC.
NATURE.ORG/NEBRASKA 2



Brandon in fire gear during a fire training
exchange with Cheryl Martinez, National
Congress of American Indians External

Partnerships program. © Elizabeth Azzuz

How do you describe your role at TNC?

I would describe my role as being a
resource, both to our tribal partners but
also to other TNC staff. Ultimately, | work
on behalf of our tribal partners, supporting
their goals and ambitions in whatever way
[/TNC can. It's a job that constantly has
me thinking about new ideas and ways of
working. | split my time between the field
and the office, being available for on-the-
ground support but also being a resource
for planning, funding, and brainstorming.

How did you get interested in
Indigenous conservation?

[ think | knew | would end up working
with either my Tribe or Indigenous
communities at some point, but it was

my independent project of hosting the
Nebraska Intertribal Conservation Summit
as a Hubbard Fellow that solidified my
commitment to working in Indigenous-led
conservation. The summit brought my
two worlds together in one event; all

the environmental education | had
received in college combined with my
lived experience and desire to do good

in Indian Country really made me feel

like this is what | needed to be doing and
where | fit. The summit proved that as

a chapter, we were ready to be good
partners and I'm happy to say that since
then, | think we've done exactly that.

FIVE QUESTIONS
WITH BRANDON COBB

Writer Jill Wells sat down with Brandon, TNC's Indigenous
Partnerships Program Manager and citizen of the Cherokee
Nation, to talk about his work in Nebraska and beyond.

Tell us about your role in
prescribed fire.

I split off a quarter of my time

to work with TNC's Indigenous
Peoples Burning Network (IPBN).
As a team member of the IPBN,

| help support the connection

of Indigenous cultural fire practi-
tioners across the U.S. and spend
time training myself in both cultural
fire and fire suppression. This
training allows me to be supportive
of the fire objectives of our tribal
partners here in Nebraska along
with being able to support the fire
programs at our preserves.

What's been one of the highlights
of the last year?

One of the biggest highlights of
this last year has been seeing our
tribal relationships grow beyond
the “strictly business” phase. Being
invited into cultural spaces, getting
calls just to catch up and brain-
storm, hearing the good and the bads, it's really made me feel like we've gone beyond
what one might expect out of a working relationship with a large organization like The
Nature Conservancy. The work happening on the ground is great and can always serve
as a highlight, but feeling like we're welcomed into the work in a greater way signals to
me that we've built sustainability into the program and will continue to achieve those
on- the-ground impacts even through shifting winds. When so many other organizations
and agencies struggle to even build a sustainable relationship, feeling like we've
achieved that here makes me incredibly proud of our team.

Trustee Stacy Laravie and Brandon with fossilized wood
found at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Amanda Hefner

How do you see the Nebraska program strengthening our relationships with Tribal
Nations in the year ahead?

In many ways, | think the best way to strengthen our relationships and the Nebraska
program as a whole is just to keep doing what we're doing. We've developed a model here
of what it looks like to work in right relations, and while that model is never rigid and

no one tribe is the same as the next, we're showing that with a foundation of care and
consideration towards our partners, we can show up and support them in new and
unique ways. So much of how we operate our Nebraska program is by letting our partners
sitin the driver’s seat, and that allows us the opportunity to be better listeners and better
supporters of the work and projects identified.

Special thanks to the Mammel Family Foundation and the Sherwood Foundation for supporting Brandon's work.
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WELCOME TO THE
LEHMANN TRACT

NEW ACQUISITION ADDS TO PLATTE RIVER PRAIRIES COMPLEX

The Nature Conservancy has acquired the 240.6-acre Lehmann tract, located in
Hall County, for $1,625,000.

This purchase adds 40 acres of grassland adjacent to the Platte River Prairies Preserve
(see map). An additional 200 acres of cropland provide a buffer to the protected lands.
TNC will manage the grasslands as part of the conservation complex; they will provide
stream buffer habitat for several conservation targets, including sandhill crane roosting
habitat and several native prairie communities. TNC will implement regenerative
practices on the row crop portion of the tract to minimize water and fertilizer use and
impacts to water quality.

“The conservation benefits of the Lehmann tract acquisition will expand beyond the
property itself by increasing connectivity of critical habitat, and by complementing
conservation holdings — ours and our partners — along this part of the Platte River,”
said John Cougher, State Director.

The land is part of the main spring stopover habitat for the midcontinent population
of sandhill cranes and for the highly endangered migratory whooping cranes. These
species use grasslands and crop lands within the river valley as important feeding and
loafing habitats.

"This property also shares a greater prairie chicken lek with our current TNC land
adjacent to it,” said Chris Helzer, Director of Science. “There is a group of prairie
chickens that displays along the border between our current land and the Lehmann
tract. Sometimes they're on our grassland, sometimes they're on the Lehmann tract.
It's just one more reason we want to ensure this piece of ground stays open.”

The priority at the Platte River Prairies Preserve is to prevent wet meadows and grass-
lands from being converted into other uses that would diminish their ability to store
soil carbon (a natural climate solution). Creating and sustaining habitat heterogeneity
and sustaining species diversity maintains ecological resilience, which helps mitigate
the impacts of climate change.

"We are still fundraising for this acquisition, but know that protecting land through
ownership is something many of our members are passionate about,” said Sara McClure,
Director of Development. “Anyone interested in supporting this habitat work is invited
to call me at (402) 342-0282 x 2."

Martin's Reach
WMA

Hall

J—-

0025 05 | 1Mies Adams

@ Lehmann Tract
. TNC Preserves

() County Line

TOP: Wet meadow. © Rich Walters/TNC
RIGHT: Grassland portion of the property.
© Rich Walters/TNC
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Wooly locoweed (Oxytropis lambertii) at TNC’s Cherry Ranch Watching migratory sandhill cranes come into their evening
in the Nebraska Panhandle. © Chris Helzer/TNC © roost on the Platte River in the evening. © Chris Helzer/TNC

Frost and ice at the Platte River Prairies wetland restoration. Lesser earless lizard at the Niobrara Valley Preserve.
© Chris Helzer/TNC i © Chris Helzer

Milk snake after sunset at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. Roundheaded bushclover and restored prairie at the
© Chris Helzer/TNC © Platte River Prairies. © Chris Helzer/TNC
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SNAPSHOTS

Stiff sunflower at the Platte River Prairies. Polyphemus moth (male) at the Niobrara Valley Preserve.
¢ © Chris Helzer/TNC i © Chris Helzer/TNC

Bison calf and mama at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. Prescribed fire at TNC’s Niobrara Valley Preserve, Nebraska.
: © Chris Helzer/TNC : © Chris Helzer/TNC

= :\\\ '\‘\ \

=

Early morning bison at the Niobrara Valley Preserve. Buckeye butterfly at the Platte River Prairies.
¢ © Chris Helzer/TNC ¢ © Chris Helzer/TNC
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BY THE NUMBERS

NEBRASKA
by the Numbers

The Nature Conservancy in Nebraska
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

$6,268,282

Budget

$426,308

Property Taxes Paid

34

Staff

5,520

Member Households

Sharp-tailed grouse on a lek in the Nebraska Sandhills/the
Niobrara Valley Preserve. © Chris Helzer/TNC
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Big Blue Niobrara
Elkhorn Platte

Missouri

' Properties owned and managed by The Nature Cons

1. Cherry Ranch (7112) 6. Bombeck/Ricl
2. Murphy Ranch (1,680) 7. Jacobs/Miller
3. Kelly Tract (1,645) 8. Derr (363)

4. Niobrara Valley Preserve (49,953) 9. Dahms (874)
5. Uridil (860)
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14. Schulenberg/Rulo Bluffs (285)
15. Bachman/Rulo Bluffs (160)

16. Mahlman (71)

17. Kreitman (640)

18. Vineyard (268)

19. Kelly (493)

20. Birdwood Creek/Buckboard Ranch (9,920)29. Little Salt Fork Marsh (173)

21. Horse Creek Fen (3,240)
22. Egelhoff (3,503)

BY THE NUMBERS

N ~N

i
Where We Work
in Nebraska

' Properties owned by the Conservancy
' Properties with easements/restrictions

' Properties the Conservancy has
helped preserve

@ Conservancy Office/Staff

Ecoregions labeled in brown S
o
CENTRAL
TALLGRASS
PRAIRIE IOWA
o Norfolk
oy
v,
Columbus o
iOmaha
=

| ~

79

®Lincoln

=
= £

P, ? Iz
= =
[} 2.
E ®

2

()

=

MO

' > 14

23. Turkey Creek (3,079)

24. Switzer (1,742)

25. Rainforth (153)

26. Mormon Island (1,902)

27. Willa Cather Memorial Prairie (613)
28. Katie Kelly Ranch (320)

30. Cuming City Cemetery (10)
31. Brooks (50)
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FARI\/HNG

E BLUE RIVER

Across the state of Nebraska, nitrate concentrations are found in excess of
EPA drinking water standards in over a third of groundwater wells. Freshwater
ecosystems in the eastern third of the state experience seasonal toxic algae
blooms that shut down beaches and kill freshwater life.

The primary source of that nitrogen? Excess fertilizer from agricultural lands
that leaches and runs off into ground and surface water.

Abating this freshwater nitrogen pollution improves the wellbeing of human
and nonhuman life alike, in Nebraska and beyond. To reduce freshwater
nutrient pollution, TNC is teaming up with farmers to implement nutrient
management practices.

The Farming for the Blue River pilot project geography falls within the Lower
Big Blue River watershed, which includes nearly two million acres of cropland
in southeast Nebraska. This region is a hotspot for nitrate contamination in
the state.

YOUR SCIENCE TEAM AT WORK

In this pilot project, TNC is working with
30 farmers on 4,800 acres to implement a
suite of nutrient management practices.
“These practices can reduce nitrogen
pollution to freshwater ecosystems and
improve farm economics without requir-
ing major changes to a farmer’s row crop
operation,” said Jacob Fritton, Director of
Agriculture. With support, project farmers
can fine tune the amount, time, type, and
placement of nitrogen fertilizer applica-
tion to meet crop needs more precisely.

The thirty farmers who enroll in the project
will receive a combination of Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and project-specific technical and
financial assistance over three years to
implement new nutrient management
practices on 160 acres (i.e., one non-
irrigated quarter-section-sized field)

on their operations. TNC is engaging
enrolled farmers to 1) work with project
leads and local NRCS staff to clarify their
nutrient management goals (including
risks to avoid), 2) co-create a new nutri-
ent management regimen that aligns
with the best available science, NRCS
practice codes, and the realities of their
operations; 3) support farmers as they
apply for Farm Bill funding; 4) receive $10
per-acre landowner incentive funds from
TNC; 5) provide feedback and data to
TNC project leads; and 6) participate in
educational events.

One such practice is cover crop adop-
tion. Cover crops can reduce nutrient
runoff by immobilizing nutrients in their
roots during the non-cropping season
and through direct nitrogen fixation,
which reduces fertilizer input needs.

By integrating cover crops explicitly into
project farmers' nutrient management
regimen, we can quantify the water
quality and financial benéefits of this
increasingly popular regenerative
agriculture practice.

THANKYOU GIVE NEBRASKA DONORS!

GIVE

The Nature Conservancy is grateful for the support of the workplace givers who donate

N E B RAS KA through Give Nebraska, a coalition of 77 nonprofit organizations. Member organizations
offer education, advocacy, and direct services that promote innovative solutions and
enhance the quality of life for all Nebraskans. Learn more at givenebraska.org.

: Farmer Ryan Shaw holds a cover crop © Fauna Creative
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Omaha

Polina Schlott
Crescent, IA

FROM RHODE ISLAND WITH LOVE:
MEET WALTER BOPP

Sometimes you find a place that speaks to you. For Walter Bopp, the Sandhills is such a place.

Walter grew up in the New York City area,
where he made a career as an investment
banker with Morgan Stanley. He raised three
(now grown) daughters to explore and enjoy
nature just as he did, playing in Central Park,
exploring Connecticut forests, and visiting
the New York Botanical Garden.

These days, Walter has been making his way
around the globe.

In 2010, on a trip from New York to Los Angeles
to visit his daughter, he decided to break up his
travel with a journey to someplace he'd never
been... and he landed on Nebraska. “I landed in
Denver and headed for Nebraska,” Bopp said.
“l'ended up in a place called Brule. | decided to
drive to Cherry County, because | recalled
reading in a National Geographic as a kid that
it was the largest county in Nebraska, and there
was only one stoplight. As a city kid, it might as
well have been the moon.”

Walter became fascinated as he drove through
the Sandhills. Once he made his way to Valen-
tine, he discovered the Niobrara River and Fort
Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge... and he was
hooked. “l was entranced with the six ecosys-
tems that come together there,” he said.

Fourteen years later, Walter has been back to
Nebraska a whopping nine times, including
visits to TNC's Niobrara Valley Preserve. He's
brought his wife and most recently a daughter
Lillian (a Ph.D. candidate in forensic psychology
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at UNL) to see the river with him. “I'm glad that
it all came together,” he said. “We got to tour
the Preserve on picnic tables in the back of a
pickup, which is a really cool way to get around.
The buffalo are interesting. We kayaked the river
and we were by ourselves the whole time.”

Walter cares deeply about water and water
issues. "A touchpoint for me is the Ogallala
Aquifer and its protection,” he said.

Conservation of Nebraska's Sandhills recently
inspired Walter to make a generous gift to the
Niobrara Valley Preserve. He worked with
Development Officer Nic Salick, who says,

"Walter is more well-traveled in
Nebraska than most Nebraskans.”

Walter has driven the length of Highway 2 from
Alliance, visited Niobrara State Park, Scottsbluff,
Red Cloud...he's seen the cranes on the Platte
River and Toadstool Geologic Park.

“I think what TNC is doing is wonderful,”

he said. “The protection of the Niobrara River
as a Scenic River and the Sandhills is important.
One of my great thrills is when | get off the road
in South Dakota and start heading south. When
| see the big ‘welcome to Nebraska! sign | stop
and take that in and smile.”

TOP LEFT: © Jenny Qiu
CENTER: Lillian and Walter at NVP. © Nicholas Salick



TRIBUTES: Ju

Thanks to all those who donated in the name of a friend or loved one.

y 2023 — June 2024

The name of the person being recognized is listed first, with the giver’s name below.

IN HONOR OF:

Ginny Collins
Peggy Shirley

Karen & Jim Linder
Michael & Nancy McCarthy

Sara E. McClure
Anne Hubbard

Sara Coffee Radil
Anonymous

IN MEMORY OF:

Joel Anderson
Darla Theobald

Gayle Angus
Roger Angus

Joyce Clark

Anonymous

Julie & Rick Becker

Florence & Stan Christensen
Mary Clark

i © Chris Helzer/TNC

Richard Clark

William & Joan Cole
Dean & Maria Eisenhauer
Diana Eloge

Charles & Mary Ann Erickson
Milo & Georgia Graff
Karen Lee Grano

Jenae Greer

James Griesen

Lorna Johnson

Sandra Langemeier
Deborah & Jeffrey Myers
Glenn & Kathie Neemann
Sharon Nelson

Bob & Sondra Rathjen
Denny Peters

Leigh & Vickie Porter
Nita Schultz

Dick & Elain Sprier
Norma & George Sturgeon
Karen Svehla

Frances Compton
Mark & Lisa Liesinger

Jeff Horn
David & Wendy Goldberg

Bruce Kemp
Vicki & Rod Walker

Jim Kirkpatrick
James Kirkpatrick

Steven W. Kramer, D.D.S.
Jane Kramer

Michael McClellan
Mary Bensalah

Jack Mclintyre
J & T Rother Charitable Fund

Pat Nippert

Sara & Chad Arens

Eunice & Loren Rice

James Stauffer

Aaron Ward & Shannon Wakeley
Gail & Ronald Ward

Rowen & Emily Zetterman
Stuart & Kimberly Zetterman

Mr. John W. Norris Jr.
Lori & Gary Schneekloth

Dr. Andrew G. Rasmussen
Diana Nevins

Mary Ellen Mulcahy

Mary Jo & Cory Chandler

Danny Seibold
Rebecca & James Crofoot

Ms. Sylvia A. Stevens
Dawn Nehls

David L. Swantek
Richard Berthold

Norb Tatro
Farmers National Company

Judy Thoreson
Richard McFayden
& Matthew Stokely

Robert S. Wigton
Deborah Wigton

Troy Wright
Joe & Chris Steele
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LEGACY CLUB

Sharon Ahrens
Santa Fe, NM

Dorothy M. Alexander
Superior, NE

Patricia Alexander
Yutan, NE

Harry & Lois Alward
Omaha, NE

Gayle Angus*
Lincoln, NE

Janet L. Bain
Omaha, NE

Jo Bartikoski &
Don Westling
Omaha, NE

Bill M. & Diane Beachly
Roseland, NE

Michele & Steven Bever
Hastings, NE

Georgia Bihr

in memory of
Keeley J. Bihr
Lincoln, NE

Chad Bladow
Valentine, NE

Lesli Brice
Omaha, NE

Fritz & Robin Buckallew
Lincoln, NE

Thomas A. Burton
Omaha, NE

Karen Campbell
Plattsmouth, NE

Sandi Cardillo
Fort Collins, CO

Ron & Karen Case
Lincoln, NE

Randy & Lori Cassling
Omaha, NE

Dr. Bibie M. Chronwall
Kansas City, MO

Mr. & Mrs.* Richard Clark
Lincoln, NE

Shelley & Neal Clayburn
Lincoln, NE

Joan Clements
Omaha, NE

Hal Cleminson
Omaha, NE

Carole A. Closter
Lincoln, NE

Marilyn Coffey
Omaha, NE

Dr. Jim & Jeanette Commers

Omaha, NE

Stephen & Lara Compton
Bellevue, NE

Warren J. Conner &
Roger Bennett
Omaha, NE

Nebraska LEGACY CLUB

The Legacy Club is a group of Nature Conservancy supporters who have made a lasting commitment to conservation
by making a life-income gift with the Conservancy, or by naming TNC as a beneficiary in their estate plans. The Legacy Club
is a way for us to recognize these profound contributions to The Nature Conservancy's future. We thank our Legacy Club
members for their dedication to preserve the diversity of life on Earth and for their foresight in providing for its future.

Kathleen H. &
Thomas M. Conroy
Lincoln, NE

John Cougher
Omaha, NE
Glenda Cowles
Montrose, CO

Carol Curry
Omaha, NE

Matt & Elizabeth Darling
Omaha, NE

Kenneth &
Helen Deffenbacher
Omaha, NE

Robert F. B. Diller
Steele City, NE

Maurice M. Dixon Jr.
Santa Fe, NM

Sharon Doll*
Lincoln, NE

Robert E. Donahue
Bennington, NE

Ann L. Duey
Omaha, NE

Patrick & Candace Dussault

Lincoln, NE

Duke Engel
Lincoln, NE

Mark & Lorraine Feldhausen

Papillion, NE

Pamela J. Fesser
Lincoln, NE

Christy Ford &

Michael Q. Bily
Batavia, IL

Christine Forslund
Omaha, NE

Dr. Richard &
Sandra Fruehling
Grand Island, NE

Henry C. Furst
Omaha, NE

Michael Gallagher
Omaha, NE

Doug A. Gardels
Adams, NE

Janet & Kurt Geisinger
Lincoln, NE

Cheryl J. Gerkins
Lincoln, NE

Michael Gloor
Grand Island, NE
W. P. Goodin
Omaha, NE

Amanda Gott &
Steven Carpenter
Lincoln, NE

Janet Grant
Denver, CO

Richard Greene
Omaha, NE

Carl & Belinda Greiner
Omaha, NE

Brad & Marla Grier
S. Sioux City, NE

Drs. David & Aileen Gruendel

Grand Island, NE
Ron Gulling
Omaha, NE

Dr. Mace A. Hack &
Rosie Zweiback
Omaha, NE

Dan Hamann
Omaha, NE

Edmund Hamann
Lincoln, NE

Roger & Jackie Harned
Omaha, NE

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Harrison
Omaha, NE

Bernard C. & Susan Hay
Scottsdale, AZ

Warren H. & Betty Hill
Omaha, NE

Tim & Carol Hinkle
Lincoln, NE

Mary Pat & Michael Hoag
Norfolk, NE

Laurie Hodges
Lincoln, NE

Sheila Hoffert
Bellevue, NE

Kristin A. Hoffman
Omaha, NE

Doris & Richard Hoopes
Oceanside, CA

Daniel B. & Mary Howell
Lincoln, NE

Robin Ritchey Huebner
Stanton, NE

Kathy & Howard Jeffers
Omaha, NE

Michael H. Jensen*
Omaha, NE

Tim Johnson
Lincoln, NE

Donna Jordan
Papillion, NE

Dan M. Kahle
Hastings, NE

Wanda L. Kimbrough
Cheyenne, WY

Dennis & Karlene Kingery
Omaha, NE

G.K. Knowles
Omaha, NE

Gregory S. Krebs
Omaha, NE

Jack Kubat
Omaha, NE

Sylvia C. Landers
Norfolk, NE

Julie I. Lanham
Bozeman, MT

William J. Lawton
Grand Island, NE

Deana Liddy
Omaha, NE

Svata M. Louda, Ph.D.
Salida, CO

Becky Lowe & Foster Weyand

Omaha, NE

Charles R. & Ruth Maier
Wayne, NE

John P. Marshall
Lincoln, NE

Carmen K. Maurer
Lincoln, NE

Sara McClure &
Dave Steadman
Omaha, NE

Colleen McCormick
Milford, NE

Gary McDonald

Blair, NE

Todd & Laura McWha
North Platte, NE

Mary Ann Meisner
Lincoln, NE

Jane Moody
Lincoln, NE

John*& Micki Banjoff Moore

Lead, SD

Dawn Nehls
Phoenix, AZ

Kevin & Katherine Nelson
Meridian, ID

Diana Nevins
Omaha, NE

Barbara Nielson
Omaha, NE

Kristi K. Nies
Peru, NE

Glenn & Pat Ohlmann
Seward, NE

Craig D. &
Heather Craig Oldsen
Ponca, NE

Chuck Olsen
Norfolk, NE

Shirley & James Ortman
Omaha, NE

Don & Rita Otis
Omaha, NE

Rodney W. Otley
Salida, CO

Loren J. &
Barbara K. Padelford
Bellevue, NE

Owen & Karen Palm
Gering, NE

Ron & Judy Parks
Papillion, NE

James E. & Melanie J. Peters

Lincoln, NE

Barbara & Lyle Petersen
Mars Hill, NC

Tom & Verla Plummer
Lincoln, NE

Rebecah Propst
Sidney, NE

James F. Pyrzynski
Bellevue, NE
Deborah Qualey
Gering, NE

Cella Quinn
Omaha, NE

JohnD. &
Sharleen L. Ragsdale
Lincoln, NE

Bryan Rettig
Lincoln, NE

Alfred A. Riedmann Il
Valley, NE

William J. Riley
Omaha, NE

Anita Roth
Bellevue, NE

Dana & Lynn Roper
Lincoln, NE

Cathy & Brad Rustermier
Lincoln, NE

Ron & Barb* Schaefer
Omaha, NE

Bernard J. Scherr
Lincoln, NE

Suzanne G. Schreiber
Lincoln, NE

Michael A. Schuldt
Omaha, NE

Jeff & Lori Shaddock
McCook, NE

Vincent Shay
Omaha, NE

Lee A. Shell
Omaha, NE

Keith A. Simmons
Omaha, NE

Jim & Terri Steadman
Lincoln, NE

Bruce E. Stephens
Lincoln, NE

Al & Lois Steuter
Johnstown, NE

Ronda & Ken Stevens
Omaha, NE

Randy & Teresa Stevens
Lincoln, NE

Bill & Katie Stevens
Moab, UT

Barry H. Summer
Omaha, NE

Mr. & Mrs.
Kenneth Swanson
Culbertson, NE

William & Carol Tesar
Lincoln, NE

Dr. Harold* &
Bette Anne Thaut
Beatrice, NE
Carol L. Thomas
Arlington, Heights, IL
Jon O. Thomsen
Grand Island, NE
Wendy E. Thran
Two Rivers, WI
Albert R. Thurman
Bryson City, NC

Kristina Tiebel
Martell, NE

Martha L. Toews
Lincoln, NE

Amy & Edward Tritsch
Elkhorn, NE

J.E. & Amy Van Horne
Omaha, NE

Jim & Nancy VanKirk
Lincoln, NE

Lyle D. & Joyce Vannier
Lincoln, NE

Anne Vidaver

Lincoln, NE

Susanna von Essen
Omaha, NE

Roger & Vicki Voorhees
Hooper, NE

Theresa Wagner
Omaha, NE

Jim Wasser

Walton, NE

Mel Wieben

Lincoln, NE

John &
Nancy Wiederspan
Lincoln, NE

Ross & Judy Wilcox
Lincoln, NE

Mary H. & W. F. Willekes
Grant, NE

Kathleen Wingard &
Alyx Knight
Lincoln, NE

John & Cyndi Woollam
Lincoln, NE

Mike & Gail Yanney
Lincoln, NE

Brian & Karen Yocum
Omaha, NE

Ray & Carolyn Zeisset
Hastings, NE

*deceased



THANKYOU DONORS

THANKYOU

Following is a list of supporters who made gifts of $500 or more to The Nature Conservancy between
July 2023 and June 2024. Although space does not permit listing all gifts, EVERY contribution
directly advances our mission to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.

$500+

John M. & Nanci Adams

Dorothy M. Alexander

Claudia S. Amen

Bonnie J. Andersen

J.F. & Lani P. Angle

Roger Angus

Anonymous (5)

Arbor Day Foundation

Jim & Shirley Armitage

Baer Foundation

Kathy Baer

Zac Baer & Brian Bartels

Jack T. & Lynne J. Baldwin

Jo Bartikoski & Don E. Westling

Ellie Batt & Mark Sherman

Mogens C. & Cindy M. Bay

Kenneth D. & Patricia Beebe

Gary L. & Betsy B. Bennett

Raymond H. Bloomquist

John & Jan Blumer

Kathryn H. Bohling

Walter S. & Marguerite Bopp

David H. Bowman Jr.

Mark J. Brodkey

James G. Bruner

Nanci L. Buckley

Bud & Gloria Wolbach
Foundation

Bill Carle

Janet F. Carlson Geisinger
& Kurt Geisinger

Bruce & Rkachea Carpenter

Christy & Don Carpino

Ronald M. & Karen Case

Randy & Lori Cassling

Jim & Joan Chambers

Lynne A. Chesire

Bibie M. Chronwall

Claire M. Hubbard Foundation

Richard T. Clark

Sharon & Bruce A. Clawson

Carole A. Closter

Jim & Jeanette Commers

Hanni M. Cordes

John P. Cougher

Kathleen J. Crawford-Rose
& Bob Rose

Rebecca J. & James P. Crofoot

Anton L. Curtis
Pamela Daly
Larry Day
Carol S. & John Dennison
Charles T. & Gail M. Dickel
Margaret I. Doig
Donlan Foundation
Margaret L. & Ken Donlan
Paige Duncan &
Jonathan Henning
Duane Engel
Shawn S. & Douglas G. Farrar
The Fellman Family
Fliesbach Family Foundation
Jane D. Fliesbach & Don Rhodes
Steven Folkers
Barbara L. & Charles A. Francis
Kristi Freese
Alison Freifeld &
Kenneth Cowan
Lance M. & Julie C. Fritz
Richard M. & Sandra Fruehling
Dale W. & Patricia Funk
Henry C. & Lorna R. Furst
Mark A. & Paula Garth
Birte T. Gerlings
Gilbert M. & Martha H.
Hitchcock Foundation
Jon L. & Michelle A. Gilley
Michael R. Gloor &
Marie de Martinez
Belinda & Carl B. Greiner
Jean L. Grem
Priscilla C. & Edward S. Grew
GR's Foundation
Dave & Aileen Gruendel
William Henry Haberfeld
Mace A. Hack & Rosie Zweiback
Randall A. & Mary A. Hack
Kenneth J. Hahn
Dan A. Hamann & Joan Squires
Kristine M. Hansen & Mike Cain
Terrel R. & Jill Hanshew
Warren H. & Betty Hill
Linda L. Hillegass & Jim McKee
Tim & Carol B. Hinkle
The Holland Foundation
R.D. & Lisa K. Hollis
Edward & Trish Hotz

Anne M. Hubbard
Hugo A. & Thelma Aspegren
Charitable Trust
J & T Rother Charitable Fund
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Susan M. James
Kathy & Howard Jeffers
Ronald K. & Terri Jex
Ken & Ann V. Johnson
Clinton C. & Pat Jones
Robert L. & Rossell Kelley
Kenneth Hahn Architects, Inc.
Ali Khan
D. W. & Patricia Kingsley
Daniel E. & Carol Ann Klaus
Stephanie F. & John J. Koraleski
Jane Kramer
Shubhasish Kundu &
Monita C. Chatterjee
Jean L. Lahrs
James E. & Diny Landen
Richard & Ruth Laughlin
Lee G. Simmons
Wildlife Safari Park
Marvin J. Liewer
Ed M. & Marg Lincoln
Peggy W. Link
Marian J. Lord
Scott C. & Pamela Lundstrom
Patricia J. Lynch
Mammel Foundation
Carl G. Mammel
James D. Massey
Carmen K. Maurer
Edward W. & Carrie May
Michael R. & Nancy A. McCarthy
John P. McCarty &
LaReesa Wolfenbarger
Caitlin McClure
Sara E. McClure &
Dave Steadman
Janet J. McCrae
McDonald's Corporation
James E. & Martha McGahan
Mike P. & Margaret McMeekin
Sean T. McNamara
Todd R. & Laura McWha
Lynne M. Mills
Bill Minier & Becky Anderson

Jim A. & Cindy Mohl
Janece M. Mollhoff
Jane & Randy Moody
Douglas Morris
Kimberly C. Morrow
Mosby Lincoln Foundation
Mariana Myers
Dawn A. Nehls
Diana L. Nevins
Sharee & Murray Newman
Nicholson Family Fund
Mary Ann Nipp
William Norris
Jon H. Oberg
Shirley M. & James Ortman
Laura A. Ortmann &
Brian A. Barkhurst
Donald & Rita Otis
Owen A. & Karen Palm
Harry Pantos
Dorothy Parker
Dennis E. & Jessica Pate
The Patterson Family Group
Audrey A. & Paul M. Paulman
Richard K. Perrin
Phillip & Terri Schrager
Foundation
Eric D. & Julie Phillips
Neva L. Pruess
Ann M. Quinlan
Randall & Mary Hack Foundation
Neal S. & Deb Ratzlaff
Silvia G. Roffman
Constance M. Ryan
Barbara Sanderson
Bradford R. & Janice Santos
Hope J. Sass
Ron Schaefer
Eric J. Schermerhorn
Polina & Robert Schlott
Terri L. Schrager
Julie M. Schroeder
Alice Schumaker
Mary Seaver
Sharad C. & Rebecca H. Seth
Vincent E. & Cathy Shay
Lee A. Shell
Mary Sue Shoemaker
Todd D. & Betiana Simon

Donna M. & Coyner V*. Smith
Paul G. & Annette Smith
Thomas D. Stalnaker
Katherine F. Starace
James R. & Terri L. Steadman
Bruce E. Stephens
Bill & Katie Stevens
Dorie Stone
Kristal Stoner
Jon O. Thomsen
Rosemary L. Thornton
Jeff D. Tracy
Robert E. & Sandy Tuma
Robert W. & Christy F. Turner
Union Pacific Railroad
Tony L. Uttecht
Valmont Industries
Amy L. & J.E.Van Horne
Judy M. Vann
Gilbert L. Vaughan
Richard E. Voeltz
James Waltz
George A. Wanek
Webster Family Foundation
John W. & Nancy C. Webster
Kathryn C. & Dennis L. Wells
Bruce E. Wendorff
Margaret B. & Larry West
Margaret Wheelock &

Keith Johnson
William Wickersham
Melvin L. Wieben
David A. Wiesman
Deborah A. Wigton
Ross W. & Judy Wilcox
StephanK. &

Margery Woodman
John A. & Cyndi Woollam
Gail W. & Michael B. Yanney
Sara York Kenny &

Timothy R. Kenny
Fred & Melly Zeillemaker
Ray M. & Carolyn Zeisset
Bonnie K. Zetterman
Arthur & Chris Zygielbaum

*deceased
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YOU'RE
INVITED!

THURSDAY,

DECEMBER5TH
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

STATE DIRECTOR

REMARKS
5:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE!

AN EVENING WITH

MICHAEL FORSBERG
at KANEKO

1007 Leavenworth Street,
Omaha

Please use metered
on-street parking

RSVP to Jill at
jwells@tnc.org Thursday, April 3rd

Details to come!

Fox © Megan Lorenz Whooping crane © Joshua Pelta-Heller




