
1

Oklahoma
I M P A C T  R E P O R T

2024



2

I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE NATURE CONSERVANCY’S 
work and our mission to preserve Oklahoma’s precious natural heritage. Because of your generosity, we have 
worked with private landowners to establish conservation easements on their land; established roads, housing 
and offices at preserves; and expanded our preserve’s boundaries. Your commitment ensures a healthy and 
thriving environment for generations to come.

About one year ago, Andie and Bob Jackson completed their donation of their family ranch in Creek County, 
establishing the Pearl Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve. Since then, our stewardship team, Jeanine Lackey and 
Matt Hagy, have explored this place and are learning more every week. For example, researchers have 
confirmed trees over 340 years old. You can read more about their work starting on page 4.

This new preserve is an inspirational reminder of Oklahomans’ longstanding legacy of donating land for 
conservation. In 1989, just a few years after TNC started working in Oklahoma, Buddy Smith made the very first 
land donation to the Oklahoma chapter. He left nearly 3,000 acres to TNC as a part of his estate plan, which 
would become the Pontotoc Ridge Preserve. His donation not only conserved critical habitat, but also opened 
the door to TNC’s work in southeastern Oklahoma. And little did he know that his donation would have an 
impact far beyond this preserve. 

As a young man, John Nickel explored and fell in love with the hills and bluffs of the Ozarks along the Illinois 
River. As he grew, so did his appreciation of his slice of paradise. Looking for a way to meet his conservation 
vision, he looked to TNC’s success at Tallgrass Prairie Preserve and drew inspiration from Buddy’s gift. 
Ultimately, John donated his 14,000-acre ranch, forming the J.T. Nickel Family Nature & Wildlife Preserve, 
now totaling more than 17,000 acres. 

To date, 30,565 acres have been donated to TNC in Oklahoma. These contributions are more than just gifts of 
land—they are an investment in Oklahoma and the health of our planet. I am humbled that so many have 
entrusted their family land to our care, conserving critical habitat for wildlife, cleaning our air and water and 
providing exciting opportunities for conservation education and recreation.

On behalf of the Oklahoma team, I am proud to share how your generosity has advanced our mission this past 
year. It is a privilege to partner with individuals like you who share our vision of a sustainable future for both 
people and nature. Thank you again for your extraordinary support.

Friends,

MIKE FUHR
State Director

Front cover: Pearl Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve at sunset © Bailey Downs; Above: Mike Fuhr at Crosstimbers Preserve © Aaron Morvan
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High Plains

Conservancy Preserve  Open to the Public  Conservancy Priority Watershed  Conservation Easement  Cooperative Land Projects  Conservancy Office

129,733
Acres Protected

85,553
Acres Owned & Managed by TNC

27,203
Acres of Conservation Easements 
and Deed Restrictions

37,612
Acres of Prescribed Fire in 2023

8
Ecoregions Where We Work

Our mission is to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.
From grasslands to forests, rivers to mesas, we envision an Oklahoma where our rich natural heritage is 
valued and protected, and people are inspired to conserve nature for future generations.
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“IT’S BEEN A WHIRLWIND,” SAYS JEANINE LACKEY, 
preserve manager. “Since we took ownership last November, it has 
been exciting to document the wildflowers blooming in spring; 
explore the unique geology and waterfalls; and assist with biological 
surveys—learning about the butterflies, bees, birds, frogs, toads, 
turtles and snakes that call this place home. I’m proud to say that our 
team has made great progress, and there’s so much more in store.”

What’s New at the  
Pearl Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve

This year The Nature Conservancy in Oklahoma celebrates the first anniversary  
of the Pearl Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve. 

Entireleaf paintbrush (Castilleja indivisa) © Aaron Morvan; Cryptocephalus notatus © Thomas Shahan
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Conserving a property of this scale and 
importance is a momentous undertaking for the 
Oklahoma chapter. The preserve lies within the 
crosstimbers ecoregion, which contains the 
Keystone Woodlands, a priority conservation 
area. These woodlands contain old-growth 
forests with oak trees over 340 years old, which 
are important habitat for iconic wildlife like 
Northern bobwhite and rare plant species like 
the hairy mountain mint. 

“Our top priority was hiring a great team to 
steward this land—to assess the preserve and 
develop a long-term conservation plan,” says 
Katie Gillies, Oklahoma director of conservation. 
“I have no doubt we found the right people for 
the job.”

Lackey has worked in conservation for many 
years and started at TNC about six years ago at 

our Blue Boggy Preserves, a collection of 
preserves in south-central Oklahoma. She 
brings not only stewardship experience, but 
also the outreach aptitude to facilitate future 
public access. 

Matt Hagy joined TNC as land steward in 
February, with over 10 years of fire experience. 
Since then, he has hiked over 167 miles of the 
preserve, mapping unique features, restoration 
sites, fences and other infrastructure. 

Lastly, Timmy Todd managed the ranching 
operations of the former Pearl Jackson Ranch for 
over 40 years and was hired to assist with the 
transition from working ranch to nature preserve.

The new team quickly upgraded one mile of 
road. With better access, workers could reach 
the headquarters site to drill a water well and 
build an office and workshop. 

Jeanine Lackey and Matt Hagy © Aaron Morvan



6

“We couldn’t purchase the equipment we needed, like ATVs and a tractor, 
because we didn’t have a place to securely store them,” says Lackey.  
“Now we’re equipped to initiate our stewardship activities—increasing 
biodiversity and improving ecosystem resiliency. Plus, it’s nice to have 
running water and a cool place to escape the summer heat.” 

The preserve lies within the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, whose mission is 
to enhance the quality of life for the Muscogee people. And with the 
Conservancy’s mission to conserve the lands and waters on which all life 
depends, the two entered into a partnership. They will collaborate to 
conserve the natural, cultural, historic and scenic resources at the Pearl 
Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve. 

“With their help, we can manage native and non-native wildlife populations 
with Tribal hunting, graze the land, conduct biological surveys and so 
much more,” says Lackey. “In fact, they’ve already implemented a wild 
turkey study to document breeding success.”

All these milestones are made possible through the vision and generosity 
of Bob and Andie Jackson, who donated their family ranch to TNC. In 
addition to conserving the land they loved, they had a vision to inspire 
people for nature through discovery. TNC’s planning embraces the 
interconnectedness of human and ecological needs—integrating 
conservation equity into all aspects of our work.

“The preserve is closer to any major city than other TNC preserves in 
Oklahoma,” says Lackey. “When a portion of the property is open to the 
public, we’re expecting it to be a popular place for families, school field 
trips, hikers and nature enthusiasts of all backgrounds, ages and abilities 
to explore and learn about TNC’s important conservation work.” 

The public use concepts were developed with Michael Van Valkenburgh 
Associates Inc., a consulting group specializing in the design of natural 
spaces for public enjoyment. Additionally, the National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program team offered their 
expertise in consulting with neighbors, potential user groups, the 
Muskogee (Creek) Nation and conservation partners. Over the next year, 
the National Park Service will assist TNC with community engagement 
and implementation. 

Turkeys being tagged @ Jeanine Lackey; Rendering of potential community center and visitor facility @ Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates Inc.
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stewardship building and grounds will showcase TNC’s science-based 
conservation and restoration programs like prescribed fire and invasive 
species management.

“This is a huge but important undertaking, not only for biodiversity 
conservation, but for public engagement through visitation, volunteerism, 
citizen science and exploration,” says Lackey. “Although the concepts for 
buildings and trails will take years to come to fruition, it will benefit 
people and nature for generations. I’m so very humbled that the 
Jacksons trusted TNC to make their vision a reality. Like the Jacksons, 
I’ve come to love this place. And I can’t wait for the public to explore 
these woods and come to appreciate them just as the Jacksons did.”

After listening to neighbors, stakeholders, consultants and the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, TNC developed a conceptual plan to create a first-rate 
destination where all visitors feel welcome and included. When visitors 
arrive, they’ll first experience a state-of-the-art, eco-friendly visitor 
center that represents TNC’s commitment to environmental 
sustainability. Here, visitors will learn about the ecosystem, our 
stewardship practices and the power of biodiversity and resiliency. 

From there, visitors will discover more nature experiences on an 
accessible boardwalk and trails of varying distance and difficulty. 
Features such as an outdoor classroom, wildlife observation areas and a 
sensory trail for people of all abilities are also being considered. A new 

426
plant species

We’ve documented...

109
bird species

49
native bee species

21
mammal species

Rendering of potential boardwalk @ Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates Inc.
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2024 Conservation 
Champions
A CONSERVATION CHAMPION IS AN INDIVIDUAL OR 
organization whose passion for nature translates to action. Champions 
commit their time, resources and energy to a cause larger than any one 
entity. This year, TNC in Oklahoma is proud to announce Kelly Bostian, 
Andie and Bob Jackson and Dr. Jim Puckette as our 2024 Conservation 
Champions.

Kelly Bostian (top) is a freelance outdoors writer and senior editor of 
Oklahoma Ecology Project. Previously, he covered the outdoors and 
nature for 12 years at Tulsa World. In addition to covering TNC and our 
projects, he has spent his career educating and informing Oklahomans 
about the importance of conservation, biodiversity and climate change. 
Keep up with his work at medium.com/oklahoma-ecology-project.

Instead of selling their 12,000-acre family ranch for millions, Andie and 
Bob Jackson (middle) donated the land—establishing the Pearl Jackson 
Crosstimbers Preserve. In addition, they placed a conservation easement 
on the property to ensure that it would never be developed. Now TNC’s 
third largest preserve in Oklahoma, the land will be a place for people of 
all backgrounds and abilities to connect with nature.

This past year, Dr. Jim Puckette (bottom) volunteered his time and 
expertise by preparing reports for easements and land acquisitions. As a 
retired professor of geology at Oklahoma State University, he has 
contributed mineral evaluations that inform possibilities and challenges 
at potential conservation sites. Since 2011, Jim has contributed 20 
reports, including six this year.

Many thanks to all our Conservation Champions for their selfless 
dedication to conservation in Oklahoma.

8 Top to bottom, courtesy of: Kelly Bostian, Jackson family, Jim Puckette
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THE J.T. NICKEL FAMILY NATURE & WILDLIFE PRESERVE IS 
one of the best places to explore Oklahoma’s pristine Ozark ecosystem.  
It is a place where hikers can unplug, experience nature and see  
first-hand the value of biodiversity. Now, hikers can enjoy wider, more 
stable trails with educational displays featuring plants and animals 
found on the preserve.

“This is monumental in the history of the preserve,” says Jeremy Tubbs, 
preserve manager. “With the investment from the Oklahoma 
Recreational Trails Program, we were able to make physical, ecological 
and educational improvements. These new features help people learn 
about and appreciate the preserve, and we also improved its ecology with 
forestry mulching along the trail corridor.”

The new trail system is more accessible to people who use mobility aids. 
Not only were the previous trails improved, but chunky gravel areas were 

replaced with smaller, compacted, smooth gravel and a disabled parking  
spot was paved. Now in accordance with ADA guidelines, the preserve is 
accessible for more nature enthusiasts to enjoy.

Just as the trails were improved, so were the displays. These educate 
visitors about the mission of TNC, the ecology of the preserve, safety and 
the importance of biodiversity. On-trail displays highlight plant and 
animal species hikers may see and feature species that are culturally 
relevant to members of the Cherokee Nation. For example, Ozark 
chinquapin oaks produce a reliable crop of nutrient-dense nuts that both 
people and animals have enjoyed.

“Many thanks to the Oklahoma Recreational Trails Program for helping 
make this dream a reality,” says Tubbs. “Collaboration like this is a win 
for both people and nature. And I’m happy to see that more people are 
able to appreciate the preserve and all this ecosystem has to offer.” 

Black Bear  |  Urus americanus

Cubs are born in January or February during 
hibernation and weigh only one pound

Black bears are omnivores—eating 
nuts, berries, grasses, insects, 

eggs, honey and small mammals 

Despite their name, their color ranges from black, 
to brown, to cinnamon, to blond

They usually dig a burrow for 
their den, but they sometimes use 

crevices and tree hollows

The black bear was a staple in Cherokee culture and 
cuisine. Their fat was important and used as a fuel 

source, traded and to add flavor to meat.

(yo na)ᏲᎾ

Read the Cherokee Story 
of Bear Man

TNC has been working with researchers from 
OSU and Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 

Conservation to learn about bears in the area. We 
have found that the high quality habitat at the J.T. 
Nickel Preserve is used by bears year-round. Since 
research began, two bears have hibernated on the 
preserve and at least one bear has had twin cubs.

If you encounter a bear, remain calm and do not 
run away or try to climb a tree. If you can, make 
sure the bear has an escape route and back away 
slowly when possible. Fighting back should be a 

last resort. And, of course, never feed bears.

Males, called boars, weigh 125-500 pounds
Females, called sows, weigh 90-300 pounds

Source: Altman, Heidi & Peres, Tanya & Compton, J. (2020) Better 
than Butter: Yona Go’i, Bear Grease in Cherokee Culture

Cubs Climbing Tree © Brad - adobe.stock.com 
Black Bear © Harvey Payne / TNC  |  Bear in Den © Micreax - istockphoto.com

Nickel_On Trail_Black Bear_FINAL.indd   1Nickel_On Trail_Black Bear_FINAL.indd   1 9/13/24   10:48 AM9/13/24   10:48 AM

Mammals of the Cherokee Nation

They are also an essential link in the food 
chain for predators like bobcats, coyotes 
and black bears

A female's range is 5-15 acres while a 
male may roam up to 100 acres 

Sylvilagus floridanus
Cottontail Rabbit

 (tsi-s-du)ᏥᏍᏚ

Cottontail rabbits were a primary food 
source for the Cherokee

Woodchuck
Marmota monax
ᎣᎦᏅ (o-ga-nv)

Woodchucks, also called groundhogs, 
were so common in Cherokee life that they 
are a part of the tribe's lore

The Deer Clan is one of the 7 Cherokee Clans, making the white-tailed deer a 
sacred animal. Cherokees from this clan were the keepers, hunters and trackers 
of deer, as well as keepers of the deer medicine. And, like the animal, members 
of the clan were swift runners—making them the messengers of the tribe. 

Throughout the history of the Cherokee Nation, white-tailed deer provided 
valuable resources. In addition to being a major food source, their antlers were 
used to shape and sharpen flint into arrowheads, spearheads and knives before 
steel was available. Their skin was used to make clothing and other personal items.

The Spirit of Little Deer 
Little Deer was the protector of the deer. Cherokee hunters were knowledgeable 
in the ways of hunting the deer and prayed to the Deer Spirit out of reverence 
when deer were killed for food. If a hunter killed a deer needlessly and 
without asking the Deer Spirit’s pardon, Little Deer would track down 
the hunter and give him rheumatism so that he could hunt no more.

W H I T E -TA I L  D E E RWhite-tail Deer
Odocoileus virginianus

 (a-wi)ᎠᏫ

Fawns are born with white spots to 
help camouflage in ground-cover 
which disappear in early summer

In the 1910s, barely 500 animals 
remained in Oklahoma due to 

over-hunting, but the population 
rebounded after massive 

conservation efforts

Unlike horns, their 
antlers shed and 

re-grow every year

They can reach speeds up to 
40 miles per hour and are 

surprisingly good swimmers

Read "The Origin of the 
Groundhog Dance"

When hibernating 
during winter, its 
heartbeat slows 
from 75 to 4 
beats per minute 
to conserve 
energy

One of Oklahoma's 
largest rodents, they 

weigh 6-10 pounds and 
grow up to 2 feet long

Eastern Cottontail © HJ Hipster_Flickr CC

Whitetail Buck © Harvey Payne / TNC  |  Doe and Fawn © Mike Fuhr / TNC Source: Cherokee Ethnobiology, "White-tailed Deer" © Cherokee Nation, 2008

Woodchuck © Rachid H_Flickr CC

Nickel_On Trail_Mammals of CN_FINAL.indd   1Nickel_On Trail_Mammals of CN_FINAL.indd   1 9/13/24   11:02 AM9/13/24   11:02 AM

J.T. Nickel Family Nature & Wildlife Preserve
“Collaboration like this is a win for both people and nature.”

— Jeremy Tubbs, preserve manager

Preserve signs and trail mulching @ courtesy Jeremy Tubbs
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In the Region 
THE INTERIOR HIGHLANDS ARE MADE UP OF THE  
Ozark Plateau and Ouachita Mountain ecoregions that span Arkansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma and a slice of Illinois and Kansas. Most know this 
area for its rolling hills covered in pines and oaks. However, the Interior 
Highlands are home to a wide variety of endemic species found nowhere 
else in the world. The Ozarks are also known for an extensive maze of 
karst, connected subterranean waterways that form caves, streams and 
springs we see above ground.

TNC conservation teams have known the Interior Highlands are home to 
critical habitat for many species, like the endemic state-endangered 
Oklahoma cave crayfish. Now, armed with the Freshwater Resilient and 
Connected Network (FRCN) tool, they have data to identify and 

prioritize freshwater sites for 
conservation. The FRCN has 
mapped every stream system in 
the U.S. and rigorously analyzed 
their ability to sustain 
biodiversity and natural services 
in the face of climate change, 
unseasonable temperatures and 

Beyond Oklahoma’s Borders
Nature doesn’t know boundaries on a map. People everywhere face the same needs: clean 
air and water, dependable food sources and a stable climate. As the world’s largest 
conservation organization, we work with teams near and far to think globally and act 
locally. By applying our resources and effort strategically, we are enhancing conservation 
beyond our state borders.

erratic precipitation. As a result, 133 priority karst areas have been 
identified for conservation—22 of which are in Oklahoma.

“It’s no wonder that so many sites have been identified in the Interior 
Highlands,” says Emily Moyer, resilient waters program manager in 
Oklahoma. “This is one of the most biodiverse areas in the country. With 
this newly completed analysis, we now know exactly where to focus our 
effort to maximize our impact. I’d like to extend my thanks to Mike Slay, 
who led TNC’s work in identifying some of the most vulnerable karst 
sites in the region.” 

The J.T. Nickel Family Nature & Wildlife Preserve is a shining example of 
conservation of the Interior Highlands. At 17,144 acres, it is the largest 
privately owned conserved area in the Ozarks. Nestled along the Illinois 
River, the preserve is home to the type of karst, caves, streams and 
springs identified in the FRCN. To expand freshwater conservation in 
the region, TNC is seeking $8 million in federal funding to collaborate 
with landowners to improve priority karst habitats. Together, we can 
conserve this highly sensitive ecosystem and ensure people have reliable 
sources of clean drinking water. 

A bull elk stopping in the Oconaluftee River in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park for a refreshing drink. © Alan Taylor/TNC; Oklahoma cave crayfish © Dante Fenolio
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Past the Plains 
More than 400 million years old, the Appalachians span roughly 2,000 
miles from Alabama to Canada and have shaped lives throughout the 
region for millennia. This region is home to a rich variety of plant and 
animal species—80,000 occurrences of rare species can be found along 
the mountain range—as well as diverse communities and cultures. The 
mountain range influenced where people traveled and settled, carved out 
natural boundaries and determined how goods were traded and moved.   

Today, the beautiful, bountiful lands and waterways of the Appalachians 
continue to intertwine and define the character of communities, while 
also contributing to the health and resilience of people and wildlife. At 
least 28 million people call the region home, and millions more rely on 
its natural abundance for health, livelihoods and recreation. 

Yet growing threats from urban development, incompatible mining, 
agriculture, unsustainable forestry and fragmentation caused by dams and 
roads put the region’s public, economic and ecological health at risk. Just 
20% of this globally important landscape is protected in the United States. 
Climate change further exacerbates these issues. Rising temperatures 
and extreme weather events are altering and degrading habitats, causing 
plants and animals to shift their ranges northward and to higher elevations.

To act big, we must think big. By connecting local people and 
corporations to projects that advance their conservation vision, we can 
build enthusiasm and much-needed resources for swift action. 

Williams Companies, a long-time supporter of Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, 
demonstrated how these connections make a lasting impact when its 
founder, Joseph H. Williams, galvanized nationwide support to purchase 
a ranch in the Flint Hills of Oklahoma. This purchase established the 
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, which expanded to 40,000 acres and was 
renamed the Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve in his honor. 
As his company grew, so did their support of TNC. Just this year, 
Williams generously contributed $1 million to support conservation 
throughout the Appalachians. 

“On behalf of our entire team, I extend heartfelt gratitude to Williams  
for this generous donation in support of the Appalachians,” says Heather 
Furman, Appalachians director. “This significant contribution expands 
the scope and pace at which we can increase the community resilience 
for millions of people by proactively connecting and protecting lands, 
waterways and wildlife throughout the Appalachians.”

Vickie Bunnell Preserve in Stratford, New Hampshire. © Jerry and Marcy Monkman/EcoPhotography
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The minimum gift amount is $100,000. The Nature Conservancy cannot render tax or legal advice. Please consult your professional advisor before making a charitable gift. Image: © Kelly Compton | PHOHQ25FY01APGHOXX

An asset you’ve had for generations can be a gift for generations 
to come. By donating all or part of your property to TNC, you may 
be able to reduce your capital gains tax, receive an income tax 
deduction, and receive income for life—and you may even be able 
to continue to use or live on your property. Best of all, your gift will 
support vital conservation work. 

To learn more about how you can use your real estate  
to protect nature, contact TNC in Oklahoma today:

YOUR REAL ESTATE CAN BE A GIFT FOR NATURE.

 (918) 585-1117
 oklahoma@tnc.org

 nature.org/realestate
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IN THE OPEN EXPANSES OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA LIES  
a stretch of rugged canyons, rolling prairie and steep bluffs overlooking the 
Canadian River. “Four Canyon Preserve has been shaped over millennia by 
a harsh climate, grazing by wildlife like bison and periodic fire,” says Chris 
Hise, preserve manager and Oklahoma associate director of conservation. 
“Although the landscape is unforgiving, this place is inherently and 
undeniably beautiful. There is nothing better than hiking across the 
prairie and listening to nighthawks boom on a warm summer evening.”

This year, The Nature Conservancy in Oklahoma celebrates 20 years of 
stewardship at Four Canyon Preserve. Located in Ellis County, this is a 
biodiverse, topographically unique and relatively untouched property.  
It features essential habitat for grassland birds like Cassin’s sparrow and 
northern bobwhite, valuable cover for mule deer and varied terrain in 
which hundreds of native plant species thrive. Since it was established in 
2004, Hise has cared for and meticulously restored this land.

20 Years of Conservation  
at Four Canyon Preserve

Chris Hise © Mike Fuhr; Chris Hise and Josh White © Aaron Morvan
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Hise calls western Oklahoma home. He grew up in the town of Sayre, 
about 50 miles away from what would become the preserve. His 
relationship with TNC began the summer before his senior year of high 
school, when he entered a statewide environmental essay contest. Along 
with a dozen fellow young nature enthusiasts, he was invited to tour 
natural sites across Colorado and Oklahoma, including the Conservancy’s 
recently established Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve near 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma.

While touring the preserve, Hise had the opportunity to hear from Bob 
Hamilton, preserve manager at the time. The rest is history. “Until then, 
I didn’t realize this was something I could pursue as a career. That day, 
I had an ‘aha’ moment that sparked my journey towards TNC. Now,  
I have the pleasure of calling Bob a friend and colleague.” Hise joined the 
team in the summer of 2000, with conservation in western Oklahoma 
top of mind.

Four years later, the Oklahoma Chapter identified an opportunity to 
expand its reach and improve thousands of acres in western Oklahoma. 
As the state’s grasslands diminished and its prairies faced development, 
TNC and its supporters took decisive action to conserve 3,410 acres in 
Ellis County. This was it its first acquisition in the Southern High Plains of 
western Oklahoma. Since that initial purchase, the preserve has grown to a 
total of 4,050 acres, making it the Conservancy’s fourth largest in the state.

Much like the topography of the preserve, the journey to Four Canyon 
had its ups and downs. Staff and trustees did their due diligence, made 
inroads and laid out a clear case for prioritizing the region to key 
stakeholders. With Hise on board and the deed in hand, the monumental 
task of establishing a conservation plan began. Conserving the property 
meant establishing best practices that continue to this day, including the 
regular treatment of invasive species. Additionally, implementing 
beneficial land management practices—like reinstating regular burns—
was and remains a key priority.

Canyon Valley © Aaron Morvan
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Among the many accomplishments of his tenure, Hise has cleared over 
2,000 acres of invasive Eastern redcedar trees. He’s seen fire encourage 
native plant growth, remove invasive species and improve soil quality 
across 90% of the preserve. “We still have much to learn. A few years ago, 
researchers discovered two insect species on the preserve previously 
unknown to science. This speaks to the conservation potential of this 
area,” he says. 

The wealth of biodiversity found 
on the property has been further 
explored through surveys, 
studies and monitoring in 
partnership with Oklahoma’s 
top universities. From 
archaeological analysis to 
butterfly surveys and plant 
counts, the work to document 

species at Four Canyon is robust and 
ongoing. “The variety of plants and 
animals found here is striking. And, 
the preserve is an example of what’s 
possible for expanding conservation 
in this region,” says Hise.

Plants on the property include 
dense clusters of chinquapin oak in 
the steep canyon valleys and a 
variety of native grasses and 
wildflowers throughout the mixed-grass prairie above. These grasses are 
some of nature’s most efficient carbon storage facilities, sequestering 
carbon underground when left undisturbed. A variety of grassland birds 
call this place home. Migrating sandhill cranes are often observed in and 
around the Canadian River, which forms the preserve’s southern border. 
Texas horned lizards and mountain boomers can be seen skittering 
across the preserve’s signature red dirt, soaking up the sun, searching for 
insects or taking cover from the occasional thunderstorm. 

Twenty years is only the beginning. Hise says he’s optimistic and eager to 
expand. “We have opportunities to conserve land on a larger scale here 
than some other parts the state,” he says. “We’re looking for new 
prospects, collaborating with landowners and partners to explore new 
grassland conservation strategies.”

There’s a bright future ahead for western Oklahoma and Four Canyon 
Preserve. “No doubt we’ve made great progress, but Four Canyon is just a 
postage stamp in the expanse of the Southern High Plains,” says Hise. 
This region spans the prairies where Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico and Texas converge. Known as a valuable area for grazing cattle, 
it also holds great significance for nature. 

“If we don’t act fast, we could lose the plants and animals that call this 
place home. Plus, the benefits to people are bountiful. There’s a reason 
this region is often referred to as one of the world’s ‘breadbaskets,’ with 
many millions relying on food produced in the Great Plains for their  
next meal.”

To learn more, visit nature.org/fourcanyon

Chris Hise removing cedars at Keystone © Jay Pruett; Chris Hise at prescribed fire © Jay Pruett; Horned Lizard © Ryan West
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The Legacy Club
Gary and I each grew up camping, canoeing and exploring national parks, 
so our love of nature took hold very early. It also sparked our love for each 
other—we met on a nine-day white water rafting trip down the Middle 
Fork of the Salmon River. When planning our free time, our first choice 
is always an adventure that takes us out into nature at home and abroad, 
with the occasional exception for sports or exploring interesting cities. 

We have always supported various conservation efforts but have decided 
it is time to be even more intentional with our giving.  The Legacy Club  
is a perfect choice for us. We want to help ensure that our grandkids, and 
future generations to come, have the opportunities to feed their souls 
with the natural world the way we have. We believe a relationship with 
nature is the key to a balanced and productive life. It is imperative that 
we expand appreciation for the importance of a healthy environment 
and work to protect and preserve the last great places as well as our  
local landscapes.

The Nature Conservancy has a proven record of pragmatic approaches to 
preservation and conservation through strategic partnerships. Witnessing 
the passion, expertise and commitment of the staff of the Oklahoma 
Chapter convinced us that joining the Legacy Club would meet our goals 
and maximize our contribution to protecting our natural world.

Lisa Riggs and Gary Meek 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma

Half Dome vista © courtesy Lisa Riggs and Gary Meek
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8,688
Acres Burned at Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve

24,361
Partner Acres Burned Near Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve

300
Acres Burned at Oka’ Yanahli Preserve

666
Acres Burned at Pontotoc Ridge Preserve

1,100
Partner Acres Burned Near Four Canyon Preserve

2,397
Acres Burned at J.T. Nickel Preserve

Prescribed fire at Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve © Harvey Payne

Preserving Nature’s Balance
The Nature Conservancy in Oklahoma routinely conducts controlled burns to restore health  

and biodiversity to the places we protect. Prescribed fire is a vital tool in our conservation toolbox, 
and we’re proud to partner with government agencies, Tribal Nations and others for regular  

burns on our preserves and beyond.
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Big Wins in  
the Flint Hills
“WHEN WE LAUNCHED THE FLINT HILLS INITIATIVE  
in 2021, we set the goal to conserve 165,000 acres of tallgrass prairie 
across Oklahoma and Kansas,” says Bob Hamilton, Oklahoma 
tallgrass initiative director. “From the outset, we knew we’d need 
the help of landowners to achieve this. I am overjoyed, proud and 
humbled to share news of our conservation progress in the Flint 
Hills of Oklahoma. This is largely due to Oklahomans who have 
stepped up to save this ecosystem. In 2024, over 8,500 acres have 
been conserved on private land with conservation easements.”

18 Sunrise at Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve © Aaron Morvan
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Conservation easements allow landowners to place certain use 
restrictions on their land for the benefit of nature, selling or donating the 
land use rights to a land trust like TNC. The land trust holds the 
easement and ensures the terms are upheld, regardless of who may own 
it in the future. These terms may vary, but generally prioritize 
conserving the land’s natural value—minimizing development and 
encouraging biodiversity.

In the Flint Hills, that means protecting habitat for species like the 
greater prairie chicken, the American golden plover and the monarch 

butterfly by maintaining the 
over 600 native plants that occur 
here. Further, the landowners of 
these Flint Hills conservation 
easements continue to graze 
cattle on their native tallgrass 
prairie ranchland—a win for 
people and nature.

One of the easements completed 
in 2024 was an agricultural land 
easement made possible 
through the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement 
Program (ALE-ACEP) funded 
by the Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 
When landowners and their 

ranch property meet certain criteria, TNC and NRCS work together to 
purchase the easement.

Most importantly, conservation easements keep working lands in 
working hands—bringing economic benefits to landowners, families  
and communities. 

Over 8,500 acres of private land  
have been conserved this year in the Flint Hills  

with conservation easements.

Learn more about conservation  
easements in Oklahoma.

35
44

70

Wichita

Tulsa

Topeka

KANSAS

OKLAHOMA

18Bob Hamilton © Morgan Heim
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Anonymous (11)
Anonymous (3)
AAON
Craig & Maria Abbott
Stephen & Vicki Adams
Capital Advisors
Linda W. Aksamit
Aleph Altman-Mills
American Electric Power 

Foundation
The Anne and Henry Zarrow 

Foundation
Christine Arlotta
ARVEST Foundation
Association of Zoo and 

Aquarium Docents and 
Volunteers

Troy & Tracey Ayers
David A. Bagwell
David & Janis Bailey
Brandy M. Balnius
Bama Companies
BancFirst
Bank of Oklahoma
Rev. Brian Barker
Keenan & Starre Barnard
Bartlesville Community 

Foundation

Patricia Bassel & Brian Birdwell
Barbara L. Bates
Stan and Marva Beair
Marthanda J. Beckworth
Susan K. Behrens
Lynn Belcher
Van Benton
Steven Berlin & Debbie 

Smith-Berlin
Roger & Susan Bey
Robert & Becky Billings
Traci J. Billings
Dennis & Marian Bires
Geraldine Bishop
Sherri Blacet
Thomas Blake
Belynda Kay Bland
Francis Bland
Nancy A. Blevins
Earl J. Boesl
Bob J. Bollinger
Donald & Tina Bonner
Jonni Booth
Brian & Linda Bourgeois
Ursula & Michael Bowling
Donna Boyd
Kristy K. Bradley
Kim R. Brilz

David & Barbara Brinker
Brinkley Family Foundation
Arnold & Pat Brown
D. Patricia Brown
Lisa Brown
Teresa J. Brown
Tony Brown & Alexis 

Rencountre
Karen & Robert Browne
Marian & Blaine Browne
Teresa Meinders Burkett & 

Robert Burkett
Sandie Busby
Rachel Butler
Sharon Cairns
Charles E. Campbell
Vikki A. Canfield
Deane & Becky Carlberg
Alissa Carlile
William R. Carrell
Dick L. Cast
Charles & Joanne McIlwaine 

Foundation
Cherokee Nation Businesses
Cherokee Strip Community 

Foundation
Chesapeake Energy 

Corporation

William & Janice Chevaillier
Chickasaw Nation
Margaret Clarke & Philip 

Silverman
Robert Clayton
Helen P. Clements
Bryan B. Close
CloseBend, Inc.
Mark & Debra Cobb
Jo Ann Cobble
Coca-Cola Southwest 

Beverages
ConocoPhillips
Marilyn G. Copenhaver
Jerry J. Crockett
Anne F. Cross
Crowe & Dunlevy
Karen & Steven Cruce
John F. Cummings
William & Melba Dagy
David B Whitehill Rev Trust
David B. Waters Charitable 

Foundation
The Dayton Foundation
Rachel Dazey
Philip & Mondella Dennis
Christine Detrick
Devon Energy Corporation

Emily Dial-Driver
Mark Dick
Dillingham Insurance
Chad & Lisa Dillingham
Dobson Family Foundation
Robert S. Doenges
Dolese Bros. Co.
Kathryn H. Dooley
Doyle D. Dow
John S. Downard
Ford & Vanessa Drummond
Ashley & Nicholas Dubriwny
Jedie R. Dunn
Dale & Nancy Durham
Reg Easterling
Louis & Anne J. Ederington
Kimberly Elkin & Kyle Terpstra
Patrick Boone Ellis
Robert & Nancy Ellis
Laura & James Endicott
Tamara Engle
Shervon Esfahani
Charles & Naomi Esmon
Julie Etchison & Eddie Murphy
Delores M. &  Jerry R. Etter
Kenneth Evans
Faith United Methodist Church
Diana Farmer

Joan E. Ferrell
Joseph & Martha Ferretti
John A. Fischer
Teresa Folger
Bill & Velda Foral
Kay Ford
Don & Susan Fore
Michael S. Forsman
Patrick & Estella Franken
Milton & Janet Frantz
Nan K. Frates
The Fred Jones Family 

Foundation
John Freese
Deni & Robert Freihoff-Lewin
Ben French
Peter Fritschel & Pamela 

Nelson
Roy A. Fritze
Richard R. Frohock III
Laura E. Frossard
Andrew & Diana Frost
Mike & Heather Fuhr
Randy & Judy Gann
Eva Garroutte
Donald Gaston
Cynthia Moran Gedra & Tom 

Gedra

LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS (names in green) have made a lasting commitment  
by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.

We are honored to recognize the following donors who made contributions  
of $500 or more from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024. Everyone listed here 
has ties to Oklahoma. Some live here, and others live elsewhere and prefer  
their gifts be used for projects in Oklahoma. We deeply appreciate every gift  
and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all donors. 

Donors and Legacy  
Club Members

Bison at Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve © Jerry Rhodes
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Pamela A. Genova
Walter & Corinne Gerard
Rose C. Gideon
William Gideon
Katie Gillies
Mary Ann Gilmore Caffrey
Robert W. Gingerich
Harriet Gleaton
David Glenn
Jimmy Glover
Amanda L. Gordon
David W. Gorham
Larry Grace
Ruth B. Grant & John Grant
Karen A. Gray
Green Country Energy, LLC
Alan Lee Green
Ina Green
Jason Greenwalt
Groendyke Transport
John & Virginia Groendyke
Emily Gross
Dennis L. Grote
H. A. & Mary K. Chapman 

Charitable Trust
David & Glynda Hairston
Joe Hall
Kirkland Hall
Nancy & Russell Harbaugh Jr.
Rod & Lisa Harwood
Nancy & Gerald Hatfield
Doris Hayner
Mark & Roxanne Helm
Helmerich & Payne
Thomas C. Hennessey
Jeffrey & Jacyntha Herbers
Steve & Cathy Herrin
Rudy & Deb Herrmann
David & Janet Hicks
Claudean S. Higgins
Sara Hill
Lee Anne Hiller
Mariëlle Hoefnagels & Doug 

Gaffin
Helen L. Hoffman
Tom & Pati Hoffmann
Steve & Pam Holton
Stephen B. Hopper
Robert & Jan Horine
K. R. Hornbrook
Judy Horner
Jan Hotubbee
John Houck
Deanne & Dow Hughes

Jesse Hughes
Christopher J. Hunt
Clarice Hunter
Stephen C. Ingels
Andrea Jackson
Theresa January
Suzanne Jobe
Julius & Caroline Johnson
Robin Johnson
Sharon &  Charles Johnson
Nora & Jack Jones
R. Jones
K.S. Adams Foundation
George & Martha Kamp
Phillip Keller
Kern Duncan Family Fund
R. O. Kerns
Keyera
Bill & Vivian Keys
Elise Kilpatrick & Gary Kuck
Kirkpatrick Foundation, Inc.
Judy & Tom Kishner
Barbara J. Klein
Doug B. Kliewer
Kayli Koger
Ann Kohler
Mary R. Korthase
David M. Kucinskas
Janice L. Lagala
Jason LaGrone
Mary Lane & Steven Davis
Carolyn A. Langenwalter
AJ Lansdale
William & Carol LaRue
Michael A. Lavin
Dwight Lawson
James Brian Ledger
Karyl G. Lee
William C. Leslie
Charles Schurch LewAllen
Benny & Julia Lewis
Lee A. Lewis & Paul D’hoore
John & Suzie Liljestrand
John & Christy Lindsay
J. Looper
Keith Lough
Ruth M. Lowell
JoAnn A. Lynch
M. W. Buddy Smith Foundation, 

Inc.
Kurt & Stephanie Marfurt
The Margueritte B. Piers 

Foundation
Richard S. Marshment

Cheryl Martin
Stan G. Martin
Barry Maxwell
Larry May
Daryl E. McBride
Mike S. McClintock
Meghan & Colin McCullough
McGee Foundation
Joseph & Carol McGraw
Steve & Jo McGuffin
Sidney A. McVey
The Meinders Foundation
Alan & Elizabeth Melton
Gail Meredith
Virginia Mertz
MidFirst Bank
Christa & Clay Midkiff
Cindy Miller-Huff
James &  Anita Mitchell
Kevin L. Moore
Thaddeus T. Moore
David & Carolyn Morgan
Michael J. Morgan
Margaret K. Morhart
Hart Morris
Suzy Morris
John M. Morrow
Dale A. Munn
Michael & Brooke Murphy
Mustang Fuel Corporation
Judith Nalon
Cynthia Naylor
Richard Nelson &  Carol Enkoji
Glenda Nicholas
J. Larry Nichols & Polly Nichols
Elizabeth Y. Nickel
John & Julie Nickel
OGE Energy Corp. Foundation, 

Inc.
Oklahoma City Community 

Foundation
The Oklahoma City Zoo
Reatha J. Oliver
ONE Gas Foundation
ONEOK, Inc.
Johanna Opdenkelder
Optronics International, LLC
Kevin Osuna
The Oven Fund
Mia & Herbert Oven Jr.
Sherry L. Oxford
Sharon S. Park
Joseph L. Parker, Jr.
Peggy Ann Parker

Caroline & Guy Patton
The Pauline Dwyer 

Macklanburg and Robert A. 
Macklanburg Jr. Foundation

Paycom Payroll, LLC
Jennifer S. Payne
Martin E. Peerson
Jason & Nora Percy
Robin S. Perona
Allan W. Perry
Robert Pete
Phillips 66 Company
Jordan Pierce
Margueritte B. Piers
Susan & David Plimpton
Mindi Plumlee
Don & Cheryl Powell
Craig & Nancy Priebe
Linda F. Quering-Hill
James A. Quinn 
Elizabeth L. Rasmussen
Raymond George & Ruth Bitner 

Fisher Foundation
George J. Records
Records-Johnston Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Barry & Melanie Redlinger
Chris Reighard
Linda M. Revere
Bryan E. & Laura B. Reynolds
Sylvan & Melody Reynolds
Thomas E. Richtsmeier
Rick Ogden Construction
David & Arleen Riggs
Lisa Riggs & Gary Meek
Nancy J. & John Rimassa
Henry P. Roberson
Robert S. & Grayce B. Kerr 

Foundation
Merlyn B. Rock
William & Janet Romanishin
Bethlyn & Martin Rooney
Jeffrey & Virginia Runge
Carol Russo Moore
Ruth Nelson Family Foundation
Kathleen Rutledge
Larry Sanda
Sanford and Irene Burnstein 

Family Foundation
J. B. Saunders III
George & Kay Scheets
Edith A. Schneeberger
Connie L. Scothorn
E. Nan Scott Ph.D.

Brook & Paula Scott
E.N. Scott
Thomas & Kathleen Scurlock
Security Bank
Ronald & Mary Segal
Margaret & George Selby
John & Rita Seldenrust
Evelyn Sellers
Michael J. Shadley
Betty B. Shaull
Casey Shockley
Bob & Pat Short
Kathryn M. Siftar
Reid H. Sigmon
Linda B. Simonton
Kathleen M. Sisler
Karen Sissons
John &  Linda Slater
Jeff Smail
Donna Smith
Robert & Sylvia Smith
Debra A. Smotherman
James South
Larry & Susan Steele
Phyllis Stewart
Stone Family Foundation
Sam & Susan Stone
Warren & Janette Strickland
Robyn C. Stroup
Sally & Chris Suit
Sunday
Superior Linen Service
Ronald C. Suttles
Gina Swartwood
Susan Taylor
Pat Terwilliger
The Thomas & Sally Wood 

Family Foundation
Betty J. Thomas
Dwight Thomas
Rahmona & Ronald Thompson
Jeanne & William Thornhill
Carol & Roderick Tillman
Kathleen G. Tipler
Mart Tisdal
James & Theresa Tittle
Miles & Mary Tolbert
Michael Tolman
David E. Towers
Charlie & Rhoda Transue
Jeremy & Amanda Tubbs
James Tuggle & Sherry 

Weir-Tuggle
Tulsa Community Foundation

Tulsa Garden Club
David & Betty Turner
Preston & Barbara Van Hanken
Christopher Vance
James Vanderford
Joan Vassilakos
Jennifer Vaughan
Rita Veal & Keith Mirkes
Shirley G. Vincent
Terry N. Vinsant
Vital Energy
Stephanie and Jason Vogel
Mary E. Vogt
William G. von Glahn
Michael & Karen Wade
Donald H. & Maureen A. 

Walden
Douglas & Carol Waldman
Thomas K. & Deborah D. Walls
Richard & Meredith Wansley
Mona Waters
Scott Weber
Lowell C. Weger
Wells Family Charitable Trust
Western Farmers Electric 

Cooperative
Audrey Weymiller & Michael 

McMullin
Bob White
Renee & Clifton Wiggins
The William K. Warren 

Foundation
Williams Companies, Inc.
Murrel B. Wilmoth
Janet Wilson
Robert Wilson
Jane Wiseman & James 

Hodges
Helen E. Wolford
Jimmy Woodard & Nadine 

Varner
Tami Woodard
Denver W. Woolsey
Lance K. Woolsey
Carol M. Wright
Lori Wrotenbery
YOT Full Circle Foundation
Ann Young
Craig Zalk
Harold D. Zimmerman
Zink Family Foundation

We make every effort to ensure that our donor list is correct, but occasionally errors occur. If there’s an error with your name, please accept our apologies and let us know by emailing oklahoma@tnc.org.
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Meet the New Staff
“Being in the outdoors has always been 
a part of me, and I’ve always loved 
taking care of nature. Being part of  
The Nature Conservancy is an amazing 
career because I get to do everything  
I love. Joining the Tallgrass Prairie 
Preserve team is a dream come true.  
I want to conserve and protect nature 
for our future generations to enjoy.”

“It is very refreshing to have an 
opportunity to work with people as 
passionate about their careers as I am.  
I grew up here in Oklahoma, where  
I spent much of my life exploring the 
outdoors. I am thrilled to work in a field 
that allows me to protect and restore 
these valued places and precious 
resources for future generations.”

Lane Birmingham
Livestock Technician, Joseph H. 

Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 

Emily Moyer
Resilient Waters Program Manager

“I am excited to be a conservation 
practitioner for The Nature Conservancy, 
which has been my top organization to 
work for since I was an undergrad. For 
my new role, I will be involved in habitat 
restoration projects at the Blue Boggy 
Preserve, including invasive species 
management and prescribed fire 
management. When I am not working,  
I enjoy reading and hiking.”

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to join 
TNC. Growing up near the preserve, I 
always thought being a part of Tallgrass 
Prairie Preserve would be a dream. I’m 
excited to be outdoors and manage the 
bison, while learning more about 
conservation through prescribed fire.”

Justin Currie
Conservation Practitioner,  

Blue Boggy Preserves

Wyatt Severson
Livestock Technician, Joseph H. 

Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve

“Being born and raised in Oklahoma,  
it gives me a great sense of pride to 
contribute to preserving nature at home. 
The team here is great and I can’t wait to 
see what we can accomplish together.  
I have always enjoyed being outdoors, 
and that is what led me to start a career 
wildland firefighting. I’m lucky to have 
found a place where I can use the skills 
I acquired during that time to further 
the goals of TNC in Oklahoma.”

“Growing up on a ranch in Oklahoma  
as well as working for the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation,  
I have gained an appreciation for all 
things in nature and preserving wildlife 
habitat. I’m looking forward to learning 
new things and growing professionally. 
My hobbies include spending time with 
my family, hunting, fishing and running 
a cow/calf operation.”

Matt Hagy
Conservation Practitioner, Pearl Jackson 

Crosstimbers Preserve

Charlie Thurber 
Equipment Operator and Mechanic,  

J.T. Nickel Preserve



23

Board and Staff
Board of Trustees
Craig Abbott, M.D., Chair
Caroline Patton, Vice Chair of Governance
Miles Tolbert, Vice Chair of Conservation
Teresa Meinders Burkett, 
	 Vice Chair of Philanthropy

Members
Grant Bumgarner
Chad Dillingham
Clay Gaspar
Mark Gebbia
Mark Helm
Rudy Herrmann
Deanne Hughes
Christina Justice
John Lindsay
Neal McCaleb
Lisa Riggs
Michael Teague
Usha Turner
Lori Woodward

Lifetime Trustees
John D. Groendyke
J. Larry Nichols
John Nickel

Founding Trustees
Dr. Jerry J. Crockett
Frederick Drummond
Leonard J. Eaton
William G. Kerr
John Kilpatrick
Robert E. Lorton
Frank A. McPherson
George J. Records
C.J. (Pete) Silas
Dr. G. Rainey Williams
Joseph H. (Joe) Williams

Tulsa Area
Traci Billings – Director of  

Finance and Operations
Julie Etchison – Development Program 

Manager
Mike Fuhr – State Director
Katie Gillies – Director of Conservation
Alera Henson Albert – Operations  

and Finance Administrator
Barry Maxwell – Associate Director  

of Philanthropy
Emily Moyer – Resilient Waters  

Program Manager
Amanda Tubbs – Operations Manager

Oklahoma City Area
Emily Gross – Donor Relations Manager
Clay Pope – Partnerships &  
	 External Affairs Manager
Melissa Shackford – Director of Land Protection
Stephanie Vogel – Director of Philanthropy
Josh White – Digital Media 
	 and Content Manager

J.T. Nickel Family Nature  
and Wildlife Preserve
Clint Burson – Land Steward
Charlie Thurber – Equipment Operator
Jeremy Tubbs – Project Director
 
Four Canyon Preserve
Chris Hise – Associate Director of Conservation

Blue Boggy Preserves
Haley Bloomquist – Project Director
Justin Currie – Land Steward

Pearl Jackson Crosstimbers Preserve
Matt Hagy – Land Steward
Jeanine Lackey – Project Director 

Joseph H. Williams 
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve
Lane Birmingham – Livestock Technician
Tony Brown – Project Director
Kevin Chouteau – Livestock Technician
Bob Hamilton – Tallgrass Initiative Director
Kay Krebbs – Office Administrator
Harvey Payne – Community Relations Manager
Laura Reisdorph – Guest Services Assistant
Steve Reisdorph – Guest Services Assistant
Wyatt Severson – Livestock Technician 

Remote Employees
Joan Dwoskin – Senior Attorney
Elizabeth Skrynecki – Senior Paralegal
Diane Thornton – Associate Director  

of Gift Planning
Nick Walters – IT Support
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The Nature Conservancy in Oklahoma
10425 S. 82nd East Ave., Suite 104
Tulsa, OK 74133
nature.org/oklahoma

Facebook – @nature.ok   |   X – @nature_ok   |   Instagram – @conserve_ok

From grasslands to forests, rivers to mesas, 
we envision an Oklahoma where our rich natural heritage is valued and 
protected, and people are inspired to conserve nature for future generations.

Black Mesa Preserve © Ryan West – Going West Productions


