

Expanding Agroforestry Project
Incentive Payment Program Application

Guidance and Instructions:

All potential applicants must read program materials provided on our webpage. All potential applications must familiarize themselves with program requirements, producer expectations, and eligibility requirements via the FAQ page. Please see a map of eligible states and more program information on this webpage. Please review the FAQ page on the website before preparing your application.

If you would like to have a 1-hour consultation with our Technical Assistance staff prior to submitting your application, please fill out this form.

Please note: We recommend you build your application in a separate document, and copy/paste your final answers into this form. This form does not allow saving progress. The link to download a Word version of the form is available on our webpage under the "Apply Here" tab.

  EAP Application Cycle 3 Dates:
· Online Applications Open: 
· Tuesday, June 30th, 2026
· Online Application Deadline:
· Tuesday, August 11th, 2026
· Review & Selection Process:
· Monday, August 17th - Late September, 2026
· Applicants expected to be notified about status of their application:
· October, 2026

If you have questions about the program or application, please contact ExpandingAgroforestry@tnc.org.

This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, under agreement number NR233A750004G005. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In addition, any reference to specific brands or types of products or services does not constitute or imply an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture for those products or services.




For U.S. users only—by visiting this website you are accepting the policies described in this Privacy Policy and consenting to disclosure of Personal Information to trusted third parties including grantors, grantees, other charities, collaborative partners, and sponsors, to permit them to send you marketing communications, consistent with your choices.
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Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required.

Section 1 - Program Requirements
The following questions are to ensure that applicant producers understand EAP program requirements. If you have any questions about the materials below, please reach out to your regional lead for more information or consult the materials linked.

1.1 Please certify that you have read, understood, and are willing to comply with the program requirements, producer expectations, anticipated timelines, and eligibility requirements outlined in the EAP FAQ Document. *
Please review the EAP FAQ Document.
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

1.2 Please certify that you have read and understood the EAP Application Guidance & Instructions. *
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

1.3 Please certify that you understand that selection into the EAP Pre-Enrollment/Technical Assistance Phase of the incentive payment program does not guarantee that your project will receive funding. * 
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

1.4 Please certify that you understand that you will need to provide a Subsidiary Print from FSA in order to enroll in this program, with underlying documentation requirements set by FSA. *
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

1.5 Please certify that you will be willing and able, if selected for funding, to comply with the applicable State Conservation Practice Standard(s) for the selected agroforestry practices. *
Our program focuses on advancing three agroforestry practices: alley cropping, silvopasture, and windbreaks. To enroll in our program, the final designs must meet Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State Conservation Practice Standards for one (or more) of those three practices. Please reach out to your regional lead organization if you are not certain if your proposed planting qualifies for one of the three practice standards in your state.
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

1.6 Please confirm that you have used the EAP Online Incentive Payment Estimator Tool. *
Use this link to access the EAP Online Incentive Payment Estimator Tool located on our webpage.
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No








Section 2 - Contact Information

2.1 Have you ever submitted any application in the past to the EAP Incentive Payment Program? *
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No

2.2 Individual Name *
Please select one individual Point of Contact for each application who will be responsible for communicating with program staff and is an authorized signatory for the farm business (as applicable).

2.3 Farm Business Name (if applicable) *
If your farm operation is already registered with the Farm Service Agency (FSA), please use that entity's name. If no farm name, then please fill out Individual Name.

2.4 Do you own or lease the acreage where planting will occur for this project? *
[image: ] Own  [image: ] Lease   [image: ] Both - the proposed planting area includes acreage owned by the applicant, and acreage that is leased.
If your answer to the above is “Lease” or “Both”, the following question will pop up next:
2.4.1 If you are a leasee, do you have approval from the land owner to participate in this program? 

[image: ] Yes  [image: ]  No   [image: ] Not Yet

2.5 Phone *+1


2.6 Cell Phone or Landline *
[image: ] Cell Phone	[image: ] Landline


2.7 Email Address *


2.7.1  Alternative Email Address


2.8 Proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm - Street Address *


2.9 Proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm Address - Town/City *
2.10 Proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm Address - Zip Code *


2.11 Proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm Address - County *


2.12 Proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm Address - State *
The 30 U.S. states eligible for this program are listed below. Once an option is selected, question 5.1 will pop up below with a dropdown list of eligible species for that state to select from.

2.13 Is Home Address different from the proposed Agroforestry Planting/Farm Site Address? *






Section 3 - Current Operation Information

3.1 Current & Pending NRCS Contracts *
Please share if your farm has any current or pending applications with NRCS (CSP, CRP, and/or EQIP programs) for silvopasture, alley cropping, and/or windbreaks. EAP Funding cannot be used on the same land, at the same time, for the same practices that other federal funding is supporting.
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No	[image: ] Unsure

3.2 Total Farm Property Number of Acres *
How many acres is your entire farm operation?

3.3 How many years of experience do you have with annual crop farming and/or grazing operation? *
Please round to the nearest year.

3.4 How many years of experience do you have with agroforestry and/or perennial agriculture operation? *

3.5 Approximately how much of your work week is currently spent farming crops and/or raising livestock/poultry?
[image: ]

3.6 Approximately how much of your current annual income comes from farming and/or raising livestock/poultry?
[image: ]












Section 4 - Proposed Agroforestry Project Plan Summary

4.1 What was the total the Incentive Payment Estimator Tool provided for your project with the planting details shared in this application? (Insert numbers with this format: XXXX.XX - no dollar signs and no commas). *
Please note - there is no guarantee that this will be your final incentive payment offered by the program.


4.2 Producer Expectations - Targeted Planting Timeline *
 Which of the following scenarios is closest to your operation's targeted planting timeline for your project?

[image: ]


4.3 Producer Expectations - Flexibility on Proposed Planting Design Adjustments *
 How flexible is your design?

[image: ]

4.4 Overall Agroforestry Project Description *
Provide a brief description of the main project goals for the establishment / expansion of your Agroforestry system including your long-term vision of this site. Recommended: maximum 3 paragraphs.


4.5 Financing Options *
Would you be interested in receiving more information about financing options in addition to applying for the incentive payment?
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No	[image: ] Maybe


4.6 Willingness to serve as a Long-Term Science Research Site *
Beyond the required data collection for Monitoring, Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MMRV) for this project - would you be interested in your operation being involved in data collection for additional scientific studies & research?
[image: ] Yes	[image: ] No	[image: ] Maybe, need more information




Section 5 - Proposed Agroforestry Planting Plan Details

5.1 What trees/shrub species are you planning to plant? *
Our program has a state specific list of eligible tree and shrub species. Please select all that apply to your project plan from the dropdown list below. (Word version note: Check the Online Application Form for the dropdown list for your farm’s state. To do so, you will need to answer question 2.12 first.)
 
5.2 Primary Intercrop(s) / Livestock *
For each practice, please list which intercrop(s) (crop grown between tree rows) or livestock is/are the primary commercial production for that area of your farm.

5.3 What equipment does your operation have available for use on this Agroforestry project?
Describe available equipment (tractor, mulcher, loader, machinery widths and turning areas, etc.)

5.4 What labor resources does your operation have available for use on this Agroforestry project?
Describe labor resources currently available and any proposed additional labor in your agroforestry system.

5.5 Irrigation *
Are you planning to irrigate the new tree and shrub plantings? If so, how will your project expand existing irrigation systems or establish new irrigation systems?

5.6 Upload your Agroforestry Design (any format) and Incentive Payment Estimator Budget (.pdf) *
File Size Limit: 30MB per file. A maximum of 10 files can be uploaded per individual form submission.

Do not include any sensitive personal information in your upload.

If you have questions and/or need additional guidance to submit the below components, please reach out to ExpandingAgroforestry@tnc.org to be connected to your project region's Regional Lead.

If you have any issues uploading your plan here, or have additional optional materials such as annotated maps, aerial imagery, existing planning documents, business plans, that you would like to share with the review committee - please email them to ExpandingAgroforestry@tnc.org and include your Farm Operation Name in the subject line.

If you designed your plan in the Overyield software, please also share the link to it in the next question.

Agroforestry Design Map
· Map of farm with farm name, field boundaries with acreage totals & indication of cardinal directions (e.g. arrow pointing North)
· In-row & Between-row spacing measurements
· Locations of species and number of shrub/trees per row or acre

Installation Plan & Budget
Please include as many details as possible including, but not limited to:
· Tree species to be planted
· Intended purpose(s) of trees/shrubs (e.g., fodder, food crop) Spacing (in-row and between-row)
· Perimeter fencing plans
· Tree protection plans - from livestock, deer, and rodents Irrigation plans
· Weed Control

· For Silvopasture only, provide additional information, including but not limited to:
a. Livestock type and breed
b. Rotational Grazing Plan and Paddocks Design (please attach additional documents if available)

Post-installation: Maintenance and Operations
· What maintenance activities (e.g., after-care of tree saplings/ seedlings, watering, mulching) do you anticipate conducting?
· How often do you plan to conduct the activities?

Capital & Labor Needs
Please include as many details as possible including, but not limited to:
· To ensure success of the system, what capital improvements & equipment are you anticipating purchasing (e.g. harvester, processing equipment, cold storage)?
· Will you be hiring additional labor for managing the agroforestry system?

Sales & Marketing Plans
· Please share your plans for marketing the products from the agroforestry system you are planning. Include outlet (e.g. farmer's market, CSA, grocery stores, wholesale, etc.) and product form (fresh, dried, frozen, value-added). If you have proposed sales price information, please share that as well.

Additional OPTIONAL Components:
· Photos from different angles of the site where you would like to establish the agroforestry project.





Drop your ﬁles here Browse



5.7 If you designed your plan in the Overyield software, please share the link below.
By providing this link, you are giving permission for our team to view and share the information about your project for our review and selection process.

5.8 Technical Service Support *
Did you receive support in developing your agroforestry plan from an Agroforestry Professional (Technical Assistance Staff, Technical Service Provider, etc)?



Section 6 - Voluntary Information
The following questions are voluntary and answered at the discretion of the applicant. Answers to these questions will not affect the review or scoring of your application for funding through the Expanding Agroforestry Project.

6.1 How did you hear about the Expanding Agroforestry Project?
Please select all that apply, and please provide more detail in the next question.

· Social Media
· Newsletter/E-mail Listserv
· Conference
· Peer Referral
· Education Workshop or Field Day Event
· State Agency
· Project Partner Organization
· Technical Service Provider
· Other (please provide more detail in the next question)

6.2 Are you an Underserved Producer, as defined by USDA for this program?
USDA has defined Underserved Status for any producer who has one or more of the following attributes.

These include the five categories of Historically Undeserved Producers (please see this webpage for full definitions):

· Beginning farmers - less than 10 years of farming experience.
· Socially disadvantaged farmers - American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, and/or Hispanics.
· Veteran farmers
· Limited resource farmers - please use this USDA determination tool to determine if you qualify for this designation.

· [image: ][image: ]Yes	No	 Unsure


6.3 Are you willing to be contacted about future research studies related to agroforestry?
The agroforestry community is growing quickly! The information you shared above is valuable and could help researchers better understand national trends in agroforestry adoption, implementation, and producer experiences. If a future research opportunity arises, we would like to contact you with information about the specific study, what your participation would involve, and an opportunity to decide whether or not you would like to participate.
· Yes, I am willing to be contacted about future research studies.
· No, I am not willing to be contacted about future research studies. 
6.4 Opt-In For Communication *
By submitting this form, do you agree that The Nature Conservancy and/or project partners may reach out to you via email and communicate through periodic email updates about the agroforestry project and additionally, by sharing your phone number, you give The Nature Conservancy and/or our project partners permission to reach out to you via telephone about the agroforestry project?
[image: ] Yes [image: ] No


[image: ] Send me a copy of my responses Submit
Powered by [image: ] Privacy Policy Report Abuse


image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.png




image18.png




image19.png




image20.png




image21.png




image22.png




image23.png
(Oo-10%  ()1020% ()20-30% () 30-40%
() 40-50% () 50-60% () 60-70% () 70-80%

() 80-90% () 90-100%




image24.png
— Targeted planting timeline: Fall 2026. (Please note - our program is not
- agood fit for projects that target this timeline)

Targeted planting timeline: Spring 2027. (Please note this is contingent
() upon completion of the Technical Assistance Phase and all necessary
program requirements).

() Targeted planting timeline: Fall 2027.
() Targeted planting timeline: Spring 2028.

() Targeted planting timeline: Fall 2028.




image25.png
) Well-defined - | would prefer not to deviate from this application’s plan
\ andits goals.

Flexible - | am open to adjustments by my assigned EAP technical
() assistance provider to align this application's plan and its goals with
those of the program as recommended and/or required.

_ Technical Assistance Needed - | am not certain what project
() plan/design would be best and would need significant technical
assistance support.




image26.png




image27.png




image28.png




image29.png




image30.png




image31.png




image32.png




image33.png




image34.png




image35.png




image36.png




image37.png




image38.png




image39.png




image40.png




image41.png
smartsheet




