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Dear Friends,

We are so pleased to share this year’s Annual 
Report. Nature needs you and all of us. Dr. Frogard 
Ryan, state director for The Nature Conservancy 
in Connecticut, and Bola Olusanya, TNC’s vice 
president and chief investment officer, reflected on 
2024’s many wins and challenges. Here is a glimpse 
of their conversation.

FROGARD: What a year it’s been, for TNC and for nature. How are you feeling?

BOLA: I’m always thinking about how much work we have to do. It is truly life-changing for 
people and our planet. But I’m hopeful and excited when I learn about a new community 
partner joining a project, or ways we’re co-managing land with Indigenous Peoples, or a 

reconnected river welcoming more migratory fish. How have things been in Connecticut?

FROGARD: We’ve been working heavily on community resilience and climate legislation, which has been especially 
urgent as we watch extreme weather ramp up—you may have seen Connecticut flooding on national news this 
summer when streams turned into rushing rivers during a 15-inch rainfall in the western part of the state. 

BOLA: I did see that. It’s the kind of story we hear from TNC chapters in the United States 
and across the globe. TNC is in more than 80 countries, which all have unique needs, but 
we see two big crises everywhere: biodiversity loss and climate change. For so many, the 

problems are scary and feel too big to tackle. But they are enormous signs that nature 
needs us—and that we can’t wait. That’s why TNC is working harder than ever.

FROGARD: What I’m always reminded of is that nature knows no state lines, no boundaries of any kind. I take 
comfort in knowing that what we do at home in Connecticut ripples across New England and beyond. We’re doing 
work for our local land and communities, but it makes double the difference because that impact travels.

BOLA: On my team, that’s exactly how we feel. We need to include more  
people in this dialogue, while finding innovative methods and investments  

to deploy nature-based solutions. When I must dig deep for 
inspiration, I think back to my trip to Rwanda—spending time 

in a local community and seeing the crises of biodiversity 
and climate through their eyes, especially the youngsters. 

Geographically, they’re continents away, but we’re bonded 
through our shared efforts. Nature is healing, for us humans and 

for its own challenges. We need to harness that power.

FROGARD: I’m so excited about how we’re doing that at home in Connecticut and the 
ways we will reach big goals for our planet across TNC. So much went on in 2024, and 
we hope to show everyone that nature needs you—and that change happens when we 
connect and work together.

Bola Olusanya

Dr. Frogard Ryan Bola Olusanya

Dr. Frogard Ryan
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The Farmington River ranked 6th on the 2024 Most Endangered Rivers list for the United States, due to concerns for fish and 
the local ecosystem. The health of the river is connected to a local dam.

What can be done about dams and culverts that render waterways non-navigable for migrating fish? The Nature Conservancy 
in Connecticut is creating solutions to reconnect and support rivers, like the Farmington River. Nature needs friends like you 
to join in.

Support is growing. More than 100 people attended the chapter’s first-ever “World Fish Migration Day” event in May. 
Guests hiked along the Farmington River, learned about local organizations and joint efforts to reconnect rivers, and enjoyed 
a documentary screening on river restoration—particularly how the removal of obsolete and vulnerable dams can renew an 
ecosystem and open wildlife passageways.

Only 1/3 of the world’s longest rivers remain free-flowing. Freshwater plants and animals have declined by 83% since 1970. 
TNC is working to safeguard or restore 1 million+ kilometers of healthy rivers and streams by 2030. 

Connecticut’s work toward that goal will involve the Town of Groton: We’re partnering to improve a culvert along Haley 
Brook, a tributary of the Mystic River. A new design would facilitate fish passage for critical migratory species like river 
herring and brook trout, with a more resilient crossing during extreme storm events and flooding.

THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE WATER

“We hope that as more people understand the 
immense value of reconnecting rivers, we’ll see 
additional support for these efforts,” says Emily 
Hadzopulos, freshwater restoration project manager 
for TNC in CT. “Nature-based solutions bring  
positive outcomes very quickly in a local area, 
but also create a ripple effect.”

Connecticut has 

5,000+
dams

 Farmington River © Tebben Gill Lopez 
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MARSHING ORDERS
$4M GRANT TO SUPPORT RESTORATION WORK

For the salt marsh at Rocky Neck State Park, things have been…rocky. 

The area is known for its stunning beach, train route, peaceful walking paths, 
and pavilion, but the marsh is a large and integral piece of the ecosystem. It’s 
about to get some much-needed support through a $4 million grant secured 
by The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.

TNC in CT will manage the “Bride Brook Estuary Transformation Project” in 
collaboration with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, which manages the park, and local partners. A team has launched 
a planning process for transformative work to restore the Bride Brook estuary 
and coastal marsh at Rocky Neck; ensure resilience; and improve visitor access 
to the park’s natural resources.

TOP REASONS ROCKY 
NECK NEEDS SUPPORT

1.	 The marsh is drowning, with a loss of vegetation and open pools 
of water and mud. It should look like a grassy meadow and needs 
unimpeded tidal flow.

2.	 It provides unique habitat that supports immense biodiversity 
including plants, fish, mammals and birds—healthy habitats are 
essential as we tackle biodiversity loss.

3.	 A healthy marsh is necessary in a changing climate: It acts as a 
natural shield for the coastline, and reduces ambient air and water 
temperatures.

4.	 Bride Brook is home to the largest alewife run in the state. As 
migratory fish, alewife need healthy waterways with proper tidal flow.

5.	 Rocky Neck is one of the most popular state parks in Connecticut, 
and an important place for people to access, enjoy, and benefit from 
coastal resources.

© Tebben Gill Lopez 
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© Tebben Gill Lopez 

“We are incredibly excited to have secured these federal funds 
to restore an important ecosystem in Connecticut, and for the 
benefits that will extend to everyone who loves and lives near 
Rocky Neck State Park. This was an ideal time to come together 
with the state and local partners.”

— DR. JESSICA CAÑIZARES, TNC IN CT’S DIRECTOR OF COASTAL ECOSYSTEM PROJECTS 

“It’s believed that bridges and other infrastructure have  
altered the natural flow of water and disrupted how sediment 
moves through the system, leading to marsh degradation.  
This project will further study the issue, as well as determine 
and design solutions.”

— TIM CLARK, TNC IN CT’S SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT PROJECT DIRECTOR
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SEEDLING IS BELIEVING
$2M GRANT TO BOOST URBAN FORESTRY

“There are numerous approaches to caring for and 
expanding Connecticut’s urban forests, and many 
communities seek opportunities to learn from their peers. 
Time is of the essence, and bringing together communities 
across the entire state will maximize impact.” 

—DREW GOLDSMAN, TNC IN CT’S URBAN CONSERVATION DIRECTOR.

The power of a tree…Huge, if you think about it. Shade, 
oxygen, cooling effects, a home for wildlife, a filter for air 
and water, a tool for sequestering carbon, the backdrop to 
childhood memories.

That’s why protecting trees is more urgent than ever, 
especially in the face of a rapidly changing climate. 
Through that work, The Nature Conservancy in 
Connecticut secured a $2.2 million grant to establish 
the Connecticut Urban Forest Network for Equity and 
Resilience. Funding comes via the U.S. Forest Service’s 
Urban and Community Forestry Program and Inflation 
Reduction Act.

The network aims to build the state’s urban forestry 
capacity, particularly in communities with very low tree 
canopy, and support more urban forest advocates and 
practitioners. Nature needs healthy trees—the signs were 
clear as extreme heat ran on repeat all summer.  
The heat island effect made it more intense in cities  
(when temperatures are higher due to buildings, pavement 
and parking lots).

The seeds were planted years ago, in more ways than one, 
when TNC’s urban forestry work began in Bridgeport. Now, 
efforts are reaching statewide as a nature-based solution 
to tackle effects of climate change.

© Tebben Gill Lopez 
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GOING OUT ON A LIMB
Imagine a future where Connecticut forests have lost some of their most recognizable, magnificent and essential 
native trees. American beech, Eastern hemlock, ash.

Invaded and decimated by pests and disease over decades, these native species are dying out, triggering a cascade of 
negative consequences beyond the loss of trees themselves.

They need people like you,  who understand their immense value, as well as scientists and researchers, to join together 
for solutions. Luckily, that’s happening through the Tree Species in Peril project, made possible by the Manton 
Foundation, which The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut has proudly called a partner for the last decade.

What’s happening?

Pests and disease attack trees

Gaps emerge in the forest canopy 

Fewer native species thrive

Invasive species grow unchecked

Reducing native biodiversity 
and resilience across entire forests

Species under greatest threat could one day be eliminated from diverse forest ecosystems, in Connecticut and across 
the country, from New England to the Midwest. So, since 2022, TNC has been rapidly coordinating efforts, alongside 
its primary partner, the U.S. Forest Service, to disrupt this destructive chain of events.

The blueprint will be used to rapidly respond to future pests, diseases, and climate challenges, keeping our forests 
healthy and diverse. Tree Species in Peril is a critical investment in the future of North American forests—because our 
work here matters everywhere. 

What will it take to fix forests?
Research at many institutions, including the 
University of Connecticut
Resistance breeding with trees who are survivors
Analysis, cultivation, exposure and selection of 
successful saplings
Years and years

© Eric Aldrich
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You’re Invited

Where:     Your local forest, hiking trail, city park, 

beach, pond or garden

When: Today, tomorrow, anytime

Why: Because nature needs you, and you need nature

Thanks to your support, The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut protects more than 50 
preserves. They’re so much more than just beautiful, natural areas:

	 Habitats that are home to diverse native animal and plant species

	 Natural areas that suppport carbon capture and climate resilience

	 Refuge for our essential human need to connect with nature

Nature is for all, but it has to be accessible. People of all ages and abilities are finding new 
ways to connect with trees, water, plants and more through TNC in CT.

© Tebben Gill Lopez © Drew Goldsman
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Devil’s Den Preserve in Weston installed a digital kiosk. 
Wondering about sunset? The kiosk lists a time. Need step-by-
step trail directions? That’s a screen tap away. It’s all in English 
and Spanish, with video captions, too. A fun, modern tool, that 
appeals to different kinds of learners.

Devil’s Den also offers guided hikes. Visitors may feel more 
confident going the distance with a guide, and others are new 
to hiking. Some are especially for youngsters just starting to 
connect with nature.

You might feel more comfortable heading outdoors when you 
have gear to pack and know how to use it. TNC in CT delivered 
backpacks full of supplies for outdoor exploration to a school 
in Bridgeport, thanks to a donation from Athletic Brewing 
Company. Then, everyone gathered outside to give them a  
test run.

Burnham Brook Preserve in East Haddam expanded 
programming in partnership with the Eightmile River Wild and 
Scenic Coordinating Committee and the East Haddam Land 
Trust to include citizen science opportunities, educational 
presentations, and guided preserve walks, all open to the public. 
The groups now share the preserve’s field office—the former 
home of Dr. Richard Goodwin, a TNC founder.

Hiking trails are being reimagined: Burnham Brook now has an 
all-terrain wheelchair that will soon be available to the public. 
TNC’s team is also preparing wheelchair-accessible trails and 
developing a volunteer network to assist with access to, and use 
of, the wheelchair.

TNC’S CONNECTICUT PRESERVES
Welcome to 

Burnham Brook projects are 
made possible with grant funding 
from the Community Foundation 
of Middlesex County.

© Susan Wollschlager
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When The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut leads its Community Resilience Building process with a municipality or 
academic institution, the work doesn’t stop there. It’s truly just the beginning. The city of Stamford is seeing that firsthand.

Back in 2013, Stamford asked TNC in CT, in partnership with the Western Connecticut Council of Governments, to initiate 
its very own CRB process. Goals included helping the city become more resilient, sustainable, and equitable. 

With 40+ participants representing 25+ organizations, the process led to agreement on climate action plans with a list 
of priority actions. One in particular provided TNC with an opportunity to help Stamford’s Stormwater Management 
Department reduce flooding impacts and decrease stress that runoff from storms can place on municipal sewer systems 
and streams and rivers at the end of the pipes. The goal was to generate flood reduction and water quality improvement by 
installing green stormwater infrastructure projects (like bioswales, tree street planting, green roofs, rainwater harvesting, 
porous pavement, and other bioengineering techniques).

In the following years, TNC worked to secure funding and allowances to design and install Stamford’s first bioswale in 
2019. The location was sited in the downtown business district directly in front of the University of Connecticut Stamford 
Campus in hopes of educating residents and students on green stormwater infrastructure practices. Dr. Adam Whelchel, 
director of science for TNC in CT, worked with a contractor to install the bioswale—a success that resulted in Whelchel 
and TNC receiving the highest environmental honor that the city awards.

The project’s importance and impact were clear. So clear, that Tyler Theder, Stamford’s director of stormwater 
management, decided the city would be better off with more bioswales. Stamford is now installing 20 additional bioswales 
with $1M in Congressionally directed funding. 

“Bioswales fit in with a larger goal to make Stamford 
more resilient and sustainable, while also adding to the 
aesthetics of sidewalks with plantings and some greenery,” 
says Stamford Mayor Caroline B. Simmons.

From providing a CRB, to identifying green stormwater 
infrastructure as a priority, to partnering on installation, and 
offering continued expertise, TNC is proud to have served 
as a catalyst for this work. In building strong partnership, 
and prioritizing nature-based solutions, the effort will help 
reduce climate impacts in one of Connecticut’s biggest 
cities—while being a model for others anywhere in the state.

DIVIDENDS A DECADE LATER IN STAMFORD

The Community Resilience 
Building process,which TNC 
began in CT in 2009, has 
been conducted in:
San Francisco Bay, greater Milwaukee, academic 
institutions in Atlanta, all of Cape Cod, island 
communities like Nantucket and Martha’s 
Vineyard, and rural communities in Maine, Rhode 
Island, Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Hampshire, 
and the Hudson River Valley in New York.
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TNC in CT has worked extensively with the City of Groton, including the development of the Southeastern Connecticut 
Regional Framework for Coastal Resilience. Next up: addressing longstanding issues from stormwater flooding in the Five 
Corners neighborhood by assessing affected areas and developing nature-based solutions. Infrastructure is being pushed 
beyond limits by the volume of water in the area.

TNC will work with community partners, businesses in the area, and designers to envision a resilient Five Corners 
neighborhood. Once the City of Groton’s stormwater assessment is complete, the community can seek implementation 
funding and address life-threatening flooding.

CAPITOL PROJECTS
The clock struck midnight on a May evening, ending the year’s 
legislative session in Hartford. It had been an especially busy season 
for The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut, from crafting bills, and 
testifying in support, to meeting with legislators. Multiple TNC-
supported bills were victorious:

Legislation allowing the state’s Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection more authority to shut down dams 
deemed unsafe or dangerous.

An act supporting solar, including solar canopies and a 
provisional lift of a solar cap.

A bill allowing a 30-year contract option for offshore wind 
(OSW) power, which can help enable OSW deployment.

The session’s end won’t stop TNC from again advocating for a climate 
omnibus bill that did not come up for a Senate vote, but passed the 
house. When the new session begins, we’ll build on that momentum. 

Nature will need your voice, too.

“When I see our comments or 
testimony used in a final draft 

of a bill, especially at the federal 
level, it’s tremendous to see we 
have worked together to create 

legislation or a program that will 
protect people and nature.”

—CARY LYNCH, TNC IN CT’S  
CLIMATE AND ENERGY MANAGER

BRINGING A VISION TO LIFE
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HARMONY FOR HIGHWAYS 
AND HABITATS

Connecticut is a unique 
mosaic of habitats, with 
connections between tidal 

and river environments, and 
forest, grassland and wetlands. 

It all contributes to diverse wildlife:  
84 species of mammals, 335 bird 

species, 50 species of reptiles and 
amphibians, 169 fish species, and around 

20,000 species of invertebrates.

It also means wildlife is out and about near people— 
and vehicles. The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut is 
enhancing safety for all of the above.

In partnership with the Connecticut Department 
of Transportation and Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection, and supported by funding 
secured through the Federal Highway Administration’s 
and Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program, TNC is leading a joint 
project to evaluate and protect movement of people  
and wildlife. 

The expected results? A mapping toolset for state 
decisions on infrastructure and environmental projects, 
and, over time, fewer wildlife-vehicle collisions and 
increased habitat connectivity. That means a safer home 
for people and animals.

Habitat fragmentation and loss are the greatest threat 
to Connecticut’s biodiversity. An average of 1,028 deer 
collisions occurred annually here from 2015-2022. Work 
will identify critical habitat blocks, and roads intersecting 
such blocks and migratory corridors.

MAPPING THE 
FUTURE FOR 
MIGRATORY 
SPECIES 
You could say the Appalachian Mountains are like a 
highway for wildlife…crossing 19 states, and yes, that 
includes Connecticut up in our northwest corner!

As climate change drives ecosystem instability, plants 
and animals are shifting northward and upslope. They 
need connected lands like the Appalachians to provide 
safe passage and a thriving home. Through TNC’s 
Resilient and Connected Appalachians Grant Program, 
two Connecticut land trusts received grants to conserve 
parcels in the mountain range. 

TNC awarded $50,000 each to the Norfolk Land Trust 
and the Warren Land Trust, creating a contiguous 
protected block of approximately 1,200 acres when 
combined with additional lands.

A stronghold of climate resilience and vital migration 
pathway for diverse species, the Appalachian range 
is a focal point for protection efforts. Indeed, a virtual 
superhighway for nature will be stitched together. 

And it takes all of us—TNC, supporters like you, local land 
trusts and environmental organizations— 
to make that happen.
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$1,000,000+
The Late Stewart Greenfield and 

Connie Greenfield / Stewart 
and Constance Greenfield 
Foundation Ω ∆

The Manton Foundation

$250,000-$999,999
Eunice and Robert Burnett Ω ∆    
Joanie and Jeremy Frost / Dillon 

Fund Ω
Marie-France and Rene Kern Ω   
Philip Livingston, M.D.,  

and the Tortuga Charitable 
Foundation Ω ∆

The Late Frances Puddicombe

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous (2)
Mr. Michael Johnson / 

Summer Hill Foundation
Anne M. Mulcahy Ω 
Mrs. Susan F. Ritchie
Sunny Meadow Farm  

& The Smithy Market    
Mark and Dorinda Winkelman Ω

$50,000-$99,999
Ms. Frances C. Ashley Ω ∆
Ms. Susan Bevan and the Late 

Anthony Daddino / Bevan 
Daddino Foundation Ω ∆

Community Foundation of Eastern 
Connecticut

Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County

Ms. Kathleen Hayes /  
Hayes Foundation

Karen and Sanjeev Mehra /  
Mehra Family Foundation Ω

John and Lee Pritchard Ω ∆
Allen and Missy Rosenshine Ω ∆
Mr. and Mrs. John Ruckes
Amy L. van der Velde Ω ∆

$25,000-$49,999
Mark and Deborah Blackman
Ms. Marilyn T. Clements
Ann Ditchburn and the  

Late Joan Haiss
The Late Joan Faust ∆
Mr. John C. Freeman ∆
Mr. Robert A. Jaeger Ω ∆
Mary and Garrett Moran
Paula Oppenheim /  

Oppenheim Family Fund

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (4)
Ms. Mary M. Ackerly and  

Mr. J. Michael Sconyers Ω 
Mr. Douglas R. Barile
Barnes Group Inc /  

Barnes Group Foundation
Brad and Mary Burnham
Connecticut Land  

Conservation Council 
di Bonaventura / van Paasschen 

Family Fund Ω 
Ferriday Fund Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Goldstein
Mr. Evan Griswold and  

Ms. Emily Fisher Ω ∆

James Heym and Lynn Wilkinson Ω
Mr. William W. Hunter
Helen and David Jaffe /  

The Jaffe Family Foundation Ω 
Ms. Jane E. Kammerer
Mr. John C. Kennedy
Ms. Margaret Kilgore ∆
Ms. Patricia C. Kitchings / 

Kitchings Family Foundation
David M. Kozak
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Lehrman / 

Johnson-Stillman Family 
Foundation 

The Late Gary Lupienski
Joseph and Tracy Merrill /  

Half Moon Foundation Ω 
Ms. Dale A. Parsons ∆
Ms. Jane L. Roth
George Rudoff ∆
John and Lynn Sheppard, Jr. / 

Sheppard Foundation
Ms. Catherine J. Stroup
Ms. Anne H. Swift
Stephanie Weaver ∆
Abby B. Weiss
The Late W. Thurmon Whitley
Winkler and Virginia Gosch Fund
Lori and Peter Wright

$1,000-$9,999
Anonymous (9)
David and Audrey Abrams
Christine Acebo
Richard and Kimberly Alexander
Marilyn N. Allan
Mr. and Mrs. K. Tucker Andersen
Dean and Lisa Audet
Ms. Bridget Baird
Jane M. Baljevic
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bass
Joan Behre
Victoria Bennett
Miss Cecilia Berardi
Mrs. Frances H. Berger
Mr. Christopher J. Berman
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Besse
Ms. Cindi Bigelow / David and 

Eunice Bigelow Foundation
BlueTriton Brands, Inc.
Alan Blume and Martha Blume
Dr. Gabrielle Bolton
Richard Booth
Ms. Stephanie Bowling Zeigler
Kathleen M. Brady
Mr. Mark Branse
Rhett Braunschweig
Margaret Buckley
William and Lucy Butler /  

William Ewing Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Carey Jr.
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Carey
Susan and Thomas Caronia
Ms. Leslie A. Carothers Ω
James and Anne Carroll
Nicholas and Susan Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Case ∆
Jo Cobble
Dr. Cynthia D. Conrad
Francine Cornaglia and  

Mark Borton
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Cox Jr.
Mr. Richard R. Crowle
Ms. Jane M. Cumming
Sharon and Donald Cundy

Ms. Tiffany B. Cunningham ∆
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Denton
Katherine DeTroy
Ms. Sheila F. Donnelly
George Bogart and Jana Draper
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher  

du Pont Roosevelt
Mrs. Judith H. Duran ∆
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eck
Mr. and Mrs. James Eder
The Honorable Daniel Esty and  

The Honorable Elizabeth Esty Ω 
Brittain and Steven Ezzes
J. C. Fagan
Doug Fechter
Ms. Stephanie Fenwick
William M. Ford
Mr. Mark M. Friedman
Mr. Keith E. Frost
Rosalie Frost ∆
Mrs. Barbara S. Gardella
Elizabeth Garnsey
Kelin E. Gersick
Mr. Jeffrey Glans and  

Ms. Louise Perkins
Mr. David H. Gonci and  

Ms. Noreen P. Cullen ∆
John D. Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Grassi Ω ∆
Jeni GrayRoberts
Mr. Richard Grellier and 

Ms. Alison Cox
Ms. Gene O. Groves
Mr. Roger Hanlon
Sue B. Hart
Ms. Rebecca M. Harvey
Robert and Lisette Henrey
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Heys
Mr. Julian Hinsch
Dr. Kent E. Holsinger Ω ∆
Mary Hussey
Ms. Jalna Jaeger and  

Mr. David Callan
Mr. and Mrs. David Jaffe
Robert Javonillo, Ph.D. Ω
Ludwig Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Jones
Kirsten Jorgensen
Charles Kaiser
Mrs. Ellen K. Kapustka
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Katz
Mr. Joseph Kaufman
James Keller and  

Candice Chirgotis ∆
Mr. Robert M. Kettles
Ms. Keitha L. Kinne
Mr. and Mrs. Chester W.  

Kitchings Jr. / Kitchings  
Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Kohn
Jefferson Kolle
Dr. Robert Kruger and  

Ms. Heidi Palmer
Mr. Christopher Kueffner and  

Ms. Lynn Stoddard
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel LaGattuta
Ms. Marta Jo Lawrence
Ms. Mary Ellen LeBien / Louis and 

Virginia Clemente Foundation
Mr. Edward J. Lechowicz
Ms. Lauri Levitt Friedland and  

Mr. Michael Friedland / 
Winston Foundation

Mr. Raymond W. Leyden
Andrew Limoges

Mr. William F. Loehr
Leonard Lombardi ∆
Lower Farmington River and 

Salmon Brook Wild and Scenic
Seniel Lucien
Lawrence and Dana Lunden ∆
Pamela M. Lunny
Mr. Alan Lurie and  

Ms. Susanne Shrader
Ms. Mitzi Lyman and  

Mr. David Geronemus
Nancy G. Mandeville
Stephanie Marshall
Ms. Jane E. Martin ∆
Mr. Jerry Mashaw and  

Ms. Anne MacClintock
Ms. Susan Matthews
Ms. Nancy Mazzoni
Nancy Mazzoni
McCullough Foundation
Mrs. Nanny McDowell
Mr. Thomas McGrath and Ms. 

Christine Baker
Mr. David McKinnis and  

Dr. Elizabeth McKinnis
David and Elizabeth McKinnis
Ms. Jane M. McLane
Cathy J. Milkofsky
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Miller
Mr. Donald N. Millerbernd
Mr. Joseph Misdraji and  

Mr. Scott Thomas
Eileen M. More
Mr. Robert Morgado and  

Dr. Mary Lou Morgado
Mr. Timothy H. Murphy
Stephen Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nerod
Mr. Francis J. Nestor
Cynthia E. Nethercut
Mr. and Mrs. David Newell
Elizabeth and Mark Nigrosh
Mr. Brian Ochs
Martha Okie
Richard and Lynne Olson
Jonathan and Kelly Opdyke
Marie Orsini Rosen and  

Philip Rosen ∆
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ostuw
Joan Packer ∆
Jeanne Paparazzo
Mr. and Mrs. David Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Perrie
Petchers Foundation
Mrs. Martha M. Peterson
Mr. Robert J. Pettit
Ms. Patricia Pickard
Ms. Jane Plant ∆
Ms. Halina P. Platt ∆
Kyle M. Puhl
Steven Pullen
Alison Ratliff and Philip Ratliff
Elizabeth Rea
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Reed
Paul Regan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Richardson
Harold J. Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ross ∆
Ms. Shelby G. Schavoir
Mr. Richard E. Schlosberg
Dr. Marvin R. Schnur and  

Mrs. Jane R. Schnur
James and Sallie Schwartz
Gail M. Schwartzkroin
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Setlow

Ms. Purvi P. Shah
Ms. Sirely V. Shaldjian
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Shaw
Mr. Paul J. Shea
Robert B. Sienko
Dr. John Silander and  

Mrs. Nancy Silander Ω 
Mr. Bruce D. Simonds
Carol Simpson and Bob Hewey
Dr. David Skelly and  

Ms. Lauri Freidenburg Ω ∆
Stuart R. Small
Stuart F. Smith
Sorenson-Pearson Family 

Foundation
Ms. Linda L. Spatz
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stebbins
Mrs. Judith Steinberg
Ms. Joan A. Steitz
Karen Stone and David Schulz
Carol Story ∆
Mr. and Mrs. John Stover
Jonathan and Kathy Sturman ∆
Melissa and Timothy Sullivan
Jeffrey O. Sund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Taplin
Neal and Kathy Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. David Thompson Jr.
David and Joyce Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Thompson
Stuart and Tiffany Thompson
Nicholas and Cary Tingley
TJ Whalen Memorial Foundation, 

Inc.
Steve Tomlinson
Douglas Traver
Mr. Charles T. Treadway III
Carl and Deborah Ullman
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Ullman
Mr. and Mrs. David Ulmer ∆
Lana and Cecil Ursprung
Vanguard Products Corporation
Patricia Wales ∆
Ms. Mary G. Ward
Ms. Jane M. Waugh
Mr. and Mrs. David Waxman
Patricia C. Wehrli
John and Ellen Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Wesler
Eugenia L. West
Alexander and Rebekah Westphal
Whitney and Anne Stone 

Foundation
Ms. Ellen M. Wightman
Michelle Williams
Mrs. Vickie Winterer
Mr. Peter G. Witkin
Meng Wu
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Zucker

Legacy Club
Anonymous (38)
Victor and Cathy Alfandre
Ms. Heather E. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. S.C. Amidon
Mrs. Louise K. Amidon
Jean M. Anderson
Richard Anselmo Jr.
Ms. Andrea Argyros
Paul A. Armond Jr.
Ms. Frances C. Ashley Ω
Peter J. Auster and  

Lisa C. Wahle Ω
Ms. Betsy Austin

SALUTING OUR SUPPORTERS
Your dedication powers local and global solutions.
The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut wishes to thank the following donors for their support and service in fiscal year 
2024. This list represents those who have contributed at least $1,000 or more between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024  
to the Conservancy’s local, national, and international conservation work.

Trustee or Former Trustee Ω        Legacy Club ∆    
While we make every effort to ensure the accuracy and correct listing of each name, we apologize for any oversight.
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Ms. Sandra Ball
Beth Barrett and Cynthia Camargo
Mr. Chris Bartholomew
Mr. Mark Basile and  

Mr. Steven Schnepp
Vasil Batsu
Ms. Tricia Bauer and  

Mr. Bill Bozzone
Joanna Baymiller
Loftus E. Becker
Claudia Bemis and  

Robert Weinstein
Susan J. Bevan Ω
Jeffrey Bieber
Frank Bifolche
Virginia D. Bitting
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Black
Diana N. Blair
Sandy Blake
Leigh A. Bonney and  

Larry K. Ritzhaupt Ω
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Booth
Janet E. Booth
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowers
Judith Bragg
Sandra Bramhall
Vincent and Rosemarie Brancato
Garry D. Brewer
Adrienne Brimlow and Chris Lynch
Ms. Lynne Brooks
Jennifer and Michael Brown Ω
Ray Cabana
Kathleen Cairns
Canales Family Ω
Rhonda Canby and  

Alexander Gunn II
Georgia S. Carrington
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Case
Ms. Claire O. Cashman
Jennifer Charlebois
Jane Chesnutt
Mr. Ronald W. Clark
Nancy Cohn
Rosemary Contin
James and Lois Coon
Daniel and Paula Coughlin
Richard S. Crane
Thomas and Mieke Maas Crider
Mr. David J. Cronin
Wayne Crossman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Crown
Mr. David Gonci and  

Ms. Noreen Cullen 
Ms. Jan Cunningham
Tiffany B. Cunningham
Patricia De Renzo
Vincent and Rosa Diana
Susan Dicosoka
Brenda Diego
Andrew and Barbara Dohan
William O. Doll
Edward Dowling
Patricia Doyle
Christine Dreton

Michelle Duffy
Mr. and Mrs. John Edgecomb
Karen A. Ellsworth
Mr. Robert L. Estep
Miss Maria J. Fargeorge
Kenneth and Mary Feathers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fetzer
Emily J. Fielding
Ms. Lisa Fielding
Tom Finan and Donna Eriksen
Susan H. Fisher
Lowell Fitch and Lisa Bafumo
Dana and Elizabeth Foster
Ms. Barbara J. Fraser
John C. Freeman
Rosalie Frost  
Mrs. Katharine F. Gaillard
Lizanne Galbreath
Bruce Glaser
Mr. David M. Gliserman
Andrew Good
Miss Genevra Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Gorman
Amanda Gott
Ms. Jeri Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Grassi Ω
David F. Gregorski
Ms. Laurel K. Griso
Mr. Evan S. Griswold and  

Ms. Emily T. Fisher Ω
Ms. Edith Griswold
Gwen Haaland
Margaret Haggerty
Mrs. Claire G. Hall
Ms. Dawn Handschuh
Kathryn Hanlon
Kathleen Hartford
Jan E. Heckman
Penelope and Raymond Heller 
Lauren Emily Henderson
Debra Hendry
Robert W. and Lorna Lamb Herdt
Carol S. Heubeck
Jennifer G. Hillhouse
Norman and Priscilla Ann Hillman
Lynne Hills and John Underhill
Karen Hinch
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Hirsh
Toni Hobbins
Bernice Hobbs
Kent Holsinger and Bill Cannon Ω
Ms. Evan C. Hoogs
Ms. Amy Hopkins
Roberta Hudson
Constance Huebner and  

Richard Kummer
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Hurley
Jane Jablonski
Elaine Jacobsen
Mr. Robert A. Jaeger Ω
Ms. Alice B. Jansen
Mrs. Muriel K. Jarmak
Kristin L. Johnson
Ms. Kristine Johnson

Bryan Johnson
David Johnson and Anita Krzykoski
Timothy Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. John Karabec
Mr. Geoffrey Kaufman and  

Ms. Penny Parsekian
Mr. James J. Keller and  

Ms. Candice M. Chirgotis
Stanley C. Kemmerer
Richard E. Kent
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kenyon Ω
Suzanne G. Kerr
Kenneth and Judith Kidd
Shirley Kiefer
Ms. Nancy C. Kindell
William and Cynthia Kobak
Mrs. Myra Kreiman
Bob and Elise Kremer
Kenneth and Beverly Krieger
Mary Ann Kulla
Ms. Catherine M. Ladnier and  

Mr. John M. Robinson
Mr. Jon C. Lafleur
Sus C. Landis
Alison Lane-Reticker
Kim Larrabee and Robert Maietta
David Reardon Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. C. Leaman
Linda M. Leavens
David R. Lesieur
Mr. John Leslie Jr. and  

Ms. Caroline Pech
John and Ellen Levinson Ω
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lewis
Mariliz Licata
Mr. Stanton L. Lipson
Mr. Bruce Lively and  

Ms. Ann Rutherford
Dr. Philip Livingston and  

Dr. Lucy Hann Ω  
Mrs. Harry J. Long
Mrs. Nancy Long
John T. Loprinzo
Mr. Henry D. Lord Ω
Lawrence and Dana Lunden
Sara B. Luongo
Mrs. Joyce P. Lyons
Walter and Pauline Lyons
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy MacGregor
Craig M. Machado
Mr. and Mrs. David Malchman
Ms. Patricia Malcolm-Alling Ω
Ms. Margaret Malval
Linda Manning
Frank and Linda Mantlik
Sherry Marousek
Stephanie Marshall
Jane E. Martin
Ms. Patsy Mason
Steven J. Mason
Mr. Samuel D. Matos
Michele L. Mattia
Carol J. Mawhinney
Louise Maynard

Mary C. Mayo
George Mazeika
Patrick and Mira McAree
David and Ingrid McCauley
Marcia N. McDonnell
Ms. Mary Lou McGuire
Peter McKnight
Tim and Sheryl McMullen
Ms. Maryellen McMurray-Plette
Ann M. Meacham
Margaret Gartner Merrill
Ms. Margery Meyer
Clifford Mickett
Mrs. Virginia Miller
Todd Miranowski Ω
Ms. Paula Modeen
Judy and Jeff Moeckel
Mr. Donald J. Montfort
Miss Franck H. Moore
Mr. William Moore
Mrs. Sue J. Moran
Steven G. Morrell and  

Beverly Y. Schmidt
Ms. Diantha Morse
Phyllis F. Mount
Mr. John C. Murphy
Ms. Mary Mushinsky and  

Mr. Martin Waters
Gabrielle U. Napolitano
Charles and Michele Nash
Dr. Paul Nebor
Mr. and Mrs. David Nicola
Chris Noll
Ms. Doreen O’Connell
Reverend William J. Olesik
Ms. Elisa M. Olsen
Mr. Stephen R. Olshewski
Thomas F. Olson
Marie Orsini Rosen and Philip Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. William Osgood
Lawrence Ozga Jr.
Joan G. Packer
Katherine Paddon
Carlos Padilla
Carlos Paduila
Jennifer B. Panosky
Nancy C. Parker
Ms. Dale A. Parsons
Mr. Robert A. Pensak
Mark A. Perkins Esq. Ω
Joanne Perloff
Mr. Paul M. Petro
Carol Reed and Barbara Phelan
Steven Piferi
George F. Piper
Ms. Jane Plant
Thomas and Halina Platt
Amanda M. Pond
Amy L. Porter 
Donald W. Potter
Ms. Nancy C. Prentis
Mr. and Mrs. David Preston Ω
Mr. Christopher Preston
Ms. Elizabeth Preston

Ms. Audrey Price and  
Mr. Michael Whelan

John and Lee Pritchard Ω
Christine Psathas
Carolann Purcell
Mr. Christopher C. Pyne
Lilliam Quinona
Dr. Krishnan Raman
Paul and Anne Rapo
Patricia Rasch
Alanna Rathbone Ω
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Ratner
William Raymond
Miss Julia H. Recker
Rick Reichert
Ms. Joan M. Reitz
Anonymous
Neil Ricci and Evelyn Jones
Chris Richter
Cynthia Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Robinson
Mrs. Kathryn L. Rockwell
Carlos Rodriguez
Mr. John E. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rosenberg
Ms. Wendy S. Rosenblum
Ms. Andrea Rosenfield and  

Mr. Edward Konowitz
Allen and Missy Rosenshine Ω
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ross
Mark and Rose Roszczewski
Mr. Richard Shanahan and  

Ms. Jean Routt 
Clark Ruff
Mr. William F. Russell
Mrs. Ellen Rutledge-Valenti
Frogard and Kevin Ryan
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Sallick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sandifer
Ms. Zellene Sandler
Elden Sandoval
Tom Sargent
Paul A. Saubestre
Dianne L. Saunders
Ms. Eleanor J. Saunders
Virginia and David Schneider
Mr. Philip R. Scholly
Lynn M. Schroder
Deb Seavey
Kenneth S. Sek
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Setlow
Ms. Catherine S. Setterlin
Ms. Susan F. Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Shepstone
Alice Sheremeta
Elizabeth Sheridan
Marian Shilstone in memory of 

Frederick Shilstone
Ms. Susanne Shrader and  

Mr. Alan Lurie
Jessica Sierra
Corinne G. Silvert
Gigi Simocko-Walker
Christine M. Simon

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY IN CONNECTICUT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Left to right: Eunice Burnett, Tessa Hospod, Dr. Robert Javonillo, Eric Bauman, John Harris, Allen Rosenshine, Dr. Darin Latimore,  
Dr. David K. Skelly, Lauradi Bonaventura, Ama Amoah, John Pritchard, Anne M. Mulcahy, Dr. Philip O. Livingston, Mark Winkelman.  

Not pictured: Susan Bevan, Dr. Rodrigo Canales, Jeremy Frost, Joan Frost, Karen Mehra, Amy van der Velde
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Ann P. Simpson
Margaret Elsemore Sipple
Dr. David Skelly Ω
Mr. and Mrs. W. Smith-Vaniz
John Sokoloski
Mrs. Ann R. Soltesz
Ms. Michelle L. Spencer
Mr. Bruce A. St. Arnauld
Rhoda Robboy Stamm
Nancy J. Stanek
Thomas E. Stanton
Ms. Dawn L. Starr
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Steckler
Mr. Tom R. Stio
Ms. Elizabeth Stone and  

Mr. Matthew Lipson
Carol Story
Bill Strong
Jonathan M. Sturman
Mr. Alexis Peter Surovov
Jennifer Titrud
David and Lisa Totman
Ms. Irmgard M. Trainor
Lisa A. Tryon
Raoul E. Tschebull
Mr. Robert P. Ulin
Mr. David Ulmer
Amy L. van der Velde Ω
Elizabeth Van Tuyl
Ms. Mary Christine Vassallo and the 

Late John A. Vassallo
Marilyn M. Virts
Thomas S. Wadlow
Frederic and Sally Wakeman
Patricia L. Wales
Scott and Joan Warren Ω
Ms. Elizabeth T. Wassmundt
Steve and Carol Watson
Lauren R. Watson
Stephanie Weaver
Myrna Weindling
S. Kimberly Welch Ω
Ms. Lea Gina White
Neva P. White
Ms. Sarah J. Whitson
Lynne Whittle
James and Debra Wickwire
Mrs. Ramsey Wilson

Ms. Laura R. Wirzulis
Ms. DeAnne C. Wyant
Mrs. Christopher Young
Gerald E. Zajac
John A. Zaro Ω
Michael Zea Ω

Estate
Anonymous (3)
Joan Faust
Gary Lupienski
Frances Puddicombe
W. Thurmon Whitley

Grantors
CLCC Transaction Assistance  

Grant Program 
CT Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection
Federal Highway Administration
Long Island Sound Funders 

Collaborative
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
National Resource Conservation 

Service
NOAA
U.S. Department of Agriculture - 

U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency
William H. Hills Sr and Shirley L. 

Hills Appalachians Conservation 
Fund

Interns
Steven Ring
Will Slotznick
Logan Torres
Nisi Tuitupou
Yale Conservation Strategies  

Clinic Students

Volunteers
Jane Aldieri
Robert Askins
Michael Aurelia
Julie Bailey
Cameron Beard
David Bingham
Renaud Boldoc
Suzy Boldoc
Lisa Brodlie
Howard Bronson 
James Buchanan
John Burr
Ralph Chappell
Melissa DeFrancesco
Adam Devermann
Angela Dimmitt
George DiScala
Glen Dreyer
Ann Fisher 
Wesley Frank
Liba Furhman 
Joe Gagne
Steve Gephard
Pam Gerardo
Richard Goodwin, Jr.
John Granata, Jr.
Guy Greene
Chris Hannan
Penny Heller
Mark Hiller
Paul Hiller
Cassidy Johnson
Billy Kuba
Karen Laudano
James Lockhart
Ali Luchs
Katie Mann
Kenneth Markosky
Seamus McKeon
Marcus Milukas
David Moore
Jeff Moore
Greg Nolting
Steve Olshewski
Caryn Oresky
Jared Piatnik
Joe Piatnik

Todd Piatnik
Andy Porier
Timothy Pullen
Scott Redfern
Curtis Reed
Denise Savageau
Linda Schroeder
William and Karla Schultz
Steve and Rose Shabet
Debra Silverman
Justin Solis
Steve Solley
Carol Story
Martha Tonucci
Ben Weed
Bud Wright
YardScapes, New Milford, CT

Event Sponsors, Panelists 
and Participants
Fritz Gahagan
Aimee Petras
Laura Wildman
Kevin Zak

Project Partners
Alliance for the Mystic River 

Watershed
American Rivers
Aquarian Water Company
Citizens Campaign for the 

Environment
Town of Colchester
Connecticut River Conservancy
CT Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection
CT Department of Transportation
CT National Estuarine Research 

Reserve
Town of Deep River
Ducks Unlimited
Town of East Haddam
East Haddam Conservation 

Commission
East Haddam Land Trust 
Town of East Lyme
Eightmile River Wild and Scenic 

Coordinating Committee
Emerging Creatives of Science, LLC
Essex Land Trust
Eversource
Farmington River Watershed 

Association
Town of Groton
Housatonic Valley Association
Town of Lyme
Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe Tribal 

Historic Preservation Office
City of Milford
Mohegan Tribal Historic 

Preservation Office
National Audubon Society
North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity 

Collaborative
Northwest Park
Town of Old Saybrook
Restore America’s Estuaries
Salem Land Trust
Salisbury Association Land Trust
Salmon River Watershed 

Partnership
Save the Sound
Seatuck Environmental Association
Second Nature Climate Programs
SoundWaters
Southeastern Connecticut Council 

of Governments
Sustainable CT
Town of Thomaston
Trout Unlimited
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Geological Survey
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

UConn Center for Land Use 
Education and Research 
(CLEAR)

World Fish Migration Foundation
Yale School of the Environment

In Kind Goods and Services
Ted Boccuzzi     
James Prosek   

Jane Aldieri has been a donor for The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut since 1997 
and a volunteer since 2018. Supporters like you and Jane understand what nature 
needs—action here at home that connects to global change. 

Jane, what are the places you care most about? 
I live in the lower Connecticut River Valley, and the river and streams are part of my 
every day. But I care about the entire world, so I’m committed to being part of a global 
environmental nonprofit, while also working locally.

What conservation issues concern you most?
I’m concerned about biodiversity, and the climate crisis. I care about the conservation 
of natural habitat and a diversity of species. I’m also worried about single-use plastic 

waste, and pollution in our waterways. Being part of TNC and organic gardening groups taught me about the big 
picture, and I take that knowledge wherever I go. You never know what information will stick with a person and 
create change. 

Why should people support nature and TNC in CT?
It’s our local organization, but at the same time it’s part of this greater global initiative to preserve and protect 
nature. I share information about local projects and how they can get involved. I have brought neighbors to events 
like river clean-ups, and walks on TNC preserves. Every little thing we do matters. Each one of us can be a part of 
something larger through our actions, through our activism. 

DONOR, VOLUNTEER, NATURE ADVOCATE: MEET JANE
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The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to conserve 
the lands and waters on which all life depends.

Copyright © 2024 by The Nature Conservancy 
in Connecticut. All rights reserved.

Printed on recycled/FSC-certified paper  
from responsibly managed forests.

265 Church Street, 16th Floor
New Haven, CT 06515-3029

(203) 568-6270nature.org/ct
For more information about The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut, please contact Susan Wollschlager at: s.wollschlager@tnc.org

2024 Board of Trustees: Anne M. Mulcahy, chair; Eunice Burnett, vice chair; Philip O. Livingston, M.D., vice chair; 
Darin Latimore, M.D., vice chair; David K. Skelly, Ph.D., secretary; Ama Amoah, treasurer; Eric Bauman; Susan Bevan; 
Laura di Bonaventura; Jeremy Frost; Joanie Frost; John Harris; Robert Javonillo, Ph.D.; Karen Mehra; Allen Rosenshine; 

Amy van der Velde; and Mark Winkelman; Fellows Tessa Hospod; Mandy Tran; Rowan Sharkey; Logan Torres; and 
Iunisi Tuitupou; Gary Yohe, Ph.D., science advisor; James Prosek, art advisor. Dr. Frogard Ryan, state director.
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