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Directors Letter
It seems that 2020 has been the year for new beginnings, overhauling how, when and where 
each of us lives, works and plays. So, it’s fitting that 2020 is also the year after The Nature 
Conservancy celebrated a 30-year anniversary in Kansas. This wasn’t a year to rest on laurels. 
Instead, The Nature Conservancy was as aggressive as ever, working to make our vision of a 
world where people and nature thrive a reality in the Sunflower State.

Both of us grew up in Kansas and have lived here for the majority of our lives. Many things 
have changed over the years but what remains unchanged is the reality that the lives of 
Kansans are tightly tied to nature. Conserving land, water and air quality also impacts 
livelihoods and families. The threats to nature’s well-being grow more complex with each 
passing year. Climate change isn’t a distant threat, it’s happening now.

This year-in-review shares a few of the milestones and conservation successes achieved 
in 2020, despite the challenges of a pandemic. All of it is possible only with the passionate 
people who support our work. It is our hope that you find something in the pages of this 
report that inspires you to share it with a friend—and that you continue to share your support 
with us.

Rob Manes
Director

Brad Bradley
Chair, Board of Trustees

142,793 
acres
permanently
protected

351
bison with unique 

Wind Cave lineage 
safeguarded in Kansas

10,000 
acres of prescribed fire in the 
Red Hills conducted by local 
prescribed burning associations

750%
increase in lesser prairie-chickens 

at Smoky Valley Ranch, 
2015 to 2020

6,532
members
in Kansas

500 
veterans
trained
at SAVE Farm

17
states now have Site Wind Right 

mapping, a project that originated in 
Kansas & Oklahoma

2
radio receivers installed at 
Cheyenne Bottoms to 
track migrating animals

800,000 
people get their 

drinking water from 
the Kansas River
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327
acres of tallgrass prairie 

protected with a new 
conservation easement this year

30,000
people visited 

Little Jerusalem Badlands 
State Park in first year open

602 
stream
miles

protected
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      TO THE KANSAS RIVER
The Kansas River, known locally as the Kaw River, provides. We drink its water, harness its 
power, dredge its sands, float its currents and harvest its water for our fields. But for decades, 
we’ve also controlled its flow. 

After the devastating Great Flood of 1951, the Kansas River was transformed with a network of 
levees, dams and reservoirs to prevent future natural disasters. The management plan at that 
time focused only on the human needs for the river and not the health of the river itself. The 
plan has also never been updated. 

Now, almost seventy years later, the way reservoirs are managed and water is released from 
dams along the Kansas River is being revisited. The Kaw was added to the Sustainable Rivers 
Project, a nation-wide partnership between The Nature Conservancy and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

“We first had to determine how species in the Kansas River rely on the natural flows of the 
river, and then how those flows have been distrupted by dams,” says Heidi Mehl, director of 
water and agriculture programs for The Nature Conservancy. “We reviewed all of the scientific 
literature from before the dams were built to understand how conditions in the river would 
vary. We could then show how the river would have flowed after a wet year or a drought, when it 
would be dry and how these changing conditions affected the health of the river ecosystem.”

That variability is a key to restoring a more natural flow to the Kansas River, and it impacts 
every aspect of river health from fish and insect life cycles to sedimentation and water quality. 
This year, the project team—which includes representatives from state and federal agencies 
along with other non-profit organizations—reviewed what changes to dam and reservoir 
operations could be made while still meeting all the demands of the communities that rely on 
the river. The team’s formal recommendations to establish “environmental flows” must now 
go through many layers of review.  Some of the recommendations are simple: a mid-summer 
pulse of water to help specific fish species. Others are more complicated and will take the 
cooperation of a diverse group of stakeholders to implement.

“This process won’t happen overnight,” explains Mehl. “We have to reconcile a perfect world 
scenario with the realities of what we all need the river to provide for us. But what we can 
do is find a scientifically defensible plan to improve the river without harming commercial 
interests.”



If you build it, they will come.
Three years ago, The Nature Conservancy began implementing a new management plan to increase 
shorebird habitat at Cheyenne Bottoms Preserve, adjacent to the state-owned Cheyenne Bottoms 
Wildlife Area north of Great Bend. And each year since, an increased number of shorebirds has been 
documented at the preserve, with 2020 marking the best year in more than a decade. 

“Shorebirds prefer to feed and rest in places where the vegetation is about half the height of the bird,” 
explains avian conservation manager Robert Penner. “Since shorebirds come in many sizes, we try to 
create a wide variety of conditions, from shortgrass prairie to wide open mudflats.”

Grazing cattle are frequently rotated through different pastures to keep plant height down. 
Mechanical techniques, like mowing select areas at designated times of the year, are also used to 
provide the different habitats. But it’s not just for shorebirds —of the 482 bird species known to 
Kansas, 356 have been observed at Cheyenne Bottoms. A single wetland type cannot provide all the 
resources required by all plants and animals. Ensuring a diversity of vegetation types and structure is 
the best opportunity to meet the complex conservation needs of this world-class destination.
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FIRE Rx Fire, whether lightning-caused or human-made, has maintained the prairies of 
the Great Plains for thousands of years. It is a key driver in the health and sustainability of 
grasslands home to native plants and animals that require periodic fire in order to survive. 

But ever since European settlement, people have suppressed fire across most of North America’s 
grasslands, allowing woody plants and trees to grow thick while the prairies degrade. This is 
particularly evident in the Red Hills, also called the Gypsum Hills, of Barber, Comanche and Clark 
counties where eastern red cedar trees have taken over much of the mixed-grass prairie. 

The solution? Carefully planned and controlled burning, called prescribed fire, that mimics natural 
fires. These fires are strategically designed by a team of fire experts and only occur under the safest 
conditions. Careful consideration is given to many factors, including the weather and wind, to ensure 
that the fire practitioners and nearby communities are safe and protected.

The Nature Conservancy supports the development of rancher-led prescribed burn associations in 
the Red Hills, providing training and donating equipment like water tanks, protective gear and radios. 
This year, the Gyp Hills Prescribed Burn Association, the Cherokee Strip Prescribed Burn Association 
and—the newest—Little Mule Creek Prescribed Burn Association performed a total of seventeen 
prescribed fires covering more than 10,000 acres. 

PRESERVES GO SOLAR This year, solar 
panels were installed on building roofs at 
The Nature Conservancy’s Smoky Valley 
Ranch and Cheyenne Bottoms preserves. It is 
estimated these panels will generate 38,000 kilo-
watt hours of electricity each year from the sun—
that’s enough to power three average American 
homes*!

The impacts of climate change include more 
extreme weather and natural disasters, chronic 
droughts and economic instability. Increasing 
the use of renewable energy is just one piece of 
the climate puzzle, but it’s an important one for 
Kansas, which is one of the sunniest states in 
the United States despite all the old jokes about 
the weather here. Throughout the country, 
states could generate more than a third of their 
electricity sales from rooftop solar, which doesn’t 
generate carbon pollution and can be sited on 
already-converted spaces.
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*Source: Environmental Protection Agency Green Power Equivalency Calculator

NATURE.ORG/ KANSAS     7



Smoky Valley Ranch
Made Whole Again
For the first time in 150 years, Smoky Valley Ranch is on its way 
to being entirely grassland. When The Nature Conservancy 
purchased the western Kansas shortgrass prairie property in 
1999, several parcels had been carved out of the ranch, sold to 
other buyers and converted to cropland. The plan was always to 
eventually acquire those inholdings and make the ranch whole 
again. The final 528-acre piece was purchased in the spring of 
2020.

“Prairie is a process as much as it is a place you can point to,” 
says Matt Bain, western Kansas conservation manager for 
The Nature Conservancy. “It is a process that includes fire and 
grazing. Now that the ranch is completely unfragmented, we 
can better manage those processes.”

It won’t happen overnight, though. 

“Reconstruction is a better word for it than restoration,” 
explains Bain. “Many of the native seeds we need to return 
this land to prairie aren’t commercially available, so we’ve 
had to hand-collect some seeds. And it will take a few years of 
cover crops and waiting out the long-term effects of residual 
herbicide before we can even begin planting in some places.”

Still, it’s a vision long-awaited for the ranch, where the goal is to 
conserve what’s left of this prairie—both for the native wildlife 
that depend on it and also for the ranchers who depend on it for 
their livelihood. 

The now 18,000-acre Smoky Valley Ranch welcomes visitors to 
the 1-mile and 5.5-mile hiking loops on the western boundary.

NATURE.ORG/SMOKYVALLEYRANCH

Photos top to bottom: Lesser prairie-chicken © Justin Roemer/TNC, 
Yellow evening primrose © Jim Richardson, Yucca and Pronghorn © Lance Hedges/TNC

A Family Legacy
My parents, Roger and Jeanne Blessing, enjoyed the natural areas of Kansas, including many that 
were conserved by The Nature Conservancy. Jeanne grew up in Great Bend, where Roger enjoyed 
hunting at Cheyenne Bottoms —a world-class wetland and bird migration area protected by both 
The Nature Conservancy and state of Kansas. They both volunteered at Symphony in the Flint 
Hills events, including the first one held at The Nature Conservancy’s Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve in Chase County. Travel included watching prairie chickens dancing on a Konza Prairie 
lek and bison grazing at the Smoky Valley Ranch, both Nature Conservancy preserves. Enjoying 
nature and a desire to see it conserved was a family affair. They taught me to agree that natural 
Kansas is beautiful and interesting, not flat and boring.

It was natural that one of their legacies was a gift to support The Nature Conservancy’s work 
in Kansas after their passing. While such contributions can be specified through wills or trusts, 
they can also be made by designating The Nature Conservancy as a beneficiary of life insurance 
or retirement plans. Special arrangements for gifts that provide income or donations of stocks or 
other property can be made with the knowledgeable staff at The Nature Conservancy.  

I hope you will join my family and consider making your legacy gift soon, so you can also help to 
protect the natural areas of Kansas for generations to come.

Bill Blessing
Board of Trustees

Anne & Bill, Roger & Jeanne and Craig Blessing at 

Symphony in the Flint Hills, 2007

REQUEST INFORMATION 
to find the planned gift that’s 
right for you. Contact John 
Cougher at jcougher@tnc.org 
or 785-233-4400.
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2020 Collegiate Interns & Fellows
CLAIRE BURCH* recently successfully defended her master’s thesis at the 
University of Oklahoma. She is a National Science Foundation research 
trainee who chose to work in the Flint Hills for her fellowship this year. 
Prior to her summer field work at Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, she 
developed a model to design the unique seed mixes required for prairie 
restoration. Claire says the on-site fellowship allowed her “to explore a 
new avenue for human dimensions of natural resource management,” and 
she plans to continue her research while pursuing a doctoral degree.

CONNOR CHAMPNEY* returned to Smoky Valley Ranch for his second 
internship. He is an undergraduate student at Fort Hays State University 
and says learning the scientific rationale for range management decisions 
was one of the most important things he’s learned.  He says his favorite 
part was “seeing all the little things we did pay off—from providing water 
for the cattle to checking fences. It helped me realize that I was making a 
difference.” 

TUCKER ECKOLS is back for another year, this time at Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve after an internship at Smoky Valley Ranch two years 
ago. The Emporia State University senior’s work this fall will include 
beginning a 100-acre prairie restoration and documenting plant forage 
for livestock and wildlife.

MALACHI HARRIS is a Chase County native studying ecology & 
biodiversity at Emporia State University, so Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve was a natural choice for his summer internship with The Nature 
Conservancy. His work included ecological monitoring, controlling 
invasive plants and harvesting seed for restoration.

ALEX MURRAY put his dual degrees in finance and environmental studies 
to work this summer as the David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas 
Fellow. The recent graduate of the University of Kansas developed a 
report to determine the economic value of conserving natural resources 
in the Blue River watershed. Alex says “working with and for The Nature 
Conservancy was an absolute dream come true.”

*Claire Burch and Connor Champney received the
Lance Hedges Conservation Award, a scholarship named in memory

of the former Kansas director of conservation for The Nature Conservancy 
who championed the next generation of conservationists.

CLAIRE BURCH

UNIVERSIT Y O F O KLAHOMA

CONNOR CHAMPNEY

FORT HAYS STATE U NIVERSIT
Y

MALACHI HARRIS

EM

PORIA STATE U NIVERSIT
Y

ALEX MURRAY

UNIVERSIT Y O F KANSAS
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Dramatic rolling grasslands dissected by 
pristine streams. Astounding biodiversity. 
Vital habitat for migrating birds. Ecosystems 
threatened by energy development and at risk 
of conversion. This may sound like Kansas—
and it should—but it also describes many of 
the places where The Nature Conservancy 
works in Latin America. Over the past 
year, Kansas staff and trustees have joined 
colleagues in Argentina and Colombia to 
exchange ideas, share lessons hard-won and, 
as always, move conservation forward no 
matter the continent.

At Fortin Chacabuco, The Nature 
Conservancy’s only property in Argentina, 
sheep and cattle graze the northern Patagonia 
grasslands in a landscape reminiscent of the 

Flint Hills in Kansas. A small group of Kansas 
trustees and staff visited in February just 
before international travel was restricted. 
They met with their Argentine counterparts 
for in-depth conversations about sustainable 
grazing, the protection of river headwaters, 
the impact of expanding renewable energy 
development and more. 

In the Meta state of Colombia, The Nature 
Conservancy is working with the national 
park agency and private funders to establish 
a protected area and surrounding buffer zone 
across nearly 240,000 acres. Staff from Kansas 
and other central states have assisted their 
Colombian colleagues with key elements 
of the project, including due diligence and 
fundraising.
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FROM THE 
Land of Oz 
      End of the WorldTO THE

TUCKER ECKOLS
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Flint Hills © Jim Griggs

The last large expanse of 
tallgrass prairie can be found 
on a day trip for many Kansans. 
The Flint Hills extend from 
north of Manhattan, past 
Wichita and into northern 
Oklahoma, where they become 
known as the Osage Hills. The 
Flint Hills welcome thousands 
of visitors to celebrated nature 
preserves like Konza Prairie 
and Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve, but nearly all of this 
sea of grass is privately-owned 
rangeland grazed by cattle. 

For generations, it has been 
the cattle ranching community 
that has kept the Flint Hills a 
vibrant agricultural landscape 
and prevented it from being 
plowed under, developed or 
overrun with invasive plants 
and trees. The deep-rooted 
prairie grasses in the Flint Hills 

nurture some of the greatest 
biological diversity in the world, 
but ranchers cannot protect it 
alone.

Some Flint Hills ranchers 
have exercised a bold vision 
to protect their piece of the 
tallgrass prairie, by granting 
conservation easements on 
their lands. Those easements 
allow livestock grazing to 
continue but preclude the types 
of development which threaten 
the region’s ecology.

Thanks to landowners and the 
work of land trusts like The 
Nature Conservancy, Kansas 
Land Trust, Ranchland Trust 
of Kansas and the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, the Flint Hills 
are scattered with conservation 
easements, creating a north-
to-south network of more than 

110,000 acres of protected 
land. Just this year, The Nature 
Conservancy added a 327-acre 
easement in the heart of the 
Flint Hills.

“Conservation easements 
are a great first step,” says 
Tony Capizzo, who directs 
The Nature Conservancy’s 
Flint Hills Initiative. “With 
an easement, that land won’t 
ever become a parking lot, but 
a living, breathing ecosystem 
needs more than just that one 
safeguard.”

If a piece of tallgrass prairie had 
a conservation easement and 
was then left completely alone 
for years, it wouldn’t be tallgrass 
prairie anymore.

“Trees would become 
widespread, choking out the 

prairie grasses,” explains 
Capizzo. “Wildlife like greater 
prairie-chickens would be 
displaced. Many native plants 
would be unable to thrive 
without the heat from fire and 
disturbance of grazing.”

That’s where the concept of 
conservation stewardship comes 
in. It’s more than just taking 
care of the land. Conservation 
stewardship is actively working 
to improve the health of the 
land, including the plants, water, 
soil and animals that depend 
on it. In short, sustainably 
managing the entire ecological 
community.

“Ranchers are the heart of 
lasting conservation in the Flint 
Hills,” says Shelly Wiggam, 
who was recently hired to lead 
The Nature Conservancy’s 

Conservation Stewardship 
Initiative. “Their living is made 
here. They are the stewards 
of this land, making decisions 
every day that impact their 
livelihoods and the landscape 
they respect and cherish.”

Just like The Nature 
Conservancy has done for 
years, ranchers are increasingly 
working across the fence to 
get conservation-based land 
management on the ground. 

“We’re here to help them do 
that,” adds Wiggam.

The exact services provided by 
The Nature Conservancy will be 
customized to each property and 
could include developing grazing 
and drought plans and hands-on 
assistance controlling invasive 
species. Wiggam will also offer 

the technical information and 
educational resources that 
land managers and partners 
ask for, like conservation 
science publications, grazing 
management demonstration 
sites and ranch tours. 

“Layering this additional 
conservation on top of 
easements advances our goal 
of maintaining the last expanse 
of tallgrass prairie in a truly 
meaningful way,” says Capizzo. 
“And we hope that by providing 
landowners support, more 
will consider the long-term 
protection of their land through 
conservation easements.”

SIGN UP If you manage 
land in the Flint Hills and 
would like more information 

about conservation stewardship, 
contact Shelly Wiggam at shelly.
wiggam@tnc.org or 785-477-6592.

Conservation Stewardship in the Flint Hills

Fl
in

t H
ill

s 
©

 Ji
m

 G
rig

gsProtected...Then What?



14     THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2020 KANSAS YEAR IN REVIEW

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE 
QUARTER On November 16, 
the United States Mint will 
issue a coin commemorating 
the Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve in Kansas under 
the America the Beautiful 
Quarters Program. The 
program selected one 
national park or other site 
in each state for its natural 
or historic significance. 
Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve—the country’s only 
national park unit dedicated 
to tallgrass prairie—covers 
both criteria with its diverse 
ecosystem and rich ranching 
legacy. Staff from The 
Nature Conservancy and 
the National Park Service 
worked with the U.S. Mint on 
a design that symbolizes the 
largest expanse of tallgrass 
prairie left in the world. The 
quarter depicts a skyward 
view of a regal fritillary 
butterfly against a backdrop 
of iconic big bluestem and 
Indian grasses.

Governor Kelly Re-affirms 
Tallgrass Wind Moratorium
In August, Governor Laura Kelly issued a proclamation to 
continue the moratorium on the development of wind power 
infrastructure in the previously established Tallgrass Heartland 
region of the Flint Hills. This moratorium dates back to 2004 
and has consistently received enthusiastic bipartisan support, 
demonstrating that Kansans can come together to protect our 
valuable shared natural resources. The Nature Conservancy 
applauds Governor Kelly’s decision. 

The Nature Conservancy actively supports the rapid deployment 
of low-impact renewable energy in Kansas and throughout the 
Great Plains. Kansas is a great place to do that. However, wind 
energy takes a lot of land, and, if the projects are improperly sited, 
they threaten some of our most special places and the unique 
wildlife of the region. The Flint Hills nurture some of the greatest 
biological diversity in the world, and they deserve continued 
protection.

Fortunately, robust wind energy and abundant wildlife do not need 
to be at odds. Science shows we can meet and exceed ambitious 
renewable energy goals without developing the Flint Hills. 
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Sustainable Agriculture

A veteran-led nonprofit, 
Servicemember Agricultural 
Vocation Education (SAVE), has 
secured its future and is now the 
proud owner of a 308-acre farm 
northwest of Manhattan, Kansas.

SAVE Farm was established in 
2015 as a pathway to farming for 
veterans and servicemembers by 
providing agricultural training 
and medical assistance to men 
and women transitioning from 
the military to civilian life. The 
program offers students an 
opportunity to learn firsthand 
about managing cropland, 
livestock animals, orchards, 
horticulture and bees. SAVE’s 
program is specially designed to 
remove barriers for those with 
disabilities to work with farm 
equipment and animals.

SAVE had been leasing their 
farm for many years, and when 
the opportunity to purchase the 
property presented itself, two 
national, environment-focused 
nonprofit organizations—The 
Nature Conservancy and The 
Conservation Fund—stepped up 
to provide low-cost loans for the 
acquisition.

At SAVE, on-the-soil experience 
is combined with classroom 

time covering  a range of topics 
like agricultural science, law, 
marketing, agri-biotechnology, 
wildlife management, molecular 
biology, welding, commercial 
driving and woodworking. Kansas 
State University’s agricultural 
program is providing the farm 
with their curriculum for 
educational programs.

To date, SAVE has trained more 
than 500 veterans and over 90% 
of them have gone on to either 
farm themselves or find jobs 
elsewhere in the agriculture 
business sector; but the effort is 
in the beginning stages.

“It’s SAVE’s hope, and our hope, 
that this model will be replicated 
at all land grant universities,” 
says Heidi Mehl, director of 
water and agriculture programs 
for The Nature Conservancy. 
“Eventually, thousands of 
SAVE farmers will be using 
best conservation practices 
right from the beginning of 
their careers. Things like no-
till, cover crops, diversification, 
grazing for wildlife, managing 
for pollinators—they aren’t an 
afterthought, but rather deeply 
integrated into how SAVE teaches 
farming.”

Veterans 
next Mission:  

Photos © SAVE Farm



RADIO TRACKING BIRDS AT 
CHEYENNE BOTTOMS Two radio 
receivers have been installed at 
Cheyenne Bottoms to track the movements 
of small flying animals, such as birds, bats 
and large insects, that have been fitted with 
transmitters. The tracking towers are part 
of the Motus Wildlife Tracking System, an 
international research network that studies 
the movement of small animals (motus is 
Latin for movement or motion) and has 
one of the world’s largest wildlife tracking 
datasets. The vast majority of receivers in 
the United States are in the east, with very 
little data from the central states. These 
new stations at Cheyenne Bottoms—one on 
The Nature Conservancy preserve in the 
northwest corner of the wetland basin and 
another at the Kansas Wetlands Education 
Center to the southeast—create an electronic 
fence of sorts, to detect all tagged animals 
that pass through the area. Data will help 
show how fast animals move between 
locations, how long they stay and what 
migration paths are followed.

Top: White-rumped sandpiper with radio tag © Nick Docken 
Bottom: Motus receiver locations in the United States © Motus Wildlife Tracking System

FARMING INNOVATIONS FOR RATTLESNAKE CREEK 
The Nature Conservancy has begun an on-farm trial 
project in the area around Rattlesnake Creek in 
Edwards and Stafford counties to test new irrigation 
technology. This project will utilize mobile drip 
irrigation, which applies water directly to the soil 
surface, and an irrigation scheduling tool developed 
by Kansas State University. The goal is to reduce 
the amount of groundwater pumped and used for 
crop fields while still maintaining harvest size and 
profitability. Low annual rainfall in the creek basin means successful crop production is dependent 
on supplemental water drawn from the Great Bend Prairie aquifer. This aquifer is also crucial to the 
health of the nearby Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, which is critcal habitat for the endangered 
whooping crane. For years, the local groundwater management district, GMD5, has encouraged water 
conservation but there is an urgent need for new solutions that allow farmers to use water more 
efficiently. 
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The results are in, and Little Jerusalem is a hit. Since opening in October 2019, more than 30,000 
people have visited Little Jerusalem Badlands State Park in Logan county.  The 332-acres of dramatic 
chalk rock formations are owned by The Nature Conservancy, which partnered with the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism to make portions of the area open to the public. Little 
Jerusalem is open sunup to sundown daily, all year round, including holidays, with two, permanent 
hiking trails that take you to multiple scenic overlooks at your own pace. State Park staff also offer 
guided tours and special events, including occasional night-time tours, by reservation only.

LITTLE JERUSALEM BADLANDS STATE PARK
 

One Year Later...
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© Mickey Shannon
SIGN UP If you would like to enroll as a Water Technology Farm in 
this project, please contact Heidi Mehl, director of water & agriculture 
programs at heidi.mehl@tnc.org or 785-233-4400.

This work is supported by the Conservation Innovation 
Grants program at USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. Other key partners include WaterPACK, Kansas 
State University and GMD5.
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Roger L. Douthett • Sherry A. Downey 
• Charles Downing & Carol Fields • 
Nancy Doyle • Chris & Kaye Drahozal 
• Larry F. Drbal • Betty & William 
Drees • K. E. Drennen • Daniel & Janet 
Dubrava • Leesa Duby • George A. 
Dugger • Karen J. Dummermuth • 
Carolyn L. Dunlop • Ruth A. Dunn • 
Sam & Nancy Duran • Bruce & Kathy 
Durkee • T. Duvall • Bill E. Dwyer • 
George Dyck • Dean P. Dyer • Susan D. 
Eakins • Ralph & Roma Earles • 
Annabelle Eason • James H. Eaves • 
Mark Eberle • Robert L. Eckles • 
Richard H. Egelhof • Ben B. Eggleston 
• Judy D. Eggleston • Melissa Eichman 
• Leslie Mark & Mark Eisemann • 
Mary Kay & Dwight Eiserer • Bart & 
Judy Eisfelder • Kenneth Ellington • 
Brian S. Elliott • Gordon & Beverly 
Elliott • Jeff Elliott • Kansas Park Fund 
at the Emporia Community Foundation 
• Sara A. Engber • Judith Epstein • 
Rayla & Jerry Erding • Patricia 
Erington • Keith Eschliman • Larry 
Eubanks • Susan K. Evans • Rheta W. 
Fair • Steven A. Falco • Sandra K. Falen 
• Charles W. Fankhauser • James & 
Sara Farley • Gary Farr • Jean N. Farrar 
• John Farrell • Dave Farres • Sharon & 
Alan Fearey • Martha J. Fee • David A. 
Feiock • Tony & Carol Feiock • Alan J. 
Feldmeier • Andrew Feldstein • Jami L. 
Felver • Lois Fensler • Bruce G. Ferris • 
Ann Feyerharm • Luanne Field • Janet 
L. Filkel • Elmer J. Finck • Paul 
Fingersh & Brenda Althouse • Bartlett 
J. Finney • Fisher Family Charitable 
Fund • Nancy B. Fitzgerald • Ann 
Fitzpatrick • John & Carol Fleeger • H. 

E. Flentje • Gary L. Flory • Mary W. 
Floyd • Rebecca Floyd • Beth & Kent 
Foerster and the Foerster Family • 
Enell Foerster • Patrick Forbes • 
Marsha M. Forcum • Carol M. Foret • 
Jill M. Forrest • William & Constance 
Fortenbaugh • Jan Foster • Ronald 
Fowlkes • Connie K. Fox • Lon R. 
Frahm • Sarah L. Frank • Hank & Paula 
Frankel • Amy R. Franklin • Karen 
Franklin • Raymond & Janet Franz • 
Michael & Charlene Frederick • 
Charles & Diane Frickey • Franklin A. 
Friedman • Donna Friesen • Gregg & 
Joanna Friesen • Harry J. Frieze • Julie 
Fritz • William M. Fuller • Dolores 
Furtado • Donald Fusco • Roger C. 
Gaedigk • Anne E. Gallet de St Aurin • 
Sue L. Gallion • Susan & Kent 
Garlinghouse • Stephen & Janet 
Garlow • John K. Garrett • James & 
Carol Garrison • Patricia Gateley • 
Kathryn & Kirkland Gates • Michelle A. 
Gauthier • Daniel Gebhart • Larry & 
Carole Geier • Joe & Janette Gelroth • 
Robert & Mary George • Priscilla & 
Doug George • Linda R. Gibson • C. 
Gies • John H. Gilbert • Phyllis Gillum 
• Robert Glazier • Darryl Gleason • 
Kevin & Karen Gleason • Jean Gloshen 
• Joyce Goad • Stephen & Diane 
Goddard • Chester A. Godsy • Herman 
R. Goellnitz • Peggy E. Goering • 
Randall Goering • Dean & Lesa 
Goodell • Craig I. Goodman • Sarah 
Goodwin-Thiel & David Thiel • Debra 
L. Gordon • Charles & Dagmar Gorges 
• Joyce Gorton • Arvin Gottlieb 
Charitable Foundation, UMB Bank, 
n.a., Trustee • Carol Gould • Tom 
Grace • Rosetta Graff • David F. 
Graham • Jeri & David Graham • Keith 
& Marilyn Graham • Mariann K. 
Graham • Patrick F. Graham • Dolores 
Granger • Brian Gray • Captain K. Gray 
• Nancy & Donald Gray • Greater 
Kansas City Community Foundation • 
Greater Salina Community Foundation 
• Edna M. Greene • Douglas M. 
Greenwald • Sondra Gregory • Anne 
Greitl • Nick Greusel • James & 
Carolyn Grier • Raymond W. 
Grieshaber • Dave Griffith • Hugh 
Griggs • Marilyn S. Grisham • Scott W. 
Grisolano • Kevin Groeneweg • 
Thomas Gross • James R. Grossman • 
Lisa Grossman • Joyce K. Grover • 
Anita T. Grow • Carole D. Grube • John 
E. Grummon • Mary Grunke • Amy K. 
Guerra • Royce Guhr & Marge Reeves-
Guhr • Carol L. Gurba • Ron & Pat 
Gurley • Susan H. Gurley • Laura 
Gurtler • Ellen Guthrie • Wendy Haas 
• Bernard D. Haflich • Robert J. 

Haggerty • Barbara Haight • Debbie 
Halderman • Karen Halderson • Doug 
A. Hall • Jennifer Hall • Mark Hall • 
Stephen E. Hall • Winifred Hall • Mick 
Halter • Mary L. Hamilton • Susan 
Hammer • Luke Hance • Carol Hand • 
Zack & Susan Hangauer • David M. 
Hann • Sandra & Philip Hannon • C. J. 
Hanson • Pamela & Karl Hanson • 
Brian Hanzelka • Debra S. Harber-
Dennis • Nathan Harbur • James R. 
Harding • Tom & Linda Harmon • 
Duane K. Harms • Susie A. Harms • 
Shae Harrigan • Marcia Harris • Mary 
T. Harris • Richard J. Harris • Juanita 
Harrison • Kelly & Tanja Harrison • 
Tracy J. Harrison • Caverly H. Hart • 
Phyllis R. Hart • Robyn M. Hart • Garry 
L. Harter • John E. Hartman • William 
J. Hartshorn • Debbie A. Hartwell • 
Clay Harvey & Patty McGivern • 
Sherry J. Haub • Marsha Haufler • 
Gary L. Hauptli • Larry Hauth • Jody 
Havens • Bill & Maggie Haw • Marcia 
& Larry Hawk • Roger & Judy Hawk • 
Joan M. Hax • Lena Hayden • Marlene 
Hayes • Bill Hays & Rose Rousseau • 
Larry Hays • John P. Healy • Vic & 
Ruth Heckart • Stacey L. Hedges • 
Christine E. Heim • Glenda S. Helton • 
Amy Berkley Hemmer • Dianne M. 
Hemry • Conrad M. Henderson • 
Deborah L. Henderson • Loring R. 
Henderson • Raymond R. Hendrick • 
Janet E. Henley • David W. Henry • 
Elizabeth L. Henry • Elizabeth Henry • 
Gary P. Henson • David A. Herl • 
Gordon & Stephanie Herron • Cheryl L. 
Hewitt • Greta Hiebert • Harvey & 
Alison Hiebert • Jean N. Hiersteiner • 
Emily B. Hill • Garnet L. Hill • Shirley 
A. Hill • Karen A. Hiller • Roxanne C. 
Hillman • Dick & Sue Himes • Harold 
Hiner • Christa Hines • Richard Hines 
• Nancy & Clinton R. Hinman • Mary 
Jo J. Hobbs • Eunice V. Hodgkins • 
Leslie Hodgson • Anne Hoekstra • 
Anita G. Hoeme • James & Lisa 
Hoffman • Jane E. Hogan • Bruce 
Hogle • James Hohenbary III • James 
Hohman • Reggie Holcomb • Janette 
Holdeman • Elizabeth E. Holliday • 
Mark Hollingsworth • Kathy L. Holmes 
• Harry & Virginia Holzle Fund at the 
Topeka Community Foundation • 
David H. Homer • Leslie Hood • 
Richard & Doris Hoopes • Jan Hopkins 
• Harry & Maria Hopper • Barbara V. 
Hoppins • Jerry & Abby Horak • 
Robert D. Hovey • Carol D. Howard • 
John C. Howard • Carol Howe • David 
Howell • Judith A. Hower • Jim & 
Cathy Hoy • John D. Huchingson • 
William T. Hughes • Duane & Martha 

Huizenga • Bill & Claudia Hulsey • 
Katherine R. Hummels • William 
Humphrey • Duane Hund • Larry R. 
Hund • Joe & Ann Hurd • Shirley Hurt 
• Gerald F. Huschka • Susan S. 
Hustead • Mark Hutchins • 
Hutchinson Community Foundation • 
Matthew Hutchinson • Kira D. 
Hutchison • Mary & Carl Ice • Russell 
& Norva Icke • Michael & Bonnie 
Ingram • Innovative Livestock 
Services, Inc. • Barbara & David 
Isaacson • Ruth N. Isenberg • ITC 
Holdings Corp • John & Sharon 
Iverson • Pat Jackson • Russ & Vickie 
Jacobs • Alison & Eric Jager • Rebecca 
K. Jahelka • James M. Cox Foundation 
• Leslie L. James • John R. Janssen • 
Tanya Jantz • Kenneth & Janet Janzen 
• Ladini R. Jayaratne • Alan Jenkins • 
William H. Jenkins • Ken Jennings • 
Michael Jensen • David & Karen 
Jerabek • Tom & Melinda Jett • Kristi 
Jewell • Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Kansas City • 
Joseph & Anne Jezak • Joby & Jan 
Jobson • Doug Johansen • Heather E. 
Johns • Bianca Johnson • Brian 
Johnson & Brenda Kostner Johnson • 
Dan V. Johnson • Donna L. Johnson • 
Elvera & Duane Johnson • Ervalene M. 
Johnson • Howell & Carmen Johnson • 
Jessie A. Johnson • Karen Johnson • 
Linda S. Johnson • Robert B. Johnson • 
Robert M. Johnson • Roger & Linda 
Johnson • Kelly Johnston • Jonalu 
Johnstone • Lisa Jones • Sandra L. 
Jones • Barbara Jordan • Carole & 
Orion Jordan • Tom & Susan Jordan • 
Victoria A. Jorgensen • William J. 
Jorns • Cody D. Jung • K.T. Wiedemann 
Children’s Fund of Butler County • 
Laura Kahl • Ronald Kahmeyer • 
Renee A. Kailer • Laura Kaiser • Daniel 
R. Kalal • Kansas Associated Garden 
Clubs, Inc. • James Kaplan • Carol C. 
Karlin • Elisabeth Kasckow • Nancy 
Kassebaum Baker • Gary & Carole 
Kaster • Kathryn E. Y. Richardson • 
Ward & Donna Katz • Geoffrey 
Kaufman • Sheri Kaufman • Edward 
Keating • Susan M. Keil • Keith G. 
Sebelius Foundation • Jack Keltz • 
Cindy Kemper & Steven Emerson • 
William T. Kemper Foundation - 
Commerce Bank, Trustee • Megan M. 
Kennelly • Ann M. Kenney • Joan 
Kenny • Sharon L. Kessinger • Michele 
Kessler & Owen Harbison • Susan A. 
Kice • Karen Kidd • The Family of 
Martha E. Killian • Karen Lee Killough 
• James E. Kilmer • Douglas K. King • 
Lucille C. King • Marilyn King • Royce 
M. King           (continued on next page)LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS: Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.

Lauren Aaronson & Philip Meltzer • 
Peggy A. Abbey • Grace Adams • 
Kimberley Adams-McDarty • Thomas 
& Ann Adrian • Robert S. Agatston • 
Dennis J. Aguiar • Christopher D. 
Ahrens • Todd Aikins • Kathy E. Albers 
• David & Helen Alexander • Marcia 
Allen & Horace Santry • Ward N. Allen 
• Alan M. Allgeier • Mohammed M. 
Almansoori • Al Alspach • Alternative 
Gifts International • Christine 
Ambrose • Bruce S. Andersen • Ada J. 
Anderson • Chris C. Anderson • 
Christopher Anderson • Curtis & 
Debbie Anderson • Gary A. Anderson 
• John Anderson • Larry E. Anderson • 
Paul D. Anderson • Robert K. 
Anderson • Anthony Andresen • Nina 
Arakelova • Tracy K. Aris • William 
Armbruster • Kenneth & Katie 
Armitage • Dave Armstrong • Ken & 
Gwen Arnett • Noel G. Ary • Ronald A. 
Ash • David W. Ashley • Thomas J. 
Ashley • Sharon Ashworth & Dietrich 
Earnhart • Harold & Marie Asner • 
Robert & Melissa Atchison • Walter 
Aucott • Jason Auernheimer • Pamela 
S. August • Jennifer K. Ault • Sara G. 
Baer • A. L. & Diana Bahr • Deborah A. 
Bailey • Janice Bailey • Richard & 
Anne Bailey • Roger Bain • Janet S. 
Baird • Bob C. Baker • Jean Baker • 
Richard & Emily Ballentine • Emma 
Balsiger Foundation • David & Kristina 
Balzer • Paula Bandt • Tyler Banion • 
Jim G. Banman • Constance Banwart • 
Philip & Jill Baringer • Bruce & Gerry 
Barker • Ken & Iralee Barnard • Patrick 
R. Barnes • Betty Barnett & Glenn 
Haynes • Carol & Thomas Barnett • 
Terry Barnett • Bradley & Mary Barrett 
• Morgan Barrett • Nancy J. Barstow • 
Gayle & Donald Bartel • Brent Bartram 
• G. Kenneth & Ann Baum • Ellen B. 
Baumler • Adrienne Baxter • Roy V. 
Bay • Michael J. Bayouth • Craig & 
Nancy Beach • Melinda Beal • Alice L. 

Bean • Mary Ann Beattie • Joe & Reta 
Beauchamp • Ann Beck • David Beck 
& Lynette Joe-Beck • F. C. Beck • Bob 
L. Becker • Karl & Gail Becker • Donald 
M. Beets • Darlene & Tom Beller • 
Monti & Karen Belot • Donna & Jack 
Bender • Carolyn & Roger Benefiel • 
Benevity Community Impact Fund • 
Dana Benjamin • David R. Benson • 
Duane & Nancy Benton • David M. 
Bergeron • James & Connie Berggren 
• David Bergman • Lila Berkley • 
Deborah & Daniel Berry • Fred & 
Suzanne Berry • Jackie Beucher • 
Sondra Beverly • Paul Bicknell & 
Elizabeth Post • Arlo W. Biere • 
Megan Biladeau • Larry & Sarah Biles 
• Deborah Bingham • Scott & Jennifer 
Bingham • Donna Bird • Eric & Francia 
Bird • John T. Bird • Hannah E. Birge • 
Steffanie Bisinger • Gary J. Bjorge • 
Dorothy V. Blacker • Joe & Susan 
Blackford • Martha Blackman • David 
& Liz Blakely • Tom & Helen Blandford 
• Patricia A. Blankenbaker • Bill & 
Anne Blessing • Alice A. Blizzard • 
John L. Blocher • Carol & William 
Bloom • Leon A. Bogner • Larry & 
Marilyn Bolton • Dick & Sue Bond • 
Richard & Susan Bond • Robert L. 
Bond • Paul Bontrager • Bennie Booth 
• Larry D. Booth • P.J. & Amy Born • 
Jill & Don Bostwick • Marlene K. 
Bosworth • Joe L. Bournonville • 
Sandra Boutelle • Doug Bowen • 
Bruce Bower • Michael E. Bowline • 
Thomas E. Bowman • Patrick Boyarski 
& Betsy Morrison • Allan S. Boyce • 
Roger & Jan Boyd • Alice Boyle & 
Robert Rosenberg • John R. Braden • 
John S. Bradley • William F. Bradley, Jr. 
& Robbie Harding • Catherine P. Brady 
• George & Sue Brandt • Raymond R. 
Brandt • James Braun • Marguerite P. 
Braun • Mary J. Breneman • Charles & 
Rita Breusing • Lynn A. Bridge • Nancy 
R. Brillhart • Ruth E. Britton • Alta E. 

Brock • Mark J. Brodkey • Charlie J. 
Brook • Elizabeth Brosius • Doris M. 
Brown • Ken & Ellen Brown • Patrick 
& Amy Brown • Stanley Brown • 
Steven Bruner • Jacob Bruney • 
Robert F. Brush • Debbie Bubenik • 
Rex C. Buchanan • Matthew J. 
Buechner • Bruce & Meribeth Buhr • 
Deborah K. Burchardt • Penny Burdge 
• Cynthia A. Burgess • Judith Burgess 
• Carol S. Burket • Doris M. Burnett • 
Jay C. Burns • Dean L. Burrell • Nathan 
Burrell & Kelly Blandford • Rosemary 
N. Burroughs • Linda D. Burton • Bill & 
Anna Busby • Jeffry Busche • Ryan 
Buss • Charles Bussing • Donna L. 
Butler • Mary Ann Butler • Sammy 
Calvert • Matthew Buxton • Kathryn 
Byers • Marilyn S. Bynum • Ruth E. 
Caldwell • Kelly & Jon Callen • Roxy E. 
Callison • Sammy Calvert • Jan 
Campbell & James Berneking • Aimee 
L. Campin • Robert C. Canfield • 
James D. Cannon • Thomas & Jeri 
Cannon • Mark Cantrell • Louis & 
Harriet Caplan • Pearl Caponera • 
Evelyn M. Clark • Carol A. Carley • Kit 
Carlsen • Carolyn Carlson • Cindy & 
John Carnahan • Paulyn Cartwright • 
Pat Casey • Samuel & Devin Catt • 
Lawrence M. Cavin • Central Kansas 
Community Foundation • Mark & 
Laura Chall • Ron Chamberlain • Glen 
Chambers • Melinda S. Chambers • 
Lynann Chance & John Haase • David 
Chapman • Michael K. Charles • Anita 
Chase • Christopher L. Chavez • 
Glenda Cherry • Wai Ching • Leo 
Chouinard • Chubb Charitable 
Foundation • Steven Cichowski • Beth 
E. Cigler • Jerry Cindric • Evelyn M. 
Clark • Fritz & Jan Clark • Garry M. 
Clark • J. Bunker & Marilyn Clark 
Charitable Fund • Perry L. Clark • Mark 
Clarke • Marilyn Cleaver • Lorn 
Clement • John A. Clough • Ali Coats • 
Stephen & Margie Coberley • Brian L. 

Coffin • Harry Hurst Coffman • Barton 
P. & Mary D. Cohen Charitable Trust • 
Robert & Lynne Cohen • Steven E. 
Cole • Jason Coleman • Matthew 
Coles • Bernice L. Collier • Kelley 
Collins • Lois M. Coltrin • Ricky 
Combes • Kirby Commer • Joyce M. 
Conard • William M. Concidine • 
Steven L. Conley • Laurie Conner • 
Kenneth T. Conrow • Margaret 
Conrow • Lindsey Constance • Paul 
Conway • Terry & Becky Cook • 
Thornton & Joan Cooke • Sara 
Coolbaugh • John P. Cooley • Barbara 
Cooper • Barry & Suzanne Cooper • 
Lawrence Cooper • Norman L. Cooper 
• Doris E. Coppock • Madona Corben 
• Terry & Charlene Corr • Sheryl & 
Joshua Corrigan • David B. Cory • 
Michael & Paula Costello • Kennett S. 
Cott • Marc & Jeanne Cottrell • Sarah 
K. Couch • John P. Cougher • John E. 
Cowden • Karin Cowdrey • Eula Mae 
& Forrest Cowell • Forrest E. Cowell • 
Cox Family Fund • Cox Wichita • 
Cindy M. Craft • John & Janette Craig 
• Peggy & James Craig • Bill H. Crain • 
Stan & Marla Craven • Pamela J. Cress 
& Chuck Spellman • Catherine C. 
Crichton-Reed • Jack & Kathie Crispin 
• Burton J. Crowell • Christine M. Croy 
• Dorothy E. Crum • John C. Crute • 
Christopher & Anna Culbertson • John 
Culbertson • Anita E. Culp • Donna L. 
Cummings • Steve Current • Susan C. 
Curry • Jeff Curtis • Sandra L. 
Daigneaux • Mary Dailey • Galen & 
Carolyn Dale • Kelly M. Danchus • 
Elizabeth G. Daniels • Nancy Daniels • 
Jess L. Danner • James P. Darnell • 
Dale & Pamela Darnell • Marilyn 
Darnell • David Darwin • Allyson A. 
Davis • Betty Davis • Bill Davis • 
Candice L. Davis • Mike & Faye Davis 
Fund at the Douglas County 
Community Foundation • Linda L. 
Davis • Robert & Janet Davis • Sharon 

Every gift plays a crucial role.
The Nature Conservancy’s accomplishments are only made possible by the many individuals, organizations, 
businesses and foundations that make financial contributions to our conservation programs.  In addition to acres and 
stream miles protected, natural areas restored and wildlife habitat safeguarded, your donation supports many other 
elements of conservation work, such as science, research, policy and educational internships. 

We are honored to recognize the following donors who made contributions of $100 or more from July 1, 2019 through 
June 30, 2020. Everyone listed here has ties to Kansas. Some live here, others live elsewhere and prefer their gifts be 
used for projects in Kansas. In some cases, these contributions supported conservation in other parts of the world. We 
deeply appreciate every gift and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all donors.



We make every effort to ensure that our donor list is correct, but occasionally errors occur. If we have inadvertently left off your name, please accept our apologies and inform us of the mistake by calling (785) 233-4400.

Rogers • Cheryl & Lewis Roht • Jeffrey 
L. Roitman • Dee C. Rolph • Ronald 
Rome • Steven & Carolyn Romondo • 
Nathan E. Root • Fern K. Rosenberg • 
Charles Rosendale • Penney 
Rosendale • Nancy D. Rosen-James • 
John H. Ross • David K. Ross • 
Novelene G. Ross • Roberta Ross • 
Elizabeth Roth • Janet & Stan Roth • 
Vern Rourke • Frances A. Rove • A. J. 
Rowan • Steven Cooper & Marjorie 
Rudman Cooper • Norman & Laurie 
Rue • Laura Rues • Dolores K. Ruffolo 
• Ron Ruhnke • S. J. & William Rule • 
Cleta M. Rush • Leland Russell • 
Rebecca Rutledge • Rick & Kim Rutter 
• Bonnie Ruzich • Michael E. Ryan • 
Lesa & John Sailor • Saeedeh 
Salmanzadeh • Karen L. Salyers • 
David R. Samuelson • Jerry San Diego 
• Julie K. Sandborn • Charles W. 
Sanders • Chris Sanders • Stephen J. 
Sanders • Art & Carolyn Sandquist • 
Wayne & Lou Ann Sangster • David & 
Lois Sauer • Norman E. Saul • Ruth 
Sawin • Susan Sawyer • John L. Sayler 
• Charles & Dorcas Scalet • Steve 
Schaumburg • Leo & Joy Schell • 
Cynthia & Robert Schendel • Matt A. 
Scherer • Brenda K. Schewe • Eldon & 
Karen Schierling • Bob & Su Jo 
Schifferdecker • Gene & Beatrice 
Schillie • Larry M. Schlosser • Anthony 
Schmidt Family Foundation • Jaqueline 
L. Schmidt • John & Jean Schmidt • 
Mary E. Schmidt • Sondra L. 
Schmittgens • Diana K. Schnapp • 
Ashley E. Schneider • Greg & Linda 
Schnose • Mark Schonwetter • 
Richard & Patricia Schroder • Kim R. 
Schroeder • Richard N. Schrum • 
Charles & Kari Schultz • Robert 
Anderson & Karen Schultz • Carolyn A. 
Schwab • Micah Schwalb • Georgina 
Schwartz • Roni Schwartz • Lois 
Scofield • Dan Scott • Diane Scott • F. 
W. Scott • Joseph C. Scranton • 
Roberta G. Scritchfield • Roger & 
Lanette Scurlock • Richard H. Seaton • 
Doug & Nancy Sebelius • Scott Seirer 
• William Sells • Marilyn Senter • 
Holly C. Serk • Janelle Sexter • Scott 
Shackelford • Zachary H. Shafran • 
Herbert & Cynthia Shanks • Jim & 
Joreen Shanteau • N. J. Sharma • 
Stuart & Diane Sharp • Elizabeth 
Shaub • Anne Shaw • Margaret L. 
Sheen • Jan Sheldon • Jill Shelley & 
David Baldwin • Jack & Mimi Shellito • 
David E. Shelly • Xinglei Shen • Sandra 
A. Shereman • Erika Sherman • John & 
Marny Sherman • Nancy & Richard 
Shermoen • Beverly & Roy Sherrell • 

Robert & Joan Sheverbush • Thomas 
M. Shields • David Shofe • Karen 
Shotwell • Allan Shoup • Joanne 
Shoup • Deborah Shouse & Ronald 
Zoglin • Jeffrey R. Shugart • Ruth 
Shults & Charles Bradley • Alan & 
Phyllis Shurts • Richard & Frances 
Siemens • Jack Sills • John A. 
Simmering • Robert Simmons • Danny 
A. Simon • Scott & Angela Simon • 
Fred & Sharon Simpson • Robert B. 
Simpson • Terry A. Sinclair • Ron & 
Janine Sisk • Lillian & Fred Six • 
Marilyn Sjogren • Barry & Marjorie 
Skikne • Linda S. Skinner • Laurie 
Slater • Judy Slawson • Anna Slemmer 
• Timothy R. Sloan • Frank T. Slovick • 
Eugene Smerchek • B. E. Smith • 
Barrie Smith • Donald & Kristen Smith 
• Eloise L. Smith • Janan Smith • 
Janice Marcy Smith • Jim Smith • 
Marilyn Smith • Kathleen Gerhard & 
Robert Smith • Thomas B. Smith • 
Donald D. Snethen • Betsey & Rick 
Solberg • Lowell E. Solien • John F. 
Sommerauer • Steven G. Sorensen • 
Mary Lou Soule • Marylee Southard • 
Ann Spangler • Denise Speer • 
Katherine G. Spencer • Linda Spillman 
• Tracee Sporer • Keith A. Springer • 
Kristie K. Stafford • Eric A. Stahl • Don 
& Karen Stallard • Joan & Stan 
Stallbaumer • Jeanette L. Stamm • 
Rochelle Stander & Bruce Schwartz • 
Gary Stangler • Noel & Marie Stanton 
• Carolee Stark • Linda Stark • Lois V. 
Starr • John H. Stauffer • P. W. Stauffer 
• Peggy Steffel • Margaret K. 
Stenseng • Betty C. Sterling • Daniel & 
Ann Stern Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City • Doug & Kathy Stevens • 
Marni Stevens • Lavern Stevenson • 
Barbara Stewart • Dan A. Stickel • 
Robert J. Stilley • Ray Stites • James 
Stone • Paul E. Stoner • Robert Storms 
• Mikel L. Stout • Glen R. Stramel • 
Noni Strand • Brian Strange & Franke 
Goggans • John & Joan Strickler • 
John & Debbi Strickler • Jim Strine • 
Eric & Ruth Stromberg • Myra L. 
Strother • Don & Kathy Stucky • Rita J. 
Stucky • Bill & Bo Stueck & Stueck 
Family Foundation • Brian W. Sturm • 
Thomas Stybr • Penelope Suleiman • 
Thomas & Carolyn Summers • Eliza K. 
Sundahl • Marshall D. Sundberg • 
Sunderland Foundation • Bill Sutton • 
Michelle E. Swain • Michael Swanson 
• Ellen E. Sward • Becky L. Swart • 
Ann Swegle & Robert Leake • Donald 
& Sue Swender • Daniel & Katherine 
Swenson • Christine & Rocky Swiger • 

Deana & Gordon Talbert • Patricia & 
George Taplin • James & Betty Taylor 
• Joe Taylor • Rodger D. Taylor • 
Wanda E. Taylor • Kelly L. Taylor-
Bhagat & Sne Bhagat • Gary E. 
Tegtmeier • Kenneth & Doranne 
Tewell • Jon & Joan Thayer • Jennifer 
L. Thayer-Wood • Marilyn H. Thiel • 
James D. Thilking • Pamela 
Thistlethwaite • Allen Thoeni • 
Victoria Thomas & Roger Lambson • 
Barbara J. Thomas • Cheryl & Charlie 
Thomas • Cheryl Thomas • Gregory 
Thomas • Michael Thomas • Tracy 
Thomas • Giles Thompson • Gregory 
& Julia Thompson • Linda G. 
Thompson • Jamie T. Thornton • Larry 
L. Tice • Robert J. Till • Cindy Tillman • 
Lori B. Tilson • Constance L. Timmons 
• Dayle Toews • Christopher M. 
Toomajian • Topeka Community 
Foundation • Mary A. Torrence • Brent 
M. Townsend • Stephen & Joanne 
Tramel • Tracy Transmeier • Patrick & 
Theresa Trapp • Cheryl Trayford • 
Shelly Trewolla • David & Rita Tripp • 
Grace G. Troeh • Dale & Vickie Trott • 
Linda & Kermit Trout • Tiffany 
Troutman • Don & Mary Troyer • 
Marian S. Tubach • Janice M. Tucker • 
Stephanie Turner & Randall Fleming • 
Austin H. Turney • Roy & Carolyn 
Turney • Victor & Julie Tyler • 
Elizabeth & George Ulbrick • Mitchell 
L. Ulrich • LeRoy & Trish Unruh • 
Natalie Unruh • Patricia Urban • 
Dennis A. Vahsholtz • Thomas A. 
Valentine • Douglas Van Auken • 
Marjorie & Lynn Van Buren • Keith F. 
Van Horn • John Baker Van Saun • 
David & Kristin Van Tassel • Anthony 
Vandervoorn • Sue Vartuli • Kirk & 
Barbara Vaughan • Charles Vausbinder 
• Cheryl Veazey • The Vengen Trust • 
Alice & Gayle Vernon • Janet Vetter • 
Donna J. Vialle • Regis L. Vialle • Eric 
Vidoni • Julia Vieg • Ted & Betty 
Vlamis • Joanne & David Vodonick • 
Terry & Brenda Volz • Annette Voth & 
Daryl Regier • Eric A. Voth • Nada E. 
Voth • Jackie D. Wachtel • Michelle 
Wade • David Wagner • Jennifer 
Wagner • Michelle Wagner • Jeffrey 
Wald • Connie J. Walker • Elizabeth K. 
Walker • Glenna S. Walker • John & 
Debby Walker • Kristen Walker • Scott 
Walker • Shana R. Wallace • William 
A. Wallace • John & Janet Walters • 
Michael E. Walters • Everett L. Ward • 
Barney Warf • Mike Waring • J. L. 
Warren • Michael P. Washburn • Betty 
A. Waters • Dan Watkins • Donald K. 
Watkins • Marlene M. Watson • Oliver 

Weaver • Robert F. Weaver • Jeni & 
Eric Webb • Ralph & Linda Weber • 
Wallace Weber • Danna R. Weddle • 
George E. Weeks • Mary & Stanley 
Weeks-Halbert • Wegner Family 
Foundation • Meleda Wegner Lowry & 
John Lowry • Audrey V. Wegst • 
Steven & Rochele Weilert • Alice M. 
Weis • Larry & Donna Welch • Patricia 
A. Welker • Ruth Welti • Wendy 
Marvin Law Office, LLC • Kirsta D. 
Wentworth • W. Alan & Jan Wentz • 
Stephen & Randee Werts • Carole D. 
Wertz • Cathy West • Paul K. West • 
Sydney West • David & Pam Western 
• Phyllis G. Westover • Sue J. 
Wettstaed • Frank & Helen Wewers • 
Daniel J. Weyerts • Janet Wheeler • 
Julie D. Wheeler • Lee A. Wheeler • 
Marcie K. Whinery • Allison W. White 
• Diedre White • Jeff T. White • Jeff & 
Connie White • Janet G. Whitman • 
Donald O. Whittemore • Jimmy & 
Susan Wickiser • Audrey Wiegmann • 
Douglas V. Wilcox • Melissa Wilcox • 
Kevin L. Wilder • Roger M. Wilder • 
Mike & Linda Wildgen • John C. Wildin 
• John & Michele Wilinski • Karen 
Willey & Scott Eudaly • Joseph & Ann 
Williams • Linda L. Williams • Mary Jo 
Williams Charitable Trust • Michael & 
Patricia Williams • Carol & Brad 
Williamson • Nicholas A. Willis • Betty 
J. Willits • John Wilson • Lauren J. 
Wilson • Linda F. Wilson • Lloyd & 
Beth Wilson • Nan Wilson • Sandra C. 
Wilson • Robert Wiltshire & Linda 
Divine • Lois Wimpey • John & Sue 
Wine • Carroll S. Winegardner • Greg 
& Dina Wingfield • William H. Winter 
• Paul Winterman • Jean W. Wise • 
Elizabeth & Charles Wissel • Sarah B. 
Woellhof • Thomas W. Wojtech • 
Curtis J. Wolf • Larry E. Wolgast • 
Hoyt H. Wood Jr. • Barbara Wood • 
Cele Wood • Donald Wood • Gary C. 
Wood • Dick H. Woods • Jack & 
Donna Wortman • Brandon W. Wright 
• Cora Wright • Gary Wyatt • William 
& Judith Wynne • Sarah Wyrick • 
Judith B. Yale • Huei-Chi Alice Yang • 
Jay & Lisa Yoder • Craig & Mary Yorke 
• Lauren R. Yoshinobu • Nancy Y. Yost 
• John C. Youker • Marilyn J. Youll • 
Ronald & Mildred Youmans • Carolyn 
B. Young • Vicki & Michael Young • 
David S. Zamierowski • Roger & 
Dorothy Zellers • Donna W. Ziegnhorn 
• Dan Zimmerman • Ina K. 
Zimmerman • Leslie & Donna 
Zimmerman • Robert E. Zimmerman • 
Jeffrey S. Zongker

THANK YOU continued 
Sharon King • Kingsbury Family 
Foundation • Stacey Kingsbury • 
Hannah A. Kinmonth-Schultz • Ingrid 
M. Kircher Nietfeld • Matthew W. Kirk 
• David E. Kirsch • Joni B. Kitzman • 
Darrel Kleeman • Allison Klinock 
Jeanne F. Klopfenstein • David & 
Bethany Klug • Michael Knepper & 
Cheryle Micinski • Benjamin L. Knight 
• Bruce Knight • Bryan Knight • Kris 
Knight • Laura Knight • Randy Knight 
• James A. Knittel • Jill Koehler • John 
& Sharon Koepke • Vicki S. Kofender • 
Pat Konold • Steven Koppes • Allen & 
Elizabeth Kossoy • Linda J. Koster • 
Ian Kovach • Tad & Margaret Kramar • 
Sandra & Greg Kramos • Stan Krehbiel 
• Charles Kreiser • Erlene W. Krigel • 
Scott & Susan Krigel • Susan & Bob 
Kroenert • David & Roberta Kromm • 
Robert M. Kruger • Miriam S. Krum • 
Nanette K. Krumsick • Malani Kuiper • 
Joe V. Kulbiski • Rita Kunkel • Sara L. 
Kurtz • David & Carol Kyner • Jamie 
Ladner • Karen S. Laduex • Cynthia 
Lafferty • Sacie & David Lambertson • 
Dale Lambley • Robert L. Landzettel • 
Daniel & Jaime Lane • Vera 
Langemeier • Judy Langley • Audrey & 
Asher Langworthy • Larson 
Engineering Inc. • Cynthia J. Lash • 
Karen Lassman-Eul • Steve Lauer • 
Beatrix Lawrence • Brendan R. 
Lawrence • Ryan Laws • Patricia & 
Douglas Lawson • Benjamin H. Leader 
• John C. Leatherman • Justin Leck • 
Karen L. Lee • Gerald & Susan Lee • 
Carol Leighton • Clifford & Margaret 
Leighton • Matthew & Tandy 
Leinwetter • Nancy K. Lengel • Ray & 
Evelyn Leniger • Kerry Lenninger • C. 
N. Lepisto • James E. Lewis • Philip E. 
Lewis • Veda R. Lewis • Norman & 
Vicki Lichti • Jane & Max Liggett • 
Gary Lincoln • Judith A. Lindquist • 
Robert & Frances Lindsey • Lowell R. 
Lindstrom • Aaron Linscheid • Wayne 
E. Lippman • Linda L. Lips • Barb 
Lisher • Margaret & Steve Lister • 
John & Nicki Listerman • Tina Lloyd • 
Douglas & Linda Lockwood • Stephen 
L. Loczy • Emily A. Loeb • Bobbie 
Loeffler • Jordan Logan • Lonetta L. 
Lollar • Hazel R. Lolley • Andrew G. 
Long • Anne Long • Christopher Long 
& Melissa Meyer • Fanny Long • Tracy 
& John Long • Anne Longmuir • John 
Lord • Janette Luehring • Robert M. 
Lundquist • Linda & John Lungstrum • 
Susan Lunte • Lindsay Ly • James R. 
Lynch • Sharon G. Lynch • David Lyons 
• Bill & Peggy Lyons • Sha Ma & Han 
Siyuan • Cathy A. Maassen • Sara 

MacDonald • Ivan & Marcia Mader • 
Susan Maendele • Judith K. Major • 
Deryck Malone • Skip & Vincent 
Mancini • Noelle & David Manica • 
Gary L. Mann • Shirley Manning • 
March Conservation Fund • Jackson 
Mark • James & Patricia Marlett • 
James & Eileen Marshall • Jody & E. 
Katherine Marshall • David W. Martell 
• Blanche Martin • Lee Martin • Rex & 
Donna Martin • Edmund F. Martinez • 
Edward Martinko & Nancy Hale • 
Janet E. Marts • Barbara Mason • 
James Mason & Helen Ehlers • 
Lorraine K. Mason • Katherine A. 
Massey • Kyle J. Matchell • Royceann 
Mather & Andy Prosser • Erin K. 
Mathews • Claire Matthews • Jean 
Matthews • J. David Mattox • Douglas 
R. May • Barry & Cindy Mayhew • 
Storme Maynard • Thomas McAuley • 
Linda McBride • George W. McCall • 
Polly McCall • Diane E. McCallum • 
Mary F. McCormick • Richard McCune 
• Susan McDaneld • Monica L. 
McDaniel • G. W. McDonald • John M. 
McEachern • John C. McFadden • 
Marilyn McGown • Stuart A. 
McGregor • Ernee L. McGuire • 
Charles & Joanne McIlwaine 
Foundation • Thomas & Kathryn 
McKee • William R. McKeighan • Sid 
& Carole McKnight • Catherine 
McLeod • Craig & Terri McManus • 
Beth D. McMillen • Janis K. McMillen • 
Karen L. McNerney • Mary L. McNiel • 
James & Diana McPhail • Larry J. 
McPherson • Deborah L. McVey • 
Gordon McWilliams • Nancy 
McWilliams • Beverly F. Meadows • 
Marian Meadows • Stephen & Ysleta 
Meek • Jack Mercer • Bill H. Meredith 
• Robin C. Merritt • Beverly S. 
Mershon • Mary L. Michaelis • Brigid 
E. Mika • Beth A. Miller • Cheryl K. 
Miller • Dusty L. Miller • G. R. Miller • 
John & Ellen Miller • John & Rachel 
Miller • Laura Miller • Mark D. Miller • 
Mark Miller & Julie Sager Miller • 
Nancy L. Miller • Sharon L. Miller • 
Michael T. Mills • Gary J. Minden • 
Jeannetta L. Miner • Ruth M. Mitchel • 
Colleen Mitchell • Joyce A. Mitchell • 
John & Karen Mize • Donald L. Moler • 
Jane Mollhagen Mott & Michael Mott 
• Janet A. Montague • William C. 
Montgomery • John W. Mook • Anita 
Moore • Darrell & Patricia Moore • 
Ginevera K. Moore • John L. Moore • 
Martin Moore & Durand Reiber 
Charitable Fund at the Douglas County 
Community Foundation • Allison 
Mordan • Arthur R. Morford • 
Deborah Morgan • Kevin & Carol 

Morgan • Mary L. Morgan • Shanny & 
Eric Morgenstern • Kerry Morris • Lee 
Morris • William Morris & Gail 
Williams • Janet Morrison • John 
Morrison • Ed Lincoln and the Mosby 
Lincoln Foundation • David Paden & 
Janet Mosser • Cheryl Mozykowski • 
Melanie Mueller • Ryan Muller • 
Connie Mullinix • Carol F. Mundy • 
Ezequiel Munoz • Muriel McBrien 
Kauffman Foundation • Carlin T. 
Murphy • Phil & Cherri Murray • Joyce 
A. Murrell • Tom J. Muth • Deb Myers 
• National Christian Foundation 
Heartland • National Philanthropic 
Trust • Starlene A. Nearhood • Dan A. 
Neely • Linda Neenan • Greg & Debra 
Nelson • Randy & Julie Newcomer • 
Jennifer Newell • Kristi Newland • 
Mark Nichols • Jack Nicholson • 
Kenneth & Gayle Nicolay • Carol B. 
Nielsen • Sara & Mike Niemann • 
Robert E. Nightingale • Miriam 
Nofsinger • Sandra & Stan Nolind • 
Roger G. Nolte • Arthur G. Nonhof • 
Eric & Carolyn Norberg • Frank J. 
Norman • Kathryn Richardson & Bruce 
North • Barbara Northcutt • Gary E. 
Northwall • Steven & Elizabeth Nurre 
• Edith Nye • Judy D. Nystrom • Berl & 
Christine Oakley • Douglas A. 
Oblander • Sara & David O’Connell • 
Matt Odegaard • Ed L. Odell • Pamela 
S. Oehme • Becky O’Hearn • William 
L. Old • Ellen O’Leary • N.R. Oliver • 
Sharon Olmstead • Jeff & Sharon 
Olofson • Charles & Jane Olsen • 
Edwin Olson • Nancy Y. Olson • 
Kathleen D. Olvera • Debra O’Quinn • 
James L. Orange • Wendy A. Ornelas-
Condia • John E. Oroke • Lois Orth-
Lopes & Steve Lopes • David L. 
Ostrodka • John M. Oswald • Ardith L. 
Ott • Carol E. Oukrop • William & 
Josephine Ouseley • Orbie R. Overly • 
Shirley M. Oyster • Louis D. Pack • 
Nitin V. Pai • Terryl A. Pajor • William 
H. Pallett • Fred Palmer • David P. 
Parker • Parmelee Foundation • Lynn 
L. Parrish • Larry Parsons • Thomas F. 
Patten II • Matthew Patterson • 
Kendeleia J. Payne • Francis & Francis 
Pease • Greg Pechin • Ernest & 
Barbara Peck • Michael M. Peleg • 
Edward & Seliesa Pembleton • Jacob 
Penner • Keith F. Penner • Michael 
Pepoon • Joan Perez • Steven & Pam 
Perkins • Christina Perrin • Heather 
Person • Joan G. Peschka • Jerome T. 
Peterie • Karla & Paul Peters • Mary 
Peters • Thomas Peters & Barbara 
Michener • Kenneth & Susan Petersen 
• R. S. Petersen • Amy Peterson • 
Scott Pettigrew • Patricia A. Petz • 

Gianfranco Pezzino • James Pfister • 
Sheilah A. Philip • George D. Phillips • 
Innes & Karen Phillips • Jerry L. 
Phillips • William G. Phillips • John & 
Ardith Pierce • Piersol Foundation, Inc. 
• Bill & Kathleen Pierson • Diana Pillar 
• Lynn J. Piller • Charlotte & Allen 
Pinkall • Alfred Pitzner • Joel Plaas • 
Melody & Alan Pollom • Susan E. 
Pommerenke • Alton Pope • Barbara 
K. Poresky • Joan Porsch • Eileen W. 
Porter • Robert D. Porter • Thomas A. 
Porter • Ellen & Jay Portnoy • Tom E. 
Pott • Eric M. Potter • Joe Potter • 
Gary & JoAnn Pottorff • Daniel P. Poull 
• Dennis L. Powell • Ramon Powers • 
Bobbie A. Pray • Diane K. Prellwitz • 
Barbara & Martin Pressgrove • Floyd 
W. Preston • Craig M. Preuss • Paul & 
Sheila Prince • Jean Pringle • Kathryn 
B. Pruessner • Amy L. Puku • Maureen 
Purcell & David Hustead • Shadi 
Qandil • Diane D. Quantic • Warren 
Quillin • The Quinn Foundation • 
Lillian M. Quiring • R. Martin Railsback 
• Margo A. Rakes • Bartlett W. 
Ramsey • Christopher L. Ramsey • 
Michael K. Ramsey • Walter Ramsey • 
Keith & Judith Randall • Gloria Juhl 
Raney & Doug Denning • Noel Rasor • 
Betty Rassette • Linda S. Ray • 
Sullivan Read & Maureen Scribner-
Read • Ann Readey • Jeanne G. Redick 
• Patty & Jerry Reece • Catherine C. 
Reed • Cynthia J. Reed • Dana & 
Nancy Reel • Jerry D. Rees • John C. 
Reese • Clarence D. Refer II • Walt & 
Mary Ann Regehr • Laura & John 
Reilly • Susan Reimer • Don & Pat 
Reinhold • Steve & Pamela Reiz • 
Richard S. Rempel • Linda J. Reppell • 
Jill I. Reynolds • Roger & Lin Rhoades 
• Randy Rhodes • Ethel & Raymond F. 
Rice Foundation • Gail L. Rice • 
Rosemary Rich • Dallas & Sharon 
Richards • Tom Richardson & Phoebe 
Orr-Richardson • Gary & Kathleen 
Richer • Lori Richmond • William & 
Linda Richter • Virginia C. Rider • 
Deborah Rieb • Joe Riedl • Wilma Rife 
• Harriet Riggs • Bill & Erma Riley • 
Patricia E. Riley • David Rintoul & 
Elizabeth Dodd • Kristin W. Riott • 
Scott & Carol Ritchie • Lauren 
Ritterbush & Brad Logan • Bonnie K. 
Roark • Richard & Gail Roberson • 
David Roberts • Michael & Carol 
Roberts • Christine M. Robertsen • 
Polly Robertus • Betty Jane Robinson 
• Peter & Letticia Robinson • Sally 
Robinson • Nancy Jean & Michael 
Rockers • Ruth Rodden • Darrel J. 
Rodecap • Julie & Len Rodman • 
Harold & Kathy Roesler • Ben F. 



 23      THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2020 KANSAS YEAR-END REPORT

 
Kansas 

Board of Trustees
G. Kenneth Baum Stilwell
Bill Blessing Leawood
William F. Bradley, Jr. Overland Park
Kelly Callen Wichita
David Dillon Mission Hills
Gordon W. Elliott Pittsburg
Kelly Harrison Lawrence
Richard L. Hines Erie
Stacy Hoeme Scott City
Mary Ice Manhattan
Brian Illig Leawood
Jeff Kennedy Wichita
Meleda Wegner Lowry Chicago, IL
William M. Lyons Mission Hills
Barry Mayhew Mission Hills
John Mize Salina
Patty Reece Mission Hills
Charles W. Rice Manhattan 
William M. Riley, Jr. Manhattan
R. Douglas Sebelius Norton
Elizabeth T. Solberg Kansas City
William Stueck Stilwell
Dale Trott Lenexa
Stephanie Turner Oakland, CA
Tyler Woolfolk Protection
Roger Zellers Wichita

KANSAS CITY
Kelly Blandford

Associate Director of Philanthropy

PRATT
Ken Brunson 

Red Hills Project Coordinator

SMOKY VALLEY RANCH 
Matt Bain

Western Kansas Conservation 
Manager

Justin Roemer 
Conservation Steward

WICHITA
Steve Schaumburg

Associate Director of Philanthropy

REMOTE
William Burnidge 
     Sustainable Grazing Lands Manager, 
     Kansas & Colorado 

Amy Couch
     Agriculture Project Director, Kansas 
     & Iowa

Xen Hasnat 
IT Manager, Kansas & Nebraska

Laura Norian
Grants Specialist, Kansas & Iowa 

Julie Wasser 
Land Protection Specialist 

TOPEKA
Rob Manes 

Kansas State Director

Natalie Busby 
Operations Manager

John Cougher 
Director of Philanthropy

Nora Cox
Philanthropy Operations Manager

Ana Jiménez-Omaña 
Executive Assistant & Trustee Liasion

Heidi Mehl
Director of Water & Agriculture

Laura Rose Clawson
Director of Marketing & Outreach

Susan Smith 
Operations Coordinator

Jenny Trucano Muller
Director of Finance & Operations

CHEYENNE BOTTOMS
Robert Penner

Avian Conservation Manager

Keith Reif 
Land Steward

FLINT HILLS
Tony Capizzo

Flint Hills Initiative Manager

Paula Matile
Land Protection & Stewardship 
Specialist

Darin McCullough
    Conservation Assistant

Brian Obermeyer
Director of Land Protection & 
Stewardship 

Shelly Wiggam
Conservation Stewardship Initiative 
Manager

Staff

Contact Us in Kansas
785-233-4400 
kansas@tnc.org
nature.org/kansas

Wichita 
Development Council

Rob Allison
Nancy Kassebaum Baker
Fred & Sue Berry
Doug Brehm
Cindy Carnahan
Jill Docking
Ron Holt
Mary Lynn Oliver
Carol Ritchie
Paul Stephenson
Mikel L. Stout
Richard Varner

The Nature Conservancy
2420 NW Button Road
Topeka, KS 66618

22      THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 2020 KANSAS YEAR IN REVIEW

Great American Outdoors Act: A Win for Nature
In recent months, we’ve seen the 
important role outdoor spaces play in our 

daily lives—highlighting the need to conserve, 
maintain and improve access to these places for 
everyone. The passage of the Great American 
Outdoors Act by Congress this month shows our 
representatives have received that message. In a 
great bipartisan win in both the Senate and the 
House, this bill will fully fund the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, or LWCF, and invest $1.9 
billion annually for the next five years to address 
a massive backlog of unmet maintenance needs at 
national parks and other public lands.

Fully funding the LWCF means that the annual 
$900 million it is authorized to receive from 
offshore oil and gas revenues—not tax dollars—
will go to the fund. In the past, although the 
money was there, Congress had typically given 
the LWCF less than half that amount.

We want to thank Missouri Senator Roy Blunt 
and Kansas Senator Pat Roberts, along with 
Missouri Representatives Billy Long, Lacy 
Clay and Emanuel Cleaver II and Kansas 
Representatives Roger Marshall and Sharice 
Davids, for actively supporting and cosponsoring 
this bill. 

Passage of the Great American Outdoors Act 
ensures that people in all states are able to enjoy 
a multitude of benefits found in natural areas, 
outdoor spaces and our national parks— signaling 
a lasting commitment to people and nature.

This letter to the editor ran in the Kansas City Star     
on July 26, 2020. The president signed the Great 
American Outdoors Act into law on August 4, 2020.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM, ONLINE Getting outside is core to a child’s 
understanding of the world around them. Unfortunately, many people 
now spend the overwhelming majority of their lives indoors and schools 
are often unable to take field trips to nature preserves. This spring, The 
Nature Conservancy launched Nature Lab, an engaging online platform 

to help young people confront the urgent and complex challenges facing the planet. Nature Lab helps 
children learn about conserving nature for its own sake and for its ability to fulfill their needs and 
enrich their lives. Modules are aligned with education standards and focus on conservation issues 
such as how climate change impacts our lives and the role of healthy fire in grasslands and forests. 
High-quality videos transport students to diverse landscapes such as Borneo, Canada and China while 
interviews with renowned scientists offer youth a chance to see themselves as agents of change while 
exploring acoustic technology, the knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and the need for green energy. 
Easy-to-use learning guides encourage students to make a difference in their own communities. 

Betsey Solberg
Kansas Trustee, 
The Nature Conservancy

Beth Alm
Missouri Trustee, 
The Nature Conservancy
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