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Leverage is at the core of the Conservancy’s
strategy. The Conservancy team garnered $2.2
million for Wyoming, which ultimately will be
matched by more than $45 million through the
efforts of state partners. That’s great leverage for
your dollars!

The Conservation Fund led the first Wyoming
project to benefit from Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation funds, a conservation easement on a
working cattle ranch southwest of Daniel. The
ranch provides crucial winter and yearlong habitat
for mule deer, moose, elk, pronghorn and sage
grouse. Additional funding for the easement came
from the Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource
Trust and the Jonah Interagency Mitigation and
Reclamation Office.

“The real message here is that landowners across
Wyoming are making these conservation results
possible,” says Erickson Quiroz.

Two of the Conservancy’s projects were also
selected to receive funding and will be completed
this year. There are more than a dozen other
projects under way throughout the state, all with
the common mission of making Wyoming’s wildlife
goals a reality.

The Heart of the Prairie
Winifred and Richard Sheahan have sold their
1,408-acre Lone Tree Ranch—located within a one
hour drive of Cheyenne—to the Conservancy at a
bargain price, safeguarding it from future residential
development. “We hope that someday other people
can enjoy this land as much as we did,” says
Winifred. The Conservancy plans to sell it with a
conservation easement in place.

Collaborative Conservation: A Wild idea?

One room. One map. Six Wyoming conservation
groups. Sitting down to find consensus on
conservation projects that benefit Wyoming’s
natural heritage doesn’t just sound like a good idea.
It’s happening right now.

The catalyst: Wyoming’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy, a blueprint that’s designed
to establish a common conservation agenda. Every
state in the nation now has one, since Congress
mandated that states develop a comprehensive
strategy for conserving wildlife. 

In order to ensure these visionary state plans don’t
end up on a dusty shelf, the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation stepped in last year with a $13 million
grant to the Conservancy to help implement on-
the-ground wildlife conservation projects in
Wyoming and four other western states.

The Conservancy’s role is akin to negotiator,
convening various groups to chart a common path
for how to direct Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation funds. “We’ve gotten together with
conservation partners throughout the state and
decided on the best projects that move our state’s
wildlife action plan forward,” says Andrea Erickson
Quiroz,  the Conservancy’s Wyoming state director.
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new study published in Bioscience

Conservancy scientists have published findings from a pilot project with Bp America

production Company in the scientific journal Bioscience. For the study, the science

team compared maps that highlight key habitat areas to maps of priority oil and gas

drilling sites. Overlaying these images helped identify where energy and biodiversity

interests collide and also where off-site mitigation opportunities exist.

“We hope that someday other people 
can enjoy this land as much as we did.”

Winifred Sheahan
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Billboards say Bravo

This spring a group of sportsmen, outdoor and conservation organizations—including

the Conservancy—teamed up to erect three billboards near Cheyenne and Casper to

say “Thanks!” to the state’s ranchers. The campaign is an effort to recognize the

importance of agriculture in maintaining open space and conserving wildlife habitat. 

ready, Aim, shoot!

Our connections to nature begin at a

young age. To help make that

connection for students in Lander and

Dubois, the Conservancy is sponsoring a

student photo contest, an idea put forth

by long-time Conservancy supporter

Alice Arlen. Called “i Believe in

Conservation,” the contest encourages

young people to submit photographs

that highlight why they believe

Wyoming’s wild places and wildlife are

important. A panel of judges will select

a group of finalists and the Conservancy

will award top winners with a cash prize.

To read more about these projects visit

nature.org/wyoming.
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Tangible results, On the ground

A Win for the Winds
The Conservancy received a third and final donated
easement from Dubois landowner Brian Kahin,
safeguarding his 480-acre property from future
residential development. The land under easement
includes a small section of the Upper Wind River,
important streamside habitat for rare plants, and a
host of animals, including waterfowl, bobcat and elk.
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Family’s Stewardship Legacy Lives On
The Conservancy—with support from several
conservation groups and a sixth generation ranching
family—has completed a conservation easement
safeguarding 266 acres of the Ladder Ranch, located
in the Snake River Valley on the Wyoming-Colorado
border. The Conservancy now has the opportunity to
complete an additional easement on 1,295 acres,
conserving the ranch’s entire home base.




