


Conservation News

Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area Expanded
Your Support Will Help Us Complete the

Catherine Wolter was an avid outdoorswoman
who loved her land in Vilas County in Wiscon-
sin’s Northwoods. Before she died in 2001,
she sold more than 2,000 acres to The Nature
Conservancy, donating more than a quarter
of the value to ensure it would be protected
for future generations.

She would be happy to hear that the
Conservancy added another 60 acres to the
Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area in July.

The gently rolling, forested land is located on
the north shore of Rudolph Lake and includes
approximately 1,135 feet of shoreline.

The previous owner had subdivided the land to
develop seven residential lots, three of which
would have been located on the lakeshore.

“It was important to protect this land from
development,” said Matt Dallman, the
Conservancy's director of conservation in
northern Wisconsin.

“Increased development on this property
would have fragmented the woods, diminishing
the quality of habitat for wide-ranging animals
and migratory songbirds and could have
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led to increased introductions of non-native,
invasive species like Eurasian water milfoil
and garlic mustard.”

The Conservancy has applied for a Steward-
ship Fund grant to cover a portion of the
purchase price, and we are actively fundrais-
ing for the additional $414,000 needed to
complete the purchase.

“Gifts from individuals will make the differ-
ence in saving this important place,” said
Mary Jean Huston, Conservancy director

in Wisconsin. “It's a wonderful opportunity
for those of us who love the Northwoods
to join Catherine Wolter in protecting a very
special piece of it for everyone to enjoy.”

The Catherine Wolter Wilderness Area is part
of the 24,000-acre Border Lakes area, which
links the Ottawa National Forest in Michigan

Purchase

with Wisconsin’s Northern Highland-American
Legion State Forest. It is an important travel
corridor for large mammals.

“Keeping large expanses of forest intact will
only become more important for wildlife as
they adapt to changes in their habitat as a
result of climate change,” Dallman added.

Management of the new land will be the
same as the rest of the Wilderness Area,
and it will be open to the public for hiking,
fishing, hunting, bird-watching and other
recreational activities.

To make a gift that helps expand and
further conserve the Catherine Wolter
Wilderness Area, you can use the enclosed
envelope or contact Gail Van Sluys at
gvansluys@tnc.org or 608-316-6435.



New trustees and officers bring passion for
conservation and expertise to Wisconsin Board.

FACES OF

CONSERVATION

New Board Chairman John Torinus Thinks Local ... and Global

Of all the things I like about The Nature

Conservancy, at the top of my list are

Instead, they are now preserved forever

for many uses: lumbering, hunting, fishing, John and Kine Torinus at home in West Bend
© Mark Godfrey/TNC

the opportunity to work in concert with cross-country skiing, hiking, canoeing

many talented staff and members and bring  and birding. I enjoy all of those outdoor

huge resources to bear on grand ambitions.  activities, so there is special satisfaction

The two sets of resources, human and
financial, go hand in hand in getting
important work done. It takes a

big, powerful organization to

tackle big projects. And that is The

Nature Conservancy.

I think of our grand acquisition in 2006
of 69,007 acres at the Wild Rivers
Legacy Forest in northern Wisconsin.

The sell-off of those lands would have

meant development and fragmentation.

on a personal level.

My first reaction to the Conservancy’s
decision to go global with its mission was
hesitation. Were we reaching too far?
Don’t we have enough to do at home?
But on thinking about it, I asked the
question: If not the Conservancy, then
who else? We have the talent, and we
have more financial resources than any
other environmental non-profit in

the world.

New Trustees Bring Policy and Freshwater Expertise

Richard Meeusen © Photo courtesy of
Badger Meter, Inc.

Professor of Global Conservation at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. As former Chief of the U.S. Forest Service and Director of the Bureau of
Land Management, he has managed almost 500 million acres of public land. Mike spent his youth
roaming the woods in northwest Wisconsin, and looks forward to bringing his extensive policy and

land management experience to advance the Conservancy’s conservation work up north and

throughout Wisconsin.

America. He is the founder and co-chairman of the Milwaukee 7 Water Council,
an organization committed to transforming southeast Wisconsin into a hub
for freshwater research, economic development and education. Rich is
passionate about water and wants to help safeguard the world’s precious
water resources. His business skills and knowledge about water issues in
the U.S. and worldwide will be invaluable as the Conservancy pursues

freshwater conservation in the Great Lakes and beyond.

Michael Dombeck is University of Wisconsin System Fellow and

We also welcome our new slate of officers: Chair, John B. Torinus, Jr., West Bend;
Vice-Chair, John J. Magnuson, Madison; Vice- Chair, John H. Lhost, Mequon;

and Treasurer, Ursula Muehllehner, North Freedom.

Michael Dombeck © Photo courtesy of
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

An example is our ability to take on the
Great Lakes as a system. That will be
ground-breaking work. Learn more at

nature.org/greatlakes.

So, I am excited about our grand plans in
Wisconsin and in the world. It will be

a privilege to work as part of the Nature
Conservancy team on Wisconsin’s piece

of the action.

John Torinus Chairman of the Board of
Serigraph, Inc. in West Bend, was elected
Chairman of The Nature Conservancy’s
Wisconsin Board of Trustees in July.

Richard Meeusen is chairman, CEO and president of Badger Meter, Inc., a Brown Deer-based

company that is the leading manufacturer of water metering technology in North
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PILOT ON THE PECATONICA

Testing 1 New AP

to Improvin_g;

Visit nature.org/wisconsin
for more news about this
pilot project from the people

who are making it happen

on the ground ... and in

the streams.

A farm in southwestilddiseonsin
© Stefanie Grieve/TNC

Jim Leverich comes from a long line of farmers, beginning with his great grandparents who
started a fruit and dairy farm in the Sparta area in 1869. He’s still on the family farm, but
raises beef cattle today. Jim uses a system of crop production called no-till on his 500 acres
where the soil is disturbed as little as possible, reducing the amount of nutrient loss and
soil erosion into nearby streams.

One of the challenges facing farmers in Wisconsin and nationwide is keeping sediment and
nutrients on the land and out of creeks and rivers. Jim is also a farm research coordinator
with University of Wisconsin Extension and part of a coalition of farmers, UW scientists,
public agencies and The Nature Conservancy who are working together to find more
efficient and effective ways to improve water quality in streams.
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Known as the Wisconsin Buffer
Initiative, the group hopes to improve
water quality by using science to target
conservation efforts on those fields and
pastures with the greatest potential for

contributing nutrients to streams.

Pilot Project Launched in
Driftless Area

WHBI is testing this approach in Dane,
Green and Towa counties on two sub-
watersheds to the Pecatonica River that

are located in southwest Wisconsin’s
Driftless Area.

Bypassed by the glaciers, the Driftless
Area is characterized by steep-sided ridges
and miles of rivers and smaller tributary
streams that eventually drain into the

Mississippi River.

The area has a strong agricultural tradition
and is an important contributor to

Wisconsin’s economy.

If successful, the partners will look for
opportunities to implement this targeted

approach more broadly across the state.

Targeting Conservation Practices
Where Most Needed

Using research by a UW-Madison graduate
student and Dane County Land and Water
Resources Department conservation

staff, the partners have identified a handful
of farms in one of the watersheds that
contribute comparatively large amounts

of phosphorus to the stream.

Dane County conservation staff are
working with these farm owners to
identify different types of tillage, crop
rotations, manure handling and other
management practices that will reduce

sediment and nutrient loss.

Because changing management practices
can have financial implications for farmers,
Jim Leverich and researchers from the
UW-Madison College of Agricultural and

Life Sciences are helping each farm
owner assess the financial costs associated
with implementing various management

practices on their farms.

The goal is to identify conservation
practices that are compatible with the
farm’s current cropping and livestock
system and, where possible, increase or
don’t significantly reduce profitability.
Dane County has secured funding to
help farmers implement needed changes

that aren’t financially feasible.

“We farmers tend to be risk averse,” Jim
comments. “We have to make it through
the rough times when commodity prices
are low and the weather doesn’t cooperate,
so we want to know that new management

practices work before we switch gears.”

Using Results to Drive Change
The U.S. Geological Survey and the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources are gathering data on water
quality and fish and invertebrate popula-
tions in both watersheds in order to
compare differences between the water-
shed where management practices are
being changed and the other watershed,

where no action is being taken.

If they are successful, the partners believe
their research will create tools that stream-
line targeted conservation efforts in other
watersheds. Their data will also be valuable
to the agricultural community and other
decision-makers in re-shaping public policy
related to water quality management not

only in Wisconsin but across the nation.

“It seems straightforward,” says Pete
Nowak, WBI Chair. “But it’s actually a
very innovative approach to water quality
improvement that is not currently being

utilized in the United States.”

Mississippi River © Robert J. Hurt

Thinking Big on the Mississippi River
Wisconsin's work on the Pecatonica
River is part of The Nature Conser-
vancy's effort, through the Great
Rivers Partnership, to protect and
restore the Mississippi River.

Why the Mississippi?

* It is an important migration corridor
for 60 percent of North America’s
bird species.

« Eighteen million people in 50 cities rely
on the river for their drinking water.

* The river valley generates billions
in agricultural and manufactured goods
and is a major tourist destination for
outdoor enthusiasts.

What is the Conservancy Doing?

 Reversing habitat loss by acquiring
land and easements, restoring wetlands
and forests and supporting water-level
drawdowns behind locks and dams.

 Restoring functional floodplains
including reconnecting them to rivers
through managed levee structures and
breaches.

* Reducing nutrient and sediment loss
from agricultural lands to improve water
quality while helping farmers maintain
profitability.

* Restoring coastal wetlands by
participating in restoration planning for
the Mississippi coast and working with
partners to address sediment issues.

Learn more at nature.org/greatrivers.
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Pecatonica River Restoration is Showing Results

Like many streams in southwestern
Wisconsin, the East Branch of the Peca-
tonica River has high steep banks of
beautiful dark soil. When the stream rises,
portions of the bank slump down and wash
into the river. This beautiful soil becomes
water pollution downstream in the
Pecatonica, the Mississippi and perhaps as

far away as the Gulf of Mexico.

The Nature Conservancy and its partners
have completed two restoration projects,
and started a third, along the East Branch
on Conservancy-owned land south of
Barneveld. The projects are designed to
reduce erosion, improve water quality

and wildlife habitat, and store additional
floodwater. Partners include the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources and

the University of Wisconsin.

The restorations involved removal of excess
sediment from two quarter-mile sections
of the stream bank that has prevented the

Pecatonica from reaching its floodplain.

Once the soil was removed, the ground was
seeded with diverse native plants to restore
the wet prairie and wetlands that originally

bordered the river.

The projects are expected to double the
amount of floodplain in this part of the
river so it can store more water and
retain nutrients that would otherwise
contribute to flooding and pollution

problems downstream.

Steve Richter, who oversees the Conser-
vancy’s work in western Wisconsin, said

that the partners are already seeing results.

“The stream banks have withstood severe
flooding over the past two summers, and
very little sediment was released into

the river,” Richter said. “The ecological
response has been phenomenal. The year
after construction, more than 50 native
plants and five species of native frogs and
toads were identified. These are great signs
that this part of the river is being trans-

formed into a healthy, natural ecosystem.”

Remembering Four Conservation Leaders

One of the Conservancy’s great strengths is its volunteers. Over the past year, we were saddened by the
loss of four volunteer leaders whose contributions to our success in Wisconsin spanned 47 years.

Top Photo: Pecatonica River restoration work
© Cary Reich/TNC

Bottom Photo: Leopard frogs are one of many species
benefiting from restoration efforts on the Pecatonica
River. © Gerald H. Emmerich, Jr.

Conservancy worked for reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Fund and made major land purchases in northern
Wisconsin and Door County. John loved a good hike and could
often be found enjoying the beauty of Wisconsin's Northwoods afoot.
His work with private foundations and legal expertise contributed

to the protection of lands and waters up north that will continue to
be enjoyed by future generations of outdoor enthusiasts.

Dr. John Thomson and Dr. Grant Cottam, two eminent
botanists, helped guide the Wisconsin program in its earliest years
as we determined which lands to protect and how to restore native
habitats. John was an expert on North American lichens and made
14 trips to the Arctic to study these fascinating organisms. Grant’s
research focused on plant community dynamics. He was a popular
teacher at the University of Wisconsin-Madison where a graduate

fellowship was established in his name. o . ) )

We will miss these great men, but their legacy lives on in the forests,
Mark Musolf and John Michler provided leadership to the prairies and rivers they worked so diligently to protect.
Conservancy in more recent years. Mark’s keen intellect, sense

of humor and years of public service were invaluable as the
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Fall Field Days at Nature Conservancy Preserves
Saturday, September 26, 2009

Enjoy autumn’s beautiful colors
and see the places you are helping
us protect. Trips are limited

and registration is required.
To register, please contact Maureen
O’Brien by September 18 at
mobrien@tnc.org or 608-316-6426.
Details about each trip are on our
Web site at nature.org/wisconsin in
the Field Trips and Events section.

Chiwaukee Prairie—A Wetland
Gem, Kenosha County
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Lovely in all seasons, in autumn Chiwaukee
is ablaze with gentians, goldenrod and
asters. Peregrine falcons and other raptors
migrating along the shore of Lake Michigan
can also be seen at the preserve. The prairie
was recently recognized as an outstanding
example of Wisconsin's remaining wetlands
by the Wisconsin Wetlands Association.
(Limit: 40 people)

Hike the New Addition

to the Wolter Wilderness
Area, Vilas County

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Enjoy spectacular fall color and see the
newest addition to the Catherine Wolter
Wilderness Area, located on beautiful
Rudolph Lake. The preserve provides
habitat for many native plants and wildlife,
including loons, osprey, otters, fishers,
bear and wolves. (Limit: 20 people)

Crooked Creek Preserve,
Walworth County
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Crooked Creek Preserve is a landscape of

steep ridges, a kettle lake and wetlands
inhabited by reclusive river otters, sand-
hill cranes and interesting plants like
kitten tails and spotted bee balm. See
the wetland restoration work underway
following removal of two unstable dams
last fall. (Limit: 20 people)

Fall Migration at Spring Green
Prairie, Sauk County
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sometimes called the “Wisconsin Desert,”
Spring Green Preserve’s high quality sand
and bluff prairies are home to several rare
plants and animals. Participants will look
for birds on their fall migration including
lark and grasshopper sparrows, orchard
orioles and uncommon species like
northern mockingbirds that were seen at
the preserve this year. (Limit: 20 people)

Go to nature.org/wisconsinbirds

to print a copy of our new bird guide
to take with you on your field trip!

Board of Trustees

HONORARY TRUSTEE
Herbert V. Kohler, Jr.

OFFICERS
CHAIR
John B. Torinus, Jr., West Bend

VICE-CHAIR
John J. Magnuson, Madison

VICE-CHAIR
John H. Lhost, Mequon

TREASURER
Ursula Muehllehner, North Freedom

Birding in southwestern Wisconsin

TRUSTEES

Stephen E. Bablitch, Whitefish Bay
John Bates, Mercer

Debra A. Cervenka, Phillips
Michael Dombeck, Stevens Point
Claire Hackmann, River Hills
Marlene Konsek, Neenah

Patrick A. Martin, Kenilworth, IL
Richard Meeusen, Delafield
Peter A. Peshek, Madison
Theodore R. Rolfs, Hartland
Trygve Solberg, Woodruff

Robert F. Taylor, Racine

Joy B. Zedler, Oregon

R. Douglas Ziegler, West Bend

© Mark Godfrey/TNC

ACTIVE FORMER TRUSTEES
Thomas E. Bolger, Richland Center
Virginia K. Bolger, Mequon

John A. Bolz, Madison

J. Michael Borden, Delavan

Beth H. Chapman, Fox Point
Emily H. Earley, Madison

Donna M. Gager, Brookfield

Boyd H. Gibbons, IIl, Spring Green
Forrest D. Hartmann, Baraboo
Nancy T. Heiden, Madison
Charles V. James, Milwaukee
David L. Kinnamon, Bayside
Harold G. Kruse, Loganville
Kenneth I. Lange, Baraboo
William G. Lunney, Madison

Douglas M. MacNeil, River Hills
David G. Meissner, Grafton
Peter J. Oberhauser, Caroline
Marianne Olson, Kenosha

Jill G. Pelisek, River Hills
Eugene M. Roark, Madison
Paul D. Schumacher, Fredonia
Leslie Shade, DePere

Philip R. Smith, Mequon
Stanley A. Temple, Mazomanie
Thomas N. Tuttle, West Bend
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By using 100% post-consumer content paper, we preserved 16 trees for the future.

WON'T YOU

JOIN US? For more information about The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin visit nature.org/wisconsin.

Green Bay © Claude Thérien

Join the Great Places Network, the Conservancy’s online
community, and you can explore new places, receive email
you want and build your own personalized nature page!
Click on “Join Now” at nature.org.

JOIN NOW — IT’S FREE

In celebration

The Nature Conservancy has received contributions in
honor of the following people and special occasions.

Suzanne LeFeber & Fred Nast, Dr. James Lubner,

Dr. Peter Oberhauser, Howard Straw, Kenneth Baum-
gart’s birthday, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Hansen'’s wedding
anniversary, wedding of Paula Romeo & Victor Emanuel

Preserving more than a memory
Memorial contributions from the relatives and friends
of the following people have been received for the
protection of natural areas within and beyond Wisconsin.

Ingeborg J. Alberg, Billy J. Bauman, Al Bartz, Sal Benck,
J. W. Bright, Robert Catterson, Dr. Grant Cottam, Tom
Goulet, Al Haller, Dwight Harms, Norice Alta Heckmann,
Aino Jalonen, Jean Linton, Shirley B. Magnuson, Mark
Musolf, Vernon Myers, Edith M. Olson, Harry Radtke,
Gordy Royston, Edward Schneider Jr, Sally Spoerke,
John Stinchfield, Jean A. Thompson, Jeffrey Thompson,
Dr. John W. Thomson, Ray Vanderheiden, Ruth Wegner,
Marie Wenzlaff, Robert E. Whiteway, Wyoma Wrayge
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Going for
fhe Go,d

The Nature
Conservancy will
celebrate 50 years
of conserving
Wisconsin’s wild
places and wildlife
for people and
nature in 2010!
We couldn’t have done
it without our members,
donors, volunteers and
partners, and a big part
of next year's festivities
will be thanking all of
you for your passion and
support. Look for more
details in our Spring
2010 Update.





