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DOOR COUNTY WETLAND FACTS 

What are wetlands? 
 
The Wisconsin State legislature defines wetlands as:  
 

"an area where water is at, near, or above the land surface long 
enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophilic (water-
loving) vegetation and which has  
soils indicative of wet conditions." 

 
This definition addresses the essential, common characteristics of 
wetlands. But wetlands are extremely complex and dynamic ecosystems.  
 
Every wetland is unique. Different wetlands often perform different 
functions dependent upon variables like wetland type, size, location, 
surrounding land use, and previous natural and human influences. 
Wetlands change over time and may perform different functions from year 
to year or season to season. 
 
What benefits do wetlands provide? 
 
Wetlands contribute to the social, economic and environmental health of our
community in many ways. Wetlands help enrich the quality of life in Door 
County by: 
 

! Helping protect water quality 
filtering pollutants, nutrients and

 
! Acting as shoreline buffers to

waves and currents. 
 
! Reducing flood damage by sto

snow melts. 
 
! Providing essential breeding 

and wildlife. 
 

 
North Bay wetland 

The Nature Conservancy 
Photo by Gerald H. Emmerich, Jr. 

Click here to download the Door 
County Coastal Wetland Resources 
Guide with no pictures.  
 
Cedar Ponds Conservation 

Easement 
Door County Land Trust 
Photo by Terrie Cooper 
 

in lakes, streams and wells by 
 sediments. 

 protect against erosion from 

ring runoff from heavy rain and 

and migratory habitat for fish 
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! Supporting diversity of plant species and communities, especially 
native plants. 
 

! Providing beautiful natural spaces and opportunities for 
recreation and education, which enhances property values, tourism 
and quality of life. 
 

Door County Wetland Statistics 

 

• Wetlands in Door County occupy 50,990 acres, approximately 16% of the 
county's land area. 

• 8,527 acres (17%) of Door County's wetlands are protected. 
• Door County is one of 15 Wisconsin counties classified as a coastal wetland 

county. 
• Approximately 2,500 acres of wetlands in Door County are ridge and swale 

wetland complexes, representing 51% of this wetland type in Wisconsin. 
• Door County was identified as the most biologically diverse county in 

Wisconsin. The county contains the greatest number of endangered species 
and the greatest number of endangered organisms per square mile. 

 
 
Sources: 
• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources website, "Wetland Functional Values" 
• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources PUBL-WZ-001 93 REV, "Protecting 

Wetlands through Local Zoning for Cleaner Water, Fewer Floods, Better Fishing" 
• Denise Scheberle’s Report, "Developing an efficient and effective wetland protection 

program in Door County" 
• Data extracted from DNR Natural Heritage Inventory in October 2000 

 

DOOR COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS (return to top) 

The Nature Conservancy 
306 South Third Avenue 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
920.743.8695  
http://nature.org 

Door County Land Trust 
P.O. Box 345 
Ephraim, WI 54211 
920.839.9990  
www.doorcountylandtrust.org 

The Ridges Sanctuary, Inc. 
P.O. Box 152 
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0152 
920.839.2802  
www.ridgesanctuary.org 

 
 
 
 

 
The Ridges Sanctuary 

Photo by Paul Regnier 

 
 

The Ridges Sanctuary 
Photo by Roy Lukes 

http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/wisconsin/preserves/art5034.html
http://www.doorcountylandtrust.org/
http://www.ridgesanctuary.org/
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Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
110 S. Neenah Ave. 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
920.746.2860 
www.dnr.state.wi.us 

Natural Resource Conservation Services 
421 Nebraska Street 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
920.388.0740  
www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Green Bay ES Field Office 
1015 Challenger Court 
Green Bay, WI 54311-8331 
920.465.7440  
http://midwest.fws.gov/GreenBay 
 
Door County Wild Ones – Natural Landscapers, Ltd. 
920.839.2191 
www.for-wild.org/doorcounty 

Door County Planning Department  
421 Nebraska Street 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
920.746.2323 

Door County Soil & Water Conservation Department 
421 Nebraska Street 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
920.746.2214 

 

RELATED STATEWIDE ORGANIZATIONS (return to top) 

The Nature Conservancy 
Wisconsin Field Office 
633 West Main Street 
Madison, WI 53703 
608.251.8140  
http://nature.org 

Wisconsin Wetlands Association 
222 South Hamilton Street, Suite #1 
Madison, WI 53703 
608.250.9971 
www.wiscwetlands.org 

 

 

 
Shivering Sands wetland 

The Nature Conservancy 
Photo by Sonya Newenhouse 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/
http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/news/default.asp
http://midwest.fws.gov/GreenBay/
http://www.for-wild.org/doorcounty/
http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/wisconsin/
http://www.wiscwetlands.org/
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Gathering Waters 
211 S. Paterson, Suite 180 
Madison, WI 53703 
608.251.9131  
www.gatheringwaters.org 

River Alliance Of Wisconsin 
306 E. Wilson Street #2W 
Madison, WI 53703 
608.257.2424  
www.wisconsinrivers.org 

Wisconsin Department of Administration, 
Coastal Management Program 
101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor 
P.O. Box 7868 
Madison, WI 53707-7868 
608.266.2687  
www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Door County Coastal Wetlands: (return to top) 

Burke, Dan and Terrie Cooper. How to Protect your Door County 
Property: A Guide to Land Protection Strategies. Door County Land 
Trust. Ephraim, WI. 22 pages. 

The Nature Conservancy, Door County Land Trust, & The Ridges 
Sanctuary. Working together to preserve Door County. Brochure. 
Sturgeon Bay, WI. 

The Ridges Sanctuary, Door County, Wisconsin. Brochure and Trail 
Guide. Bailey's Harbor, WI. 

Scheberle, Denise. 1999. Developing an efficient and effective wetland 
protection program in Door County. Report. Scheberle Consulting, De 
Pere, WI. 

University of Wisconsin-Extension. 2001. Wetlands in Door County. Power
UW-Extension Basin Education Program, Kewaunee, WI. 

University of Wisconsin-Extension. 2001. Karst: Avoid that Sinking Feeling
Education Program, Kewaunee, WI. 

Door County Compass conservation page. Website. Egg Harbor, WI. 

 
 

 

Door County coast 
Photo by Harold E. Malde 
point Presentation and Brochure. 

. Brochure. UW-Extension Basin 

http://www.gatheringwaters.org/
http://www.wisconsinrivers.org/
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal/index.asp
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal/index.asp
http://www.doorcountylandtrust.org/
http://www.doorcountylandtrust.org/
http://www.ridgesanctuary.org/
http://www.uwgb.edu/scheberd/DoorCountyRpt/DoorCnty_main.htm
http://www.uwgb.edu/scheberd/DoorCountyRpt/DoorCnty_main.htm
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/lakeshore/edresour.htm
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/lakeshore/pdf/display.pdf
http://www.doorcountycompass.com/conserve/main_conserve.htm
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Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands: (return to top) 

 

 

 

 

 
Merryfield, Nicole. 2000. A Data Compilation and Assessment of Coastal Wetlands of Wisconsin's Great 
Lakes. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Madison, WI. 145 pages.  

Michigan State University - Extension. 2001. Protecting Wetlands along the Great Lakes Shoreline. Brochure. 
East Lansing, MI. 

The Nature Conservancy, Great Lakes Program. 1997. Great Lakes in the Balance: Protecting our 
Ecosystem's Rich Natural Legacy. Chicago, IL. 

The Nature Conservancy, Michigan Chapter. 1999. The Great Lakes Watershed Poster. East Lansing, MI. 

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program. 1996. Between sky and shore: A closer look at Wisconsin's 
Wetlands. Video and Brochure. Wisconsin Department of Administration, Madison, WI. 

 

General Wetlands Information / Wisconsin Wetlands: (return to top)  

Eggers, Steve D. and Donald M. Reed. 1997. Wetland Plants and Plant 
Communities of Minnesota & Wisconsin. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
St. Paul District. St. Paul, MN. 263 pages. 

Judd, Mary Kay and Mary Ellen Vollbrecht. Wetlands, Wonderlands. 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Madison, WI. 16 pages. 

The League of Women Voters-Milwaukee County. 1995. Wise Plans for 
Wisconsin's Wetlands. Video. West Allis, WI. 

Miller, Steven W. 1995. Wetland Communities. In: Wisconsin's 
Biodiversity as a Management Issue. A Report to Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources Managers. Madison, WI. Pages 130-149. 

Novitzki, R.P. 1979. An Introduction to Wisconsin Wetlands: Plants, Hydrology, and Soils. UW - Extension, 
Geological and Natural History Survey, Madison, WI. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture.  No date. Midwestern wetland flora:  Field office guide to plant species.  
U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, Midwest National Technical Center, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program. 1995. Basic Guide to Wisconsin's Wetlands and Their Boundaries. 
Wisconsin Department of Administration, Madison, WI. (Price; $11.10. To order, call 608-266-8234.) 

Kakagon Sloughs 
Photo by S. Crispin

Marsh Marigolds 
Photo by Jim Wildeman 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/publications/cw/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/publications/cw/
http://www.epa.gov/grtlakes/ecopage/wetlands/Wetland.pdf
http://nature.org/aboutus/projects/greatlakes/
http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/michigan/
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal/index.asp
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/1998/mnplant/mnplant.htm
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/1998/mnplant/mnplant.htm
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/
http://www.milwaukeevoters.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/es/science/pubs/tr/09_Wetlands.pdf
http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/othrdata/plntguid/plntguid.htm
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/dhir/boir/coastal/publications/guide.asp
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Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 1993. Wetland Functional Values.  Madison, WI. (PUBL-WZ-026-
93. To order, call 608-266-8852.) 

 

What Landowners Can Do: (return to top) 

Boswell, Tom and Elizabeth Day. 1997. Citizen's Wetland 
Protection Handbook. Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Madison, 
WI. 
 
Burke, Dan and Terrie Cooper. How to Protect your Door County 
Property: A Guide to Land Protection Strategies. Door County 
Land Trust, Ephraim, WI. 

Dresen, Michael D. and Robert M. Korth. 1999. Life on the 
Edge… Owning Waterfront Property.  University of Wisconsin-
Extension Lakes Partnership, Steven’s Point, WI. 95 pages. 
(Price: $10.00) 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 1999. Lakescaping 
for Wildlife and Water Quality. 175 pages. (Price: $19.95.  To 
order, call 1-800-657-3757) 

Paulson, Gerald A. 1990. Wetlands and Water Quality: A Citizen's Handbook for Protecting Wetlands. Lake 
Michigan Federation, Chicago, IL. 

Thompson, Alice and Charles Luthin. 2000. Wetland Restoration Handbook for Wisconsin Landowners. WI 
DNR Bureau of Integrated Science Services, Madison, WI. 108 pages. 

University of Minnesota - Extension. The Living Shore: Best Management Practices for Shoreland Vegetation.  
Video.  (VH-7129-WRC. Price: $15.00. To order, call 1-800-876-8636.) 

University of Wisconsin - Extension, WI DNR, and Citizens Cooperating. Shorelandscaping: A Guide for 
Waterfront Property Owners. Wisconsin Lakes Partnership, Stevens Point, WI. 

University of Wisconsin - Extension. 1999. Shoreline Plants and Landscaping: A Series of Water Quality Fact 
Sheets for Residential Areas, Yard Care and the Environment. Cooperative Extension Publications, Madison, 
WI. (RP-08-93-6M-45-S. To order, call 608-262-3346.) 

University of Wisconsin - Extension. Nursery Sources for Natural Landscaping. Cooperative Extension 
Publications, Madison, WI. (UWEX: GWQ014A. To order, call 608-262-3346) 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 2000. The Water's Edge: Helping Fish and Wildlife on Your 
Waterfront Property. Madison, WI.  12 pages. (PUB-FH-428-00) 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Why Protect Shoreland Areas? Madison, WI.  (PUBL-WZ-009-
94. To order, call 608-266-8852.) 

Wisconsin Environmental Initiative. Owning Waterfront Property: A Checklist. 4 pages. (To order, call 608-280-
0360.) 

Wisconsin Interagency Quality Steering Team. 2000. 2000 Guide to Conservation Programs for Wisconsin 
Landowners. Brochure.  (To order, call 608-833-1833.) 

 

Shoreline Plants and Landscaping 
UW-Extension publication 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/wetlands/function.shtml
http://www.wiscwetlands.org/
http://www.doorcountylandtrust.org/
http://www.doorcountylandtrust.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/lakes/lakeedge.htm
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/lakes/lakeedge.htm
http://www.comm.media.state.mn.us/bookstore/viewbook.asp?stocknum=9-53
http://www.comm.media.state.mn.us/bookstore/viewbook.asp?stocknum=9-53
http://www.lakemichigan.org/
http://www.lakemichigan.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/wetlands/resman.shtml
http://www.extension.umn.edu/units/dc/item.html?item=7129
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/yardcare/shorlpl.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/yardcare/shorlpl.pdf
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/pubs/index.cfm
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/pubs/index.cfm
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/fish/pubs/thewatersedge.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/fish/pubs/thewatersedge.pdf
http://www.wi-ei.org/AgLand/shoreland_checklist.htm
http://my.execpc.com/~wlwca/Pages/2000ConsProg.html
http://my.execpc.com/~wlwca/Pages/2000ConsProg.html
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Wetlands Education: (return to top) 

Braun, Dave, Amy Brown and Sterling Strathe. 1994. Project WULP: 
Wetland Understanding Leading to Protection: A Comprehensive 
Multidisciplinary Wetlands Unit for Middle Schools. Outdoor Skills 
Center, Plymouth, WI. 

Kusler, Jon and Lucretia Krantz, eds. 1993. Improving Wetland Public 
Outreach, Training and Education, and Interpretation: A Collection of 
Papers. International Wetland Symposium: Improving Public 
Outreach, Training and Education, and Interpretation. Madison, WI. 
 
New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission. 1993. A 
World in Our Backyard: A Wetlands Education and Stewardship 
Program. Video and Book. EPA New England, Boston, MA. 

 
 
Related Issues: (return to top) 

Goodban, Anthony. 1999. Great Lakes Alvars. Federation of Ontario Naturalists and The Nature Conservancy 
Great Lakes Program, Chicago, IL. 

Liebl, David, and Robert Korth. 2000. Sensible Shoreland Lighting: Preserving the Beauty of the Night. 
Cooperative Extension Publications, Madison, WI. (To order, call 608-262-3346.) 

University of Wisconsin-Extension. 2001. Karst: Avoid that Sinking Feeling. Brochure. UW-Extension Basin 
Education Program, Kewaunee, WI. 

Wisconsin Environmental Initiative. 1998. Shoreland Development and Wisconsin’s Future: Conference 
Summary Report. Rhinelander, WI. (To order, call 608-280-0360.) 

This document was produced in September 2002 by Madison Environmental Group, Inc. for The Nature 
Conservancy, Door County Land Trust, and The Ridges Sanctuary.  Funding for this project was provided by 
the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program of the State of Wisconsin Department of Administration. 

 

 

 

 

Bailey's Harbor Conservation Easement 
Door County Land Trust 
Photo by Terrie Cooper 

http://cf.uwex.edu/ces/erc/eypaw/viewmore.cfm?curricula_id=93
http://cf.uwex.edu/ces/erc/eypaw/viewmore.cfm?curricula_id=93
http://cf.uwex.edu/ces/erc/eypaw/viewmore.cfm?curricula_id=93
http://www.aswm.org/propub/pubs/aswm/aswm06.htm
http://www.aswm.org/propub/pubs/aswm/aswm06.htm
http://www.aswm.org/propub/pubs/aswm/aswm06.htm
http://www.epa.gov/region01/students/teacher/world.html
http://www.epa.gov/region01/students/teacher/world.html
http://www.epa.gov/region01/students/teacher/world.html
http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/ecopage/shore/alvars/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/publications/shorelandlightingbooklet.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/lakeshore/pdf/display.pdf
http://www.wi-ei.org/AgLand/conference.htm
http://www.wi-ei.org/AgLand/conference.htm

	Scheberle, Denise. 1999. Developing an efficient and effective wetland protection program in Door County. Report. Scheberle Consulting, De Pere, WI.

