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Welcome to the LaPlatte
River Marsh Natural Area!

This 21 Feacre preserve is owned by The Mature
Conservancy. Because of people like you, who
appreciate and support natural area protechon, this
mareh and saresunding foresc will continue oo
thove for My pEnerations b oo,

The purpose of this self-gusded wallk is o
provide information abour the varfous forees that
have shaped rhe land, and to familiarize you wich
the site's diverse flora and Fauna. Each of the ten
STACIONS aer.g the rrail will hﬂjp‘f‘ﬂ".l ﬁplnn: rhe
patrerns and processes thar define this landscape.
Please pespect the animal and plant fifs asyou
proceed, We hope you enjoy your walk through
this beawtifil natural are.
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Preserve Guidelines

Phease keep these things in mind as you walk thrmegh the preserve:
» (e of prenerves i fnnired fn ok ponsie eeceetional doitulies
ar frodtg, Biv pareiving, phesograpdy, namne sy, o
= Seap o desiprared patle,
® Beatowr i ploes, anisuls, ariiface or rocks fram preers,
* Mo compirg 0 alloned. Builal s fives and lave no Giter.
* Keep gproup vize pmall and pleae lave pri gt dwmir,

Shelburne Bay

Station ) The Water's Edge

Louk around you, scanning from rhe water's edge across the
rrail to the trees ar your right. Whar kinds of parrerns do you see
in the vegetation?  Look fora ranstton in the plant oomposi-
rion moving from the water's edge to the mail, paying special
attention o the rree species, Whar causes chis transition? The
answer lies in the amount of water in the soil. The moist sedl of
the riverbank suppors specics thar thrive in wet sites — hilack
willow, green ash, and silver maple. On the other side of the
prail vou'll nowice one particulary dominant eree specics, whire
pine. which grows well in the drier, well draimed soils of the
upland ares.

Mow ook across the marsh. Do yoosee similar vegetative
parrerns? First, you might notice the rrees growing in and

around the warer's edge, These arc painly silver maples. In

summer vou may nedice high warer marks on the bark, 2 high
up as 5ix feet from the ground, indicating spring floosd levels,
Mear these slver maples and our into the deep warer of the marsh
vou might see some familiar plans such as barreed and careail,
pwo of the most common herhaceoies wetland species.

I'rees are an important part of the Laflane landscape, Here
are tips 1o help vou idenrify some of the more comnion species

you will likely encounter, These evergreen species are canly

sdenmifod because their needbes are present year-round:

WHITE PINE

has five needles in 2 bunch

EASTERN HEMLOCK
has short ffar necdles anmd
and lomg cylindrical cones small kalf-inch concs on the nps
of the branches, often bsund in

the forest underssory

with whiie resin marks at the
tips of the scales

RED PINE

has rwo needies ina bunch,

EASTERN RED CEDAR
has slearp, scaly “leaf-like”
necdles and shraddy “fence-
post-like™ bark

amd hark whick w oloen I'Iu!-::.-
and slightly red m coler,
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Along the Way

Al 540 feer down the il on the lefy, you’ll see a large mee
leaning out over the water. Black willow tnees like this one ane
Esirly common in wee areas where the soil is sheays sarraned.
Black wilkvws aie rppically shor-lived, and regenerate bath by
secad amd by fallen branches thai fde the current o raot
cluewhere












