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The West Haven Office 
is a program of the 
Vermont Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy.  
We work to preserve 
biodiversity in the 
Southern Lake Champlain 
Valley in Vermont. 
 
 
West Haven Staff: 
 

Mary Droege, Director of 
Ecological Management and 
Restoration 
 

Mary Helm, Nursery 
Grower 
 

Calvin Maginel, 
AmeriCorps Volunteer 
Coordinator and Field 
Assistant 
 

Paul Marangelo, 
Conservation Ecologist 
 

David McDevitt, Southern 
Vermont Land Steward 
 

Murray McHugh, Land 
Steward / Nursery Manager 
 
 
 

Calvin Maginel 
Volunteer Coordinator 

The Nature Conservancy 
115 Main Road 

West Haven, VT 05743 
(802) 265-8645 x27 
cmaginel@tnc.org 
www.nature.org 

 
 
 

Fall is a time of change, not just in the surrounding landscapes but in our office 
as well.  Cathy Foutch finished her two years as our AmeriCorps Volunteer 
Coordinator and has moved on to new opportunities.  As we send out a 
goodbye and thank you to her, we also welcome our new Volunteer 
Coordinator, Calvin Maginel.  Hopefully you can volunteer with us soon in 
order to meet him! 
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Restoration – Spring 2008 was a fantastic success for our clayplain forest 
restoration program thanks to our tree planting volunteers!  We were very 
fortunate to be awarded an AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC) crew.  Volunteers working alongside our NCCC crew planted an 
amazing 3,472 trees at our Hubbardton River Clayplain Preserve in West Haven.  
Special thanks to Rutland High School students who volunteered 125 hours!   
 

Invasives – 2008 marked the 11th field season for the Water Chestnut 
Management Program.   This year volunteers contributed 1200 hours and we 
pulled over 9 tons of water chestnut.  Over the years, we have realized remarkable 
success. Volunteers enable us to be exceptionally cost effective; we spend 70% 
less than non-volunteer programs.  Volunteers have also provided significant 
contributions to our garlic mustard control program.  After 5 years of 
management effort, our work is starting to show results at some of the sites.  With 
the help of volunteers, we think that we can keep this plant from becoming well-
established in our area. 
 

Native Plant Nursery – A lot was accomplished in the nursery this year.  We 
logged an impressive 410 volunteer hours; that is 132 more hours than last year!  
The top notch quality and positive attitude of our volunteers help us grow strong 
and healthy plants. We have enjoyed working with all of you! Thank you very 
much for your valuable time! 

 

Stewardship –  
One of our 
volunteer 
highlights this 
year is the great 
work that Bill 
Kuehn’s 
Castleton State 
College class has 
done picking up 
litter along the 
Galick Road. 

Bill Kuehn’s Castleton State College Class after litter pick-up.   
Photo: TNC/David McDevitt 

They donated 192 hours in 2008 to this project.  Other stewardship volunteers 
have helped maintain boundaries, trails, and gate installation.  Thanks to all! 
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Camp E-Wen-Akee is an 
outdoor therapeutic 
residential program that 
provides boys and girls aged 
12-17 a positive and 
nurturing environment 
where they can work on 
making healthy decisions, 
building positive 
relationships, and managing 
difficult emotions.  
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Volunteer 
Opportunities: 
 
Occasionally, there is a 
need for volunteers at our 
Southern Vermont 
preserves including the 
Dorset Bat Cave, Equinox 
Highlands, and Quarry 
Hill in Pownal, VT.  Our 
biggest need is for 
volunteers to help with the 
control of non-native 
invasive plants on and 
near our preserves.  Please 
contact Calvin for more 
information. 
 

 

Interested in volunteering, 
but not sure where your 
specific skills fit with our 
volunteer opportunities? 
Call, write, e-mail or stop by 
the office to chat with staff 
or flip through our in-depth 
Guide to Volunteer 
Opportunities.  
We’ve got something for 
everyone. 
 

Wish List: 
If you can help us obtain one 
or more items on this list 
(new or used), please call the 
office. All contributions are 
tax deductible.  
 
·  Tractor, any size 
·  All terrain work vehicle 
 
The mission of The Nature 
Conservancy is to preserve 
the plants, animals and 
natural communities that 
represent the diversity of life 
on earth by protecting the 
lands and waters they need 
to survive.  

 

 

Camp E-Wen-Akee volunteered an amazing 221.5 hours this year!  They planted 
trees and pulled invasive plants such as garlic mustard and water chestnut.  
 

TNC’s Hubbardton River Clayplain Preserve, located in West Haven right off 
of 22A, was the scene of some heavy equipment excavation and earth moving 
this September – not a very typical sight on a TNC preserve.  What was going 
on?  TNC teamed up with USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service and 
the US Fish and Wildlife Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program to restore 
wetlands in hay fields that were leveled and ditched in the 1970s.  Four shallow 
wetland basins were dug totaling 1.7 acres.  These shallow basins will fill up in 
the spring and dry up in the summer, supporting seasonal wetland vegetation.  
As the fields are gradually restored to forest the wetlands will become vernal 
pools, which are important breeding habitats for many amphibians.  This is just 
one of several habitat restoration projects underway on the Hubbardton River 
Clayplain Preserve as TNC works to restore the historic clayplain forest 
ecosystem and local hydrology.   

Volunteers helped collect 
local wetland seeds for re-
seeding the basins and 
they also spread hay as 
mulch.  A special thanks 
to volunteers Leon 
Richards, Nick Corsones, 
Gail and Chuck Helfer, 
Joe Przpek’s Community 
College of Vermont class, 
and the Cyrul and Kidder 
families from Poultney 
and Benson.  

From the left, Volunteer Coordinator Calvin Maginel re-
seeding wetlands with volunteers Leon Richards and Nick 
Corsones.  Photo: TNC/Mary Droege 

E-Wen-Akee is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year!  We are very grateful 
for E-Wen-Akee’s wonderful work ethic and smiling faces! 

E-Wen-Akee students planting trees.  Photo: TNC/Mary Droege 


