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Safeguarding Tiverton’s Great Swamp 
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Fresh water covers a tiny fraction 
of Earth’s surface but sustains all 
life outside the oceans.  Human 
consumption has placed 
enormous demands on 
freshwater supplies, disrupting 
fish spawning, migration and life 
cycles; hampering the 
regeneration of streamside 
forests; and damaging other 
important ecological processes. 
 

Today, the eighty-square mile 
watershed of the Westport River 
extends from Tiverton’s Great Swamp 
to the shore of Buzzards’ Bay at 
Horseneck Beach.  The tidal reaches of 
this estuary are among the most 
productive in New England but its 
water quality is being threatened. 
 

Together with partners, the 
Conservancy understands that healthy 
productive estuaries require clean, free 
flowing streams that intact native 
forests safeguard.  Yet, the forces of 
decentralized growth and sprawl 
threaten changes to these fragile natural 
areas. 
 

With your helpWith your helpWith your helpWith your help, the protection of 
Middle Acres Farm is a giant step 
towards the conservation of Tiverton’s 
Great Swamp, the principle source of 
the Westport River, West Branch. At 
this time, The Nature Conservancy 
must raise an additional $200,000 in 
private funds to finalize its protection.   
 

Owned and operated by Lucien Lebreux 
since 1956, Middle Acres Farm is a  Middle Acres Farm is a  Middle Acres Farm is a  Middle Acres Farm is a 
240240240240----acre parcelacre parcelacre parcelacre parcel along the west side of 
Crandall Road in Tiverton.   The site  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

consists of 150 acres of forest land, 
along with 90 acres of farmland  

including one of Rhode Island’s two 
cranberry bogs.   
 

Covering the entire northern half of 
Tiverton’s Great Swamp, Middle Acres 
Farm safeguards treasure troves of 
biodiversity and offers additional 
benefits for people.  These include:  
 

Ensuring quality and quantityEnsuring quality and quantityEnsuring quality and quantityEnsuring quality and quantity of vital 
water resources for wells and reservoirs 
in Tiverton, Little Compton, Westport, 
and Adamsville. 
 

Minimizing fragmentationMinimizing fragmentationMinimizing fragmentationMinimizing fragmentation of one of 
the largest forest wilderness tracks in 
the state and thereby sustaining native 
flora, migratory birds, and fishes for 
future generations to enjoy.  
 

Offering opportunitiesOffering opportunitiesOffering opportunitiesOffering opportunities for guided 
educational walks in a natural “living 
classroom”.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With your help, we must raise With your help, we must raise With your help, we must raise With your help, we must raise 
$$$$200,000200,000200,000200,000 in private funds in private funds in private funds in private funds to 
complete protection of the 240-acre 
Middle Acres Farm.  Development 
rights to this farm had a total value in 
excess of $1.8 million but were 
purchased for $1.5 million.  The owner 
contributed the excess value as a 
charitable donation.  To date, the $1.5 
million funding goal is divided as: 
 

Federal:      $ 475,000 committed  
 UD Department of Agriculture 
US Fish & Wildlife Service/Coalition for Buzzards Bay 
 

State:      $ 450,000 committed  
 RI Agricultural Land Preservation Commission 
 RI Department of Environmental Management 

Private:     $ 375,000 committed  

                                    $ 200,000 $ 200,000 $ 200,000 $ 200,000 uncommitteduncommitteduncommitteduncommitted    
    The Nature ConservancyThe Nature ConservancyThe Nature ConservancyThe Nature Conservancy    

 _________________________ 

Total: $ 1,500,000 
 

Your gift will helpYour gift will helpYour gift will helpYour gift will help protect one of 
Rhode Island’s greatest swamps for 
future generations. 
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