SAVING THE SAKONNET
LANDSCAPE

Cwer 200 VoL ['ll_'-:I]'III_' ;._l|._"|1_|l|,'r'|,d
at Treaty Rock Farm in Little
Caompon Fone *The Mexe Generation
of Conservationists.” Looking over
protected pastures and cobble
beach bordering the Sakonnet
River, they leamed about *Forest,
Field & Shore,” 2 three-year
campaign by the Conservancy

and it partners 1o save the

natural charmcter of the Sakonnet
landscape. which includes

Trvertom, Little Compeon and

part of Westport, Massachusetis

“The Sakonnet landscape is unmique,”
notes [ohn Berg, Sakonnet Landscape
Manager “The prosimity of farmland,
deep forest and wild coastal shores,
all bordered by two rivers and an
ooean, give it a very special character”
Focus areas for the campaign
include Tiverton's 2,000 acre
coastal forest. Ferolbink Farm at
Fogland Marsh; Tiverton Grear
Swamp, a key source of the
Westport River estuary; and the
Qruln.'ka:md Pend watershed. ane

of the maost pristinme in Mew
England. Funds raised in the
campaign will be used 10

protect 1,100 acres within

these critical areas, and
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threatened species throughoue
Sakonnet

Iin addidion wo their ecols |1_=.|:J;'|1 vialues,
conservation areas are “living
classrooms where the next generation
can lesrn how 1o steward iomornow
the land we're protecting I:-:nj;{g.‘_'
says Berg The Sakonnet program
has already involved almost 2,000
children, parents and friends in
w.:'|||-c:1 Ak Hl:-.lm_".-l. i""ﬁ-'- |:'-|_',:'|g'|'|_ k;{f.'.jl-c
trips. and vernal poal visits. A
Ereenwiys trail AVELEM 15 lh‘iflh.',
created with local partners to
u:-.['-.’ll'ld |'-|_1]1|'-|‘I:|,|1'|il,||,'~: fior |._'.'-:]1||'-|'i|'|-l._l|
the Sakonnet landscape.

The campaign goal i 1o raise

84 million by 2010, This money
seill 1 taen atteact an additional
S14 million in maching donacions
from Landoamners and federal, seare,
local and foundation funding.

The COmEeTvianie’s effort 1o protect
Ferolbink Farm is particularly
Wil Seate and federal funds
have already been committed o
help purchase the conservation
casements that will provece this
farm, but if the Conservancy

does not have pledges in hand

'|-:|'r &1 1'|||||i-:|1'| 11! |1{x‘|_'u\,’||‘:, E'-r'll.'.j'|l_u
funds by the fall of 2008 then

the E'\-I_I|1J1'i|.: |-|_||'|di1'|h_'| wiill B liast

“A compelling aspect of the
Sakonnet Campaign is that every
dollar that's raised will generate
an additional £3.50 from other
funding sources,” emphasizes am
'|:'-.|rr|r'-|u1__ .-‘L.u-:l{l;'ll_.._' I.:lil'{'-\',,"ll:ll |'-r'-
Fhilanthropy for the Conservancy

Many of those who attended the
event at Treaty Rock Farm are the
children of conservation-minded
Sakonner residents and 1_|'|-e::. '|-:|1'||.l|3.'
remember spending their childhoods
here, “The careers of this BETIEIALC
are taking them all over the
world ™ observes Pomifrer, “Their
connection to the Sakonnet area is

A 1_-:||_|ﬁ|'m|!|'-|'|u 11 |_I‘|I_'II" |1|.|.'-:3.' 1'i'|'|_'~:
Conservation is becoming a real
intergenerational affair”

The sakonnet Campaign, which
‘]q-gnn i Jl,l'l'lr 2007 when Treary
Rock Farm was protected, raised
31 millicn in its |-'i'rxl: Viar Mt
partnership with local land trusts is
at the heart of thar success,” states
Pomfret. The Little Compton
"'Lgl‘l._‘u|l:|,|'r:{| i.:c|11x..'r'.':1|1q':|' Trwse,
the Sakonnet Preservation
Association, the Tiverton Land
Trust, and the Trverton Open
Space aned Land Preservation
Commission are working together
L Profedh eoosvaiems and apen
.‘i1'li|.-.'r.' across town borders. Pomfret
alse credits the Campaign
Committee, made up of both local
:?|1'||,|. .!-.f.:'|m'-r|.:'|1 |:'||'|g|-.|wnu|:1 "]'l'u:
Lampaign Committes is passionate
about saving the natural character
of the Sakonnet landscape before
s oo lare — and I,hl,'!.' are
determined to make a difference.”

The Sakonnet Campaign is part of
the Conservancy's Campaign for a
Hl_ml}:?ul'l;l_hlq_' |'|:?|1'|-r|__ ] g|x||1;4_| i1'|||_'i:'|l_i1'|_'
with the goal of protecting at least
10 percent of the world's major
habitat types - forests, oceans

and coasts, rivers and Lakes,
deserts and arid Lainds, and
grasslands - by 2015



