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Building a Goosewing Beach 
Ecological Education Center 
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“Engaging wi th  nature  
is  essent ia l  for  heal thy 
ch i ldhood deve lopment  
and for  the  phys ica l ,  
emot ional  and sp ir i tua l  
we l l  be ing of  ch i ldren 
and adul ts . ”   

A u t h o r  R i c h a r d  L o u v   
 

Thanks to Thanks to Thanks to Thanks to a generous gift from a generous gift from a generous gift from a generous gift from 
Lawrence and Margaret BenjaminLawrence and Margaret BenjaminLawrence and Margaret BenjaminLawrence and Margaret Benjamin 
and their family, funding has been 
secured to construct the building for 
the new Goosewing Beach Ecological 
Education Center and provide two 
summers of educational and shorebird 
protection programs.   

 

With your helpWith your helpWith your helpWith your help, The Nature 
Conservancy must raise an additional 
$20,000+ by the summer of 2010 to 
help fund the cost for displays, exhibits 
and endowment for a maintenance 
fund.  The Center will promote 
awareness of the natural world and 
encourage beach goers to become better 
stewards of their environment. 
 

Situated on the 75-acre Goosewing 
Beach Preserve that the Conservancy 
acquired in 1989, the new Education 
Center will have great significance for 
community residents of Little 
Compton and beyond, including: 
 

Providing expanded education Providing expanded education Providing expanded education Providing expanded education 
opportunities opportunities opportunities opportunities – each summer 
naturalists and educators are on site at 
Goosewing Beach Preserve providing 
programs such as beach walks and  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goosewing Family Day to more than 
2000 participants annually.  The new 
Center will offer an official venue to 
convene nature programs and talks, 
while the facility will showcase 
educational exhibits.  
 

Safeguarding endangered shorebirdsSafeguarding endangered shorebirdsSafeguarding endangered shorebirdsSafeguarding endangered shorebirds    
– a portion of the new Center will serve 
as much needed space for fencing, 
materials and equipment that supports 
the Conservancy’s shorebird protection 
program for the globally-rare Piping 
Plovers and other migratory birds in the 
area.  Protecting the nesting areas along 
the beach is critical to the survival of 
these shorebirds. 
 

Restoring Restoring Restoring Restoring native snative snative snative shorelinehorelinehorelinehoreline ha ha ha habitatbitatbitatbitat    ––––    
a long term restoration plan is 
underway    to protect the native  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

shoreline vegetation and rare plants 
along Quicksand Pond. Reducing the 
spread of invasive plant species will 
allow the native diversity of plants and 
animals to thrive along the pond’s 
shoreline. 
 

Offering you and your family a Offering you and your family a Offering you and your family a Offering you and your family a 
naming recognition opportunitynaming recognition opportunitynaming recognition opportunitynaming recognition opportunity    – for 
gifts of $10,000 or more, your name 
will be proudly displayed at the new 
Goosewing Education Center.  For gifts 
of under $10,000 but $1,000 or more, 
your name will be recognized in a listing 
of all contributors inside the new 
Center.   What a wonderful legacy to 
leave for your family. 
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