
along 26 miles of the Middle
Niobrara River. That land was
acquired in 1980, at a time when
such acquisitions were affordable.
Recreational and residential develop-
ment has raised prices on property,
especially near rivers and lakes, to
levels difficult for conservation
organizations and farmers to afford.
Today, we consider a variety of other
ways to preserve habitat while still
making selective acquisitions. We pay
taxes – well over $1 million to date –
on all the land in Nebraska that we
own.

Partnerships

In Nebraska, 98.6 percent of the land
is privately owned. For the
Conservancy, partnerships with busi-
nesses, government agencies and
other private organizations are essen-
tial to achieving our conservation
goals in the state. For example, we
have worked with ConAgra Foods on
sustainable agriculture, and we work
with the National Resources
Conservation Service, Nebraska
Grazing Land Coalition and the
Sandhills Task Force to encourage
private conservation ownership of
land in the Sandhills. 

Restoration

Habitat restoration is a particularly
important strategy along the Big
Bend of the Platte River, which hun-
dreds of thousands of other migrat-
ing birds rely on as a resting and
feeding ground. In 2001, we joined
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strategic and science-based
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Land Acquisition

The Conservancy owns 85,000 acres
in Nebraska – two-thirds of which is
our 56,000-acre Niobrara Valley
Preserve northwest of Ainsworth
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with the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission to create the Platte
Habitat Partnership, which works
with private landowners along the
Platte River on stewardship and
restoration strategies focused on
habitat for migratory birds. We work
with sand and gravel mining compa-
nies, community stakeholders and
conservation groups to clear vegeta-
tion, maintain the river channel and
restore wildlife habitat along the
Platte.

Conservation Easements

This tool enables us to greatly
increase the amount of land we are
able to protect throughout Nebraska,
which currently totals more than
100,000 acres. We have a 9,900-
acre easement in the Sandhills, sever-
al on the Niobrara River and a new
one in the Pine Ridge area. A conser-
vation easement is a voluntary con-
tract between the landowner and the
holder of the easement to preserve
the land in perpetuity from incom-
patible development. Because the
land remains in private ownership,
with the remainder of the rights
intact, a property protected by a con-
servation easement continues to pro-
vide jobs, property taxes and other
economic benefits to the area. 

Special Initiatives

Fire, Grazing, Freshwater. Ecological
threats to Nebraska’s native plants
and animals include hydrological
changes to rivers and wetlands,
intense grazing and fire suppression.
We work with agencies and landown-
ers to use science-based tools – pre-
scribed burns and alternative grazing
practices – to improve prairie habitat. 

The goal of the Conservancy’s new
Missouri River Program – which is
managed by staff in Nebraska and
also involves Iowa, Missouri, South
Dakota and Kansas – is to work with
public and private partners to devel-
op and manage the river’s water 

resources to meet human needs, to
protect priority species and to restore
natural habitat. 
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