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Conclusion
   Fifteen of the 41 sites Jay Watch monitored this year are 
along the Lake Wales Ridge. These sites were also part of the 
1992-93 range-wide survey of scrub-jays and were surveyed 
more recently with Jay Watch. Thirteen of those are considered 
vulnerable populations with fewer than 10 groups each, and 
two have 11 groups. Sixty percent of those populations have 
declined in numbers of scrub-jay groups since 1992-93, though 
since 2002-04 more sites have stable populations. The largest 
proportions of sites had lower average group sizes and juveniles 
per group, but the mean group size was just above three, similar 
to the average of three found in stable populations by Archbold 
Biological Station research. Productivity declined from the high 
in 2006 to less than one. 
   While group sizes were just above stable populations’ average, 
productivity was low, and numbers of groups at these continu-
ally monitored sites were small with much unoccupied scrub-
jay habitat suggesting these sites’ populations are below carry-
ing capacity. Most trend analyses are limited to 15 sites along 
the Lake Wales Ridge. However, two-thirds of populations at 
the 26 sites on the Ridge and beyond that were surveyed during 
1992-93 and this year declined. The biennial vegetation moni-
toring in 2004 suggested that many sites have areas that are too 
tall and dense, or have more pines than are ideal for scrub-jay 
habitat. This year’s vegetation monitoring results are still being 
compiled so that results could not be included in this report, 
but much of the overgrown habitat from 2004 remains, sug-
gesting that results will be similar. Habitat condition at sites 
with declining groups of scrub-jays needs to be assessed to 
determine if it requires management to be suitable for scrub-
jays. Trends at individual sites can be found in the central table 
of this report, and a more in-depth look at each is separately 
written to provide more information to each manager.
   Findings of Jay Watch citizen scientists are not significantly 
different from those reported by Archbold Biological Station 
biologists at test sites, and the undercounting of juveniles in 
previous years has improved with targeted training in recent 
years. The accuracy of color band reading data still needs im-
provement, and that will be emphasized in the next year with 
more tools to practice outside of the scrub-jay survey season.
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   The Jay Watch Program is supported with donations 
from private organizations and the in-kind support 
of our partners and volunteers. Funding and in-kind 
support for 2007 has been provided by:

Archbold Biological Station*
Department of Environmental Protection*
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund
Florida Division of Forestry*
Florida Fish and Wildlife  
   Conservation Commission
Josephine Kixmiller
National Park Services*
Osceola County*
Polk County Environmental Lands Program*
Sarasota County*
South Florida Water Management District*
Southwest Florida Water Management District*
St. Johns River Water Management District*
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Volusia County*

  *in-kind services

The Nature Conservancy
P.O. Box 630	
Babson Park, FL 33827-0630 nature.org/florida   (863) 635-7506

Jay Watch Supporters
   Jay Watch provides valuable information to land manag-
ers, conservation organizations and agencies. Managers use 
Jay Watch information to track changes in scrub-jay popu-
lations and productivity on their properties and to monitor 
which areas scrub-jays are using and not using. Jay Watch 
helps agencies design prescribed fire plans and measure 
the success of habitat restoration activities like prescribed 
burning. For example, Jay Watch data enables land manag-
ers to design burn units around scrub-jay areas and indi-
cates which areas need to be burned.
   Jay Watch helps researchers too. By recording banded 
scrub-jays that can be individually identified, Jay Watch 
citizen scientists help researchers track dispersal of  
scrub-jays. This information helps researchers better  
understand trends and spatial distribution of scrub-jays  
on a landscape scale.
   Finally, Jay Watch raises public awareness and participa-
tion that results in increased support for the conservation 
of scrub-jays, their habitat and the land management activi-
ties required to keep their habitat healthy. Volunteers are 
also ambassadors for wildlife and conservation to friends, 
family and others in the community.

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to preserve the plants, animals and natural communities 
that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive.




