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Project Summary: 
Through a series of planning workshops and public meetings, and with the 

cooperation of municipal representatives, stakeholder groups, environmental 
experts and interested individuals, a conservation action plan has been drafted that 
presents strategies to mitigate threats to the health of the Saugatuck River system. 
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“When we save a river, we save a  
major part of an ecosystem, and we  

save ourselves as well because of our  
dependence - physical, economic,  

spiritual - on the water and its  
community of life.” 

 
Tim Palmer, 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers of America 
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Special thanks to all who have helped to develop the Partnership.  Thanks for your input, 

ideas, critiques, time, enthusiasm and encouragement.  We’ve just begun this partnership and I 
look forward to continued collaboration and hard work in our pursuit to keep this watershed 
healthy.   
 
To the attendees of the planning workshops, to those who came to public meetings, to members 
of local stakeholder groups, volunteers, citizens and my colleagues at The Nature Conservancy 
who have helped with this effort, I thank you.   
 
Participants in the Saugatuck River Watershed Planning Workshops – 2005 
Andrew Morosky Town Engineer Bethel 
Beth Cavagna Inland Wetlands Bethel 
Jack Kozuchowski Coordinator of Environmental and  
 Occupational Health Services Danbury 
Scott LeRoy, MPH, MS Sr. Inspector, Health Department Danbury 
Philip Doremus Zoning Enforcement Officer Easton 
Tom Steinke Conservation Director Fairfield 
Alexis Cherichetti Sr. Environmental Officer  Norwalk 
John Hayes  Planning Consultant for Easton and Redding Redding Ridge 
Dave Pattee Chairman Conservation Commission Redding 
Scott Sharlow Newtown GIS specialist, Ridgefield resident Ridgefield 
Tom Failla Former Chair, Conservation Commission Weston 
Fred Anderson Conservation Planner Weston 
Judy Nelson Former Director Westport/Weston Health District Westport 
Alicia Mozian Conservation Director Westport 
Patricia Sesto Director Environmental Affairs Wilton 
Dick Bell Pootatuck Watershed TU Association Newtown 
Michael Beauchene CT DEP Bureau of Water Management Hartford 
Joe DeRisi Southwest Conservation District Wallingford 
Roman Mrozinski Southwest Conservation District Wallingford 
Carol Donzella Community Planner USDA - NRCS Woodbridge 
Steve Gephard CT DEP Diadromous Fish Program Old Lyme 
Dick Harris Earthplace - Harbor Watch River Watch Westport 
Joe Hovious Conservation Chair Candlewood TU Sandy Hook 
Bill Hyatt CT DEP, Director, Inland Fisheries Program Hartford 
Jessica Kaplan Coordinator, Norwalk River Watershed Initiative  Wilton 
Michael Klemens Director,�Metropolitan Conservation Assoc. (MCA) Rye 
Chris Malik  CT DEP Watershed Management Hartford 
Guy Hoffman CT DEP Water Resources Hartford 
Brian Roach Aquarion Water Company Easton 
Brian Thompson Aquarion Water Company Easton 
Dave Bjerklie U.S. Geological Survey East Hartford 
Mark Carabetta Director of Science TNC Connecticut Chapter Middletown 
Gavin Anderson Westport Resident, member Westport Bd. of Finance Westport  
Julian Sproule President, Saugatuck Valley Audubon Wilton  
Jennifer Pagach CT Department of Public Health Hartford 
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Paula Pendleton CT Department of Public Health Hartford  
Bill Blaufuss President, Nutmeg Chapter Trout Unlimited Westport 
Gian Andrea Morresi Member, Nutmeg Chapter Trout Unlimited Fairfield 
Greg Overton Northwest Highlands Director, TNC Winsted 
Steve Patton Director of Conservation Programs, Director  Weston 
 Saugatuck Forest Lands Project 
  
 
 
VOLUNTEERS 2005 
 
Stream Walk  

 
Greg Donahue     Bridgeport 
Claire Williams    Danbury 
Heidi Erspamer    Easton 
Mark Conese and Cindy Fox   Easton 
Pamela Custode    Ridgefield 
Julie Henderson    Ridgefield 
Cheryl Groesbeck    Shelton 
Katharine Molnar     Stratford 
Roger King     Weston 
Donald and Bonnie Scarborough  Weston 
Carol Shufro     Weston,  
Dave Brown, Betsy Royal and Family  Westport 
Helen Garten     Westport 
Janet Horowitz    Westport 
Alicia Mozian     Westport 
Sean Timmins     Westport 
Jean-Ellen Trapani    Westport 
Lula Matthei     Wilton 
Joe DeRisi     Woodbridge 
 
 
Macroinvertebrate Sampling 

 
Ellen Hardy, Peter Morse and Family Ansonia 
Greg Donahue     Bridgeport 
Jean Puchalski     Easton 
Joan Franklin     Fairfield 
Mary Hogue     Fairfield 
Jeanne Konecny    Fairfield 
Don Houston     Shelton 
James Olsen     Stratford 
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The Saugatuck River Watershed Partnership  
 
During the past year, over eighty individuals, representing twenty-five organizations and all 
eleven towns within the Saugatuck River Watershed have assisted in developing a conservation 
action plan for the preservation, enhancement and protection of its health.  In 2005, The Nature 
Conservancy, (TNC), held a series of three planning workshops to identify concerns about 
watershed health, select conservation targets and develop an action plan.  Additional 
presentations at public meetings, to clubs, a local conservation commission and to other 
interested groups introduced the work of the Partnership to the public. 
 
Fairfield County, just one hour east of New York City, is Connecticut’s second fastest growing 
county.  Development pressure in the watershed is intense.  As the landscape absorbs more and 
more people and structures, development, water demand, and land and water use practices 
threaten surface and groundwater quality and the diverse habitats supported by a healthy 
watershed.  The Nature Conservancy is leading the effort to establish the Saugatuck River 
Watershed Partnership with representatives from the eleven towns within the watershed, 
stakeholder groups, conservation organizations, town commissions, local businesses and 
interested individuals working together to develop and implement strategies to protect the health 
of this watershed.  
 
The Saugatuck River Watershed Partnership will develop and implement projects and practices 
to protect and enhance the health of this valuable natural resource.  
  

 
 
What is a watershed?  
A watershed is as an area of land within which apparent surface water runoff drains to a nearby 
stream or waterbody such as a pond or lake.  The highest elevations surrounding a stream form 
the boundary between watersheds and are called divides.  Rain falling outside a river’s divide 
will drain into another watershed. All land on Earth is part of some watershed. 
 
Smaller watersheds are found within larger watersheds, such as the thousands of smaller rivers 
surcharging to the Mississippi River Watershed.  In this case, since they all contribute flow to the 
Mississippi River, they are all part of the Mississippi River Watershed System.  Some 
watersheds are also quite small.  Bogus Mountain Brook Watershed, Ballwall Brook Watershed, 
the Aspetuck River Watershed are all part of the larger Saugatuck River Watershed. 
 
 

Mission Statement  
The goal of the Partnership is to protect and enhance the health of the watershed.  The 
Partnership will work collaboratively to link, maintain and restore habitats which support 
healthy populations representing the natural biological diversity of the watershed system.   
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The Saugatuck River Watershed  
The Saugatuck River Watershed covers 89 square miles of land within the eleven towns of 
Bethel, Danbury, Easton, Fairfield, Newtown, Norwalk, Redding, Ridgefield, Weston, Westport 
and Wilton.  Two main tributaries, the West Branch of the Saugatuck and the Aspetuck combine 
with smaller streams to form a rich network of 242 miles of perennial waterways which all 
discharge into the Saugatuck River and finally, into Long Island Sound.   
 
Within the 57,264 acre watershed, conservation activities, particularly in the upper watershed, 
have protected over 17,000 acres (nearly one third of the watershed) from development.  
(Appendix A - Land in Conservation Ownership) These protected lands contain habitats critical to the 
health of diverse species, habitats such as forests, streams, wetlands, hilltops and fields including 
those found in Devil’s Den Preserve, Trout Brook Valley, Putnam Park, Huntington State Park, 
numerous town and land trust properties and within the 7,000 acre Centennial Watershed State 
Forest, (formerly water company lands).  In fact, the largest continuous forest tract in 
southwestern Connecticut, over 15,000 acres, surrounds the Saugatuck Reservoir.  
 
This watershed, despite being surrounded by the cities of Danbury, Norwalk and Bridgeport, and 
crisscrossed by Interstate 95, the Merritt Parkway and Metro North (including the Danbury spur) 
rail lines, is still a Fairfield County gem.  The Saugatuck River retains a biological and 

Aspetuck River Watershed 

 
Saugatuck West Branch Watershed 

The Saugatuck River Watershed 

Little River Watershed 

Saugatuck River Watershed 




