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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a b what we give.” Winston Churchill

EVENTS CALENDAR:

SUMMER HOURS:
MAY 14-SEPT. 16
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

June 7, Saturday, 6:30 — 9 AM 7-11 AM

Birds and Breakfast

Join expert birder Kathe Anderson for an early nmagibird walk at the preserve. Walk will be

followed by a delicious continental breakfast. :F&H), $5 for volunteers.

Birding:

July 19, Saturday, 6:30 — 9 AM

Birds and Breakfast

Join expert birder Kathe Anderson for an early
morning bird walk at the preserve. Walk will
be followed by a delicious continental
breakfast. Fee: $10, $5 for volunteers.

Kids Programs:

June 16-20, 8:00 — 11:30 AM

Kids Camp (Ages 7-12)

Explore the natural history of plants and
animals and the importance of the
Hassayampa River in our desert environment
through this week-long, interactive class.
Cost: $40

Say’s phoebeo Anne watzek

If you have a suggestion for a class or event foremt season, please contact
Bernadine.



BIRD BANDING
Banding Dates

June 14, Saturday, 6 AM

June 21, Saturday, 6 AM

July 12, Saturday, 6 AM

July 26, Saturday, 6 AM
August 2, Saturday, 6 AM
August 9, Saturday, 6 AM
September 6, Saturday, 6 AM
September 20, Saturday, 6 AM

Banding Recap
By Anne Leight-Watzek

Hammond’s Flycatchere anne watzek

2007 B|rdband|ng “Fun Facts”
Species with highest number banded : Lucy’s warbler (43), Abert's towhee (39).
New species banded :Violet-green swallow; Sharp-shinned hawk; White-breasted
nuthatch; Gilded flicker; Eastern phoebe; Rose-breasted grosbeak; Plumbeous vireo;
Kentucky warbler; Hooded warbler.
Number of species banded in 2007 : 66
Number of birds banded in 2007 : (does not include recaptures) 559
MIA species (ones we normally band — not banded at all in 2007): Brown-headed
cowbird (we did have recaptures); Hooded oriole (we did have recapture); Green-tailed
towhee; Hutton’s vireo
Unusual visitors  (not banded): Broad-billed hummingbird.
Youngest banding participant : Noah Smith (7 weeks old)
Participants with over 8 banding sessions: Ruby and Dave Kauffmann, Chrissy and
Sydney Smith, Heather English (thank you so much!).
Oldest recaptures in 2007 :
Male Yellow-breasted chat — banded 7/13/02, recaptured 6/9/07 (At least 9 yrs old).
Male Common yellowthroat — banded 7/24/04, recaptured 5/19/07 (At least 7 years
old).
Male Yellow-breasted chat — banded 5/29/04, recaptured 9/15/07 (At least 6 years old).
2007 was a year with the least amount of Avian Pox  seen on our birds - 3 cases

THE BIG PICTURE
By Marty Lawrence, Operations Manager

Our nicer-than-usual wildflower season is windirywth and the triple digits are
upon us. Getting a belated start are several nfitiwering plants inserted in our front
entry gate planters. They were planted in a bé afsh after our last rain, and initially
weren't given good odds for transplant survivain happy to announce that not only did
the majority survive, but we’ve already had floweyion a few desert marigolds, brittle
bush has come back and may flower yet, and despiteaves, the ocotillo even had a
few pennant flowers waving in the breeze! Thawkthe Carrs (John and Sally) for
transplanting the barrel cacti from their propednyd the Poores (Dianne for



transplanting the balance of flora and Garry fagstg out of her way!). | expect it’ll be
improving every year now.

We've had an extended spring this year, with cootnimgs (40’s) continuing
into early May. Many of you lucky folks will be #kng in up north for more pleasant
summer temperatures, while the rest of us are eadinvhy they call this a desert.
Despite the tardy 100 degree days, we’'ve had ngtorei to speak of since the latter part
of February. To sidestep the assured summer heshift¢o our reduced summer visitor
schedule of Friday and weekend mornings only, amdvmrk crew gets a bit earlier start
on Saturday mornings.

With the extra winter moisture we grew a bumpepasbannual grasses and
forbs throughout the preserve, and as they dryiausefire hazard is created. Our
ongoing efforts at fuels reduction around the bogd create ‘defensible space’ in
conjunction with the creation of fire breaks whidilize and expand on our existing trail
system. Our job over the next several weeks willdmow, cut, haul and chip as much
of these fuels as we can manage, giving fire fightirews an extra time buffer for
response should the unthinkable occur. Part eféfiort is pictured here, where we
removed the very combustible
‘skirts’ from those palm trees closest
to the visitor center. This alone
involved three days of efforts to trim
and haul away the piles of fronds.

Much of it still remains to chip in the
near future. Once reduced by the
chipper, the remnants of these and
other fuel woods are spread over
different likely areas as mulch to
reduce the future growth of these
annuals, hopefully creating a better
barrier to fast-moving fires.

The last few months have
been busy with visitors and vacations, but we’Mrime picking up on several projects
that have been slowed down lately, and have e htibre ‘elbow room’ to do them
during the reduced visitor hours. Enjoy the longser days wherever you're spending
them!

HAPPENINGS
By Bernadine McCollum, Program Coordinator

We've had another great season, thanks to yowaunteers! Overall
attendance is up slightly while docent led tourgehiacreased 47%! We need to recruit
more docents to sustain this.

The year got off to a good start with the ever gapBhotography classes led by
Dale and Debbie Keiser and Paul Dolter. They diave to put out any brush fires this
year!



Sixty people attended a long-
awaited Geology of the Vulture Range
class led by Jen Glass. Jen kept us
captivated with an explanation of the
volcanic upheavals that created the
multi-colored layers of twisted rock
formations.

Don Wells and Jean Groen
treated “Plants of the Sonoran Deserts”

Jen Glas

attendees to a delicious buffet of mugwo
salad, nopalito cactus soup, prickly pear
and wild hyacinth salsa, ocotillo tea and
mesquite cookies. We’'ll have them bac
in the fall to teach us how to whip up the
treats.

Ed Northam’s Weeds & Invasives
class was equally insightful but not as
filling.

Kathe Anderson’s Birding 103,

5€

Don Wells anc Jean Groe

Anne Leight-Watzek’s Birdbanding Basics and Daveffaan’s Birding for Kids drew
some newcomers to the world of birding and ByroarEs Nature Journaling class
taught the fine art of capturing birds and othghg8ngs on paper. Dennis Jex’s Close
Encounters of the Reptilian Kind proved fascinafimgall ages, as usual.

Ruth Durhar

To pirate ideas for next season
and to get the word out on what a special
place the preserve is, we took our show
on the road this spring to Tres Rios, the
Arizona Game and Fish Outdoor Expo
Education Day, and Grand Desert Days
Festival. The “feelie box” and
“Identifying Everybirdy” drew crowds at
all events. A special thanks goes to Ruth
Durham for braving the cold in our
“wind tunnel” booth at Tres Rios.

We’'ll be working through the
summer on next season’s classes.

If you have a suggestion for a
class please contact Bernadine.

Jean Arrowsmith, volunteer extraordinaire, wrapppanother season, pushing
her total volunteer hours since 2002 to the 2508 hwark. The “Jean Can Do It” Rosie
the Riveter T-shirt she received at her going apiagic is a testament to her knowledge



and willingness to help where ever needed. Aseaiaptreat, local musician Suzi
Killman serenaded attendees.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Rita Smith was born in Kodiak,
Alaska and raised in the San Francisco areg.
She graduated in the “last century” from Sar
Francisco State University before joining
United Airlines as a flight attendant. After
taking an early retirement, she moved to
Aguila with
a friend and Jean Arrowsmitt
two cats. A
stray dog has since adopted her.

Rita has a passion for the natural world and has
volunteered at the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalit
CA and Wings of Grace therapeutic horse riding
facility in Wickenburg. At the preserve she haatsl
works with the Saturday crew.

Kevin Coffman hails from California though
he has lived in or at least traveled through jbstua all
of the states except
Hawaii and a few in

the far Northeast.

“Before | came to Wickenburg, | had not known
this type of desert very well; | was slightly préjced -
- thinking that the Sonoran Desert was a harshgjlgea
place (without sufficient preparation and care that
certainly can be true). | moved here with my beoth
his family and my mom about a year ago and have
explored many wonderful canyons and wildlands,
enjoyed beautiful flowers, plants, birds and other
wildlife and now have a much more pleasant
perspective.

| found the Hassayampa River Preserve because anglignother, who died in
1994, and my mom had mentioned The Nature Conseywaimmerous times. | did not
realize it growing up, but my grandmother instiliedme a love of nature.”

Kevin found the preserve on the internet and nolunteers as a host with an eye
to also helping on the Saturday crew.




Life at the Hassayampa River Preserve
By KM Joffee

In my youth in southwestern Arkansas’
Ouachita Mountains | thought the forest range
had the best of life dwelling in the pine forested
mountains along the Ouachita River. Then an
opportunity came my way to be a “live in
volunteer” at the Hassayampa River Preserve|

In May of 1992 | arrived to live in a
small apartment (now Bernadine’s office) in the
Visitor Center. There were many things to do
greet visitors, manage the gift shop, and clean.

There was so much to learn about the
riparian habitat but | had good teachers:
preserve manager Val Little, Glenn Pasefield,
Kerry Baffa and volunteers Dean Chicadonz, KM Joffee
Hilde and George Gross and Jody Anderson.

That and the subsequent two years that | livebeapteserve were a very
rewarding time in my life. | remember the babyisels hugging each other as they
watched a coyote carry off their mother, a hergheélina cleaning up mulberries,
watching the sunset turn the palm trees to gold,the potluck meals with volunteers.

One of the most memorable events was the nighsMgdested that we go to
Palm Lake and catch some of the invasive bullfrog#.into the moonlight we went.

We got into the boat and set out around the l&kccess! But, we had neglected
to bring a container to hold our catch. | heldfirg two we caught by their hind legs.
How could I hold more frogs and the flashlight? &ieghed hysterically. Being
intelligent, resourceful people, we convinced thesprve assistant Sandra to take off her
long sleeve shirt and tie the bottom and sleevesake a bag. We caught five more of
the rogue frogs and dropped them through the npeking.

I'll always remember that “Frogging in a maidenfobma” as a special evening.

The next year | moved into my home in Sun City Wedy main function at the
preserve shifted to being a docent leading grompsterpretive walks. Being a retired
school teacher | particularly enjoyed school groampg educating children about the
riparian habitat and its importance to their enmin@nt. Some of them had never been
out of the city.

Fourteen years of participation at the preservielked my life immeasurably.
Even though I'm now permanently relocating to Catlw, I'll always be a Friend of the
Hassayampa.

q
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Tribute to Kathryn F. Anderson (1915 — 2008)
By Kathe Anderson, Preserve birding instructor guaidle

Can you believe that my first recollection of
watching birds inspires thoughts of unbelievable
boredom? | was five years old. Mom took me out thie
woods behind our house and sat me on a large faélen
She told me to sit still, watch and listen. Nothin
happened—probably because sitting still was amalie
concept at the time.

Perhaps Mom realized that was not the best
approach; there were more subtle ways to inspiezast.
The bird feeder attached to the bathroom window was
endlessly intriguing. Unfortunately, only one pmrsat a
time could enjoy the bird antics there. So theeeenother

Kathe Anderso feeders outside the windows in the living room and
kitchen.

Our yard attracted all the usual visitors to theé&e Island suburbs—nblue jays,
white-breasted nuthatches, black-capped chickatigfesq titmice, red-breasted and
downy woodpeckers—and squirrels. But odd thingsv&d up, as they often do in
birding, if you are lucky enough to be in the rigiece at the right time. I've never
forgotten the bobbing, plodding walk of the only Ancan woodcock | have ever seen,
more than forty years ago, as it made its way atbegedge of the woods in full view of
our windows.

Maybe it's habit, maybe it's genetic—Mom’s brothveas the second president of
the Minnesota Audubon Society and contributor wfttst Minnesota field guide.
However | came by my current passion, Mom wassatenter. She passed away in
January, at the age of 92, having recently vigibedn Arizona. And, yes, we went
birding, although it was a less energetic purdwahtusual: | have finally learned to sit
still.

The Search for Allah
By Sherry Slocombe

We had heard stories of the
railroad stopping at the Garden of
Allah in the old days and can see
“Allah” at the intersection of the
preserve’s driveway and Hwy 60 on
Google Maps, but we really didn’t
know if an old railroad depot existed -
until now.

Marty Lawrence, Bernadine
McCollum, and Judy Rubin recently




trekked through the dense brush on the other Sitteecailroad tracks just west of the
preserve and found what appeared to be the rerohthe Allah Depot. There’s a rock
foundation sans walls and roof and a nearby wateer long since bowled over by a
fallen tree limb. South along the railroad tréck small metal “Allah” railroad marker.
An engineer on the Flagstaff to Phoenix run condidnthat these are the remains of the
Allah station. Also, reference to the depot carfidaend in “Arizona Place Names” by
Will C. Barnes.

After the Phoenix to Prescott railroad was builtha late 1800'’s, trains made
unscheduled stops at the Brill Ranch (now the
preserve). Inthe early 1900’s guests arrived
by train at the Sanger’s Garden of Allah Guest
Ranch. Eventually, the Prescott, Phoenix and
Santa Fe built a depot and Allah became a
regular stop.

The preserve’s volunteer Historical
Committee (Jean Arrowsmith, Ruth Durham,
and Sherry Slocombe) uncovered this
information as part of the research and
documentation required to nominate the
preserve for the National Register of Historic
Places. (The preserve is currently on the AriZRagister.) Progress on the nomination
will be covered in future issues of the Hassayairipees.

FROM THE FILES

In August 1951, 6.18" of rain fell in 72 hours!!!

DID YOU KNOW... (excerpt from August 2007 Prevention magazine ne-li
newsletter article, “Helping Hands,” by Camile N@agan)

“Volunteering doesn’t just improve your mood, isalboosts brain power and
strengthens your body. Research suggests th&bthamillion Americans who
volunteer- 42 percent of whom are over age 55¢gateng similar feel-good benefits.
‘Volunteering keeps people mentally active; it ke#peir weight in check, their heart
healthy, and their memory sharp,” says Sharon Breamyg M.D., chief of geriatrics at the
SUNY Upstate Medical University at Syracuse, N¥Essentially, it's a drug-free way to
keep you feeling young...” Brangman believes thatritih work may help keep other ills
at bay too. Several studies, including a 2005 ntefpom Stanford University, have found
that people who volunteer live longer than those wbn’t.”



Stay healthy, join the fun and
help protect one of the Last Great Places on Earth!

Meet interesting new friends.
Attend fun events for volunteers.
Get free admission to the preserve and The Natarsé&vancy’'s Ramsey Canyon and
Patagonia-Sonoita preserves.
Get free or reduced admission to events schedtldn @reserve.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

VISITOR CENTER HOST

Welcome visitors to the preserve and introduce tteeithe Nature Conservancy and the
natural and human history of the preserve. Desiomdmitment of 1-2 shifts per month
during winter months: Wed. — Sun., 8 a.m.— 12:30280 — 5 p.m., September 17 —
May 13. Summer hosting hours: Fri. — Sun., 7 =bi. ,aVMay 14 — September 16.

PRESERVE STEWARD

Maintain, reroute and stabilize trails, clear brugpair fencing, eradicate invasive
plants, and spruce up the desert garden. Deswadhdment of 1 — 2 shifts per month
Sat. 8 a.m. — noon, September 17 - May 13; 7 —=rhl dMay 14 — September 16.

TRAIL DOCENT
Lead adult and student groups on interpretive eattalks within the preserve to provide
a high quality visitor experience. Tours are sithed Wed. — Sat. as requested.

ADMINISTRATIVE
Assist with general office tasks, help with the iqeidy newsletter and event publicity.
Assist with planning and organizing classes andigpevents.

BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Assist with general repair and maintenance of tls#t& Center and other buildings
within the preserve complex.




