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The Nature
Conservancy

SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH




Upper San Pedro Partnership
With the added urgency of the first recorded no-
flow reading at Charleston gauge in 2005, the Upper
San Pedro Partnership (USPP) has ramped up its
efforts toward long-term achievement of sustainable
water management Cochise County adopted a water
conservation and management policy plan in 2006
that precludes any increases in residential density
within a 2-mile corridor of the San Pedro River.

The plan relies on a new groundwater modeling tool
developed by science staff from the Conservancy and

the U.S. Geological Survey.

The USPP also restructured to improve its ability

to accomplish water conservation projects. The
Partnership completed an initial review of water
augmentation options and a water-needs study for
the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area,
which the Bureau of Land Management is using to
revise its federal water rights claims. The Nature
Conservancy is represented on both the partnership’s
executive and technical committees.

The Conservancy sponsored field trips and provided
testimony before the State Parks Board to help

win the vote to expand the State Parks Verde River
Greenway project area an additional 30 miles
downstream from Cottonwood. The Conservancy also
supported efforts for Congress to designate Fossil
Creek as Arizona’s second Wild and Scenic River, and
partnered with Salt River Project to produce a Verde
River video that showcased the river’s magic and the
complex issues affecting its future.

The Conservancy is joining with partners to bring
science-based water resource management to

the Verde River. The nascent Verde River Basin
Partnership will collaborate on policies and projects
aimed at ensuring sustainability of the “gift of green in
a drought-ridden desert” The partnership will focus
on rivers, creeks and aquifers in the 6,600-square-
mile Verde watershed.





