
  

 

conservation milestones 
celebrating 20 years in Alaska! 

“The Alaska state officeAlaska state officeAlaska state officeAlaska state office opens in May 1988” 
 

2007200720072007    

¨  I n October, by a greater than 2-to-1 margin, MatanuskaMatanuskaMatanuskaMatanuska----Susitna Borough voters rejected Susitna Borough voters rejected Susitna Borough voters rejected Susitna Borough voters rejected 
Proposition 1Proposition 1Proposition 1Proposition 1, a measure that would have required local government to compensate property 
owners for any perceived loss in land value due to new land use regulations. I f the government did 
not pay, it could waive the regulation and allow the owner to use the property in any way 
permitted at the time the property was purchased. The ConserThe ConserThe ConserThe Conservancy was part of an vancy was part of an vancy was part of an vancy was part of an 
unprecedented coalitionunprecedented coalitionunprecedented coalitionunprecedented coalition of unlikely partners—farmers, realtors, homebuilders, chambers of 
commerce, Native corporations, teachers and conservation organizations—that collaborated to 
defeat this ballot measure. 

¨  I n September, the Conservancy joined partners to dedicate a bridge over Wasilla Creekdedicate a bridge over Wasilla Creekdedicate a bridge over Wasilla Creekdedicate a bridge over Wasilla Creek in 
Alaska’s Matanuska-Susitna Basin. The bridge replaced a culvert, improving fish passage for this 
salmon rearing stream. 

¨  I n July, the Conservancy completed an interactive, CDCDCDCD----based atlas that mbased atlas that mbased atlas that mbased atlas that maps aps aps aps four priority four priority four priority four priority 
bodies of water in the Matanuskabodies of water in the Matanuskabodies of water in the Matanuskabodies of water in the Matanuska----Susitna BasinSusitna BasinSusitna BasinSusitna Basin. The CD includes maps of Little Susitna 
River, whose Colter Creek tributary is a priority restoration project for the Conservancy. The CD 
will assist agencies, land owners, and residents in prioritizing restoration and conservation action. 

¨  I n March, Randy H agensteinRandy H agensteinRandy H agensteinRandy H agenstein is announced as the chapter’s new State Director. Randy, formally 
the Director of Conservation for the Alaska chapter, takes over the top job from David Banks, 
who accepted the director position for the Conservancy’s new Africa program.  

¨  The Conservancy developed and produced the AlaskaAlaskaAlaskaAlaska----YukonYukonYukonYukon Arctic Ecoregional Assessment Arctic Ecoregional Assessment Arctic Ecoregional Assessment Arctic Ecoregional Assessment 
and conservation blueprint document- a decision support tool emphasizing a science-based 
approach toward conservation. 

¨  I n early 2007, the Conservancy produces a user-friendly version of “A Conservation Blueprint A Conservation Blueprint A Conservation Blueprint A Conservation Blueprint 
for Alaskafor Alaskafor Alaskafor Alaska” – a tool for prioritizing conservation action in Alaska. The completed document 
includes a brochure and accompanying CD. 
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2006200620062006    

¨  I n December, The Conservancy and the Nushagak-Mulchatna Wood-Tikchik Land Trust 
purchased 80 acres at the confluence of Keefer Creek and the Mulchatna River in 80 acres at the confluence of Keefer Creek and the Mulchatna River in 80 acres at the confluence of Keefer Creek and the Mulchatna River in 80 acres at the confluence of Keefer Creek and the Mulchatna River in 
Southwest AlaskaSouthwest AlaskaSouthwest AlaskaSouthwest Alaska. This purchase protects an important river crossing for the Mulchatna 
Caribou H erd as well as spawning habitat for salmon.  

¨  The Conservancy expands its Killey River Brown Bear Preserve with an additional 10 acres expands its Killey River Brown Bear Preserve with an additional 10 acres expands its Killey River Brown Bear Preserve with an additional 10 acres expands its Killey River Brown Bear Preserve with an additional 10 acres 
of key resting and feeding habitat for Kenai Peninsula brown bears, a population of special 
concern.  

¨  The Conservancy enjoys a successful partnership with the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge and I sland Conservation to restore seabird nesting habitat on the Aleutian I slandsrestore seabird nesting habitat on the Aleutian I slandsrestore seabird nesting habitat on the Aleutian I slandsrestore seabird nesting habitat on the Aleutian I slands 
with a successful first trial project on several small islets in the Bay of I slands, on Adak I sland in 
the Aleutians. 

¨  I n the spring, The Conservancy and partners launch the M atanuska Susitna Basin Salmon M atanuska Susitna Basin Salmon M atanuska Susitna Basin Salmon M atanuska Susitna Basin Salmon 
Conservation Partnership.Conservation Partnership.Conservation Partnership.Conservation Partnership.  The partnership quickly gains national attention and is chosen 
as one of only five pilot projects selected for the National Fish H abitat I nitiative. 

¨  The Conservancy completes its Conservation Blueprint for the entire of state of AlaskaConservation Blueprint for the entire of state of AlaskaConservation Blueprint for the entire of state of AlaskaConservation Blueprint for the entire of state of Alaska 
and in-depth analyses of six priority ecoregions: the Alaska Peninsula, Alaska-Yukon Arctic, 
Bering Sea, Bristol Bay, Coastal Forests and Mountains and Cook I nlet ecoregions. 

2005200520052005     

¨  December 31, 2004 marks the successful completion of the Nature Conservancy in Alaska’s Great 
Places in the Great Land campaign, raising $10 million for of twelve “great places,” expanding our 
community-based conservation programs, and developing a conservation blueprint for Alaska.   

¨  The Conservancy acquires over 4,000 acres of varied coastal forest, meadow and beach 4,000 acres of varied coastal forest, meadow and beach 4,000 acres of varied coastal forest, meadow and beach 4,000 acres of varied coastal forest, meadow and beach 
habitats in the Gustavus Forelands.habitats in the Gustavus Forelands.habitats in the Gustavus Forelands.habitats in the Gustavus Forelands. The project protects vital resting and refueling habitat for 
tens of thousands of sandhill cranes and migratory birds. The properties will be managed through 
a partnership between the Conservancy, the community of Gustavus, and the state of Alaska.  

¨  I n January, the Conservancy expands by nearly 150 acres its Stone Steps Lake Preserveexpands by nearly 150 acres its Stone Steps Lake Preserveexpands by nearly 150 acres its Stone Steps Lake Preserveexpands by nearly 150 acres its Stone Steps Lake Preserve on the 
north shore of the bay. H ere, residential development is encroaching on important Aleutian tern 
nesting habitat and moose wintering habitat. The preserve helps to support 40 nesting pairs of 
the terns, the largest nesting colony in the region. 

¨  The Conservancy and the Tongass N ational Forest sign a formal agreement in the summer 
of 2005 to work together to achieve a balance of working forests, habitat reserves, and work together to achieve a balance of working forests, habitat reserves, and work together to achieve a balance of working forests, habitat reserves, and work together to achieve a balance of working forests, habitat reserves, and 
sustainable communities in southeast Alaska.sustainable communities in southeast Alaska.sustainable communities in southeast Alaska.sustainable communities in southeast Alaska. 
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¨  I n mid-April, the southeast Alaska community of Petersburg completes a five-year effort to 
protect 3,000 acres of lowprotect 3,000 acres of lowprotect 3,000 acres of lowprotect 3,000 acres of low----elevation Sitka spruce forest and salt marshelevation Sitka spruce forest and salt marshelevation Sitka spruce forest and salt marshelevation Sitka spruce forest and salt marsh. The Alaska 
Chapter plays a key role in this effort by negotiating an option to purchase the property—
which is eventually purchased directly by the Forest Service—and helping to secure Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) dollars for the purchase.    

¨  I n March of 2004, the Conservancy’s acquisition of a 110 the Conservancy’s acquisition of a 110 the Conservancy’s acquisition of a 110 the Conservancy’s acquisition of a 110----acre parcel on Lake Chikuminuk acre parcel on Lake Chikuminuk acre parcel on Lake Chikuminuk acre parcel on Lake Chikuminuk 
in Wood T ikchik State Parkin Wood T ikchik State Parkin Wood T ikchik State Parkin Wood T ikchik State Park    secures the integrity of the 415,000-acre northwest section of the 
park.    

¨  The Alaska Peninsula and Bristol Bay Basin Ecoregional Assessment The Alaska Peninsula and Bristol Bay Basin Ecoregional Assessment The Alaska Peninsula and Bristol Bay Basin Ecoregional Assessment The Alaska Peninsula and Bristol Bay Basin Ecoregional Assessment is completed in the spring of 2004.    

2003200320032003    

¨  I n the fall of 2003, the Conservancy releases the first portion of its conservation blueprint for 
Alaska: the Cook Inlet Ecoregional Assessment and Conservation Blueprint.Cook Inlet Ecoregional Assessment and Conservation Blueprint.Cook Inlet Ecoregional Assessment and Conservation Blueprint.Cook Inlet Ecoregional Assessment and Conservation Blueprint. 

 
¨  The Conservancy completes Alaska’s Forest Legacy Assessment under contract with the state of 

Alaska, making the state eligible for millions of dollars in federal Forest Legacy funding in the 
coming years.  I n the spring of 2003, the state of Alaska is allocated start-up funding from the 
Forest Legacy program. 

 
2002200220022002    

¨  The Conservancy and World Wildlife Fund, together with local governments, community 
members and tribal leaders, complete a conservation plan for the Pribilof I slands and a conservation plan for the Pribilof I slands and a conservation plan for the Pribilof I slands and a conservation plan for the Pribilof I slands and 
surrounding marine areassurrounding marine areassurrounding marine areassurrounding marine areas.  

 
¨  The Conservancy expands its Stone Steps Lake/Fritz Creekexpands its Stone Steps Lake/Fritz Creekexpands its Stone Steps Lake/Fritz Creekexpands its Stone Steps Lake/Fritz Creek preserve with the purchase of the purchase of the purchase of the purchase of 

another 80 acresanother 80 acresanother 80 acresanother 80 acres.  
¨  Working with The Great Land Trust, Ducks Unlimited and ADF&G, the Conservancy protects protects protects protects 

a key access parcel in the Palmer H ay Flats, adding 160 acresa key access parcel in the Palmer H ay Flats, adding 160 acresa key access parcel in the Palmer H ay Flats, adding 160 acresa key access parcel in the Palmer H ay Flats, adding 160 acres to the over 1200 the 
Conservancy already protected there. 

 
¨  The Conservancy acquires 925 acres of diverse intertidal, forested and wetland habitats on 925 acres of diverse intertidal, forested and wetland habitats on 925 acres of diverse intertidal, forested and wetland habitats on 925 acres of diverse intertidal, forested and wetland habitats on 

Jack Bay in Prince William SJack Bay in Prince William SJack Bay in Prince William SJack Bay in Prince William Sound and transfers title to the Chugach N ational Forest,ound and transfers title to the Chugach N ational Forest,ound and transfers title to the Chugach N ational Forest,ound and transfers title to the Chugach N ational Forest, with 
funding provided by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

2002002002001, 2000, 19991, 2000, 19991, 2000, 19991, 2000, 1999    

¨  The Conservancy continues to expand the Killey River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear Preserve, adding another 
40 acres by March 2001 and accepting a donation of the subsurface rights to the core 160 acres. 
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¨  Also in March, the Conservancy works with The Trust for Public Land to acquire 155 acres the Conservancy works with The Trust for Public Land to acquire 155 acres the Conservancy works with The Trust for Public Land to acquire 155 acres the Conservancy works with The Trust for Public Land to acquire 155 acres 

at Bohemia Basin on Yakobi I sland.at Bohemia Basin on Yakobi I sland.at Bohemia Basin on Yakobi I sland.at Bohemia Basin on Yakobi I sland.  The acreage will be transferred to the Forest Service with 
a conservation easement for management as part of the Tongass National Forest.  

 
¨  I n the summer of 2001, the Conservancy acquires a 2.6 acre property on the H omer Spit. acquires a 2.6 acre property on the H omer Spit. acquires a 2.6 acre property on the H omer Spit. acquires a 2.6 acre property on the H omer Spit. 

Though small, the property was one of the last remaining undeveloped lots on the spit tThough small, the property was one of the last remaining undeveloped lots on the spit tThough small, the property was one of the last remaining undeveloped lots on the spit tThough small, the property was one of the last remaining undeveloped lots on the spit that hat hat hat 
lacked a needed habitat protection designationlacked a needed habitat protection designationlacked a needed habitat protection designationlacked a needed habitat protection designation.  Parts of the spit are highly developed as 
boatyards, industrial shipping areas, and tourism-related businesses, but other parts are critical for 
the many shorebirds that migrate through the area. 

 
¨  The Conservancy completes its first conservation easement in Wood Tikchik State Park, one of 

the great places in the conservation campaign for Alaska.  The Conservancy purchases an The Conservancy purchases an The Conservancy purchases an The Conservancy purchases an 
easement on 29 acres, thereby completing protection of a 38,000 acre watershed.easement on 29 acres, thereby completing protection of a 38,000 acre watershed.easement on 29 acres, thereby completing protection of a 38,000 acre watershed.easement on 29 acres, thereby completing protection of a 38,000 acre watershed.  The 
property remains in the hands of its Native owner. 

 
¨  As 2001 draws to a close, the Conservancy purchases 37 acres on the Anchor River, located on purchases 37 acres on the Anchor River, located on purchases 37 acres on the Anchor River, located on purchases 37 acres on the Anchor River, located on 

the southern Kenai Peninsula.  The purchase initiates the Conservancy’s Anchor River the southern Kenai Peninsula.  The purchase initiates the Conservancy’s Anchor River the southern Kenai Peninsula.  The purchase initiates the Conservancy’s Anchor River the southern Kenai Peninsula.  The purchase initiates the Conservancy’s Anchor River 
Protection ProjectProtection ProjectProtection ProjectProtection Project, a joint effort with the Kachemak H eritage Land Trust, the State of Alaska, 
and Ducks Unlimited, to protect the biologically rich estuary mouth of the Anchor and key 
stretches of the river. 

    
¨  To begin the New Year, the Conservancy opens its second field office—the Kachemak Bay the Kachemak Bay the Kachemak Bay the Kachemak Bay 

Field OfficeField OfficeField OfficeField Office—in H omer in January of 2000.   
 
¨  The Bering Sea Biodiversity AssessmentBering Sea Biodiversity AssessmentBering Sea Biodiversity AssessmentBering Sea Biodiversity Assessment is released – the first of the Conservancy’s ecoregional 

assessments. 
 
¨  I n May of 2000, the Conservancy and the Alaska Mental H ealth Trust Authority team uthe Conservancy and the Alaska Mental H ealth Trust Authority team uthe Conservancy and the Alaska Mental H ealth Trust Authority team uthe Conservancy and the Alaska Mental H ealth Trust Authority team up p p p 

to add 160 acres to the Killey River Brown Bear Preserveto add 160 acres to the Killey River Brown Bear Preserveto add 160 acres to the Killey River Brown Bear Preserveto add 160 acres to the Killey River Brown Bear Preserve.  The Conservancy purchases the 
acreage from the Trust, thereby protecting critical resting habitat for sows and cubs and providing 
income for the Trust beneficiaries.  

 
¨  I n August, 400 acres of hab 400 acres of hab 400 acres of hab 400 acres of habitat are protected in the Upper Fritz Creek and Stone Steps itat are protected in the Upper Fritz Creek and Stone Steps itat are protected in the Upper Fritz Creek and Stone Steps itat are protected in the Upper Fritz Creek and Stone Steps 

Lake areas of the Kachemak Bay Watershed.Lake areas of the Kachemak Bay Watershed.Lake areas of the Kachemak Bay Watershed.Lake areas of the Kachemak Bay Watershed.  The 320 acres on Upper Fritz Creek safeguard 
an important migratory corridor between already established protected areas.  The 80 acres at 
Stone Steps Lake protects coastal wetland habitat. 

 
¨  I n September, the Conservancy acquires 104 acres of old growth and coastal marsh on the Conservancy acquires 104 acres of old growth and coastal marsh on the Conservancy acquires 104 acres of old growth and coastal marsh on the Conservancy acquires 104 acres of old growth and coastal marsh on 

Favorite Bay on Admiralty I sland.Favorite Bay on Admiralty I sland.Favorite Bay on Admiralty I sland.Favorite Bay on Admiralty I sland.  Work on the island represents one of the best opportunities 
to protect large, intact stands of temperate old-growth rain forest.  
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¨  The Conservancy makes its first acquisition on the Alaska Peninsula with the purchase of 160 purchase of 160 purchase of 160 purchase of 160 
acres on Chignik Lake acres on Chignik Lake acres on Chignik Lake acres on Chignik Lake in October.  The Chignik Lake area supports the highest brown bear 
density in North America. 

 
¨  I n December, the Conservancy opens its third field office—the Alaska Coastal Forests Project the Alaska Coastal Forests Project the Alaska Coastal Forests Project the Alaska Coastal Forests Project 

Office in Juneau.Office in Juneau.Office in Juneau.Office in Juneau.    
 
¨  The Corporate Council on the Environment exceeds 100 members for fiscal year 1999 

membership. 
¨  I n 1999, under the new mandate of Conservation by DesignConservation by DesignConservation by DesignConservation by Design, the Alaska Chapter finishes phase 

one of ecoregional planning, identifying 11 ecoregions in Alaskaidentifying 11 ecoregions in Alaskaidentifying 11 ecoregions in Alaskaidentifying 11 ecoregions in Alaska and 12 priority sites,12 priority sites,12 priority sites,12 priority sites, based on 
biodiversity value, level of threat, and the opportunity for action.   

 
¨  The Conservancy hosts an international biodiversity workshopinternational biodiversity workshopinternational biodiversity workshopinternational biodiversity workshop on the Bering Sea on the Bering Sea on the Bering Sea on the Bering Sea with World 

Wildlife Fund.  The March 1999 workshop draws over 60 scientists and Native people from 
three countries in the first ever biodiversity mapping of the Bering Sea for habitat conservation 
purposes. 

 
¨  I n the summer of 1999, the Conservancy acquires 11 more critical parcels of land, totaling 32.5 32.5 32.5 32.5 

acres, for itsacres, for itsacres, for itsacres, for its Killey River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear PreserveKilley River Brown Bear Preserve. 
 
¨  I n November of 1999, the Board of Trustees votes to launch Great Places in The Great Land, a Great Places in The Great Land, a Great Places in The Great Land, a Great Places in The Great Land, a 

$10 million campaign,$10 million campaign,$10 million campaign,$10 million campaign, the largest private fundraising campaign for conservation to date in 
Alaska’s history.  The Campaign will run from 2000-2005 and focus on the Conservancy’s 12 
priority sites: Kachemak Bay, Admiralty I sland, Kenai River Watershed, Pribilof I slands, I cy 
Straits, Stikine River Delta, Tuxedni-Kamishak Bays, Copper River Delta, Wood Tikchik Lakes 
and Mountains, Alaska Peninsula Lagoons, Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta and Kasegaluk Lagoon. 

 
¨  I n December, the Conservancy acquires 158 acres at Point Martin on the eastern border of  Conservancy acquires 158 acres at Point Martin on the eastern border of  Conservancy acquires 158 acres at Point Martin on the eastern border of  Conservancy acquires 158 acres at Point Martin on the eastern border of 

the Copper River the Copper River the Copper River the Copper River Delta.Delta.Delta.Delta.  The purchase protects an important migration corridor between the 
Katalla/Bering River watershed and the Copper River Delta, one of the most biologically rich 
areas in the country. 
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1998 and in history1998 and in history1998 and in history1998 and in history    

¨  Building on the success of the Kenai River Watershed project, the Conservancy initiates new 
community work in Bristol Bay’s N ushagak and Mulchatna River watershedBristol Bay’s N ushagak and Mulchatna River watershedBristol Bay’s N ushagak and Mulchatna River watershedBristol Bay’s N ushagak and Mulchatna River watershed and in 
Kachemak Bay Kachemak Bay Kachemak Bay Kachemak Bay (1998). 

¨  I n 1997, The Conservancy accepts a donation of 40 acres of critical brown bear habitat on the 40 acres of critical brown bear habitat on the 40 acres of critical brown bear habitat on the 40 acres of critical brown bear habitat on the 
Killey RivKilley RivKilley RivKilley River in the Kenai River Watersheder in the Kenai River Watersheder in the Kenai River Watersheder in the Kenai River Watershed.  The donation forms the keystone piece of the 
future Killey River Brown Bear Preserve. 

¨  I ndicative of the Conservancy’s creative problem-solving, the Alaska Chapter resolves a complex 
Native Allotment claim dispute on Lower Talarik Creek by signing an option on 155 acres. The 
Conservancy successfully completes its $350,000 capital campaign for Lower Talarik Creeksuccessfully completes its $350,000 capital campaign for Lower Talarik Creeksuccessfully completes its $350,000 capital campaign for Lower Talarik Creeksuccessfully completes its $350,000 capital campaign for Lower Talarik Creek 
in 1997.  The area receives Special Use Area designationSpecial Use Area designationSpecial Use Area designationSpecial Use Area designation in 1999. 

¨  Dow Chemical donates 400 acres to the Alaska Chapter in 1996 
¨  The Chapter launches its new Corporate Council on the Environment programnew Corporate Council on the Environment programnew Corporate Council on the Environment programnew Corporate Council on the Environment program in 1994.  Fifty 

members sign up. 
¨  I n 1994, the Conservancy publishes its first major compatible economics planning guide, the 

Ecotourism Planning Guide for Alaska Native Ecotourism Planning Guide for Alaska Native Ecotourism Planning Guide for Alaska Native Ecotourism Planning Guide for Alaska Native LandownersLandownersLandownersLandowners.  The guide grew out of the Conservancy’s 
Knikatnu Village Corporation’s Prairie CreekPrairie CreekPrairie CreekPrairie Creek land use plan  

 
¨  Our first major landscape-scale conservation program is initiated in the Kenai River WatershedKenai River WatershedKenai River WatershedKenai River Watershed 

in 1993.  From that time to the present, the Conservancy 
�  Completes survey of Kenai River watershed residents 
�  Publishes Kenai River Watershed handbook  
�  Opens Kenai River Watershed Office 
�  H osts Community Forum 
�  H elps to establish the Kenai Watershed Forum  
�  H elps to open Kenai River branch of Kachemak H eritage Land Trust  
�  Adopt-a-Stream programs in the schools 
�  Kenai watershed painting/educational poster project 
�  Establishes a Water Quality Monitoring Coalition and an Education Coalition 

 
¨  Also in the early 90s, the Conservancy advises the Exxon Valdez Trusteethe Conservancy advises the Exxon Valdez Trusteethe Conservancy advises the Exxon Valdez Trusteethe Conservancy advises the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council. s Council. s Council. s Council.  The 

Conservancy produces a manual on how to identify and protect habitat for injured species. The 
Council then asks the Conservancy to identify some of this habitat and engage in negotiations for 
acquisition.  The Conservancy does so, protecting 24,000 acres on Kachemak Bay and 42,000 24,000 acres on Kachemak Bay and 42,000 24,000 acres on Kachemak Bay and 42,000 24,000 acres on Kachemak Bay and 42,000 
acres on Afognak I slandacres on Afognak I slandacres on Afognak I slandacres on Afognak I sland 

¨  I n the early 90s, the Conservancy makes a report to the state of Alaska on the biodiversity values biodiversity values biodiversity values biodiversity values 
of ten million acresof ten million acresof ten million acresof ten million acres of potential state land selections. 

¨  Our first communityfirst communityfirst communityfirst community----based conservabased conservabased conservabased conservation program begins on the Pribilof I slandstion program begins on the Pribilof I slandstion program begins on the Pribilof I slandstion program begins on the Pribilof I slands in 1991.  
The Conservancy assists in developing an ecotourism project on St. Paul as well as a habitat 
protection brochure designed to educate off-islanders on responsible fur seal viewing.  With 
residents, the Conservancy helps to establish a stewardship summer camp for young children on 
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the islands.  The camp has since grown to a year-round Stewardship Program for young people of 
all ages.  

¨  I n 1991, the Conservancy assists in the creation of the first Alaska lanfirst Alaska lanfirst Alaska lanfirst Alaska land trustd trustd trustd trust, located in the 
Kachemak Bay area.  Since then, the Conservancy has helped create four additional land trusts: 
the Kenai Watershed branch of the Kachemak H eritage Land Trust, the Greatland Trust in 
Anchorage and Matanuska-Susitna Valleys, the Southeast Alaska Land Trust, and the I nterior 
Land Trust, based in Fairbanks.  I n the same year, the Conservancy receives its first of many 
tradelands donated to the Alaska Chapter (Tradelands are lands of little or no conservation value 
which TNC sells and directs the proceeds to conservation programs).  

¨  The Alaska chapter makes its first acquisition in the Palmer H ay Flatsfirst acquisition in the Palmer H ay Flatsfirst acquisition in the Palmer H ay Flatsfirst acquisition in the Palmer H ay Flats (1989).  The 562 acres 
were transferred to the state for incorporation into the Palmer H ay Flats State Game Refuge.  
Since that time, hundreds of additional acres have been acquired, for a total of over 1,200 acres  1,200 acres  1,200 acres  1,200 acres 
of critical waterfowl and migratory bird habitatof critical waterfowl and migratory bird habitatof critical waterfowl and migratory bird habitatof critical waterfowl and migratory bird habitat. 

¨  The 50505050 thththth N atural H eritage Program N atural H eritage Program N atural H eritage Program N atural H eritage Program is established in 1989. I n the same year, the Conservancy 
plays a role in the passage of ConservConservConservConservation Easement Legislationation Easement Legislationation Easement Legislationation Easement Legislation in the State Legislature. One One One One 
of the first conservation easements in Alaskaof the first conservation easements in Alaskaof the first conservation easements in Alaskaof the first conservation easements in Alaska is donated to the Conservancy by Governor and 
Mrs. H ammond on Lake Clark.  Since then, the Conservancy has protected 607 acres in the protected 607 acres in the protected 607 acres in the protected 607 acres in the 
South Fork of EagleSouth Fork of EagleSouth Fork of EagleSouth Fork of Eagle River area  River area  River area  River area through conservation easements. 

¨  The Alaska state officeAlaska state officeAlaska state officeAlaska state office opens in May 1988. 
¨  I n 1979, the 320 acre Dalton H omestead320 acre Dalton H omestead320 acre Dalton H omestead320 acre Dalton H omestead in the Chilkat River Valley is donated to the 

Washington/Alaska Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. The 320 acres are then sold to the 
State of Alaska for the new Chilkat Bald Eagle PreserveChilkat Bald Eagle PreserveChilkat Bald Eagle PreserveChilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, and become the heart of the preserve.  
The proceeds from that sale are used to establish the independent Alaska Chapter.  I n 1993, the 
Conservancy adds 600 acres to the preserve through our 1,6001,6001,6001,600 acre gift from Klukwan I ron  acre gift from Klukwan I ron  acre gift from Klukwan I ron  acre gift from Klukwan I ron 
OreOreOreOre.  The Conservancy’s remaining 1,000 acres are donated to the Chilkat I ndian Village.Chilkat I ndian Village.Chilkat I ndian Village.Chilkat I ndian Village. 

 
 
 


