SOUTHERN FORESTS PROJECT

LOUISIANA
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SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH

The Nature Conservancy and International Paper have undertaken a

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect ecologically important
forests, rivers and streams in 10 southern states. The Nature
Conservancy will acquire more than 218,000 acres in the largest
private land conservation project in the history of the southern U.S.
Partners include state governments, federal agencies, the
Department of Defense and timber investment entities.
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THE PROJECT

The Nature Conservancy in Louisiana tel
P.O. Box 4125 fax
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821

[225] 338-1040
[225] 338-0103

nature.org/louisiana
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The Ouachita River bordering the 440 acre International Paper
property within the Copenhagen Prairies and Hills Conservation Area
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total area 440 acres
Copenhagen/Ouachita Hills, Caldwell
Parish, northeast Louisiana

representative species

This area is among the premier botanical
sites in Louisiana. At least 24 plant
species found at this site are considered
rare, and ten of them have yet to be
found anywhere else in the state.
Globally rare species include three-
flowered Hawthorn, Oglethorpe oak, and
southern lady's-slipper orchid. The area
supports an extremely high diversity of
native woody plants, perhaps more than
in any other comparably sized area in
the U.S. Weathering of Eocene-aged
marine deposits (20 + million years old)
has exposed extensive beds of fossils
and the area has been recognized as an
important paleontological site for
decades. These calcium-rich soils have
influenced the development of unusual
woodland, forest and prairie plant
communities.
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The Nature Conservancy
International Paper

University of Louisiana, Monroe



