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To Whom It May Concern.

[ am writing on behalf of the Toledo Institute for Development and Environment (TIDE)
a community based conservation and development organization in  Belize (
www tidebelize org ). We are writing in response to articles appearing in the Washington
Post referencing The Nature Conservancy. [ would like to state our unconditional
support for what we consider to be onc of the best Conservation Organization in the
world today.

Almost eight years ago we in the Toledo District, Belize, Central America called on The
Nature Conscrvancy to assist us as we struggled to keep the endangered manatee from
going into extinction in our arca. At that ime we were only a handful of citizens who
cared enough to do something about the exploitation of this magnificent creature. During
one weekend nine of the endangered species were slaughtered for their meat by
fishermen who we presumed to be Guatemalans. We really wanted to do something so
we can save lhe remeining population. We called on a number of organizations but
because we were small and bad no structure many heard our cry and walked away., The
Nature Conservancy listened carefully and gave us their support.

The Conservancy brought not only technical ¢xpertise to the table but also helped us to
raisc money so that we could organize ourselves and gave us the training that was
necessary to put a permanent stop to the slaughtering of these manatees. But the
conservancy did not stop there, they took us under their wings and helped us identify
income pgenerating activities for those that were cansing harm to the manatees and 1o the
other community folks that were also using the resources in a manner with negative

impacts.

Today the communities in Southern Belize are reaping the results of those generous
assistance TINC gave to us. In addition to the benefits the communities are receiving, the
biodiversity in the area has increased. As a result today Southem Belize boasts one of the
largest multiple use manne 1eserve not caly in Belize but in the wider Caribbean. Many
communities are benefiting not only socially but also environmentally and economically.

Because of the success of our program we started with TNC we have now expanded into
managing terrestrial areas that were threatened. In 1999 TNC donated a GMC Sierra
truck to us. This truck could not have come at a better time Because of modern
infrastructure 1o Southern Belize huge logging companies had also moved into the area
The GMC truck enabled us to proper monitor the resources especially the logging
concessions. Most of the forests in this area is rich in flora and fauna, [llegal logging






