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The Nature Conservancy of Idaho saved the following resources by using 1944 pounds of Reincarnation Matte,

made with 60% post-consumer waste and manufactured with electricity that is offset with Green-e® certified

renewable energy certificates.

Annual Report   :  6,000 units
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Connections That Matter

 » You have woven conservation  
 connections that will last.  
 We hope you enjoy these connections  
 that are made possible by your   
 support of The Nature Conservancy. 
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Connections that matter weaves 
together people, places and partnerships 
with actions on the ground that lead to 
real and measurable conservation. 
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Hixon 
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Preserve

Explore these places at:    
www.nature.org/idaho-places
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The Conservancy’s priority 
landscapes and preserves 
featured in this annual report.
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“When my dad homesteaded the 
land he ran sheep on it. He was pretty 
much a conservationist, and I guess 
I inherited that from him,” says Ray 
Baird. “When I took it over I vowed I 
would make it a lot better than it was.” 
The piece of land Baird refers to is a remote 
parcel in the Pioneer Mountains he has 
worked on his entire life. 

When ranching didn’t bring in enough 
money to support his family, he and his 
wife, Carley, took side jobs so they could 
keep the land working. Their living room 
is filled with photographs and Carley’s 
paintings of the area. Clearly, this landscape 
means a great deal to both of them. Not just 
because they make a living from it but also 

The Pioneers: Connecting an Enduring Landscape
because it brings them joy. They often talk 
about the big flocks of “sage hens,” or sage 
grouse, that spent summers on the property. 
So when the opportunity arose to protect 
their ranch and maintain their lifestyle, they 
signed on. 

The Bairds were among the first private 
landowners in the area to put a conservation 
easement on their property through the 
Grassland Reserve Program, which is 
administered by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. A highly 
respected member of the community, Ray 
helped convince other landowners in the 
Pioneers to put conservation easements on 
their land. 

Ray and Carley Baird

Central Idaho
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Pioneers paintings by Carley Baird
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Down the road Jim Barton, who also 
inherited his ranch from his family, also put a 
conservation easement on his property this year. 
But it took some convincing. Like many ranchers 
he thought an easement would completely 
change the way he could use the land.

After listening to other ranchers who had 
easements and saw positive results, folks such 
as the Beyelers and McFarlands, from the 
Salmon area, he decided to participate. 

“I could keep it in ranching rather than 
break it up and put houses on it,” says Jim. The 
Bartons’ agreement is slightly different from the 
Bairds’ as some of the funding for it comes from 
the Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife 
program in addition to funds from the NRCS 
and The Nature Conservancy. 

The participation of landowners like 
the Bartons and the Bairds is paramount 
to piecing together the expanse needed to 
truly make a difference in the Pioneers-
Craters of the Moon landscape. The Nature 
Conservancy’s role has been to connect 
landowners to conservation funding, and, 
in some cases, to manage the conservation 
easements. 

This year the Conservancy helped 
protect 33,000 acres—and counting—in the 
Pioneers. Your support made this possible, 
and will continue to play a critical role as 
we work toward our goal of conserving the 
“heart” of the Pioneers —the ecologically 
significant working lands that provide the 
habitat and connectivity essential to an 
enduring landscape. 

Why protect the Pioneers-
Craters of the Moon 
landscape?
Bordered by the Pioneer Mountains 
to the north and the Craters of the 
Moon landscape to the south, this 
2.4 million-acre area supports wide-
ranging species such as pronghorn, 
sage grouse, mule deer, elk, wolves, 
mountain lions, black bears, 
mountain goats and wolverines. 
This wildlife diversity is possible 
because of the landscape’s dramatic 
elevation range—from 3,000 to more 
than 10,000 feet—and habitats that 
include wetlands, rivers, streams, 
forests and sagebrush steppe.  

“I could keep it in ranching rather than   
break it up and put houses on it”          
   —Jim Barton, rancher

(right) Jim Barton with his horse.  
(below) The Conservancy’s Central Idaho senior conservation manager, 

Mark Davidson, on a parcel in the Pioneers-Craters landscape. PA
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Follow the conservation of the Pioneers-Craters 
Landscape at www.pioneersalliance.org
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