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Turning partnerships into lasting results  
Since 2001, The Nature Conservancy and the NOAA Community-
based Restoration Program have partnered to implement innovative
conservation activities across the United States. Through this partner-
ship we work to protect the most resilient examples of healthy habi-
tats and restore the health of degraded habitats in ways that benefit
marine life, local communities and coastal economies. These projects
protect coastal and marine habitat, restore species that are important
to ecosystem functions, remove invasive species, create shellfish
spawning sanctuaries and re-establish water flows to estuaries. Since
1996, more than 1,000 projects in 27 states have been implemented
using NOAA funding and leveraged funding from national and
regional habitat restoration partners.

The Conservancy engages coastal communities, stakeholders and 
other partners to carry out these restoration projects. We work to
restore degraded, yet important habitats—from shellfish reefs, sea
grasses and kelp beds to mangroves, coral reefs and salt marsh estuaries. 

Salt marshes
Salt marshes provide important habitat for fish, shellfish and migratory birds,
control nutrients in coastal waters, and reduce damage from storm waves and
tidal flooding.  

Working with state, federal and local partners, the Conservancy 
helped to restore more than 40 acres of salt marsh in Barnstable,
Massachusetts, by replacing two undersized culverts that were 
restricting tidal flow to the marsh. With the help of volunteers, 
the Conservancy removed the invasive marsh grass, Spartina, to
restore nine acres of healthy marsh on Cox Island in Oregon’s 
Siuslaw Estuary. 

Shellfish
In addition to filtering and cleaning water, native shellfish reefs sustain many
other species and protect adjacent marsh habitats by preventing erosion and
reducing wave energy on shorelines. 

Through a newly created conservation leasing program in Washington
state, the Conservancy is working to restore native oyster populations
on 10 acres of submerged lands in Puget Sound. We are focusing 
on identifying the optimal location and methods for restoring
Olympia oysters in this important area. Our projects in Pamlico

Sound, North Carolina and Great South Bay, New York also are
yielding positive results in restoring native shellfish populations and
their respective ecosystem services. 

Coral reefs
Coral reefs support over one million species of plants and animals and help protect
coastal areas from storm damage. 

In partnership with the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary,
University of Miami and Mote Marine Lab, the Conservancy is working
to restore staghorn corals. By using a reef resilience model that predicts
where corals are most likely to survive, the Conservancy is testing and
improving approaches that can be used throughout the Caribbean.
Working with local communities in Hawaii, we removed nearly 
82 tons of harmful, invasive algae from coral reefs and transplanted
native species of algae to help restore the health of reefs. 

Sea grass
Sea grass beds and submerged aquatic vegetation provide nursery habitat for
many important fish species.

In California, the Conservancy is working with Santa Barbara
Channelkeeper and University of California Santa Barbara to restore
damaged eelgrass habitats. Researchers are conducting dive surveys to
assess transplanting efforts and map natural beds of eelgrass around
Santa Cruz Island. We are also working with academic researchers and
state and federal partners to map and restore eelgrass, the native sea
grass once found in great abundance in the seaside lagoons of
Virginia’s Eastern Shore.  

A vision for hope 
Through continued partnerships, focused conservation strategies and
effective management, we can change the course for our oceans, coasts
and the people who depend on them. 

For additional information:
The Nature Conservancy
Global Marine Initiative
marine@tnc.org
nature.org/marine

The Global Marine Initiative works across the Conservancy and with partners to protect and
restore the most resilient examples of ocean and coastal ecosystems in ways that benefit marine
life, local communities and economies.
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Scallop among seagrass habitat, 
Great South Bay, New York. © Carl LoBue/TNC

Virginia Coast Reserve volunteer monitoring 
shellfish habitat. © Barry Truitt/TNC

Staghorn coral nursery in the Florida Key.
© Ken Nedimeyer/Sealife Inc.

Shellfish steward stocking clams in Great South 
Bay, New York. © Carl LoBue/TNC
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