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Chief Scientist Peter Kareiva is a case in point. That study of
World Bank development projects shows that those efforts
with environmental components fare as well as—or better
than—those without green initiatives (“Green Pay,” page 15).
This comes on the heels of an earlier study supported by the
Conservancy that demonstrated how the establishment of
marine protected areas in the South Pacific improved com-
munities’ quality of life while safeguarding natural resources
(see spring 2008, page 51). Indeed, in the Solomon Islands,
our marine conservation project has shown not only marked

increases in marine biodiversity (the num-
ber of nesting sea turtles has more than
tripled, for example) but increases in
household incomes as well: The incomes
of more than 1,200 surveyed households
doubled during the same period.

There are Conservancy efforts currently
under way that exemplify how our creative
energy might be harnessed to both protect
nature and create new and better ways of
doing things. Commercial fishermen in
California, for instance, are joining with
the Conservancy in a bold experiment de-
signed to show that they can successfully
ply their trade while helping to sustain the
fisheries on which their livelihoods depend
(“Blue’s Ocean,” page 42).

Such projects that combine conservation outcomes with
promoting jobs, sustainable living and economic opportunity
for local communities are not without risk. Nor will the re-
sults be immediate. But the willingness to find a common
ground between conservation and economic sustainability is
indicative of the extraordinary atmosphere in which we now
find ourselves, where real and transformative change is not
just needed but also desired.

The Conservancy has long found strength in its optimistic
worldview, seeing opportunity and hope in crisis and comfort
in challenge. Just as strong companies often emerge improved
from economic hard times, I remain confident about our col-
lective ability to emerge from this economic downturn
stronger, invigorated and renewed.

Change can be painful and exasperating; change can be
rewarding and exciting.

With patience and perseverance, and by sticking to our
values, I am convinced that change for the better will prevail.

E ARE AT A CROSSROADS. WHILE A

historic election—one carefully watched by much of the
world—has taken place in the United States, we are also in
the midst of a deep recession. What we are seeing today in
terms of job losses and a precipitous decline in wealth is un-
precedented in recent times, with widespread impacts on
the lives of ordinary people worldwide.

Conventional wisdom suggests that in such times of eco-
nomic crisis, environmental issues should take a back seat to
more pressing matters. Protecting nature is seen as a luxury,
best kept for more affluent times.

This would be a mistake.
Not only is a vigorous discussion on the environment

timely, but green initiatives could very well be key to long-
term economic recovery. Both President Obama and award-
winning author Thomas Friedman have lent their voices to
a chorus of support for advancing green technology and sus-
tainable living as an avenue for the United States to regain its
economic footing while enhancing security and human well-
being. We save money, we save energy, we create jobs, and we
create an environment in which both humans and nature can
exist and thrive.

Safeguarding the environment need not be a drag on the
economy. A recent analysis published by Nature Conservancy
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“Our creative energy might be
harnessed to protect nature and create
new and better ways of doing things.”
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And from researcher to administrator:
I’m a scientist at heart. But one of the
things I learned was that as much as I
enjoy doing science, I enjoy even more
making science happen. I still collabo-
rate on projects. I still get to the field
as often as I can.
The Smithsonian as living-history
museum: [We have] a collection that
spans the entire historical range of the
black-footed ferret. You can take DNA
and look at the genetic variability over
time and use that information in the
captive breeding program. That’s an ex-
ample of how you can use a collection
that’s well over 100 years old to address
contemporary conservation issues.

Family: Wife Adriana Casas, an envi-
ronmental lawyer at the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank. Daughter
Carolina, age 3.
Grew up in: Bogotá, Colombia.
Formative experience: I was invited by
a Colombian biologist to go on a field
expedition to the Choco jungle when
I was about 15. That was when I really
got grabbed by biology. We were col-
lecting animals and plants, all kinds of
stuff. I loved it.
From research scientist to active con-
servationist: You suddenly realize that
some of the places you loved and
studied are under threat. Then you
decide you can’t focus on the science
without becoming a responsible citi-
zen and trying to help.

MEET THE BOARD

Cristián Samper

LENGTH OF SERVICE: Seven months
BACKGROUND: Graduate of Universidad de Los Andes in Bo-
gotá, Colombia; master’s and doctorate degrees in biology from
Harvard University. An expert in international environmental
policy and the ecology of Andean cloud forests. Was founder-
director of a biodiversity research institute in Colombia, then
chairman of a subsidiary of the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity. In 2001, joined the Smithsonian Tropical Re-
search Institute in Panama. Currently director of the Smithson-
ian’s National Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.
Board member of the American Association of Museums and
of the Center for International Forest Research.


