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to ensure that those life-sustaining activities are sustainable
for all of the diverse life that depends on those natural sys-
tems—plants and animals, including people. It is a balanc-
ing act that entails compromise and careful negotiation
among often disparate interests.

As the world seeks greener and sustainable energy supplies,
The Nature Conservancy finds itself lending its pragmatic ap-
proach and science expertise to ensure that natural gas explo-
ration best accommodates the ongoing needs of wildlife (see
“Proving Ground,” winter 2008). Similarly, we have stepped

up to help the burgeoning wind-energy
industry minimize its impact on the land-
scape and its denizens by creating a wind
and wildlife resource map for the entire
country (“The Green Footprint,” page 44).

Decades ago, The Nature Conservancy
began building productive relationships
with the ranching community when suspi-
cion was rife on both sides of the fence.
But we saw ranchers and their lands as the
first line of defense against the subdivi-
sions that were gobbling up the Western
landscape. And in fast-growing states like
Florida, we recognized early that well-
managed ranches secure some of the last
open habitat for rare creatures like gopher
tortoises and Florida panthers (see “The
Wild, Wild South,” page 54).

Today, we have parlayed the knowledge and credibility
gained from those years in the United States to affect the
conservation of grasslands on a global scale—from northern
Australia to the Mongolian steppe to the Patagonian grass-
lands of South America (see nature.org/grasslands).

And in wildlife-rich northern Kenya, we have joined with
an array of partners, including the African Wildlife Founda-
tion and Northern Rangelands Trust, both to secure grass-
land migration corridors for elephants and to ensure that
pastoralist communities can maintain their traditional ways
of life and have safe access to markets for their livestock.

Partnering with the industries and communities that most
immediately impact nature is the face of conservation in the
21st century. Finding ways for working landscapes to serve the
needs of both wildlife and people is the goal. The work isn’t
easy, and we won’t always see eye to eye, but recognizing that
we all depend on nature’s finite bounty, I remain optimistic
that we will find innovative avenues to a sustainable future.
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preserves and parks; we live in it. It is our habitat and our
sustenance. Its conservation, therefore, is not a luxury; it is a
necessity. That’s why, as an organization, we not only protect
the pristine but also focus growing efforts on the terrestrial,
freshwater and marine systems where we farm, raise live-
stock, fish and generate energy. These “working landscapes,”
as we call them, not only feed, clothe and provide us with
livelihoods but also happen to harbor the lion’s share of the
wildlife and plant diversity that are the core of our mission.

Well-managed farms and ranches, we now know, can
also accommodate migratory birds and iconic wildlife from
pronghorn to elephants. Well-designed marine protected
areas that zone for traditional fishing by local communities
not only safeguard reefs but also recharge fisheries by pro-
viding safe havens for prized fish to breed. Even dammed
rivers can maintain—or regain—a level of natural health by
releasing water to mimic former patterns of seasonal flow,
while they generate electricity.

Today, some of our greatest large-scale conservation suc-
cesses involve complex partnerships with farmers, ranchers,
fishermen and foresters—and even energy companies and
engineers—those who harvest nature’s resources for the
sustenance, comfort and prosperity of us all. Our goal is
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“Partnering with the industries and
communities that most immediately
impact nature is the face of
conservation in the 21st century.”
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Finding money for conservation: In so
many countries there is a belief that
environmental protection should be a
government duty. As a friend of mine
said, “Philanthropy is just not in the
DNA of people.” But I think this is not
right. We need to reshape public opin-
ion. It all begins in hearts and minds.
A two-year sabbatical in London, Rome,
Tokyo and Beijing: Claudia and I chose
two cities in Europe and two in the Far
East; two cities that look outward and
two that look inward. We wanted to
understand how these great places
could be so different. It was amazing.
China, with its tremendous natural
wealth, for many years had the philoso-
phy of unlimited resources. Now it is
starting to understand that everything
is in short supply. I have to confess, this
makes me optimistic about the future.

Family: Wife Claudia, three grown
daughters and eight grandchildren.
Lives in: Mexico City.
Growing up in the rainforest: I grew up
on a family ranch in the state of Ver-
acruz, and I remember thinking of it
as a kind of paradise. It was filled with
trees and plants and surrounded by two
rivers. I saw the devastating effect of
the construction of a nearby utility
plant and oil-production facilities. That
gave me a clear picture—a terrible pic-
ture—of the consequences of what we
had done to the environment.
Environmental awareness in Mexico:
Mexico is one of the richest countries
of the world in biodiversity. Our envi-
ronment, however, has been greatly
damaged by industrialization. We fi-
nally are waking up. The environmental
movement is gaining power and ground.

MEET THE BOARD

Roberto Hernández Ramírez

LENGTH OF SERVICE: Five years
BACKGROUND: Chairman of Banco Nacional de Mexico, one of the
largest banks in that country and part of the largest financial group in
Latin America. Helped build the Mexican stock exchange and served
as its president from 1974 to 1979. Sits on nearly a dozen corporate
and nonprofit boards, including Citigroup, World Monuments Fund,
the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies at Harvard
University and the New York Federal Reserve Bank. Avid world trav-
eler and restorer of historical sites. Advocate for natural-resource
conservation, education and Mexican culture.


