
Nature Conservancy (ISSN 1540-2428) is
published four times a year, in February, May,
August and November, by The Nature
Conservancy, 4245 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 100,
Arlington, VA 22203. Annual membership
dues are $10. Of this amount, $4 is for a sub-
scription to Nature Conservancy. Periodicals
postage paid at Arlington, VA, and additional
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: The Nature Conservancy, Member
Service Center, 4245 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite
100, Arlington, VA 22203-1606. Allow up to
eight weeks to process new memberships. Canadian
Publications Mail Agreement No. 40039356.
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to
P.O. Box 503, RPO West Beaver Creek,
Richmond Hill ON L4B 4R6.

To notify us of a change of address,
visit nature.org and select “Contact Us”
or call (800) 628-6860.

© 2008 The Nature Conservancy. The Nature
Conservancy is an equal employment opportunity/
affirmative action employer. The opinions expressed
by the authors do not necessarily reflect those of
The Nature Conservancy. Nature Conservancy
assumes no responsibility for unsolicited materials.
PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

©
R

O
B

ER
T

J.
P

O
R

T
M

A
N

.
O

P
P

O
S

IT
E:

©
M

A
R

K
G

O
D

FR
EY

/
T

N
C

to do ecological monitoring. Are we re-
ally protecting the biodiversity we want
to protect? Are we delivering the
goods? That has not been the practice
on the ground universally. The science
is there or can be developed.
The joy of hiking: I’ve done weeks of
backpacking in New York, Alaska and
Hawaii. For me, it’s a great thrill to see
how the Earth is made. It’s sensual, ex-
ploring a landscape on foot.
Visiting the Galapagos Islands with the
Conservancy: It was kind of a peace-
able kingdom. Roger Milliken, a
board member, was snorkeling and
started dancing with one of the sea
lions; they were spiraling around
each other like a double helix. I was
transfixed. It was just gorgeous. They
were obviously playing.

Family: Two children.
Grew up in: Washington, D.C., and
Michigan.
Lives in: New York City.
Being captivated by science as a
teenager: I remember reading in
some journal I picked up randomly
at the library about a worm that re-
sponds in a predictable pattern to
different intensities of light. Basically,
the worm turns its head. So the idea
came to me early that there’s proba-
bly order in life. Mathematics is a
good tool for finding it.
The difficulty of population predic-
tions: I don’t know how many people
the Earth can support. Estimates range
from less than 1 billion to more than a
trillion. There are so many assumptions
that underlie anybody’s estimates.
What do we want? Parking lots or
parks? Jaguars with four wheels or
jaguars with four legs?
Quantifying environmental progress:
We as a conservation community need
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Joel E. Cohen

YEARS OF SERVICE: Eight
BACKGROUND: Bachelor’s
and two doctorate degrees
(applied mathematics and
population sciences/tropical
public health) from Harvard
University. As a mathemati-
cal biologist, has studied the
behavior and demographics
of populations ranging from
flour beetles to humans.
Author or co-author of eight
books, including How Many
People Can the Earth Support?
Professor at Rockefeller Uni-
versity and the Earth Insti-
tute at Columbia University.
Member of the National
Academy of Sciences and
Council on Foreign Relations.
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The Nature Conservancy’s foundation in science makes
us a valuable potential partner in such endeavors. I believe
our scientific expertise and research should do more than
inform our own actions; we have the ability to influence
those forces that have the power to disrupt—or protect—
our most valuable lands and waters.

I am particularly heartened by the example being set
in Wyoming (“Proving Ground,” page 44), where Nature
Conservancy scientists are working with BP to help guide
natural-gas exploration away from the area’s most sensitive

and essential wildlife habitats well in ad-
vance of drilling. Nature Conservancy
science is being applied in similar ways
around the globe—from engaging one of
Hong Kong’s largest developers to help
guide a future resort in China’s Yunnan
Province to be as gentle on the land as
possible to helping hundreds of farmers
and ranchers in Brazil identify the most
ecologically effective ways to comply with
their country’s set-aside laws.

Working at an even larger scale, our cli-
mate scientists recently unveiled a simula-
tion model that helps predict the effects
of climate change on biodiversity. Our in-
terest was first to guide our own planning
and help protect existing conservation

investments. But this tool can also inform the conservation
planning of governments, foundations and communities, as
well as inform better decisions about development.

Whether driven by regulation, visionary leadership or
simple economics, the public and private sectors are in-
creasingly eager to “do the right thing” and avoid the costly
mistakes of the past. Not so long ago, sides were much
more polarized. Too often it was us against them. Today
“us” is becoming a much more integrated universe.

That doesn’t mean that we should be any less vigilant
in guarding against environmental abuse or green-washing.
There will be times when we disagree with partners over
crucial issues. Still, in a world where energy development
is burgeoning as the clock ticks for our wildlife’s survival,
projects like the one in Wyoming are proving that we can
fashion compromise solutions that benefit key landscapes
and wildlife. As always, the foundation for such solutions
is our science. It both guides us and inspires us, every day.

CIENCE IS AT THE HEART OF THE NATURE

Conservancy’s mission. It guides where and how we work
and assures those with whom we collaborate that our con-
duct is consistent and sound. Science ensures that we are
not driven by the whims of politics, personalities or op-
portunism. It is one reason we have maintained our re-
spected reputation over nearly six decades.

Never before has our scientific approach been as valued
as it is today. Earth is facing an unprecedented confluence
of circumstances that invite—if not demand—collabora-
tion among all sectors of society for the benefit of our nat-
ural world. We are finally facing the fact that our natural
resources are finite, that economic development has global
ramifications and that real natural phenomena such as cli-
mate change know no political borders.

Around the globe, the intrinsic importance of conserva-
tion is being recognized. Driven both by consumer and
bottom-line pressure, businesses are going green as never
before. Governments, faced with growing global demand
for energy, depleting energy supplies and resulting high
costs, are seeing conservation as not just beneficial but es-
sential. And in the developing world, social welfare agen-
cies are realizing that lifting people out of poverty is very
much dependent on securing a sustainable natural envi-
ronment.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Driven by Science

“Science ensures that we are
not driven by the whims of politics,
personalities or opportunism.”

MARK R. TERCEK
President & Chief Executive Officer
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