Gondwana Link

In a country famous for unique plants and animals, South West Australia
stands out as one of Earth’s most important “biodiversity hotspots.” But the
effects of massive land clearing threaten to destroy this region’s distinctive
species. Gondwana Link—a visionary model of community-based conserva-
tion—will protect and restore a 620-mile corridor of globally rare habitat.

NOWHERE ELSE ON EARTH
Australia’s South West is the con-
tinent’s richest biological corner,
supporting 10,000 distinct plant and
wildlife species. For botanists, this

ancient landscape of mallee, heath and

woodland is a veritable wonderland.
Rich with the blooms of more than

one-third of Australia’s known flower-

ing plants, the South West is still ripe

for discovery. More than 50 percent of

these flowers are found nowhere else
in the world, and nearly 20 percent
have yet to be scientifically described.

The animals of this region are no less
distinctive. There are frogs that live
underground and mallefowl that build
enormous compost heaps to incubate
their eggs. The tiny honey possum,
only slightly larger than a human
thumb, has a jawbone adapted for
feeding entirely on pollen. The South
West has been named an Endemic
Bird Area by BirdLife International
and is home to 280 species of native
birds. In short, the heartbeat of this
magical place is palpable.

The South West is also home to one
of the planet’s most important habi-
tats in need of protection: Mediter-
ranean forests, woods and shrublands.
Occurring roughly between 30" and
40° latitude on the west coasts of
continents, the world’s Mediterra-
nean habitats support a tremendous

diversity of plants and animals. The
Great Western Woodlands in South
West Australia span 37 million acres,
representing the largest and most
intact Mediterranean habitat
remaining in the world today.

LOSING GROUND

Geographical remoteness was not
enough to protect this area from human
impacts. It was a post-World War I1
government policy to clear “a million
acres a year” and transform the South
West into Australia’s breadbasket. As
native trees and plants were cleared

and supplanted with shallow-rooted
crops, the groundwater rose, dissolving
ancient salts that were then drawn to
the surface. In some places, the semiarid
landscape is now drowning in salt water.

Clearing was the first wave of destruction
— now fragmentation, salinity, invasive
species and climate change are driving a
second wave. Many animals have already
been lost, and many others are at risk.
The South West now has 2,500 plant
species on the verge of extinction.

A VISIONARY
CONSERVATION EFFORT

To save the natural treasures of the
South West, The Nature Conser-
vancy has joined forces with some of
Australia’s leading conservation groups
to pursue one of the world’s largest
and most innovative community-based
conservation projects: Gondwana Link.

Gondwana Link seeks to reconnect
and restore a swath of more than 600
miles of native bush land from the
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desert edge of Australia’s Outback

to the tall-tree forests of the south-
western coast. Taking its name from
“Gondwanaland,” the prehistoric
landmass from which most of Earth’s
southern continents broke away, the
project will reconnect critical habitat,
improve ecological connectivity and
restore cleared agricultural land.

Bringing together a wide variety of
expertise, the Conservancy and the
Gondwana Link partners are using
strategic planning and a suite of con-
servation tools to achieve this ambi-
tious vision. Acquisitions and ease-
ments are helping to protect the most
ecologically important and at-risk
private lands. Once land is protected,
renowned scientists, drawn to the
South West’s botanical wonders,

are applying the latest revegetation
techniques to resurrect native bush
habitats and contribute to the seques-
tration of carbon.

The Great Western Woodlands also
form a core action area, and a glob-
ally-important conservation priority
within Gondwana Link. Project part-
ners are now working with regional
organizations, government agencies,

An important property protected within the Gondwana Link corridor, the Yarrabee Preserve is now a key restoration

local aboriginal communities and the
mining industry to increase protection
for 10 million acres of this publicly-
owned woodland habitat.

NEwW HOPE FOR

NATURE & PEOPLE

With a global track record of tangible
conservation success, the Conservancy
is helping the Gondwana Link part-
ners to achieve unparalleled, large-
scale conservation success. In addi-
tion to staff expertise and support,

the Conservancy has contributed $1
million to help purchase and protect
more than 14,000 acres on seven key
Gondwana Link properties. With
nearly half of the private land targeted
for conservation currently on the open
market, there is now a prime window
of opportunity to buy and restore
more farms to make them ecologically
and economically sound.

The sheer magnitude of the Gond-
wana Link vision is also inspiring new
and innovative forms of community
collaboration. Through partnerships
with local Noongar elders, Gondwana
Link is rekindling ancient aboriginal
relationships to the land and creating

bush-based job opportunities. Gond-
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wana Link partners are also working
with the mining industry to develop
sustainable practices, and partnering
with farmers on ecologically viable
techniques for cultivating native
plants, such as sandalwood.

How You CAN HELP

Today, thanks to the collaboration
between the Conservancy and its
partners, the Gondwana Link Proj-
ect is a global model for large-scale,
community-based conservation and
protection of Mediterranean habitats
around the world. Results from initial
replantings and recent investments

in revegetation and monitoring have
scientists poised to take restoration to
anew level. And with unprecedented
opportunities for conservation on
public and private lands and growing
interest and support from local com-
munities and from people around the
world, the next steps in this project
will prove critical to the ultimate
fulfillment of the Gondwana Link
vision. With your help, we will revital-
ize and protect one of Earth’s most
unique natural areas and yield lasting
environmental, economic and social
benefits for future generations.
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