


Protecting tropical forests can significantly
reduce the threat of climate change, while
at the same time preserve important natural
diversity and improve human well-being in
developing countries around the world.

countries to establish forest carbon
emissions reductions programs, and
testing large-scale programs to com-
pensate key countries for these efforts.
This work will ultimately inform and
support the development of a policy
framework that will drive and govern
the carbon marketplace.

The state of Mato Grosso — encom-
passing 225 million acres of primary
Amazon forest, cerrado, pantanal
floodplain and transitional lands

— has been the site of 40 percent of
Brazil’s deforestation in the past five
years. In total, one third of the state
has been converted, driven largely by
the rapid expansion of the soy and
cattle frontiers.

Yet momentum is growing to reverse
these trends, and the promise of

future carbon markets offers a further
incentive for forest conservation
efforts. The Conservancy, in collabo-
ration with a wide array of partners, is
contributing to the development of a
government-sponsored pilot program
that has the potential to significantly
protect millions of acres of forest and
avoid emissions of more than 500
million tons of carbon dioxide by
2015. A successful program in Mato
Grosso is a critical step to garnering
national support for similar

efforts in other Brazilian states.

Indonesia boasts tremendous natural
resources, including 220 million acres
of forest. But forest exploitation and
destruction in Indonesia has been
rampant, due to pressures for wood
products, oil palm, other agricultural
products and development.

Yet Indonesia’s forest sector has begun
to come under strong pressure from
international buyers and lenders,
communities, and local governments
looking for more sustainable land uses.
The Conservancy has been invited to
join a large effort of international and
local partners each adding specialized
expertise to develop a national frame-
work for reducing emissions, linked to
future carbon markets. If successful,
these efforts will substantially reduce
the loss of more than one million
hectares of forest and cut emissions by
several hundred million tons per year.
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The fate of nature lies in the hands
of humans worldwide. Our vision of
hope and action can protect nature
and preserve life.

We need your support.
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