
at a glance

• Covering 70 percent of the planet, 
oceans and coasts are home to the 
bulk of the planet’s biodiversity.

• More than one-third of the world’s 
population lives in coastal areas and 
small islands that make up just over 
four percent of the Earth’s total  
land areas. 

• Barrier beaches, coral reefs,  
mangroves and wetlands offer pro-
tection from storms and other natural  
disasters to coastal communities 
around the world

• Oceans provide us with more than 
$20 trillion annually in ecological 
goods and services including  
food, energy, transportation and 
medicines. 

• Without increased action, 70  
percent of the world’s coral reefs 
could be destroyed by 2050.

• Less than one percent of our 
oceans are currently protected.

From the coral reefs and their abun-
dance of life to the solitary swimmers 
that lurk in the depths, the oceans are 
home to some of the planet’s most 
amazing creatures. There can be as many 
varieties of fish in two acres of coral reef 
in Southeast Asia as there are species of 
birds in all of North America.

Oceans and coasts are vitally important  
to human communities around the 
globe, providing food, economic  
opportunities, medicines, recreation and 
spiritual renewal. The wealth of marine 
systems can be measured not only by 
number of species but also by the value 

of their ecological goods and services— 
an estimated $21 trillion annually, 70  
percent more than resources from  
the land. 

In addition to providing the fish that 
millions of people depend on for food, 
our oceans are a source of products used 
to fight many diseases, from cancer to 
HIV. Coral reefs, salt marshes, barrier  
beaches and mangrove systems all 
provide essential natural barriers that 
protect coastal dwellings from storms. 
Sea-grass beds and shellfish reefs  
improve water quality and protect 
against erosion. 
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the living sea

Tides of Life, Waves of Resources

oceans 
       & coasts

From space the Earth is the Blue Planet, with 70 per-
cent of the globe bathed in saltwater. The oceans hold 
sway over the processes that sustain all life on Earth, 
and are home to the bulk of the planet’s biodiversity. 

Your support of the Campaign for a 
Sustainable Planet will allow The Na-
ture Conservancy and our partners to 
ensure that our ocean and coastal  
resources—from coral reefs, estuaries  
and seagrasses to beaches, tidepools  

and shellfish beds—are protected for 
future generations.  

In the next three years, we will aim to 
raise more than $200 million for our 
oceans and coasts, which will make  
a significant impact on marine conserva-
tion around the world. Using new and  
proven strategies, the Conservancy  
will preserve marine resources from  
the Indian Ocean to the Caribbean  
and from Alaska to Chile. 

Our goal of protecting the world’s 
oceans is ambitious, and it will depend 
on the participation of governments and  
individuals around the world. With  
your personal commitment, we can  
turn the tide for our oceans and coasts, 
and for all of the people who depend 
upon them. 

Oceans at Risk

Oceans exert a powerful influence 
on the quality of our lives. Covering 
70 percent of Earth’s surface, their 
bounty seems infinite, but oceans 
and coasts are in great jeopardy 
from growing demands.

Rapidly accelerating coastal develop-
ment around the globe is resulting  
in the loss of important marine habi-
tats, such as wetlands, coral reefs, 
sea-grass beds and barrier islands. 
Unsustainable and destructive fishing 
practices are threatening important 
resources, fishing livelihoods and the 
economic viability of coastal commu-
nities. And on a global scale, the  
pervasive impacts of climate change— 
higher water temperatures, rising  
sea levels and escalating ocean acid-
ity—are dramatically increasing the  
conservation challenge.

As these and other threats con-
tinue to impact marine habitats, The 
Nature Conservancy is taking action 
now to protect the oceans and 
coastal resources on which we all 
depend.

The Campaign for a Sustainable 
Planet will allow the Conservancy to 
dramatically accelerate our ocean 
conservation work.

how you can help



Oceans and coasts are some of the most  
biologically-rich natural systems on the  
planet and are vitally important to people  
around the world. 
Once considered a limitless and inexhaustible  
resource, the world’s oceans and coasts are in  
great jeopardy from growing demands.

The Nature Conservancy is working to  
turn the tide of ocean degradation for  
oceans, coasts and the people who  
depend on them.

Through the Campaign for a Sustainable Planet, we will focus our efforts on nine 
large-scale, high-priority seascapes in some of the most important marine and 
coastal places on Earth. We will link conservation to human well-being and apply  
a wide range of innovative strategies to address the unique biological, social and 
political circumstances in each place.

around the world

The Coral Triangle:  
The Coral Triangle is the epicenter 
of our planet’s marine diversity and a 
source of food and livelihoods for more 
than 150 million people in the Asia- 
Pacific region and beyond. We are work-
ing with local governments and commu-
nities to protect these rich seas through 
a comprehensive marine conservation 
program that includes establishing or 
strengthening 12 marine protected areas 
encompassing 12.4 million acres of  
critical marine habitat.

Pacific Island Challenges: 
To protect the thousands of unique and 
endangered species found on Pacific 
islands, we are working to dramatically 
expand and strengthen island conserva-
tion throughout Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Palmyra by providing governments and 
communities with innovative conserva-
tion tools and strategies, as well as finan-
cial capital that can be used to protect 
and sustainably manage their resources.

West Indian Ocean (Coastal 
East Africa): As we expand our 
work to Africa’s biologically rich West-
ern Indian Ocean, we  bring our marine 
expertise to two important new sites: 
the Seychelles archipelago, where we 
have joined with the local government 
to establish and strengthen a network 
of marine protected areas; and Mozam-
bique, where we are assisting partners in 
an ambitious effort to create and manage 
Africa’s largest marine protected area. 

North Pacific Marine:  
The North Pacific Ocean is home to  
a wide variety of marine life and abun-
dant fish populations. To protect a vast 
area of temperate and polar ocean and 
coastal habitats from the Bering Sea  
to the Gulf of California we are pioneer-
ing innovative strategies, such as buying 
trawler permits to reduce destructive  
fishing practices, increasing and 
strengthening marine protected areas, 
and restoring nearshore oyster habitats. 

The Caribbean: Joining 35 coastal 
and island nations, the Caribbean is 
home to nearly 8,000 square miles of 
coral reefs, including two of the world’s 
largest barrier reefs. As the only or-
ganization working across the entire 
region, we are linking marine protected 
areas into well-managed networks, with 
sustainable fishing practices and finance 
mechanisms that will truly allow for the 
lasting protection of these waters and 
the people who depend on them.

The Eastern Tropical Pacific: 
Spanning the Pacific from California 
to Ecuador, the Eastern Tropical Pacific 
seascape is among the richest and most 
productive ocean corridors on the 
planet. We will work with local govern-
ments to protect a significant piece of 
this amazing landscape by expanding 
and creating protected areas, promoting 
the establishment of sustainable fisher-
ies, fostering environmentally-friendly 
coastal developments and improving the 
management of marine protected areas.

South America’s Humboldt 
Current: The Humboldt Current is 
the Amazon of the world’s oceans with 
more than 1,000 fish species swimming 
its cold waters, supplying millions of 
people with essential protein. By 2015, 
our goal is the conservation of 26.8 mil-
lion acres of safe havens for Humboldt 
marine life through the creation of new 
marine protected areas and by strength-
ening the management of existing 
marine parks.

Gulf of Mexico: Encompassing 
more than 600,000 square miles and 
spanning three countries, the Gulf of 
Mexico harbors a wealth of marine and 
coastal diversity. In the face of extensive 
development, overfishing and pollution, 
we are working to improve the manage-
ment of public lands, restore habitats, 
establish protected areas, acquire parcels 
of coastal land in key habitats, and promote 
private landowner programs to make a 
lasting impact across the Gulf of Mexico. 

North America’s Atlantic 
Coast: From the Gulf of Maine to the 
coastal waters of Florida, the western 
Atlantic coast supports a rich diversity 
of marine life, important commercial 
fish stocks and migratory populations of 
whales and sea turtles. Working here for 
decades, we have developed innovative 
strategies, such as the acquisition and 
conservation leasing of submerged lands, 
to shellfish restoration projects, all of 
which provide a promising new approach 
to solving long-standing problems.

The path toward healthy oceans requires 
using sound science and innovative ap-
proaches to conserve the planet’s most 
important marine and coastal habitats. 
Conservancy scientists and staff around 
the world are working with diverse part-
ners to develop new conservation strate-
gies, enable policies and pilot integrated 
global and local projects. Our goal is to 
protect and restore ocean and coastal 
habitats in ways that benefit marine life, 
local communities and economies.

The Conservancy approaches marine 
conservation in a unique way, by con-
serving and restoring ocean and coastal 
habitats, not just protecting certain ma-
rine species or managing fishing quotas. 
With more than 100 marine conserva-
tion projects spanning 30 countries and 
all U.S. coastal states, we focus on marine 
conservation that achieves demonstrable 
results. With partners we work to create 
and improve management of marine 
protected areas, reduce the impacts of 
destructive and unsustainable fishing, 
and develop new ways to protect and 
restore marine ecosystems.   

Marine protected areas are widely 
considered one of the most effective 
ways to protect and restore the healthi-
est, or most resilient, ocean and coastal 

habitats in ways that benefit marine life, 
local communities and economies. We 
work with partners to establish resilient 
networks of marine protected areas that 
are scientifically designed and effectively 
managed to survive or recover rapidly 
from climate-change driven events such 
as coral bleaching in the tropics or harm-
ful fishing practices across the seas. 

Partnering with fishermen and other 
groups, the Conservancy promotes a va-
riety of innovative sustainable methods 
to combat destructive and unsustainable 
fishing practices. In the Caribbean, the 
Conservancy and partners are helping 
to develop alternative livelihoods by 
training fishermen as tour guides, boat 
mechanics and fly fishing guides. And in 
California, we purchased trawling per-
mits and vessels in an effort to protect 
a vast swath of ocean off the coast and 
help reform a troubled fishery. 

Restoration is a key conservation strategy 
to return coastal and marine habitats 
to healthy conditions for the benefit of 
people and nature. We engage a diverse 
array of partners—from fishermen to 
scientists to community members—to 
develop and accelerate collaborative, 
science-based restoration strategies. Our 
on-the-ground projects help restore 

degraded, yet important habitats—from 
shellfish reefs, sea-grass and kelp beds to  
mangroves, coral reefs and salt marsh 
estuaries.

Essential to ensuring lasting marine con-
servation is the creation of a positive and 
enabling environment through marine  
policy, partnerships and sustainable 
finance mechanisms. In Micronesia, we 
helped catalyze a process whereby  
the leaders of five governments made  
a bold commitment to effectively 
 conserve at least 30 percent of their 
nearshore marine resources and 20 
percent of their terrestrial resources by 
2020. Now in both the Caribbean and 
Micronesia, Conservancy experts are 
helping island nations that are rich in 
determination but lacking sufficient sci-
entific financial resources, by attracting 
international support to help them meet 
their ambitious challenges.

shaping a future of healthy oceans


