


   Though fresh water covers only a tiny fraction of Earth’s surface, it sustains all life  
	 outside the oceans. Human consumption has placed enormous demands on fresh		
		  water supplies, disrupting fish spawning, migration and life cycles; hampering 
the regeneration of streamside forests; and damaging other important ecological  
	 processes. Within the next 50 years, more than half of humanity will be living with 		
water shortages unless something is done now to conserve this dwindling resource.

The health of fresh water provides the foundation for a sustainable planet, and we 
now have the scientific insight and tools to protect it. We will put that science into 
practice on the ground, learn from it and encourage similar projects by others at a 
scale that assures lasting results.

around the world

Mississippi River: The Mississippi 
River project builds on 50 years of Con-
servancy experience in the Mississippi 
River basin. Our focus over the next 
three years is to link efforts across a wide 
variety of projects, engage a broad array 
of partners, and build on a world-class 
foundation of freshwater science and 
technology. Specifically, we will work to  
conserve and restore vital floodplain 
habitats, address water and sediment 
runoff in crucial locations, emphasize 
the valuation of ecosystem services 
and enhance efforts in agricultural and 
water policy.  

Colorado River: Like most work-
ing rivers, the Colorado River system is 

stressed. Its waters no longer reach the 
sea, many of its fish species are imperiled 
and major water users face competition 
for resources. These strains are breaking 
apart the legal and political structures 
that have governed allocation of Colora-
do River water for decades. The Con-
servancy has a strategy for conserving 
the most biologically significant rivers 
in the basin, building on more than 25 
existing river-related projects. 

Southern U.S. Rivers: The rivers 
in the southern United States flow from 
the Appalachians to the Atlantic and 
support the greatest diversity of fish spe-
cies in the country. But human demands 
upon these rivers imperil this diversity. 

The Conservancy works throughout the 
region, uniting all types of organizations 
around a common conservation agenda. 

To achieve our goals in the South, the 
Conservancy will promote innovative 
tools, methodologies and management 
practices for rivers. We will also launch 
new projects to encourage pollution-
preventing farming methods and protect 
large pieces of forested headwaters and 
floodplain wetlands.  

Murray-Darling Basin:  
The Murray-Darling Basin is Australia’s 
bread basket. However, irrigation diver-
sions for farms have challenged the 
river’s ability to provide adequate flows 
for critical natural communities. Fortu-
nately, tremendous opportunities exist 
to build partnerships, conduct innova-
tive watershed planning and improve 
infrastructure management to deliver 
clean, sustainable water for both human 
and natural communities. Over the next 
three years, we will work to establish 
incentives for selling or donating water 
rights for environmental flows, encour-
age corporations to adopt water  
efficiency policies and protect key  
wetlands in the river basin.  

Pacific Salmon 
Ecosystems:Nowhere are biodiver-
sity, economics, and human culture more 
tightly linked than in the salmon-reliant 
ecosystems of the North Pacific coasts. 
Unfortunately, salmon habitat has been 
declining for decades, and many salmon 
stocks face extinction. To ensure a more 
sustainable future for Pacific salmon, 
the Conservancy is taking direct action 
to protect  15 million acres of priority 
salmon watersheds and improve salmon 
conservation on an additional 25 mil-
lion acres. We will also strive to restore 
fish access to 2,000 miles of stream and 
improve the recovery of 25 percent of 
endangered stocks.

Yangtze River: The Yangtze River 
has sustained human civilization for 
thousands of years. Its rushing waters 
also hold the power to electrify the 
world’s fastest growing economy. The 
Nature Conservancy, working with the 
Chinese government and other partners, 

will implement a variety of land and  
water conservation strategies and work 
to influence regional and national 
policies. This effort involves the devel-
opment of a holistic plan for the river 
that includes producing hydropower, 
protecting significant stream and flood-
plain biodiversity and safeguarding local 
communities from flooding.

The Great Lakes: The Great Lakes 
hold 20 percent of the world’s fresh  
surface water and provide drinking 
water for 40 million people and the re-
sources that sustain them. The region’s 
forests, prairies, wetlands, rivers and 
shoreline assure the health and vitality 
of the lakes, and provide habitat for  
20 percent of North American fish  
species. However, increasing pressures 
from habitat loss, incompatible land use 
and invasive species are taking their toll. 
In response, we are launching a bina-
tional effort with partners to effectively 
conserve more than 1 million acres, 
including 20 priority watersheds and 15 
coastal areas across the Great Lakes.  

Zambezi River: Africa’s Zambezi 
River is home to a breathtaking variety 
of wildlife and provides sustenance and 
power to millions of people. With a bur-
geoning human population, the river’s 
basin needs creative solutions to con-
tinue providing benefits to people and 
nature. In the past 50 years, the river 
has changed dramatically. Hydroelectric 
dams have reduced annual floods and 
created enormous reservoirs. New riv-
erside villages fragment woodlands and 
wildlife corridors. The Nature Conser-
vancy is collaborating with local partners 
to restore some of the Zambezi’s natural 
flows and build capacity for managing 
protected areas along the river.

Paraguay-Parana River  
System: Spanning Argentina, Brazil 
and Paraguay, the Paraguay-Parana river 
system is the second largest river system 
in South America. The Nature  
Conservancy is working with local part-
ners to conserve the entire river system 

by bringing technology, innovative 
financing and best practices together to 
improve water quality and quantity for 
human users and to protect vital aquatic 
ecosystems and wildlife. In particular, 
we are pioneering the use of watershed  
committees and water-user fees to restore 
water quality for human and natural 
communities and to sustainably meet the  
growing demand for water in urban areas.

Rivers of the Andes: The Nature 
Conservancy and its partners are work-
ing to protect lakes and rivers for the 
more than 50 million people in Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela, 
who depend on them for sustenance, 
electricity and transportation. By align-
ing the interests of water-users and con-
servationists, we will establish 1.5 million 
acres of new public protected areas and 
preserve an additional 1 million acres 
through conservation agreements. We 
will establish six new water funds, the 
revenues of which will finance the con-
tinued conservation of major watersheds 
in the region and provide models for 
replication around the world.

The Nature Conservancy has worked for decades on freshwater conservation.  
Today, more than 100 freshwater experts work across the organization and around 
the world. Conservancy donors have invested heavily in more than 500 freshwater 
sites globally, and each of these places has served as an important learning laboratory. 

As a result of this work, the Conservancy 
has emerged as a world leader in  
freshwater conservation, designing tools 
and methods specific to freshwater 
ecosystems, developing policy and gov-
ernance strategies with global reach and 
implementing innovative environmental 
finance mechanisms. We now have the 

opportunity for meaningful partnerships 
with some of the globe’s largest and most 
influential water, energy and agricultural  
companies and organizations. For exam-
ple, the Conservancy is a valued partner 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
serving as their biggest cost-share part-
ner on numerous conservation projects. 

The International Hydropower Associa-
tion has invited the Conservancy to work 
with them to develop a new third-party 
sustainability certification program for 
their industry. And the Conservancy’s 
proposed plan for the Yangtze River 
basin in China has gained the attention 
of the Premier of China.   

global partnerships


